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After	Jesus	had	finished	instructing	his	twelve	disciples,	he
went	on	from	there	to	teach	and	preach	in	the	towns	of
Galilee.

—Matthew	11:1	(NLT)

What’s	This	Story	About?

1.	John’s	Doubts.

	When	John,	who	was	in	prison,	heard	about	the
deeds	of	the	Messiah,	he	sent	his	disciples	to	ask
him,	“Are	you	the	one	who	is	to	come,	or	should	we
expect	someone	else?”

—Matthew	11:2-3	(NLT)

As	soon	as	Jesus	was	baptized,	he	went	up	out	of



the	water.	At	that	moment	heaven	was	opened,	and
he	saw	the	Spirit	of	God	descending	like	a	dove
and	alighting	on	him.		And	a	voice	from	heaven
said,	“This	is	my	Son,	whom	I	love;	with	him	I	am
well	pleased.”

—Matthew	3:16-17	(NLT)

The	one	who	follows	me	is	far	stronger	than	I	am.
—Matthew	3:11	(NLT)

I	am	quiet;	I	do	not	open	my	mouth,	because	you
are	the	one	who	has	done	this.	Quit	punishing
me;		your	beating	is	about	to	kill	me…	Leave	me
alone	so	I	can	be	happy	before	I	leave	and	am	no
more.

—Psalm	39:9-13	(NLT)

You	have	taken	away	my	loved	ones	and	friends.
Darkness	is	my	only	friend.

—Psalm	88:18	(NLT)

Be	merciful	to	those	who	doubt.
—Jude	:22

2.	Jesus’	Reply.

Jesus	told	them,	“Go	back	to	John	and	tell	him
what	you	have	heard	and	seen—	the	blind	see,	the
lame	walk,	those	with	leprosy	are	cured,	the	deaf
hear,	the	dead	are	raised	to	life,	and	the	Good
News	is	being	preached	to	the	poor.”

—Matthew	8:4-5	(NLT)

Then	the	blind	people	will	see	again,	and	the	deaf
will	hear.	Crippled	people	will	jump	like	deer	and
those	who	can’t	talk	now	will	shout	with	joy.

—Isaiah	35:5-6	(NLT)

3.	Jesus’	Challenge.

And	blessed	is	the	one	who	is	not	offended	by	me.
—Matthew	11:6	(ESV)



So	when	we	preach	that	Christ	was	crucified,	the
Jews	are	offended	and	the	Gentiles	say	it’s	all
nonsense.

—1	Corinthians	1:23	(NLT)

At	this	point	many	of	his	disciples	turned	away	and
deserted	him.	Then	Jesus	turned	to	the	Twelve	and
asked,	“Are	you	also	going	to	leave?”		Simon	Peter
replied,	“Lord,	to	whom	would	we	go?	You	have
the	words	that	give	eternal	life.	We	believe,	and	we
know	you	are	the	Holy	One	of	God.

—John	6:65-69	(NLT)

4.	Jesus’	Grace	&	Mercy.

I	tell	you	the	truth,	of	all	who	have	ever	lived,	none
is	greater	than	John	the	Baptist.

—Matthew	11:11	(NLT)

Be	merciful	to	those	who	doubt.
—Jude	:22

Follow	Through	Step:

*Reflect	on	the	questions	you	have	for	God	about	why	He	is	or	isn’t
doing	what	you	thought	He	should	be	doing.	And	then	share	them	with
Jesus.	*


