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Then	Jesus	left	the	vicinity	of	Tyre	and	went	through
Sidon,	down	to	the	Sea	of	Galilee	and	into	the	region	of
the	Decapolis.	There	some	people	brought	to	him	a	man
who	was	deaf	and	could	hardly	talk,	and	they	begged
Jesus	to	place	his	hand	on	him.

—Mark	7:31-32	(NIV)

How	Does	Jesus	Relate	To	Us?

1.	Individually.

Jesus	led	him	away	from	the	crowd	so	they	could	be
alone.

—Mark	7:33	(NLT)

God	is	kind,	but	he’s	not	soft.	In	kindness	he	takes



us	firmly	by	the	hand	and	leads	us	into	a	radical
life-change.

—Romans	2:2	(MSG)

2.	Intellectually.

After	he	took	him	aside,	away	from	the	crowd,
Jesus	put	his	fingers	into	the	man’s	ears.	Then	he
spit	and	touched	the	man’s	tongue.

—Mark	7:33	(NIV)

	If	the	man	spits	on	you,	you	must	wash	your
clothes	and	bathe	yourself	in	water,	and	you	will
remain	unclean	until	evening.

—Leviticus	15:8	(NLT)

3.	Emotionally.

Looking	up	to	heaven,	he	sighed.	Mark	7:34	(NLT)

	The	Word	became	flesh	and	made	his	dwelling
among	us.	We	have	seen	his	glory,	the	glory	of	the
one	and	only	Son,	who	came	from	the	Father,	full
of	grace	and	truth.

—John	1:14	(NIV)

	I	heard	a	loud	shout	from	the	throne,	saying,
“Look,	God’s	home	is	now	among	his	people!	He
will	live	with	them,	and	they	will	be	his	people.	God
himself	will	be	with	them.	He	will	wipe	every	tear
from	their	eyes,	and	there	will	be	no	more	death	or
sorrow	or	crying	or	pain.	All	these	things	are	gone
forever.”		And	the	one	sitting	on	the	throne	said,
“Look,	I	am	making	everything	new!”

—Revelation	21:3-5	(NLT)

4.	With	Empathy.

Looking	up	to	heaven,	he	sighed	and	said,
“Ephphatha,”	which	means,	“Be	opened!”	Instantly
the	man	could	hear	perfectly,	and	his	tongue	was
freed	so	he	could	speak	plainly!



—Mark	7:34-35	(NLT)

Strengthen	the	feeble	hands,	steady	the	knees	that
give	way;	say	to	those	with	fearful	hearts,	“Be
strong,	do	not	fear;	your	God	will	come,	he	will
come	with	vengeance;	with	divine	retribution	he
will	come	to	save	you.”	Then	will	the	eyes	of	the
blind	be	opened	and	the	ears	of	the	deaf	unstopped.

—Isaiah	35:4-5	(NIV)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	what	Jesus	had	to	go
through	so	that	you	could	be	made	whole.


