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After	they	arrived	at	Capernaum	and	settled	in	a	house,
Jesus	asked	his	disciples,	“What	were	you	discussing	out
on	the	road?”	But	they	didn’t	answer,	because	they	had
been	arguing	about	which	of	them	was	the	greatest.

—Mark	9:33-34	(NLT)

Jesus’	Lessons	On	Greatness:

1.	Jesus’	Kingdom	Is	Upside	Down.

	He	sat	down,	called	the	twelve	disciples	over	to
him,	and	said,	“Whoever	wants	to	be	first	must
take	last	place	and	be	the	servant	of	everyone
else.”

—Mark	9:35	(NLT)

2.	True	Greatness	Is	Childlike.

Jesus	called	a	little	child	to	him	and	put	the	child
among	them.	Then	he	said,	“I	tell	you	the	truth,
unless	you	turn	from	your	sins	and	become	like
little	children,	you	will	never	get	into	the	Kingdom
of	Heaven.	So	anyone	who	becomes	as	humble	as
this	little	child	is	the	greatest	in	the	Kingdom	of
Heaven.

—Matthew	18:2-4	(NLT)

3.	True	Greatness	Is	Welcoming.

And	anyone	who	welcomes	a	little	child	like	this	on
my	behalf	is	welcoming	me.	But	if	you	cause	one	of
these	little	ones	who	trusts	in	me	to	fall	into	sin,	it
would	be	better	for	you	to	have	a	large	millstone
tied	around	your	neck	and	be	drowned	in	the
depths	of	the	sea.	Matthew	18:5-6	(NLT)

Jesus	went	throughout	Galilee,	teaching	in	their
synagogues,	proclaiming	the	good	news	of	the
kingdom,	and	healing	every	disease	and	sickness
among	the	people.	News	about	him	spread	all	over
Syria,	and	people	brought	to	him	all	who	were	ill



with	various	diseases,	those	suffering	severe	pain,
the	demon-possessed,	those	having	seizures,	and
the	paralyzed;	and	he	healed	them.

—Matthew	4:23-24	(NLT)

“Blessed	are	the	poor	in	spirit,	for	theirs	is	the
kingdom	of	heaven.

—Matthew	5:3	(NLT)

Later,	Matthew	invited	Jesus	and	his	disciples	to	his
home	as	dinner	guests,	along	with	many	tax
collectors	and	other	disreputable	sinners.	But	when
the	Pharisees	saw	this,	they	asked	his	disciples,
“Why	does	your	teacher	eat	with	such	scum?”
	When	Jesus	heard	this,	he	said,	“Healthy	people
don’t	need	a	doctor—sick	people	do…	For	I	have
come	to	call	not	those	who	think	they	are
righteous,	but	those	who	know	they	are	sinners.”

—Matthew	9:10-14	(NLT)

Therefore,	accept	each	other	just	as	Christ	has
accepted	you,	then	God	will	be	given	glory.

—Romans	15:7	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	what	it	means	to	offer
radical	acceptance	to	the	“Little	Ones/Least	Of	These/Poor
In	Spirit”	in	our	community.


