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Immediately	after	this,	Jesus	insisted	that	his	disciples	get
back	into	the	boat	and	cross	to	the	other	side	of	the	lake,
while	he	sent	the	people	home.

—Matthew	14:22	(NLT)

When	the	people	saw	him	do	this	miraculous	sign,	they
exclaimed,	“Surely,	he	is	the	Prophet	we	have	been
expecting!”	When	Jesus	saw	that	they	were	ready	to	force
him	to	be	their	king,	he	slipped	away	into	the	hills	by
himself.

—John	6:14-15	(NLT)

3	Lessons	To	Learn:

1.	Tests	Are	Incredibly	Important.

Late	that	night,	the	disciples	were	in	their	boat	in
the	middle	of	the	lake,	and	Jesus	was	alone	on
land.	He	saw	that	they	were	in	serious	trouble,
rowing	hard	and	struggling	against	the	wind	and
waves.

—Mark	6:47-48	(NLT)

About	3:00	AM	Jesus	came	toward	them,	walking



on	the	water.	When	the	disciples	saw	him	walking
on	the	water,	they	were	terrified.	In	their	fear,	they
cried	out,	“It’s	a	ghost!”	But	Jesus	spoke	to	them	at
once.	“Don’t	be	afraid,”	he	said.	“Take	courage.	I
am	here!”

—Matthew	14:25-27	(NLT)

	Then	Peter	called	to	him,	“Lord,	if	it’s	really	you,
command	me	to	come	to	you,	walking	on	the
water.”	“Yes,	come,”	Jesus	said.

—Matthew	14:28-29	(NLT)

At	that	time	if	anyone	says	to	you,	‘Look,	here	is
the	Messiah!’	or,	‘There	he	is!’	do	not	believe	it.	For
false	messiahs	and	false	prophets	will	appear	and
perform	great	signs	and	wonders	to	deceive,	if
possible,	even	the	elect.	See,	I	have	told	you	ahead
of	time.	“So	if	anyone	tells	you,	‘There	he	is,	out	in
the	wilderness,’	do	not	go	out;	or,	‘Here	he	is,	in	the
inner	rooms,’	do	not	believe	it.	For	as	lightning	that
comes	from	the	east	is	visible	even	in	the	west,	so
will	be	the	coming	of	the	Son	of	Man.	Wherever
there	is	a	carcass,	there	the	vultures	will	gather.
“Immediately	after	the	distress	of	those	days	“‘the
sun	will	be	darkened,	and	the	moon	will	not	give	its
light;	the	stars	will	fall	from	the	sky,	and	the
heavenly	bodies	will	be	shaken.’	“Then	will	appear
the	sign	of	the	Son	of	Man	in	heaven.	And	then	all
the	peoples	of	the	earth	will…	see	the	Son	of	Man
coming	on	the	clouds	of	heaven,	with	power	and
great	glory.	And	he	will	send	his	angels	with	a	loud
trumpet	call,	and	they	will	gather	his	elect	from	the
four	winds,	from	one	end	of	the	heavens	to	the
other.

—Matthew	24:23-31	(NIV)

2.	Focus	Is	Incredibly	Important.

So	Peter	went	over	the	side	of	the	boat	and	walked
on	the	water	toward	Jesus.	But	when	he	saw	the



strong	wind	and	the	waves,	he	was	terrified	and
began	to	sink.

—Matthew	14:29-30	(NLT)

I	can	do	all	things	through	Christ	who	strengthens
me.

—Philippians	4:13

I	can	do	everything	God	asks	me	to	with	the	help	of
Christ	who	gives	me	the	strength	and	power.

—Philippians	4:13	(NIV)

A	group	of	Jews	was	traveling	from	town	to	town
casting	out	evil	spirits.	They	tried	to	use	the	name
of	the	Lord	Jesus	in	their	incantation,	saying,	“I
command	you	in	the	name	of	Jesus,	whom	Paul



preaches,	to	come	out…”	But	one	time	when	they
tried	it,	the	evil	spirit	replied,	“I	know	Jesus,	and	I
know	Paul,	but	who	are	you?”	Then	the	man	with
the	evil	spirit	leaped	on	them,	overpowered	them,
and	attacked	them	with	such	violence	that	they	fled
from	the	house,	naked	and	battered.

—Acts	19:13-16	(NLT)

3.	Asking	For	Help	Is	Incredibly	Important.

When	he	saw	the	strong	wind	and	the	waves,	he
was	terrified	and	began	to	sink.	“Save	me,	Lord!”
he	shouted.

—Matthew	14:30	(NLT)

Jesus	immediately	reached	out	and	grabbed	him.
“You	have	so	little	faith,”	Jesus	said.	“Why	did	you
doubt	me?”

—Matthew	14:31	(NLT)

When	they	climbed	back	into	the	boat,	the	wind
stopped.		Then	the	disciples	worshiped	him.	“You
really	are	the	Son	of	God!”	they	exclaimed.

—Matthew	14:32-33	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	where	your	focus	is	as	you
go	through	the	next	24	hours…	and	beyond	if	need	be.


