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Attention:	If	you	are	using	these	online	notes
please	let	me	know-	just	send	a	message	to
EagleRiverside@gmail.com	to	let	me	know.	I’m	just
trying	to	gauge	how	many	people	use	the	notes
feature.

As	evening	came,	Jesus	said	to	his	disciples,	“Let’s	cross
to	the	other	side	of	the	lake.”

—Mark	4:35	(NLT)

This	Story	Teaches	Us…

1.	That	Real	Evil	Exists.
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When	Jesus	climbed	out	of	the	boat,	a	man
possessed	by	an	evil	spirit	came	out	from	a
cemetery	to	meet	him.

—Mark	5:2	(NLT)

News	about	him	spread	all	over	Syria,	and	people
with	every	kind	of	sickness	or	disease	were	brought
to	him.	Some	of	them	had	a	lot	of	demons	in	them,
others	were	thought	to	be	crazy,	and	still	others
could	not	walk.	But	Jesus	healed	them	all.

—Matthew	4:24	(CEV)

2.	That	Evil	Is	A	Cancer.

No	one	was	able	to	tie	the	man	up	anymore,	not
even	with	a	chain.

—Mark	5:3	(NLT)

Temptation	comes	from	our	own	desires,	which
entice	us	and	drag	us	away.	These	desires	give	birth
to	sinful	actions.	And	when	sin	is	allowed	to	grow,
it	gives	birth	to	death.

—James	1:14-15	(NLT)

3.	The	Antidote	To	Evil.

The	disciples	were	absolutely	terrified.	“Who	is	this
man?”	they	asked	each	other.	“Even	the	wind	and
waves	obey	him!”

—Mark	4:41	(NLT)

When	Jesus	was	still	some	distance	away,	the	man
saw	him,	ran	to	meet	him,	and	bowed	low	before
him.	With	a	shriek,	he	screamed,	“Why	are	you
interfering	with	me,	Jesus,	Son	of	the	Most	High
God?	In	the	name	of	God,	I	beg	you,	don’t	torture
me!”	For	Jesus	had	already	said	to	the	spirit,
“Come	out	of	the	man,	you	evil	spirit.”

—Mark	5:6-8	(NLT)

Then	Jesus	demanded,	“What	is	your	name?”	And
he	replied,	“My	name	is	Legion,	because	there	are



many	of	us	inside	this	man.”	Then	the	evil	spirits
begged	him	again	and	again	not	to	send	them	to
some	distant	place.		There	happened	to	be	a	large
herd	of	pigs	feeding	on	the	hillside	nearby.	“Send	us
into	those	pigs,”	the	spirits	begged.	“Let	us	enter
them.”		So	Jesus	gave	them	permission.	The	evil
spirits	came	out	of	the	man	and	entered	the	pigs,
and	the	entire	herd	of	about	2,000	pigs	plunged
down	the	steep	hillside	into	the	lake	and	drowned
in	the	water.

—Mark	5:9-13	(NLT)

As	Jesus	was	getting	into	the	boat,	the	man	who
had	been	demon	possessed	begged	to	go	with	him.
But	Jesus	said,	“No,	go	home	to	your	family,	and
tell	them	everything	the	Lord	has	done	for	you	and
how	merciful	he	has	been.”	So	the	man	started	off
to	visit	the	Ten	Towns…	and	began	to	proclaim	the
great	things	Jesus	had	done	for	him;	and	everyone
was	amazed	at	what	he	told	them.

—Mark	5:18-20	(NLT)

So	humble	yourselves	before	God.	Resist	the	devil,
and	he	will	flee	from	you.	Come	close	to	God,	and
God	will	come	close	to	you.

—James	4:7-8	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	the	nature	of	evil	in	this	
world.	How	does	toying	with	temptation	and	sin	lead	
to	the	cancerous	nature	of	evil	in	our	lives	and	
the	lives	of	those	we	love?


