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As we enter this season of celebrating 
the advent of the greatest gift to man-
kind, I want to share with you heav-
ens excitement.  In our text God 

shares His own excitement of this 
great event. The love that God has for 
His creation is beyond the mind’s 
ability to comprehend. Consider the 
plan that’s laid out before us. “For a 
child is born to us, a son is given to 

us. The government will rest on His 
shoulders. And He will be called: 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  

When the Prophet Isaiah penned 
these words nobody really new what 
was being said. Like all scripture, It is 
the Spirit that must reveal what is be-

ing said. When God speak to us 
through scripture, only He knows 
what He is talking about and to whom 
He wills to reveal it to. The devil dose 
not know the plan of God. “However, 
we speak wisdom among those who 

are mature, yet not the wisdom of this 
age, nor of the rulers of this age, who 
are coming to nothing. 7 But we 
speak the wisdom of God in a mys-
tery, the hidden wisdom which 

By Pastor Owen  Alston 

For a child is born to us, a son is given to 
us. The government will rest on his shoul-
ders. And he will be called: Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 7 His government and its 
peace will never end. He will rule with fair-
ness and justice from the throne of his an-
cestor David for all eternity. The passionate 
commitment of the Lord of Heaven’s Ar-
mies will make this happen! 
Isaiah 9:6-7 (NLT) 
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God ordained before the ages for our 
glory, 8 which none of the rulers of 

this age knew; for had they known, 
they would not have crucified the 

Lord of glory.                             

(I Corinthians 2:6-8) 

 

This great plan that God desired to 
redeem us is truly a display of His 
love for us. “For God so loved the 

world that He gave His only begot-
ten Son, that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have ev-
erlasting life.” (John 3:16)  We, who 
have heard and believe, are to use 
this time of celebration as a tool to 

reach out and demonstrate to other 

this great love that has come upon 
us. The greatest witness that we 

have, is to live out our faith in Jesus 
Chr i s t  on  a  da i l y  ba se s . 

“Let your light so shine before men, 
that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father in heav-
en.” (Matt 5:16) 

Where are you in reference to your 
relationship with Jesus? A great way 
to stir yourself up is to consider 
carefully what Jesus went through 

to redeem us.  

“He was oppressed and He was af-

flicted, Yet He opened not His 
mouth; 
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He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 
So He opened not His mouth. 8 He was taken from prison and from judgment, And 
who will declare His generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; For 
the transgressions of My people He was stricken. 9 And they made His grave with the 

wicked— But with the rich at His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was 
any deceit in His mouth. 10 Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to 
grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall 
prolong His days, And the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. 11 He shall 
see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant 
shall justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities.” (Isaiah 53:7-11)  One great 

mistake we make often is that we think sometimes that we can’t do this. If we really 
look at the scriptures, you will see that Jesus has done everything for us. All we real-
ly need to do is believe and accept what He has done. That is a level of love that the 
human mind struggle with. Make the decision, and allow God to develop and grow 
you into this love. “  

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the 

gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8,9) 

Our salvation is All God. The only thing that God require of us is to respond to what 
He has already done. O the depth of His love is beyond measure. 

“These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that 
you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the 
name of the Son of God.” (I John 5:13) 

 

Let us make this advent celebration season the greatest of all by impacting somebody 
life with the love Jesus Christ.  

 

Pastor Alston 5 
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Most Christians are familiar with Luke 6:38 
and many associate that scripture with chari-
table giving to others.  Yet, as I meditated on 
the Word it occurred to me that Luke 6:38 is 
most aptly applied to our relationship with 
our Heavenly Father.   

God demonstrated the immense love He has 
for people when He gave His only begotten 
Son as propitiation for our sins, so that we 
now have in Christ the promise of eternal life 

with him in heaven, instead of eternal damna-
tion.  It is evident therefore, that God loves His 
children dearly, and He desires no less than 
our full devotion to him in return.  In fact, Je-
sus expressed this to us very clearly in His 
command for us to "Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your 
strength" (Mark 12:30). 

However, we must understand that when God 

6 

Cindy T. Brown 

Luke 6:38 "Give, and it will be given to you.  
A good measure, pressed down, shaken together  
and running over, will be poured into your lap.  

For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you." 
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says “all”, He really does mean ALL.  When we 
truly love the Lord and give him our actual 
“all” — i.e., glorifying him in even our small-
est victories, looking toward him as the only 
line of defense in every challenge, and leaving 
all of our burdens at His feet — then He is 
well-pleased with us.  Likewise, it should also 
be understood that God knows our hearts 
better than we know ourselves, so He cannot 
and shall not be fooled or cheated.  There is 
no aspect of our lives that should be kept 
from God when we are genuinely giving him 
our all.  Your every thought should begin 
with, “God said…” and end with “thank you 
Lord!”   

