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Then	a	demon-possessed	man,	who	was	blind	and
couldn’t	speak,	was	brought	to	Jesus.	He	healed	the	man
so	that	he	could	both	speak	and	see.		The	crowd	was
amazed	and	asked,	“Could	it	be	that	Jesus	is	the	Son	of
David,	the	Messiah?”		But	when	the	Pharisees	heard
about	the	miracle,	they	said,	“No	wonder	he	can	cast	out
demons.	He	gets	his	power	from	Satan,	the	prince	of
demons

—Matthew	12:22-24	(NLT)
.

Jesus	knew	their	thoughts	and	said	to	them,	“Every
kingdom	divided	against	itself	will	be	ruined,	and	every
city	or	household	divided	against	itself	will	not	stand.	If
Satan	drives	out	Satan,	he	is	divided	against	himself.
How	then	can	his	kingdom	stand?

—Matthew	12:25-26	(NIV)

What’s	This	Story	About?

1.	The	Problem	Of	Forgiveness.

So	I	tell	you,	people	can	be	forgiven	for	every	sin
they	do.	And	people	can	be	forgiven	for	every	bad
thing	they	say.	But	if	anyone	speaks	against	the
Holy	Spirit,	then	he	will	not	be	forgiven.



—Matthew	12:31	(ICB)

Anyone	who	speaks	against	the	Son	of	Man	can	be
forgiven,	but	anyone	who	speaks	against	the	Holy
Spirit	will	never	be	forgiven,	either	in	this	world	or
in	the	world	to	come.

—Matthew	12:32	(NLT)

Then	God	said,	“Let	there	be	light,”	and	there	was
light.”

—Genesis	1:3	(NLT)

For	all	creation	is	waiting	patiently…	For	on	that
day	thorns	and	thistles,	sin,	death,	and	decay—the
things	that	overcame	the	world	against	its	will…
will	all	disappear,	and	the	world	around	us	will
share	in	the	glorious	freedom	from	sin	which	God’s
children	enjoy.	For	we	know	that	even	the	things	of
nature,	like	animals	and	plants,	suffer	in	sickness
and	death	as	they	await	this	great	event.

—Romans	8:19-22	(TLB)

When	the	other	disciples	saw	what	was	about	to
happen,	they	exclaimed,	“Lord,	should	we	fight?
We	brought	the	swords!”	And	one	of	them	struck	at
the	high	priest’s	slave,	slashing	off	his	right	ear.
	But	Jesus	said,	“No	more	of	this.”	And	he	touched
the	man’s	ear	and	healed	him.

—Luke	22:49-51	(NLT)

	Jesus	said,	“Father,	forgive	them,	for	they	don’t
know	what	they	are	doing.”

—Luke	23:34	(NLT)

2.	The	Power	Of	Repentance.

So	I	tell	you,	people	can	be	forgiven	for	every	sin
they	do.	And	people	can	be	forgiven	for	every	bad
thing	they	say.	But	if	anyone	speaks	against	the
Holy	Spirit,	then	he	will	not	be	forgiven.

—Matthew	12:31	(ICB)



And	when	he	has	come	he	will	convince	the	world
of	its	sin,	and	of	the	availability	of	God’s	goodness,
and	of	deliverance	from	judgment…	When	the	Holy
Spirit,	who	is	truth,	comes,	he	shall	guide	you	into
all	truth.

—John	16:8-13	(TLB)

You	will	perish,	too,	unless	you	repent	of	your	sins
and	turn	to	God.

—Luke	13:3	(NLT)

Here	is	a	trustworthy	saying	that	deserves	full
acceptance:	Christ	Jesus	came	into	the	world	to
save	sinners—of	whom	I	am	the	worst.

—1	Timothy	1:15	(NIV)

“In	prayer	there	is	a	connection	between	what	God
does	and	what	you	do.	You	can’t	get	forgiveness
from	God,	for	instance,	without	also	forgiving
others.	If	you	refuse	to	do	your	part,	you	cut
yourself	off	from	God’s	part.

—Matthew	6:14	(MES)

Look!	I	stand	at	the	door	and	knock.	If	you	hear
my	voice	and	open	the	door,	I	will	come	in,	and	we
will	share	a	meal	together	as	friends.

—Revelation	3:20	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Open	the	door	to	Jesus	and	allow	His	forgiveness	to	begin
flowing	into	your	life	again.	Ask	the	Holy	Spirit	to	guide	your
life,	then	forgive	so	you	can	be	forgiven.


