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If	the	world	hates	you,	keep	in	mind	that	it	hated	me	first.
—John	15:18	(NIV)

Jesus	left	that	part	of	the	country	and	returned	with	his
disciples	to	Nazareth,	his	hometown.

—Mark	6:1	(NLT)

Four	Reasons	People	Were	“Offended”	By	Jesus:

1.	The	Ordinariness	Of	Jesus.

The	next	Sabbath	he	began	teaching	in	the
synagogue,	and	many	who	heard	him	were
amazed.	They	asked,	“Where	did	he	get	all	this
wisdom	and	the	power	to	perform	such
miracles?”	Then	they	scoffed,	“He’s	just	a
carpenter,	the	son	of	Mary	and	the	brother	of
James,	Joseph,	Judas,	and	Simon.	And	his	sisters
live	right	here	among	us.”	They	were	deeply
offended	and	refused	to	believe	in	him.

—Mark	6:2-3	(NLT)

There	was	nothing	beautiful	or	majestic	about	his
appearance,	nothing	to	attract	us	to	him.	He	was
despised	and	rejected.

—Isaiah	53:2-3	(NIV)

2.	The	Grace/Mercy	Of	Jesus.

Certainly	there	were	many	needy	widows	in	Israel
in	Elijah’s	time,	when	the	heavens	were	closed	for
three	and	a	half	years,	and	a	severe	famine
devastated	the	land.	Yet	Elijah	was	not	sent	to	any
of	them.	He	was	sent	instead	to	a	foreigner—	a
widow	of	Zarephath	in	the	land	of	Sidon.

—Luke	4:25-26	(NLT)

And	many	in	Israel	had	leprosy	in	the	time	of	the
prophet	Elisha,	but	the	only	one	healed	was
Naaman,	a	Syrian.”

—Luke	4:27	(NLT)



3.	The	Exclusivity	Of	Jesus.

	Jesus	told	him,	“I	am	the	way,	the	truth,	and	the
life.	No	one	can	come	to	the	Father	except	through
me.

—John	14:6	(NLT)

There	is	salvation	in	no	one	else!	God	has	given	no
other	name	under	heaven	by	which	we	must	be
saved.

—Acts	4:12	(NIV)

4.	The	Inclusivity	Of	Jesus.

For	God	so	loved	the	world	that	he	gave	his	one
and	only	Son,	that	whoever	believes	in	him	shall
not	perish	but	have	eternal	life.

—John	3:16	(NIV)

I	tell	you	the	truth,	corrupt	tax	collectors	and
prostitutes	will	get	into	the	Kingdom	of	God	before
you	do.

—Matthew	21:31	(NLT)

There	is	no	longer	Jew	or	Gentile,	slave	or	free,
male	and	female.	For	you	are	all	one	in	Christ
Jesus.

—Galatians	3:28-29	(CEV)

After	this	I	saw	a	vast	crowd,	too	great	to	count,
from	every	nation	and	tribe	and	people	and
language,	standing	in	front	of	the	throne	and
before	the	Lamb.	They	were	clothed	in	white	robes
and	held	palm	branches	in	their	hands.		And	they
were	shouting	with	a	great	roar,	“Salvation	comes
from	our	God	who	sits	on	the	throne	and	from	the
Lamb!”

—Revelation	7:9-10	(NLT)

He	could	not	do	any	miracles	there,	except	lay	his
hands	on	a	few	sick	people	and	heal	them.	He	was
amazed	at	their	lack	of	faith.



—Mark	6:5-6	(NLT)

Blessed	is	anyone	who	does	not	stumble	on	account
of	me.

—Matthew	11:6	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	the	offense	of	Jesus.	Is	there
something	that	offends	you	about	Him?	Are	you	letting	that
become	a	stumbling	block	in	your	life?