When God is front and center in your life, 
your spirit and your soul become synchro-

nized such that you yearn to spend time with 
Jesus, and your love for him automatically 
manifests in your obedience to his Word 
(John 14:15).  Moreover, when you are filled 
with a love for the Lord then your life will re-
flect the fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 
5:22-23).  For instance, you will enjoy ex-
pressing love toward others (i.e., beyond any 
personal benefit to yourself); you are joyful 
because your eyes stay fixed on the Kingdom 
of God; you seek peace with others (i.e., you 

do not lie or slander others, and you refrain 
from gossip); you allow others their dignity, 
and demonstrate patience and kindness to-
ward everyone, even those who may be out-
side of your group of friends and family; you 
do good in your community whenever you 
can; you demonstrate your faith through 
your action; you do not seek opportunities to 
offend others; and, you are self-aware and 
exhibit self-control so that your conduct is 
not a stumbling block for others.   

Our relationships with the Lord continue to 
grow and evolve throughout our lives as we 
stay rooted in the Word, and I have seen that 
my foundation in Christ has provided me 
with abiding peace and joy in my heart even 
in the midst of a storm.  Because I trust God 

completely and I know in my core that He is 
our Sovereign God, I am immovable in Christ 
and have the assurance that He is on His 
throne working all things out for my good. 

Therefore, I encourage each person to exam-
ine yourselves in this season of giving and 
thanksgiving, and discern whether you actu-
ally give God your all, and what is the quality 
of your giving to The One who loves you, 
saved you, and sanctified you?  If you are on-
ly fitting him into your lives in bits and pieces 
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here and there, then you are falling way 
short of what is required.    

It is my prayer and hope that every read-
er will also have a genuine good measure 
of giving to our Lord, so that blessings 
“will be poured into your lap” and over-
flow in your life this Christmas season 
and beyond! 

Psalm 91:9 “If you say, “The Lord is my 
refuge,” and you make the Most High your 
dwelling, 10 no harm will overtake you, 
no disaster will come near your tent. 11 
For he will command his angels concern-
ing you to guard you in all your ways; 12 
they will lift you up in their hands, so that 

you will not strike your foot against a 
stone. 13 You will tread on the lion and 
the cobra; you will trample the great lion 
and the serpent. 14 “Because he loves me,” 
says the Lord, “I will rescue him; I will 
protect him, for he acknowledges my 
name. 15 He will call on me, and I will an-
swer him; I will be with him in trouble, I 
will deliver him and honor him. 16 With 
long life I will satisfy him and show him 
my salvation.” 

Always and in All Ways in Christ’s Service, 

Cindy T. Brown 
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 Many years ago, a farmer would plow a field with his left hand 

holding the reins of the oxen pulling the plow and his right hand on 

the plow itself. If he were to take his eyes off the row he was plow-

ing and look back for some reason, he would go off course and the 

row would no longer be straight. 

When we accept Christ as our Lord and Savior, we put our hand to 

the plow. The row we plow is our new life in Christ. We are new cre-

ations, “the old life is gone; a new life has begun” (2 Corinthians 

5:17 NLT). We can’t look back. We can’t go back to some of our old 

habits, hangouts, way of speaking, way of thinking even some asso-

ciates so familiar when we were in the world doing worldly things. 

To be fit for the kingdom, we develop new habits of daily prayer and 

reading the Word. We have a different world view. It’s not about us 

anymore; it’s about loving others and telling them about Jesus so 

His kingdom will be established upon the earth. In doing this, we 

make our row straight. 

Looking back and beating ourselves up for past failures leads to low 

self-esteem and hinders our effectiveness in serving the Kingdom. 

Instead, we can look forward to becoming more like Jesus and see-

ing his promises fulfilled in our lives.  Don’t look back. Look ahead. 

Your future in Christ looks bright. God says in Jeremiah 29:11, “For I 

know the plans I have for you. Plans to prosper you and not to harm 

you, to give you a hope and a future.”  

Don’t Look Back 
      By Janice Bright 

But Jesus told him, “Anyone who puts a hand to the 

plow and then looks back is not fit for the kingdom of 

God.” Luke 9:62 NLT 

9 
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From the Desk of the Pastor 

This year marks the thirty fifth year of 
successful ministry here at Harmony. 
As we come to the close of this, an-
other year, I can not help but to be 
eternally thankful for all that God has 
been able to do through us. This has 
been a very good year, in that many 
lives have been impacted with the 
good news of Jesus Christ. Ultimately, 
that is the very call and purpose of 
this ministry, to carry the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to a confused and 
dying world.  I can not express in 
words my level of appreciation to all 
of you who have labored tirelessly 
throughout this past year to carry out 
the mandate given by Jesus to the 
church. Your labor of love will not be 
forgotten. Paul said it best in second 
Timothy four eight-“Finally, there is 
laid up for me the crown of righteous-
ness, which the Lord, the right-
eous Judge, will give to me on that 
Day, and not to me only but also to all 
who have loved His appearing.” (II Tim 
4:8) 

