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One	day	an	expert	in	religious	law	stood	up	to	test	Jesus
by	asking	him	this	question:	“Teacher,	what	should	I	do	to
inherit	eternal	life?”	Jesus	replied,	“What	does	the	law	of
Moses	say?	How	do	you	read	it?”

—Luke	10:25-26	(NLT)

Observations	On	“Inheriting”	Eternal	Life:

1.	It’s	All	About	Love.

The	man	answered,	“‘You	must	love	the	Lord	your
God	with	all	your	heart,	all	your	soul,	all	your
strength,	and	all	your	mind.’	And,	‘Love	your
neighbor	as	yourself.’”	“Right!”	Jesus	told	him.	“Do
this	and	you	will	live!”

—Luke	10:27-28	(NLT)

You	must	love	the	Lord	your	God	with	all	your
heart,	all	your	soul,	and	all	your	strength.

—Deuteronomy	6:5	(NLT)

I	am	the	Lord,	and	I	command	you	to	love	your
neighbor	as	you	love	yourself.

—Leviticus	19:18	(CEV)

2.	But	What’s	Love	All	About?

But	he	wanted	to	justify	himself,	so	he	asked	Jesus,
“And	who	is	my	neighbor?”

—Luke	10:29	(NIV)

Love	is	patient	and	kind.	Love	is	not	jealous	or
boastful	or	proud	or	rude.	It	does	not	demand	its
own	way.	It	is	not	irritable,	and	it	keeps	no	record
of	being	wronged.	It	does	not	rejoice	about
injustice	but	rejoices	whenever	the	truth	wins
out.	Love	never	gives	up,	never	loses	faith,	is
always	hopeful,	and	endures	through	every
circumstance.

—1	Corinthians	13:1-7	(NLT)



3.	I	Can’t	Love	Perfectly.

In	reply	Jesus	said:	“A	man	was	going	down	from
Jerusalem	to	Jericho,	when	he	was	attacked	by
robbers.

—Luke	10:30	(NLT)

Then	a	despised	Samaritan	came	along,	and	when
he	saw	the	man,	he	felt	compassion	for	him.	Going
over	to	him,	the	Samaritan	soothed	his	wounds
with	olive	oil	and	wine	and	bandaged	them.	Then
he	put	the	man	on	his	own	donkey	and	took	him	to
an	inn,	where	he	took	care	of	him.

—Luke	10:33-34	(NLT)

“Now	which	of	these	three	would	you	say	was	a
neighbor	to	the	man	who	was	attacked	by
bandits?”	Jesus	asked.	The	man	replied,	“The	one
who	showed	him	mercy.”	Then	Jesus	said,	“Yes,
now	go	and	do	the	same.”

—Luke	10:36-37	(NLT)

4.	But	There’s	Someone	Who	Can.

So	now	I	am	giving	you	a	new	commandment:	Love
each	other.	Just	as	I	have	loved	you,	you	should
love	each	other.

—John	13:34	(NLT)

God	made	him	who	had	no	sin	to	become	sin	for
us,	so	that	in	him	we	might	become	the
righteousness	of	God.

—2	Corinthians	5:21	(NIV)

Mostly	what	God	does	is	love	you.	Keep	company
with	him	and	learn	a	life	of	love.	Observe	how
Christ	loved	us.	His	love	was	not	cautious	but
extravagant.	He	didn’t	love	in	order	to	get
something	from	us	but	to	give	everything	of	himself
to	us.	Love	like	that.

—Ephesians	5:2	(MES)



Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	this	week	reflecting	on	the	parable	of	the
Good	Samaritan.	Ask	yourself	if	you’re	trying	to	justify
yourself	or	if	you	are	depending	on	the	True	Good
Samaritan-	Jesus.


