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The	Year(s)	Of
Following	Jesus
#150	Jesus	Loves
The	Little	Children





One	day	some	parents	brought	their	children	to	Jesus	so
he	could	touch	and	bless	them.	But	the	disciples	scolded
the	parents	for	bothering	him.		When	Jesus	saw	what	was
happening,	he	was	angry	with	his	disciples.	He	said	to
them,	“Let	the	children	come	to	me.	Don’t	stop	them!	For
the	Kingdom	of	God	belongs	to	those	who	are	like	these
children.	I	tell	you	the	truth,	anyone	who	doesn’t	receive
the	Kingdom	of	God	like	a	child	will	never	enter	it.”		Then
he	took	the	children	in	his	arms	and	placed	his	hands	on
their	heads	and	blessed	them.

—Mark	10:13-16	(NLT)

Children	are	a	gift	from	the	Lord.
—Psalm	127:3	(NIV)

Only	irresponsible	parents	leave	children	to	fend	for
themselves.

—Hebrews	12:8	(MES)

My	Church/Family	Should	Be	A…

1.	…	Place	To	Have	Fun.

The	Son	of	Man	came	eating	and	drinking	and
enjoying	life.

—Matthew	11:18	(PhV)

I	recommend	having	fun,	because	there	is	nothing
better	for	people	to	do	in	this	world	than	to	eat,
drink	and	enjoy	life.

—Ecclesiastes	8:15	(NLT)

All	the	people	had	been	crying	as	they	listened	to
the	words	of	the	Teachings.		Nehemiah	said,	“Go
and	enjoy	good	food	and	sweet	drinks.	Send	some
to	people	who	have	none,	because	today	is	a	holy
day	to	the	Lord.	Don’t	be	sad,	because	the	joy	of
the	Lord	will	make	you	strong.”

—Nehemiah	8:9-10	(NCV)

Follow	Through	Step:



Spend	some	time	working	your	“joy	muscle”	this	week.	Do
one	thing	just	because	it’s	fun	and	brings	you	joy	and	be
amazed	that	in	so	doing	you’re	actually	engaging	in	a
spiritual	discipline	that	will	make	you	stronger.