Thanks to our mission department for 
your effort in initiating an effective 
outreach in the local community 
which provided an opportunity for 
many to receive the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. This effort provided an oppor-
tunity for the entire congregation to 
work together for a common cause. 
This was a demonstration of the great 
commission given the church by Jesus 
Himself. It is not enough just for us to 
be secured in Christ, but Jesus died for 
the whole world. “ For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only be-
gotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have ever-
lasting life.” (John 3:16)  

As we close out the year 2024 and 
prepare for the up coming year, let us 
be thankful to God for all He has done 
for us, and at the same time look to 
Him for wisdom in how we can be 
more effective in reaching the lost. 

I am so grateful to God for each one of 
you. I believe that each one of you are 
in your rightful place for such a time 
as this. It is no accident that you are a 
part of this ministry. You have pur-
pose, and my prayer for each one of 
you is that, that purpose be fulfilled in 
you, and God will be glorified in it all. 

I love you all dearly, 

Pastor  

10 
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Pastor Steven Pereira 

Who Is This? 

Who is this child born in Bethlehem born in a 

manger of humility?  

Who is this that comes in and settles in your 

heart and turns your world upside down? 

Who is this that soothes the troubled soul, re-

storing peace and innocence to your heart? 

Who is this that calls you His own, and pro-

tects you from the evil one! 

I’ve pondered these question and more since 

receiving the free gift of salvation from God’s 

only beloved son, who found it fitting to be 

born in the form of man. 

 

 

Philippians 2:6-11 (TPT) 

6 He existed in the form of God, yet he gave 

no thought to seizing equality with God as his 

supreme prize. 7 Instead he emptied him-

self of his outward glory by reducing himself 

to the form of a lowly servant. He became hu-

man! 8 He humbled himself and became vul-

nerable, choosing to be revealed as a man and 

was obedient. He was a perfect example, even 

in his death—a criminal’s death by crucifix-

ion! 

9 Because of that obedience, God exalted him 

and multiplied his greatness! He has now been 

given the greatest of all names! 

10 The authority of the name of Jesus causes 

every knee to bow in reverence! Everything 

and everyone will one day submit to this 

name—in the heavenly realm, in the earthly 

realm, and in the demonic realm. 11 And eve-

ry tongue will proclaim in every language: 

“Jesus Christ is Lord Yahweh,” bringing glory 

and honor to God, his Father! 

 

EMPTY YOURSELF 

God, the Christ, is our example that we must 

stay true to regardless of our circumstances. 

Why? Because when we stray off course, we 

give the enemy a foothold. 

Ephesians 4:27 (TPT) “Don’t give the slan-

derous accuser, the Devil, an opportunity to 

manipulate you!” 

It amazes me how God floods into your life 

like a hurricane and then there’s the “process” 

of spiritual growth, that floods into your life 

like a snail. The first step in the process is our 

ability to empty ourselves. Let’s face it, Jesus 
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had to empty Himself of His deity which is 

much more valuable than anything you 

need to empty yourself from. We are usual-

ly full of junk like pride, stubbornness, 

hate, revenge, sexual immorality, and anger 

to name a few. 

OBEDIENCE 

Allow the baby Jesus to help you in the 

process, focus on His innocence and the 

glory of His presence to transform you! Be 

obedient to the process and God will exalt 

you in due time. Don’t allow impatience 

and frustration to steer you into the wrong 

direction. The rewards of obedience are im-

mense, God will embrace you as His own! 

2 Corinthians 6:18 (TPT) 

18  '' ‘I will be a true Father to you, and you 

will be my beloved sons and daughters,’ 

says the Lord Yahweh Almighty.” 

The power of our obedience  to  God prom-

ises that you will be “exalted  with  him 

and multiplied  by His greatness!” Just as 

the Father did for Jesus, He will also do for 

you! It’s THE RESULT OF THE PRO-

CESS! Hope you got that nugget. And 

that’s just a small token of God’s apprecia-

tion for all you do in His name! 

REMEMBER YOUR AUTHORI-

TY AND WORSHIP HIM 

Always remember that the power and au-

thority that He has, has been imparted to 

you! Every time someone met the baby Je-

sus,  they worshiped him. 

Matthew 2:11 (TPT) 

11 When they came into the house and saw 

the young child with Mary, his mother, they 

fell to the ground at his feet and worshiped 

him. Then they opened their treasure chests 

full of gifts and presented him with gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. 

Always remember to maintain an attitude 

of worship. Worship is a powerful way to 

stay humble and to give Him reverence! 

