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When	Jesus	came	down	from	the	mountainside,	large
crowds	followed	him.	A	man	with	leprosy	came	and	knelt
before	him…

—Matthew	8:1	(NIV)

What’s	This	Story	About?

1.	Contagious	Impurity.

	“Lord,	if	you	are	willing,	you	can	make	me	clean.”
	Jesus	reached	out	his	hand	and	touched	the	man.
“I	am	willing,”	he	said.	“Be	clean!”	Immediately	he
was	cleansed	of	his	leprosy.

—Matthew	8:2-3	(NIV)

The	Lord	said	to	Moses	and	Aaron,	“If	anyone	has
a	swelling	or	a	rash	or	discolored	skin	that	might
develop	into	a	serious	skin	disease,	that	person
must	be	brought	to	[the	priests].	The	priest	will
examine	the	affected	area	of	the	skin.	If…	it	is	a
serious	skin	disease,	the	priest	who	examines	it
must	pronounce	the	person	ceremonially	unclean…
Those	who	suffer	from	a	serious	skin	disease	must
tear	their	clothing	and	leave	their	hair	uncombed.
They	must	cover	their	mouth	and	call	out,
‘Unclean!	Unclean!’	As	long	as	the	serious	disease



lasts,	they	will	be	ceremonially	unclean.	They	must
live	in	isolation	in	their	place	outside	the	camp.

—Leviticus	13:1-46	(NLT)

	Command	the	Israelites	to	send	away	from	the
camp	anyone	who	has	a	defiling	skin	disease	or	a
discharge	of	any	kind,	or	who	is	ceremonially
unclean	because	of	a	dead	body.	Send	away	male
and	female	alike;	send	them	outside	the	camp	so
they	will	not	defile	their	camp,	where	I	dwell
among	them.	Number	5:2-3	(NIV)

	I	am	the	Lord	your	God;	consecrate	yourselves	and
be	holy,	because	I	am	holy.	Do	not	make	yourselves
unclean	by	any	creature	that	moves	along	the
ground.	I	am	the	Lord,	who	brought	you	up	out	of
Egypt	to	be	your	God;	therefore	be	holy,	because	I
am	holy.

—Leviticus	11:44-45	(NIV)

Before	the	way	of	faith	in	Christ	was	available	to
us,	we	were	placed	under	guard	by	the	law.	We
were	kept	in	protective	custody,	so	to	speak,	until
the	way	of	faith	was	revealed.	Let	me	put	it
another	way.	The	law	was	our	guardian	until	Christ
came;	it	protected	us	until	we	could	be	made	right
with	God	through	faith.	And	now	that	the	way	of
faith	has	come,	we	no	longer	need	the	law	as	our
guardian.

—Galatians	3:23-25	(NLT)

2.	Jesus’	Contagious	Holiness.

	“Lord,	if	you	are	willing,	you	can	make	me	clean.”
	Jesus	reached	out	his	hand	and	touched	the	man.
“I	am	willing,”	he	said.	“Be	clean!”	Immediately	he
was	cleansed	of	his	leprosy.

—Matthew	8:2-3	(NIV)

It	was	in	the	year	King	Uzziah	died	that	I	saw	the
Lord.	He	was	sitting	on	a	lofty	throne,	and	the



train	of	his	robe	filled	the	Temple.	Attending	him
were	mighty	seraphim,	each	having	six	wings.	With
two	wings	they	covered	their	faces,	with	two	they
covered	their	feet,	and	with	two	they	flew.

—Isaiah	6:1-2	(NLT)

They	were	calling	out	to	each	other,	“Holy,	holy,
holy	is	the	Lord	of	Heaven’s	Armies!	The	whole
earth	is	filled	with	his	glory!”		Their	voices	shook
the	Temple	to	its	foundations,	and	the	entire
building	was	filled	with	smoke.	Then	I	said,	“It’s	all
over!	I	am	doomed,	for	I	am	a	sinful	man.	I	have
filthy	lips,	and	I	live	among	a	people	with	filthy	lips.
Yet	I	have	seen	the	King,	the	Lord	of	Heaven’s
Armies.”		Then	one	of	the	seraphim	flew	to	me	with
a	burning	coal	he	had	taken	from	the	altar	with	a
pair	of	tongs.	He	touched	my	lips	with	it	and	said,
“See,	this	coal	has	touched	your	lips.	Now	your
guilt	is	removed,	and	your	sins	are	forgiven.”

—Isaiah	6:3-7	(NLT)

Surely	he	took	up	our	pain	and	bore	our	suffering,
yet	we	considered	him	punished	by	God,	stricken	by
him,	and	afflicted.	But	he	was	pierced	for	our
transgressions,	he	was	crushed	for	our	iniquities;
the	punishment	that	brought	us	peace	was	on	him,
and	by	his	wounds	we	are	healed.	We	all,	like
sheep,	have	gone	astray,	each	of	us	has	turned	to
our	own	way;	and	the	Lord	has	laid	on	him	the
iniquity	of	us	all.

—Isaiah	53:4-6	(NIV)

When	he	sees	all	that	is	accomplished	by	his
anguish,	he	will	be	satisfied.	And	because	of	his
experience,	my	righteous	servant	will	make	it
possible	for	many	to	be	counted	righteous,	for	he
will	bear	all	their	sins.

—Isaiah	53:11	(NIV)

Then	Jesus	said	to	him,	“Don’t	tell	anyone	about



this.	Instead,	go	to	the	priest	and	let	him	examine
you.	Take	along	the	offering	required	in	the	law	of
Moses	for	those	who	have	been	healed	of	leprosy.
This	will	be	a	public	testimony	that	you	have	been
cleansed.”

—Matthew	8:4	(NLT)

But	when	the	teachers	of	religious	law	who	were
Pharisees	saw	him	eating	with	tax	collectors	and
other	sinners,	they	asked	his	disciples,	“Why	does
he	eat	with	such	scum?”		When	Jesus	heard	this,	he
told	them,	“Healthy	people	don’t	need	a	doctor—
sick	people	do.	I	have	come	to	call	not	those	who
think	they	are	righteous,	but	those	who	know	they
are	sinners.

—Mark	1:16-17	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	how	Jesus’	contagious
holiness	impacts	your	own	weaknesses	and	flaws.


