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“I	will	send	my	messenger,	who	will	prepare	the	way
before	me.	Then	suddenly	the	Lord	you	are	seeking	will
come	to	his	temple;	the	messenger	of	the	covenant,	whom
you	desire,	will	come,”	says	the	LORD	Almighty.

—Malachi	3:1	(NLT)

Following	The	Shepherds:

1.	The	Shepherds	Were	Watching.

And	there	were	shepherds	living	out	in	the	fields
nearby,	keeping	watch	over	their	flocks	at	night.

—Luke	2:8	(NIV)

But	you,	O	Bethlehem	Ephrathah,	are	only	a	small
village	among	all	the	people	of	Judah.	Yet	a	ruler	of
Israel,	whose	origins	are	in	the	distant	past,	will
come	from	you	on	my	behalf.



—Micah	5:2	(NLT)

As	for	you,	watchtower	of	the	flock,	stronghold	of
Daughter	Zion,	the	former	dominion	will	be
restored	to	you;	kingship	will	come	to	Daughter
Jerusalem.

—Micah	4:8	(NIV)

2.	The	Shepherds	Were	Waiting.

Those	who	wait	for	the	Lord	will	gain	new
strength;	they	will	mount	up	with	wings	like	eagles,
they	will	run	and	not	get	tired,	they	will	walk	and
not	become	weary.

—Isaiah	40:31	(NASB)

An	angel	of	the	Lord	appeared	to	them,	and	the
glory	of	the	Lord	shone	around	them,	and	they
were	terrified.	But	the	angel	said	to	them,	“Do	not
be	afraid.	I	bring	you	good	news	that	will	cause
great	joy	for	all	the	people.	Today	in	the	town	of
David	a	Savior	has	been	born	to	you;	he	is	the
Messiah,	the	Lord.”

—Luke	2:9-11	(NIV)

3.	The	Shepherds	Were	Wondering.

This	will	be	a	sign	to	you:	You	will	find	a	baby
wrapped	in	swaddling	cloths	and	lying	in	a
manger…

—Luke	2:12	(NLT)

And	she	gave	birth	to	her	firstborn	son	and
wrapped	him	in	swaddling	cloths	and	laid	him	in
the	manger,	because	there	was	no	place	for	them	in
the	inn	(kataluma).

—Luke	2:7	(ESV)

‘The	Teacher	says	to	you,	Where	is	the	guest	room
(kataluma),	where	I	may	eat	the	Passover	with	my
disciples?’	And	he	will	show	you	a	large	upper
room	furnished;	prepare	it	there.”	And	they	went



and	found	it	just	as	he	had	told	them.
—Luke	22:8-13	(ESV)

When	the	angels	had	left	them	and	gone	into
heaven,	the	shepherds	said	to	one	another,	“Let’s
go	to	Bethlehem	and	see	this	thing	that	has
happened,	which	the	Lord	has	told	us	about.”		So
they	hurried	off	and	found	Mary	and	Joseph,	and
the	baby,	who	was	lying	in	the	manger.

—Luke	2:15-16	(NLT)

After	seeing	him,	the	shepherds	told	everyone	what
had	happened	and	what	the	angel	had	said	to	them
about	this	child.	And	all	who	heard	it	wondered	at
what	the	shepherds	told	them.…	The	shepherds
went	back	to	their	flocks,	glorifying	and	praising
God	for	all	they	had	heard	and	seen.	It	was	just	as
the	angel	had	told	them.

—Luke	2:16-20	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

As	we	approach	Christmas	spend	this	next	week	watching,
waiting	and	wondering	about	the	birth	of	Jesus	and	what	it
means	for	you	today.


