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Don’t	forget	that	you	Gentiles	used	to	be	outsiders.	You
were	called	“uncircumcised	heathens”	by	the	Jews,	who
were	proud	of	their	circumcision,	even	though	it	affected
only	their	bodies	and	not	their	hearts…	But	now	you	have
been	united	with	Christ	Jesus.	Once	you	were	far	away
from	God,	but	now	you	have	been	brought	near	to	him
through	the	blood	of	Christ.	For	Christ	himself	has
brought	peace	to	us.	He	united	Jews	and	Gentiles	into	one
people	when,	in	his	own	body	on	the	cross,	he	broke
down	the	wall	of	hostility	that	separated	us…	He	made
peace	between	Jews	and	Gentiles	by	creating	in	himself
one	new	people	from	the	two	groups.	Together	as	one
body,	Christ	reconciled	both	groups	to	God	by	means	of
his	death	on	the	cross,	and	our	hostility	toward	each
other	was	put	to	death.

—Ephesians	2:11-16	(NLT)

What’s	This	Story	About?

1.	It’s	About	Humility.

	When	Jesus	returned	to	Capernaum,	a	Roman
centurion	came	and	pleaded	with	him.	“Lord,	my
young	servant	lies	in	bed,	paralyzed	and	in	terrible
pain.”		Jesus	said,	“I	will	come	and	heal	him.”		But
the	officer	said,	“Lord,	I	am	not	worthy	to	have	you
come	into	my	home.



—Matthew	8:5-8	(NLT)

This	man	deserves	to	have	you	do	this,	because	he
loves	our	nation	and	has	built	our	synagogue.

—Luke	7:4-5	(NLT)

“You	have	heard	the	law	that	says,	‘Love	your
neighbor’	and	hate	your	enemy.	But	I	say,	love	your
enemies!	Pray	for	those	who	persecute	you!	In	that
way,	you	will	be	acting	as	true	children	of	your
Father	in	heaven.	For	he	gives	his	sunlight	to	both
the	evil	and	the	good,	and	he	sends	rain	on	the	just
and	the	unjust	alike.	If	you	love	only	those	who	love
you,	what	reward	is	there	for	that?	Even	corrupt
tax	collectors	do	that	much.	If	you	are	kind	only	to
your	friends,	how	are	you	different	from	anyone
else?	Even	pagans	do	that.

—Matthew	5:43-47	(NLT)

2.	It’s	About	Faith.

Now	faith	is	confidence	in	what	we	hope	for	and
assurance	about	what	we	do	not	see.

—Hebrews	11:1	(NIV)

It	is	impossible	to	please	God	without	faith.	Anyone
who	wants	to	come	to	him	must	believe	that	God
exists	and	that	he	rewards	those	who	sincerely	seek
him.

—Hebrews	11:6	(NLT)

The	father	instantly	cried	out,	“I	do	believe,	but
help	me	overcome	my	unbelief!”

—Mark	9:24	(NLT)

	Just	say	the	word	from	where	you	are,	and	my
servant	will	be	healed.	I	know	this	because	I	am
under	the	authority	of	my	superior	officers,	and	I
have	authority	over	my	soldiers.	I	only	need	to	say,
‘Go,’	and	they	go,	or	‘Come,’	and	they	come.	And	if
I	say	to	my	slaves,	‘Do	this,’	they	do	it.”



—Matthew	8:8-9	(NLT)

For	we	walk	by	faith,	not	by	sight.
—2	Corinthians	5:4	(NIV)

3.	It’s	About	Amazing	Jesus.

	When	Jesus	heard	this,	he	was	amazed.	Turning	to
those	who	were	following	him,	he	said,	“I	tell	you
the	truth,	I	haven’t	seen	faith	like	this	in	all	Israel!

—Matthew	8:10	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Reflect	on	what	it	means	to	“walk	by	faith”	in	this	world
and	how	doing	that	might	cultivate	the	kind	of	faith	that
amazes	Jesus	&	makes	your	Father	proud	that	you’re	His
Child.


