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After	they	arrived	at	Capernaum	and	settled	in	a	house,
Jesus	asked	his	disciples,	“What	were	you	discussing	out
on	the	road?”	But	they	didn’t	answer,	because	they	had
been	arguing	about	which	of	them	was	the	greatest.

—Mark	9:33-34	(NLT)

Jesus’	Lessons	On	Greatness:

1.	Jesus’	Kingdom	Is	Upside	Down.

	He	sat	down,	called	the	twelve	disciples	over	to
him,	and	said,	“Whoever	wants	to	be	first	must
take	last	place	and	be	the	servant	of	everyone
else.”

—Mark	9:35	(NLT)

2.	True	Greatness	Is	Childlike.

Jesus	called	a	little	child	to	him	and	put	the	child
among	them.	Then	he	said,	“I	tell	you	the	truth,
unless	you	turn	from	your	sins	and	become	like
little	children,	you	will	never	get	into	the	Kingdom
of	Heaven.	So	anyone	who	becomes	as	humble	as
this	little	child	is	the	greatest	in	the	Kingdom	of
Heaven.

—Matthew	18:2-4	(NLT)

3.	True	Greatness	Is	Welcoming.

>	And	anyone	who	welcomes	a	little	child	like	this	on	my	behalf
is	welcoming	me.	But	if	you	cause	one	of	these	little	ones	who
trusts	in	me	to	stumble,	it	would	be	better	for	you	to	have	a
large	millstone	tied	around	your	neck	and	be	drowned	in	the
depths	of	the	sea.	—Matthew	18:5-6	(NLT)

4.	True	Greatness	Is	Repentant.

I	tell	you	the	truth,	unless	you	turn	from	your	sins
and	become	like	little	children,	you	will	never	enter
into	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven.

—Matthew	18:3	(NLT)



Woe	to	the	world	because	of	the	things	that	cause
people	to	stumble!	Such	things	must	come,	but	woe
to	the	person	through	whom	they	come!	If	your
hand	or	your	foot	causes	you	to	stumble,	cut	it	off
and	throw	it	away.	It	is	better	for	you	to	enter	life
maimed	or	crippled	than	to	have	two	hands	or	two
feet	and	be	thrown	into	eternal	fire.	And	if	your	eye
causes	you	to	stumble,	gouge	it	out	and	throw	it
away.	It	is	better	for	you	to	enter	life	with	one	eye
than	to	have	two	eyes	and	be	thrown	into	the	fire
of	hell.

—Matthew	18:7-8	(NLT)

When	they	finished	eating,	Jesus	said	to	Simon
Peter,	“Simon	son	of	John,	do	you	love	me	more
than	these?”	He	answered,	“Yes,	Lord,	you	know
that	I	love	you.”	Jesus	said,	“Feed	my	lambs.”
	Again	Jesus	said,	“Simon	son	of	John,	do	you	love
me?”	He	answered,	“Yes,	Lord,	you	know	that	I
love	you.”	Jesus	said,	“Take	care	of	my	sheep.”		A
third	time	he	said,	“Simon	son	of	John,	do	you	love
me?”	Peter	was	hurt	because	Jesus	asked	him	the
third	time,	“Do	you	love	me?”	Peter	said,	“Lord,
you	know	everything;	you	know	that	I	love	you!”
He	said	to	him,	“Feed	my	sheep.

—John	21:15-17	(NLT)

5.	True	Greatness	Is	Christ-like.

You	must	have	the	same	attitude	that	Christ	Jesus
had.	Though	he	was	God,	he	did	not	think	of
equality	with	God	as	something	to	cling	to.	Instead,
he	gave	up	his	divine	privileges;	he	took	the	humble
position	of	a	slave	and	was	born	as	a	human	being.
When	he	appeared	in	human	form,	he	humbled
himself	in	obedience	to	God	and	died	a	criminal’s
death	on	a	cross.	Therefore,	God	elevated	him	to
the	place	of	highest	honor	and	gave	him	the	name
above	all	other	names,	that	at	the	name	of	Jesus
every	knee	should	bow,	in	heaven	and	on	earth	and



under	the	earth,	and	every	tongue	declare	that
Jesus	Christ	is	Lord,	to	the	glory	of	God	the	Father.

—Philippians	2:5-11	(NLT)

If	a	man	has	a	hundred	sheep	and	one	of	them
wanders	away,	what	will	he	do?	Won’t	he	leave	the
ninety-nine	others	on	the	hills	and	go	out	to	search
for	the	one	that	is	lost?	And	if	he	finds	it,	I	tell	you
the	truth,	he	will	rejoice	over	it	more	than	over	the
ninety-nine	that	didn’t	wander	away!	In	the	same
way,	it	is	not	my	heavenly	Father’s	will	that	even
one	of	these	little	ones	should	perish.

—Matthew	18:12-14	(NLT)

Become	more	and	more	in	every	way	like	Christ.
—Ephesians	4:15	(TLB)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	what	it	means	to	become
more	and	more	in	every	way	like	Jesus.	What	does	that
mean	for	your	humility,	childlikeness	and	level	of	welcoming
His	little	ones?


