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After	they	arrived	at	Capernaum	and	settled	in	a	house,
Jesus	asked	his	disciples,	“What	were	you	discussing	out
on	the	road?”	But	they	didn’t	answer,	because	they	had
been	arguing	about	which	of	them	was	the	greatest.

—Mark	9:33-34	(NLT)

Jesus’	Lessons	On	Greatness:

1.	Jesus’	Kingdom	Is	Upside	Down.

The	disciples	came	to	Jesus	and	asked,	“Who	is
greatest	in	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven?”

—Matthew	18:1	(NLT)

When	the	ten	other	disciples	heard	what	James	and
John	had	asked,	they	were	indignant.	But	Jesus
called	them	together	and	said,	“You	know	that	the
rulers	in	this	world	lord	it	over	their	people,	and
officials	flaunt	their	authority	over	those	under
them.	But	among	you	it	will	be	different.	Whoever
wants	to	be	a	leader	among	you	must	be	your
servant,	and	whoever	wants	to	be	first	among	you
must	become	your	slave.	For	even	the	Son	of	Man



came	not	to	be	served	but	to	serve	others	and	to
give	his	life	as	a	ransom	for	many.”

—Matthew	20:24-28	(NLT)

	He	sat	down,	called	the	twelve	disciples	over	to
him,	and	said,	“Whoever	wants	to	be	first	must
take	last	place	and	be	the	servant	of	everyone
else.”

—Mark	9:35	(NLT)

2.	True	Greatness	Is	Childlike.

Jesus	called	a	little	child	to	him	and	put	the	child
among	them.	Then	he	said,	“I	tell	you	the	truth,
unless	you	turn	from	your	sins	and	become	like
little	children,	you	will	never	get	into	the	Kingdom
of	Heaven.	So	anyone	who	becomes	as	humble	as
this	little	child	is	the	greatest	in	the	Kingdom	of
Heaven.

—Matthew	18:2-4	(NLT)

Then	he	put	a	little	child	among	them.	Taking	the
child	in	his	arms,	he	said	to	them,	“Anyone	who
welcomes	a	little	child	like	this	on	my	behalf
welcomes	me,	and	anyone	who	welcomes	me
welcomes	not	only	me	but	also	my	Father	who	sent
me.”

—Mark	9:36-37	(NLT)

Follow	Through	Step:

Spend	some	time	reflecting	on	what	it	means	to	be	humble
by	become	like	a	little	child.	What	would	that	look	like?
What	might	it	lead	to?


