
August	30,	2024

The	Year	Of
Following	Jesus
#139	Death,	Taxes
&	Jesus





Afterward	the	disciples	asked	Jesus	privately,	“Why
couldn’t	we	cast	out	that	demon?”

—Matthew	17:19	(NLT)

Lessons	From	Jesus:

1.	Nothing	Is	Impossible	With	Faith.

2.	The	Apostles	Still	Don’t	Get	It.

	After	they	gathered	again	in	Galilee,	Jesus	told
them,	“The	Son	of	Man	is	going	to	be	betrayed	into
the	hands	of	his	enemies.	He	will	be	killed,	but	on
the	third	day	he	will	be	raised	from	the	dead.”	And
the	disciples	were	filled	with	grief.

—Matthew	17:22-23	(NLT)

He	was	despised	and	rejected	by	men,	A	Man	of
sorrows	and	pain	and	acquainted	with	grief…	But
it	was	our	weaknesses	he	carried;	it	was	our
sorrows	that	weighed	him	down.	And	we	thought



his	troubles	were	a	punishment	from	God,	a
punishment	for	his	own	sins!	But	he	was	pierced
for	our	rebellion,	crushed	for	our	sins.	He	was
beaten	so	we	could	be	whole.	He	was	whipped	so
we	could	be	healed.	All	of	us,	like	sheep,	have
strayed	away.	We	have	left	God’s	paths	to	follow
our	own.	Yet	the	Lord	laid	on	him	the	sins	of	us	all.

—Isaiah	53:4-6	(NIV)

He	was	oppressed	and	treated	harshly	yet	he	never
said	a	word.	He	was	led	like	a	lamb	to	the
slaughter.	And	as	a	sheep	is	silent	before	the
shearers,	he	did	not	open	his	mouth.	Unjustly
condemned,	he	was	led	away.	No	one	cared	that…
his	life	was	cut	short	in	midstream.	But	he	was
struck	down	for	the	rebellion	of	my	people.	He	had
done	no	wrong	and	had	never	deceived	anyone.	But
he	was	buried	like	a	criminal;	he	was	put	in	a	rich
man’s	grave.	But	it	was	the	Lord’s	good	plan	to
crush	him	and	cause	him	grief.	Yet	when	his	life	is
made	an	offering	for	sin,	he	will	have	many
descendants.	He	will	enjoy	a	long	life,	and	the
Lord’s	good	plan	will	prosper	in	his	hands.	When
he	sees	all	that	is	accomplished	by	his	anguish,	he
will	be	satisfied.	And	because	of	his	experience,	my
righteous	servant	will	make	it	possible	for	many	to
be	counted	righteous,	for	he	will	bear	all	their	sins.

—Isaiah	53:7-11	(NLT)

My	God,	my	God,	why	have	you	abandoned	me?
Why	are	you	so	far	away	when	I	groan	for	help…
Everyone	who	sees	me	mocks	me.	They	sneer	and
shake	their	heads,	saying,	“Is	this	the	one	who
relies	on	the	Lord?	Then	let	the	Lord	save	him!	If
the	Lord	loves	him	so	much,	let	the	Lord	rescue
him…”	My	enemies	surround	me	like	a	pack	of
dogs;	an	evil	gang	closes	in	on	me.	They	have
pierced	my	hands	and	feet.	I	can	count	all	my
bones.	My	enemies	stare	at	me	and	gloat.	They
divide	my	garments	among	themselves	and	throw



dice	for	my	clothing.
—Psalm	22:1-18	(NLT)

3.	Jesus’	True	Objective.

	On	their	arrival	in	Capernaum,	the	collectors	of
the	Temple	tax	came	to	Peter	and	asked	him,
“Doesn’t	your	teacher	pay	the	Temple	tax?”		“Yes,
he	does,”	Peter	replied.	Then	he	went	into	the
house.

—Matthew	17:24-25	(NLT)





Jesus	asked	him,	“What	do	you	think,	Peter?	Do
kings	tax	their	own	people	or	the	people	they	have
conquered?”		“They	tax	the	people	they	have
conquered,”	Peter	replied.	“Well,	then,”	Jesus	said,
“the	citizens	are	free!		However,	we	don’t	want	to
offend	them,	so	go	down	to	the	lake	and	throw	in	a
line.	Open	the	mouth	of	the	first	fish	you	catch,	and
you	will	find	a	large	silver	coin.	Take	it	and	pay	the
tax	for	both	of	us.”

—Matthew	17:25-27	(NLT)

He	is	ready	to	separate	the	chaff	from	the	wheat
with	his	winnowing	fork.	Then	he	will	clean	up	the
threshing	area,	gathering	the	wheat	into	his	barn
but	burning	the	chaff	with	never-ending	fire.”

—Luke	3:17-18	(NLT)

Those	who	wait	on	the	LORD	will	find	new
strength.	They	will	fly	high	on	wings	like	eagles.
They	will	run	and	not	grow	weary.	They	will	walk
and	not	faint.



—Isaiah	40:31	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	what	“waiting	on	the	LORD”
means	in	your	life.	And	ask	yourself	what	it	looks	like	to	do
everything	you	already	know	you	should	be	doing	while	you
wait	for	God	to	unveil	the	future	He	has	in	store	for	you.


