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Jesus	and	his	disciples	left	Galilee	and	went	up	to	the
villages	near	Caesarea	Philippi.

—Mark	8:27	(NLT)

Who	Is	Jesus?

1.	The	Son	Of	Man.

	He	asked	his	disciples,	“Who	do	people	say	that
the	Son	of	Man	is?”

—Matthew	16:13	(NLT)

I	watched	as	thrones	were	put	in	place	and	the
Ancient	One	sat	down	to	judge.

—Daniel	7:9	(NLT)

As	my	vision	continued	that	night,	I	saw	someone
like	a	son	of	man	coming	with	the	clouds	of
heaven.

—Daniel	7:13	(NLT)

Then	God	blessed	them	and	said,	“Be	fruitful	and
multiply.	Fill	the	earth	and	rule	over	it.	Reign	over



the	fish	in	the	sea,	the	birds	in	the	sky,	and	all	the
beasts	that	scurry	along	the	ground.”

—Genesis	1:27-28	(NLT)

And	I	will	cause	hostility	between	you	and	the
woman,	and	between	your	offspring	and	her
offspring.	He	will	crush	your	head,	and	you	will
strike	his	heel.

—Genesis	3:15	(NLT)

“Why	are	you	so	angry?”	the	Lord	asked	Cain.
“Why	do	you	look	so	dejected	You	will	be	accepted
if	you	do	what	is	right.	But	if	you	refuse	to	do	what
is	right,	then	watch	out!	Sin	is	crouching	at	the
door,	eager	to	control	you.	But	you	must	subdue	it
and	be	its	master.”

—Genesis	4:6-7	(NLT)

As	my	vision	continued	that	night,	I	saw	someone
like	a	son	of	man	coming	with	the	clouds	of
heaven.	He	approached	the	Ancient	One	and	was
led	into	his	presence.	He	was	given	authority,
honor,	and	sovereignty	over	all	the	nations	of	the
world,	so	that	people	of	every	race	and	nation	and
language	would	worship	him.	His	rule	is	eternal—
it	will	never	end.	His	kingdom	will	never	be
destroyed.

—Daniel	7:13-14	(NLT)

Next	the	devil	took	him	to	the	peak	of	a	very	high
mountain	and	showed	him	all	the	kingdoms	of	the
world	and	their	glory.	“I	will	give	it	all	to	you,”	he
said,	“if	you	will	kneel	down	and	worship	me.”
	“Get	behind	me,	Satan,”	Jesus	told	him.	“For	the
Scriptures	say,	‘You	must	worship	the	Lord	your
God	and	serve	only	him.’

—Matthew	4:8-10	(NLT)

2.	The	King	On	A	Cross.

When	Jesus	came	to	the	region	of	Caesarea



Philippi,	he	asked	his	disciples,	“Who	do	people	say
that	the	Son	of	Man	is?”	“Well,”	they	replied,
“some	say	John	the	Baptist,	some	say	Elijah,	and
others	say	Jeremiah	or	one	of	the	other
prophets.”	Then	he	asked	them,	“But	who	do	you
say	I	am?”	Simon	Peter	answered,	“You	are	the
Christ,	the	Son	of	the	living	God.”

—Matthew	16:13-16	(NLT)

Jesus	replied,	“You	are	blessed,	Simon	son	of	John,
because	my	Father	in	heaven	has	revealed	this	to
you.	You	did	not	learn	this	from	any	human
being.	Now	I	say	to	you	that	you	are	Peter	(which
means	‘rock’),	and	upon	this	rock	I	will	build	my
church,	and	all	the	powers	of	hell	will	not	conquer
it.

—Matthew	16:17-18	(NLT)

From	then	on	Jesus	began	to	tell	his	disciples
plainly	that	it	was	necessary	for	him	to	go	to
Jerusalem,	and	that	he	would	suffer	many	terrible
things	at	the	hands	of	the	elders,	the	leading
priests,	and	the	teachers	of	religious	law.	He	would
be	killed,	but	on	the	third	day	he	would	be	raised
from	the	dead.

—Matthew	16:21	(NLT)

3.	Our	Incarnation.

:a	visible	representation	of	something	abstract.

But	Peter	took	him	aside	and	began	to	rebuke	him
for	saying	such	things.	“Heaven	forbid,	Lord,”	he
said.	“This	will	never	happen	to	you!”

—Matthew	16:22-23	(NLT)

Jesus	turned	around	and	looked	at	his	disciples,
then	rebuked	Peter.	“Get	away	from	me,	Satan!”	he
said.	“You	are	seeing	things	merely	from	a	human
point	of	view,	not	from	God’s.”

—Mark	8:33	(NLT)



Then	Jesus	said	to	his	disciples,	“If	any	of	you
wants	to	be	my	follower,	you	must	give	up	your
own	way,	take	up	your	cross,	and	follow	me.	If	you
try	to	hang	on	to	your	life,	you	will	lose	it.	But	if
you	give	up	your	life	for	my	sake,	you	will	save	it.
	And	what	do	you	benefit	if	you	gain	the	whole
world	but	lose	your	own	soul?	Is	anything	worth
more	than	your	soul?	For	the	Son	of	Man	will	come
with	his	angels	in	the	glory	of	his	Father	and	will
judge	all	people	according	to	their	deeds.	And	I	tell
you	the	truth,	some	standing	here	right	now	will
not	die	before	they	see	the	Son	of	Man	coming	in
his	Kingdom.”

—Matthew	16:24-28	(NLT)

Watch	what	God	does,	and	then	you	do	it,	like
children	who	learn	proper	behavior	from	their
parents.	Mostly	what	God	does	is	love	you.	Keep
company	with	him	and	learn	a	life	of	love.	Observe
how	Christ	loved	us.	His	love	was	not	cautious	but
extravagant.	He	didn’t	love	in	order	to	get
something	from	us	but	to	give	everything	of	himself
to	us.	Love	like	that.

—Ephesians	5:1-2	(MSG)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	what	it	means	to	pick	up	your	cross
and	follow	Jesus.	How	would	that	change	how	you	live?	What	would
have	to	change?	What	wouldn’t?


