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Six	days	later	Jesus	took	Peter,	James,	and	John,	and	led
them	up	a	high	mountain	to	be	alone.

—Mark	9:2	(NLT)

What	Does	The	Transfiguration	Teach	Us?

1.	Jesus’	True	Identity.

As	the	men	watched,	Jesus’	appearance	was
transformed	so	that	his	face	shone	like	the	sun,	and
his	clothes	became	as	white	as	light.	Suddenly,
Moses	and	Elijah	appeared	and	began	talking	with
Jesus.

—Matthew	17:2-3	(NLT)

	Then	Moses	said,	“Now	show	me	your	glory.”		And
the	Lord	said,	“I	will	cause	all	my	goodness	to	pass
in	front	of	you,	and	I	will	proclaim	my	name,	the
Lord,	in	your	presence.	I	will	have	mercy	on	whom
I	will	have	mercy,	and	I	will	have	compassion	on
whom	I	will	have	compassion.	But,”	he	said,	“you
cannot	see	my	face,	for	no	one	may	see	me	and
live.”		Then	the	Lord	said,	“There	is	a	place	near
me	where	you	may	stand	on	a	rock.	When	my	glory
passes	by,	I	will	put	you	in	a	cleft	in	the	rock	and
cover	you	with	my	hand	until	I	have	passed
by.	Then	I	will	remove	my	hand	and	you	will	see	my
back;	but	my	face	must	not	be	seen.”

—Exodus	33:18-23	(NLT)

When	Moses	came	down	Mount	Sinai	carrying	the
two	stone	tablets	inscribed	with	the	terms	of	the
covenant,	he	wasn’t	aware	that	his	face	had
become	radiant	because	he	had	spoken	to	the
Lord.	So	when	Aaron	and	the	people	of	Israel	saw
the	radiance	of	Moses’	face,	they	were	afraid	to
come	near	him.

—Exodus	34:29-30	(NLT)

*	The	Son	is	the	radiance	of	God’s	glory	and	the
exact	representation	of	his	being,	sustaining	all



things	by	his	powerful	word.
—Hebrews	1:3	(NIV)

In	the	beginning	the	Word	(the	Logos)	already
existed.	The	Word	(the	Logos)	was	with	God,	and
the	Word	(the	Logos)	was	God.	He	existed	in	the
beginning	with	God.	God	created	everything
through	him,	and	nothing	was	created	except
through	him.	The	Word	(the	Logos)	gave	life	to
everything	that	was	created,	and	his	life	brought
light	to	everyone.	The	light	shines	in	the	darkness,
and	the	darkness	can	never	extinguish	it.

—John	1:1-5	(NLT)

2.	Jesus’	True	Mission.

Peter	exclaimed,	“Rabbi,	it’s	wonderful	for	us	to	be
here!	Let’s	make	three	tabernacles—	one	for	you,
one	for	Moses,	and	one	for	Elijah.”	He	said	this
because	he	didn’t	really	know	what	else	to	say,	for
they	were	all	terrified.	Then	a	cloud	formed	and
overshadowed	them.

—Mark	9:5-7	(NLT)

Then	the	cloud	covered	the	tent	of	meeting,	and	the
glory	of	the	Lord	filled	the	tabernacle.	Moses	could
not	enter	the	tent	of	meeting	because	the	cloud	had
settled	on	it,	and	the	glory	of	the	Lord	filled	the
tabernacle…	So	the	cloud	of	the	Lord	was	over	the
tabernacle	by	day,	and	fire	was	in	the	cloud	by
night,	in	the	sight	of	all	the	Israelites	during	all
their	travels.

—Exodus	40:334-38	(NLT)

So	the	Word	(the	Logos)	became	human	and
tabernacled	among	us.	He	was	full	of	unfailing	love
and	faithfulness.	And	we	have	seen	his	glory,	the
glory	of	the	Father’s	one	and	only	Son.

—John	1:14	(NLT)

Then	Jesus	shouted	out	again,	and	he	released	his



spirit.		At	that	moment	the	curtain	in	the	sanctuary
of	the	Temple	was	torn	in	two,	from	top	to	bottom.

—Matthew	27:51	(NLT)

Jesus	answered	them,	“Destroy	this	temple,	and	I
will	raise	it	again	in	three	days.”	They	replied,	“It
has	taken	forty-six	years	to	build	this	temple,	and
you	are	going	to	raise	it	in	three	days?”	But	the
temple	he	had	spoken	of	was	his	body.

—John	2:19-22	(NIV)

Do	you	not	know	that	you	are	God’s	temple	and
that	God’s	Spirit	dwells	in	you?

—1	Corinthians	3:16	(ESV)

3.	God’s	Deepest	Desire.

	Then	a	cloud	overshadowed	them,	and	a	voice
from	the	cloud	said,	“This	is	my	dearly	loved	Son.
Listen	to	him.”	Suddenly,	when	they	looked	around,
Moses	and	Elijah	were	gone,	and	they	saw	only
Jesus	with	them.

—Mark	9:7-8	(NLT)

As	they	went	back	down	the	mountain,	he	told
them	not	to	tell	anyone	what	they	had	seen	until
the	Son	of	Man	had	risen	from	the	dead.	So	they
kept	it	to	themselves,	but	they	often	asked	each
other	what	he	meant	by	“rising	from	the	dead.”

—Mark	9:8-10	(NLT)

Therefore	we	do	not	lose	heart.	Though	outwardly
we	are	wasting	away,	yet	inwardly	we	are	being
renewed	day	by	day.	For	our	light	and	momentary
troubles	are	achieving	for	us	an	eternal	glory	that
far	outweighs	them	all.	So	we	fix	our	eyes	not	on
what	is	seen,	but	on	what	is	unseen,	since	what	is
seen	is	temporary,	but	what	is	unseen	is	eternal.

—2	Corinthians	4:16-18	(NIV)

Follow	Through	Step:



Spend	some	time	praying	and	asking	God,	“Show	me	Your
glory.	Show	me	the	way.	Teach	me	the	meaning	of	the
transfiguration	of	Jesus.


