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Then	Jesus	said	to	his	host,	“When	you	give	a	luncheon	or
dinner,	do	not	invite	your	friends,	your	brothers	or	sisters,
your	relatives,	or	your	rich	neighbors;	if	you	do,	they	may
invite	you	back	and	so	you	will	be	repaid.	But	when	you
give	a	banquet,	invite	the	poor,	the	crippled,	the	lame,	the
blind,	and	you	will	be	blessed.	Although	they	cannot
repay	you,	you	will	be	repaid	at	the	resurrection	of	the
righteous.”

—Luke	14:12-14	(NIV)



How	To	Deal	With	“As-Is”	People:

1.	Offer	Them	Grace.

I	am	giving	you	a	new	commandment:	Love	each
other.	Just	as	I	have	loved	you,	you	should	love
each	other.	Your	love	for	one	another	will	prove	to
the	world	that	you	are	my	disciples.

—John	13:34-35	(NLT)

Accept	each	other	just	as	Christ	has	accepted	you
so	that	God	will	be	given	glory.

—Romans	15:7	(NLT)

Make	allowance	for	each	other’s	faults,	and	forgive
anyone	who	offends	you.	Remember,	the	Lord
forgave	you,	so	you	must	forgive	others.

—Colossians	3:13	(NLT)



(I	made	this	picture	so	huge	so	you	could	read	the	paradoxial
commands	for	yourself-	I	know	it’s	huge…	sorry	about	that)

2.	Offer	Them	Truth.

You	will	know	the	truth,	and	the	truth	will	set	you
free.

—John	8:32	(NIV)



“Woman,	where	are	they?	Has	no	one	condemned
you?”	“No	one,	sir,”	she	said.	“Then	neither	do	I
condemn	you,”	Jesus	declared.	“Go	now	and	leave
your	life	of	sin.”

—John	8:9-11	(NIV)

So	whatever	you	say	or	whatever	you	do,
remember	that	you	will	be	judged	by	the	law	that
sets	you	free.	There	will	be	no	mercy	for	those	who
have	not	shown	mercy	to	others.	But	if	you	have



been	merciful,	God	will	be	merciful	when	he	judges
you.

—James	2:12-13	(NLT)

Oh,	what	a	miserable	person	I	am!	Who	will	free
me	from	this	life	that	is	dominated	by	sin	and
death?	Thank	God!	The	answer	is	in	Jesus	Christ
our	Lord.

—Romans	7:24-25	(NLT)

The	word	became	flesh	and	made	his	dwelling
among	us.	We	have	seen	his	glory,	the	glory	of	the
One	and	Only,	who	came	from	the	Father,	full	of
grace	and	truth…	For	the	law	was	given	through
Moses;	grace	and	truth	came	through	Jesus	Christ.

—John	1:14-16	(NIV)

3.	Offer	Them	Time.

So	be	truly	glad.	There	is	wonderful	joy	ahead,
even	though	you	must	endure	many	trials	for	a
little	while.	These	trials	will	show	that	your	faith	is
genuine.	It	is	being	tested	as	fire	tests	and	purifies
gold—	though	your	faith	is	far	more	precious	than
mere	gold.	So	when	your	faith	remains	strong
through	many	trials,	it	will	bring	you	much	praise
and	glory	and	honor	on	the	day	when	Jesus	Christ
is	revealed	to	the	whole	world.

—1	Peter	1:6-7	(NLT)

Be	still	in	the	presence	of	the	Lord,	and	wait
patiently	for	Him	to	act.

—Psalm	37:7	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Pray	for	the	“as-is”	people	in	your	life	and	while	you	wait
patiently	for	God	to	change	them	don’t	forget	that	you	are
also	an	“as-is”	person	who	Jesus	is	also	working	on.


