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Herod	Antipas,	the	king,	soon	heard	about	Jesus,	because
everyone	was	talking	about	him.	Some	were	saying,	“This
must	be	John	the	Baptist	raised	from	the	dead.	That	is
why	he	can	do	such	miracles…”		When	Herod	heard
about	Jesus,	he	said,	“John,	the	man	I	beheaded,	has
come	back	from	the	dead.”

—Mark	6:14-16	(NLT)

Herod	Teaches	Us	That…

1.	Doubts	Can	Paralyze.

Herod	feared	John	and	protected	him,	knowing	him
to	be	a	righteous	and	holy	man.	When	Herod	heard
John,	he	was	greatly	puzzled;	yet	he	liked	to	listen
to	him.

—Mark	6:20	(NIV)

“What	do	you	mean,	‘If	I	can’?”	Jesus	asked.
“Anything	is	possible	if	a	person	believes.”		The
father	instantly	cried	out,	“I	do	believe,	but	help	me
overcome	my	unbelief!”

—Mark	9:23-24	(NLT)

I	almost	lost	my	footing.	My	feet	were	slipping,	and
I	was	almost	gone…	Then	I	realized	that	my	heart
was	bitter,	and	I	was	all	torn	up	inside.	I	was	so
foolish	and	ignorant—	I	must	have	seemed	like	a
senseless	animal	to	you.	Yet	I	still	belong	to	you;
you	hold	my	right	hand.

—Psalm	73:2-23	(NLT)

2.	Doubts	Can	Illuminate.

He	said,	“I	command	you,	come	out	of	him	and
never	enter	him	again.”		The	spirit	shrieked,
convulsed	him	violently	and	came	out.	The	boy
looked	so	much	like	a	corpse	that	many	said,	“He’s
dead.”	But	Jesus	took	him	by	the	hand	and	lifted
him	to	his	feet,	and	he	stood	up.

—Mark	9:25-27	(NLT)



It	is	by	grace	you	have	been	saved,	through	faith—
and	this	is	not	from	yourselves,	it	is	the	gift	of	God
—	not	by	works,	so	that	no	one	can	boast.

—Ephesians	2:8-9	(NIV)

Finally	the	opportune	moment	came.
—Mark	6:21	(NIV)

When	the	daughter	of	Herodias	came	in	and
danced,	she	pleased	Herod	and	his	dinner	guests.
The	king	said	to	the	girl,	“Ask	me	for	anything	you
want,	and	I’ll	give	it	to	you.”	And	he	promised	her
with	an	oath,	“Whatever	you	ask	I	will	give	you,	up
to	half	my	kingdom.”

—Mark	6:22-23	(NLT)

3.	Doubts	Can	Expose.

So	the	girl	hurried	back	to	the	king	and	told	him,	“I
want	the	head	of	John	the	Baptist,	right	now,	on	a
tray!”		Then	the	king	deeply	regretted	what	he	had
said;	but	because	of	the	vows	he	had	made	in	front
of	his	guests,	he	couldn’t	refuse	her.

—Mark	6:25-26	(NLT)

No	eye	has	seen,	no	ear	has	heard,	and	no	mind
has	imagined	what	God	has	prepared	for	those
who	love	him.

—1	Corinthians	2:9	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	crossroads	you’ve	stood
before	in	the	past	(or	maybe	even	right	now).	Have	you
seen	the	window	of	opportunity	close?	How	long	will	you
wait	to	choose	a	path?	How	much	faith	is	enough?	How
much	doubt	is	too	much?


