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Enter	through	the	narrow	gate.	For	wide	is	the	gate	and
broad	is	the	road	that	leads	to	destruction,	and	many
enter	through	it.	But	small	is	the	gate	and	narrow	the
road	that	leads	to	life,	and	only	a	few	find	it.

—Matthew	7:13-14	(NIV)

What	Is	Jesus	Saying?

1.	The	Wide	Road	Feels	Natural.

When	you	were	slaves	to	sin,	you	were	free	from
the	control	of	righteousness.	What	benefit	did	you
reap	at	that	time	from	the	things	you	are	now
ashamed	of?	Those	things	result	in	death!	But	now
that	you	have	been	set	free	from	sin	and	have
become	slaves	of	God,	the	benefit	you	reap	leads	to
holiness,	and	the	result	is	eternal	life.	For	the
wages	of	sin	is	death,	but	the	gift	of	God	is	eternal
life	in	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord.

—Romans	6:20-23	(NLT)

I	had	to	talk	as	though	you	belonged	to	this	world
or	as	though	you	were	infants	in	Christ.	I	had	to
feed	you	with	milk,	not	with	solid	food,	because
you	weren’t	ready	for	anything	stronger.	And	you
still	aren’t	ready,	for	you	are	still	controlled	by	your



sinful	nature.	You	are	jealous	of	one	another	and
quarrel	with	each	other.	Doesn’t	that	prove	you	are
controlled	by	your	sinful	nature?

—1	Corinthians	3:1-3	(NLT)

When	you	give	to	someone	in	need,	don’t	do	as	the
hypocrites	do…	When	you	pray,	don’t	be	like	the
hypocrites…

—Matthew	6:1-5	(NLT)

2.	The	Narrow	Road	Is	Counter-Intuitive.

If	any	of	you	wants	to	be	my	follower,	you	must
give	up	your	own	way,	take	up	your	cross,	and
follow	me.	If	you	try	to	hang	on	to	your	life,	you
will	lose	it.	But	if	you	give	up	your	life	for	my	sake,
you	will	save	it.	And	what	do	you	benefit	if	you	gain
the	whole	world	but	lose	your	own	soul?	Is
anything	worth	more	than	your	soul?

—Matthew	16:24-26	(NLT)

Enter	through	the	(strait)	gate.	For	wide	is	the	gate
and	broad	is	the	road	that	leads	to	destruction,	and
many	enter	through	it.	But	(strait)	is	the	gate	and
narrow	the	road	that	leads	to	life,	and	only	a	few
find	it.

—Matthew	7:13-14	(NIV)

I	run	in	the	path	of	your	commands,	for	you	have
set	my	heart	free.

—Psalm	119:32	(NIV)

Keep	your	eyes	on	Jesus,	who	both	began	and
finished	this	race	we’re	in.	Study	how	he	did	it.
Because	he	never	lost	sight	of	where	he	was
headed…	he	could	put	up	with	anything	along	the
way:	Cross,	shame,	whatever.	And	now	he’s	there,
in	the	place	of	honor,	right	alongside	God.	When
you	find	yourselves	flagging	in	your	faith,	go	over
that	story	again,	item	by	item,	that	long	litany	of
hostility	he	plowed	through.	That	will	shoot



adrenaline	into	your	souls!
—Hebrews	12:2-3	(MES)

Enter	through	the	narrow	gate.	For	wide	is	the
gate	and	broad	is	the	road	that	leads	to
destruction,	and	many	enter	through	it.	But	small	is
the	gate	and	narrow	the	road	that	leads	to	life,	and
only	a	few	find	it.

—Matthew	7:13-14	(NIV)

Jesus	said	to	them,	“I	tell	you	the	truth,	the	tax
collectors	and	the	prostitutes	will	enter	the
kingdom	of	God	before	you	do.

—Matthew	21:31	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Reflect	on	whether	you	are	walking	the	narrow	road	or	the
wide	road.


