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Jesus	always	used	stories	and	illustrations	like	these	when
speaking	to	the	crowds.	In	fact,	he	never	spoke	to	them
without	using	such	parables.	This	fulfilled	what	God	had
spoken	through	the	prophet:	“I	will	speak	to	you	in
parables.	I	will	explain	things	hidden	since	the	creation	of
the	world.”

—Matthew	13:34-35	(NLT)

You	cancel	the	word	of	God	for	the	sake	of	your	own
tradition.	You	hypocrites!	Isaiah	was	right	when	he
prophesied	about	you,	for	he	wrote,	‘These	people	honor
me	with	their	lips,	but	their	hearts	are	far	from	me.	Their
worship	is	a	farce,	for	they	teach	man-made	ideas	as
commands	from	God.’”

—Matthew	15:6-9	(NLT)

Anyone	with	ears	to	hear	should	listen	and
understand.

—Matthew	13:9	(NLT)

This	Parable	Teaches	Us	That…

1.	It’s	All	About	The	Kingdom.

	I	will	make	you	into	a	great	nation…	All	the
nations	on	earth	will	be	blessed	through	you.”



—Genesis	12:2-3	(NLT)

Now	if	you	obey	me	fully	and	keep	my	covenant,
then	out	of	all	nations	you	will	be	my	treasured
possession.	Although	the	whole	earth	is	mine,	you
will	be	for	me	a	kingdom	of	priests	and	a	holy
nation.’

—Exodus	19:5-6	(NIV)

From	that	time	on	Jesus	began	to	preach,	“Repent,
for	the	kingdom	of	heaven	has	come	near.”

—Matthew	4:17	(NIV)

Some	of	the	Pharisees	asked	Jesus,	“When	will	the
kingdom	of	God	come?”	Jesus	answered,	“God’s
kingdom	is	coming,	but	not	in	a	way	that	you	will
be	able	to	see	with	your	eyes.		People	will	not	say,
‘Look,	here	it	is!’	or,	‘There	it	is!’	because	God’s
kingdom	is	within	you.”

—Luke	17:20-21	(NCV)

May	your	kingdom	come	and	your	will	be	done,
here	on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.

—Matthew	6:10	(NLT)

2.	It’s	All	About	Our	Hearts.

Now	listen	to	the	explanation	of	the	parable	about
the	farmer	planting	seeds:

—Matthew	13:18	(NLT)

i.	The	Oblivious	Heart/Soil.

The	seed	that	fell	on	the	footpath	represents	those
who	hear	the	message	about	the	Kingdom	and
don’t	understand	it.	Then	the	evil	one	comes	and
snatches	away	the	seed	that	was	planted	in	their
hearts.

—Matthew	13:19	(NLT)

ii.	Drank	The	Kool-Aid	Heart/Soil.



The	seed	on	the	rocky	soil	represents	those	who
hear	the	message	and	immediately	receive	it	with
joy.	But	since	they	don’t	have	deep	roots,	they	don’t
last	long.	They	fall	away	as	soon	as	they	have
problems	or	are	persecuted	for	believing	God’s
word.

—Matthew	13:20-21	(NLT)

iii.	Divided	Heart/Soil.

The	seed	that	fell	among	the	thorns	represents
those	who	hear	God’s	word,	but	all	too	quickly	the
message	is	crowded	out	by	the	worries	of	this	life
and	the	lure	of	wealth,	so	no	fruit	is	produced.

—Matthew	13:22	(NLT)

iv.	Dedition	Heart/Soil.

The	seed	that	fell	on	good	soil	represents	those	who
truly	hear	and	understand	God’s	word	and	produce
a	harvest	of	thirty,	sixty,	or	even	a	hundred	times	as
much	as	had	been	planted!”

—Matthew	13:23	(NLT)

Anyone	with	ears	to	hear	should	listen	and
understand.

—Matthew	13:9	(NLT)

May	your	kingdom	come	and	your	will	be	done,
here	on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.

—Matthew	6:10	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Pray	the	prayer	of	dedition-	Your	Kingdom	come.	Your	will
be	done	on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.	Or-	Let	Your	Kingdom
come	and	let	it	begin	with	me.


