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When	they	came	to	the	other	disciples,	they	saw	a	large
crowd	around	them	and	the	teachers	of	the	law	arguing
with	them.	As	soon	as	all	the	people	saw	Jesus,	they	were
overwhelmed	with	wonder	and	ran	to	greet	him.	“What
are	you	arguing	with	them	about?”	he	asked.

—Mark	9:14-16	(NLT)

Faith	shows	the	reality	of	what	we	hope	for;	it	is	the
evidence	of	things	we	cannot	see.	Through	their	faith,	the
people	in	days	of	old	earned	a	good	reputation.		By	faith
we	understand	that	the	entire	universe	was	formed	at
God’s	command,	that	what	we	now	see	did	not	come
from	anything	that	can	be	seen.

—Hebrews	11:1-3	(NIV)



Random	Observations	On	Faith	&	Doubt

1.	Belief	Is	Complicated.

Pistos=	Faith;	Belief;	Trust;	Commitment.

One	of	the	men	in	the	crowd	spoke	up	and	said,
“Teacher,	I	brought	my	son	so	you	could	heal	him.
He	is	possessed	by	an	evil	spirit	that	won’t	let	him
talk.	And	whenever	this	spirit	seizes	him,	it	throws
him	violently	to	the	ground.	Then	he	foams	at	the
mouth	and	grinds	his	teeth	and	becomes	rigid.	So	I
asked	your	disciples	to	cast	out	the	evil	spirit,	but
they	couldn’t	do	it.”

—Mark	9:17-18	(NLT)

God	loved	the	world	so	much	that	he	gave	his	one
and	only	Son,	so	that	everyone	who	believes	in	him
will	not	perish	but	have	eternal	life.

—John	3:16	(NLT)

2.	Belief	Isn’t	Only	About	What	I	Think	Is	True.

Jesus	said	to	them,	“You	faithless	people!	How	long
must	I	be	with	you?	How	long	must	I	put	up	with
you?	Bring	the	boy	to	me.”

—Mark	9:19	(NLT)

What	good	is	it,	dear	brothers	and	sisters,	if	you
say	you	have	faith	but	don’t	show	it	by	your
actions?	Can	that	kind	of	faith	save	anyone?

—James	2:14	(NLT)

For	it	is	by	grace	you	have	been	saved,	through
faith—and	this	is	not	from	yourselves,	it	is	the	gift
of	God—	not	by	works,	so	that	no	one	can	boast.
	For	we	are	God’s	handiwork,	created	in	Christ
Jesus	to	do	good	works,	which	God	prepared	in
advance	for	us	to	do.

—Ephesians	2:8-10	(NLT)

3.	Belief	Can’t	Be	Separated	From	What	I	Do.



Suppose	you	see	a	brother	or	sister	who	has	no
food	or	clothing,	and	you	say,	“Good-bye	and	have
a	good	day;	stay	warm	and	eat	well”—	but	then
you	don’t	give	that	person	any	food	or	clothing.
What	good	does	that	do?		So	you	see,	faith	by	itself
isn’t	enough.	Unless	it	produces	good	deeds,	it	is
dead	and	useless.

—James	2:15-17	(NLT)

You	say	you	have	faith,	for	you	believe	that
there	is	one	God.	Good	for	you!	Even	the
demons	believe	this,	and	they	tremble	in
terror.	How	foolish!	Can’t	you	see	that	faith
without	good	deeds	is	useless…	Just	as	the
body	is	dead	without	breath,	so	also	faith	is
dead	without	good	works.

—James	2:19-26	(NLT)

Belief=	Act	Of	My	Will	-or-	Commitment.

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	what	faith/belief/trust/commitment	is.
How	does	faith	come	into	our	lives?	What	does	faith	look	like	in	our
lives?	What	will	make	me	grow	in	my	faith?


