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Jesus	went	through	the	towns	and	villages,	teaching	as	he
went,	always	pressing	on	toward	Jerusalem.	Someone
asked	him,	“Lord,	will	only	a	few	be	saved?”	He
replied,	“Work	hard	to	enter	the	narrow	door	to	God’s
Kingdom,	for	many	will	try	to	enter	but	will	fail.”

—Luke	13:22-24	(NLT)

What’s	The	Deal	With	The	Narrow	Door?

1.	It’s	Not	Narrow	Because	God	Is	Stingy.

*	He	replied,	“Work	hard	to	enter	the	narrow	door	to
God’s	Kingdom,	for	many	will	try	to	enter	but	will	fail.”
When	the	master	of	the	house	has	locked	the	door,	it	will
be	too	late.	You	will	stand	outside	knocking	and	pleading,
‘Lord,	open	the	door	for	us!’	But	he	will	reply,	‘I	don’t
know	you	or	where	you	come	from.’

—Luke	13:25	(NLT)

So,	no	matter	what	I	say,	what	I	believe,	and	what	I
do,	I’m	bankrupt	without	love.

—1	Corinthians	13:3	(MSG)

Then	Jesus	said	to	his	disciples,	“If	any	of	you
wants	to	be	my	follower,	you	must	give	up	your
own	way,	take	up	your	cross,	and	follow	me.	If	you
try	to	hang	on	to	your	life,	you	will	lose	it.	But	if
you	give	up	your	life	for	my	sake,	you	will	save	it.

—Matthew	16:24-25	(NLT)

2.	The	Door	Will	Close	One	Day.

When	the	master	of	the	house	has
locked	the	door,	it	will	be	too	late.	You
will	stand	outside	knocking	and
pleading,	‘Lord,	open	the	door	for	us!’
But	he	will	reply,	‘I	don’t	know	you	or
where	you	come	from.’	Then	you	will
say,	‘But	we	ate	and	drank	with	you,
and	you	taught	in	our	streets.’	And	he
will	reply,	‘I	tell	you,	I	don’t	know	you



or	where	you	come	from.	Get	away
from	me,	all	you	who	do	evil.’	“There
will	be	weeping	and	gnashing	of	teeth,
for	you	will	see	Abraham,	Isaac,	Jacob,
and	all	the	prophets	in	the	Kingdom	of
God,	but	you	will	be	thrown	out.	And
people	will	come	from	all	over	the
world—	from	east	and	west,	north	and
south—	to	take	their	places	in	the
Kingdom	of	God.	And	note	this:	Some
who	seem	least	important	now	will	be
the	greatest	then,	and	some	who	are
the	greatest	now	will	be	least
important	then.”

—Luke	13:26-30	(NLT)

It	is	appointed	for	man	to	die	once,	and	after	that
comes	judgment.

—Hebrews	9:27	(ESV)

He	suffered	physical	death,	but	he	was	raised	to	life
in	the	Spirit.	So	he	went	and	preached	to	the	spirits
in	prison—	those	who	disobeyed	God	long	ago
when	God	waited	patiently	while	Noah	was
building	his	boat.

—1	Peter	3:18-20	(NLT)

3.	Hell	Is	A	Shadowy	Subject.

Then	God	looked	over	all	he	had	made,	and	he	saw
that	it	was	very	good!

—Genesis	1:31	(NLT)

And	the	tongue	is	a	flame	of	fire.	It	is	full	of
wickedness,	and	poisons	every	part	of	the	body.
And	the	tongue	is	set	on	fire	by	hell	itself	and	can
turn	our	whole	lives	into	a	blazing	flame	of
destruction	and	disaster.

—James	3:6	(TLB)

Adam’s	one	sin	brings	condemnation	for	everyone,



but	Christ’s	one	act	of	righteousness	brings	a	right
relationship	with	God	and	new	life	for	everyone.
Because	one	person	disobeyed	God,	many	became
sinners.	But	because	one	other	person	obeyed	God,
many	will	be	made	righteous…	So	just	as	sin	ruled
over	all	people	and	brought	them	to	death,	now
God’s	wonderful	grace	rules	instead,	giving	us	right
standing	with	God	and	resulting	in	eternal	life
through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord.

—Romans	5:18-21	(NLT)

We	are	made	right	in	God’s	sight	when	we	trust	in
Jesus	Christ	to	take	away	our	sins.	And	we	all	can
be	saved	in	this	same	way,	no	matter	who	we	are	or
what	we	have	done.

—Romans	3:22	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	what	you	believe	about	the
concept	of	hell.	Who	goes	there?	What	happens	to	them
and	for	how	long?	And	ask	yourself	why	you	believe	what
you	do.	If	you’d	like	to	do	a	deep	dive	into	this	subject
watch	the	movie,	Hell	And	Mr.	Fudge	(available	on	Amazon
Prime	Video)	and/or	read	The	Great	Divorce	by	CS	Lewis	or
Love	Wins	by	Rob	Bell	to	see	how	complex	these	questions
really	are.


