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When	Jesus	had	finished	saying	these	things,	he	left
Galilee	and	went	down	to	the	region	of	Judea	east	of	the
Jordan	River.	Large	crowds	followed	him	there,	and	he
healed	their	sick.		Some	Pharisees	came	to	him	to	test
him.	They	asked,	“Is	it	lawful	for	a	man	to	divorce	his
wife	for	any	and	every	reason?”

—Matthew	19:1-3	(NLT)

“It	has	been	said,	‘Anyone	who	divorces	his	wife	must	give
her	a	certificate	of	divorce.’	But	I	tell	you	that	anyone
who	divorces	his	wife,	except	for	sexual	immorality,
makes	her	the	victim	of	adultery,	and	anyone	who	marries
a	divorced	woman	commits	adultery.

—Matthew	5:31-32	(NIV)

Some	Observations	On	Divorce:

1.	The	Old	Testament	Law	Protected	Women.

Suppose	a	woman	was	divorced	by	her…
husband…	He	wrote	out	divorce	papers,	gave	them
to	her,	and	sent	her	away.

—Deuteronomy	24:1	(CEV)

2.	The	Old	Testament	Had	Three	“Grounds”.

Cause	#1-	Unfaithfulness.

Suppose	a	woman	was	divorced	by	her…	husband
because	he	found	something	disgraceful	about	her.

—Deuteronomy	24:1	(CEV)

Causes	#2	&	#3-	Abuse	&	Neglect.

If	he	marries	another	woman,	he	must	not	deprive
the	first	one	of	her	food,	clothing	and	marital
rights.	If	he	does	not	provide	her	with	these	three
things,	she	is	to	go	free.

—Exodus	21:10-11	(NIV)

3.	Divorce	Had	Become	The	Hot	Topic.



Suppose	a	woman	was	divorced	by	her…	husband
because	he	found	something	disgraceful	(any	cause
of	disgrace)	about	her.

—Deuteronomy	24:1	(CEV)

Some	Pharisees	came	and	tried	to	trap	him	with
this	question:	“Should	a	man	be	allowed	to	divorce
his	wife	for	just	any	reason?”

—Matthew	19:3	(NLT)

Because	Joseph	her	husband	was	faithful	to	the
law,	and	yet	did	not	want	to	expose	her	to	public
disgrace,	he	had	in	mind	to	divorce	her	quietly.

—Matthew	1:19	(NIV)

Then	why	did	Moses	say	in	the	law	that	a	man
could	give	his	wife	a	written	notice	of	divorce	and
send	her	away?

—Matthew	19:7	(NLT)

4.	Jesus	Was	A	Champion	Of	The	Powerless.

Jesus	replied,	“Moses	permitted	divorce	only	as	a
concession	to	your	hard	hearts,	but	it	was	not	what
God	had	originally	intended.	And	I	tell	you	this,
whoever	divorces	his	wife	and	marries	someone
else	commits	adultery—	unless	his	wife	has	been
unfaithful.

—Matthew	19:8-9	(NLT)

But	if	the	husband	or	wife	who	isn’t	a	believer
insists	on	leaving,	let	them	go.	In	such	cases	the
believing	husband	or	wife	is	no	longer	bound	to	the
other.

—1	Corinthians	7:15	(NLT)

5.	Divorce	Is	NOT	The	Unforgivable	Sin.

I	gave	faithless	Israel	her	certificate	of	divorce	and
sent	her	away	because	of	all	her	(unfaithfulness).

—Jeremiah	3:8	(NIV)



In	all	things	God	works	for	the	good	of	those	who
love	him	and	are	fitting	into	his	plans.

—Romans	8:28	(TLB)

Follow	Through	Step:

Pray	for	the	people	you	know	who	have	been	impacted	by
divorce	that	they	would	find	healing,	mercy	and
redemption.	And	if	that’s	you-	we	are	praying	you	will	begin
experiencing	healing,	mercy	and	redemption.