When you do, you bring glory and honor to 

God! And He absolutely loves that! The re-

sult is that anything which tries to come 
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against you will have to bow its knee to 

you because the power of Christ has been 

imparted to you! 

Who is this baby Jesus? He is our all in 

all! 

Colossians 3:11b (KJV) 11 …..but Christ 

is all, and in all. 

Christ lived in the same meek form of a 

human to bring us back to Him! 

Who is this baby Jesus? JESUS IS CHRISTMAS! He is God’s 

greatest gift to humanity, receive the Gift! It’s absolutely free but 

came at a high price. 

Have Blessed Christmas Everyone 

Love,  

Pastor Steven Pereira 
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“And I will put enmity between you and the 

woman, and between your seed and her 
Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you 
shall bruise His heel” Genesis 3:15 NKJV. 
 

“Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a 
sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanu-
el” Isaiah 7:14 NKJV. 
 

“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. And behold, you will con-
ceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, 
and shall call His name Jesus. He will be 
great, and will be called the Son of the High-
est; and the Lord God will give Him the 
throne of His father David. And He will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of His 
kingdom there will be no end” Luke 1:30b-
33 NKJV. 
 

The promise of a Savior was first given in 
Genesis with the fall of man The fall brought 
death, separation from God. God clearly dis-
tinguished between the serpent and Satan, 
saying to the serpent that because of what 
he did, allowing Satan to use him, he is 

“cursed above every wild animal, con-
demned above every creature of the field! 
You will slither on your belly and eat dust all 
the days of your life!” Genesis 3:14 TPT.   
Then God addressed Satan, declaring enmi-
ty or a great hostility between him and Jesus 
(her Seed). “He will crush your head as you 
crush his heel” Genesis 3:15 TPT.  God’s plan 
for salvation, redemption and restoration 
back to the Father, was put in place, estab-
lishing the entry and power of The Promise. 
 

Earth was created for man, so salvation had 
to come by way of a man, a God man. “Since 
all his ‘children’ have flesh and blood, so Je-
sus became human to fully identify with us. 
He did this, so that he could experience 
death and annihilate the effects of the in-
timidating accuser who holds against us the 
power of death” Hebrew 2:14 TPT.  “This 
means that God has left nothing outside the 
control of his Son, even if presently we have 
yet to see this accomplished. But we see Je-
sus, who as a man, lived for a short time 
lower than the angels and has now been 
crowned with glorious honor because of 

Min. Deborah Peniston 
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what he suffered in his death. For it was by 
God’s grace that he experienced death’s 
bitterness on behalf of everyone!” Hebrews 
2:8b-9 TPT.  God loved us so much that He 
gave Christ as a blood offering for us and we 
are justified through our belief in Him. So 
that when God sees us, He sees the blood 
of Jesus. “Therefore, as through one man’s 
offense judgment came to all men, resulting 
in condemnation, even so through one 
Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all 
men, resulting in justification of life” Ro-
mans 5:18 NKJV.  
We are justified or declared righteous and 
free from sin through Jesus Christ… if we 
believe. 
If we believe in Him, we are transferred into 
a state of grace. “For by grace you have 
been saved by faith. Nothing you did could 
ever earn this salvation, for it was the love 
gift from God that brought us to Christ!” 
Ephesians 2:8 TPT. 
 

As we enter this Advent season, let us re-
member The Promise. Yes, we may have 
been born in sin because of Adam, but Je-
sus annihilated sin through His death so 
that man can freely live in right standing 
with God, the Father. Our salvation through 
“her Seed” hinges on our faith in God’s 
Promise, our Savior. Let’s celebrate HIM!! 

 

“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is 
given; and the government will be upon His 
shoulder. And His name will be called Won-
derful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of 
His government and peace there will be no 
end” Isaiah 9:6, 7a NKJV.  
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DO YOU KNOW…? 

GOD LOVES YOU 

JESUS DIED FOR YOUR SINS 

YOU CAN RECEIVE JESUS NOW AND KNOW GOD’S LOVE 

The basis of the Prayer of Salvation comes from Romans 10:9-10, “If you 
confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall believe in your heart that 
God has raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved.” 

However, I would like to direct you to Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by Grace are 
you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God; Not 
of works, lest any man should boast.” 

Grace is mentioned over 100 times in the Bible.  Grace is God’s unmerited 
favor and because of God’s grace, we receive eternal life and a promise of 
heaven.  Grace is necessary for salvation as we cannot do enough good 
works or make enough right choices to earn our salvation. The Bible teaches 
that we are justified by the grace of God (Romans 3:24; Titus 3:7). Justified 
means declared not guilty. When we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, all 
charges against us are dropped and we are free from sin. When God for-
gives our sins, the record is wiped clean. It is as if we had never sinned.  

A preacher once explained grace with this acronym: 

God’s -  Riches -  At - Christ’s - Expense 

PRAY THIS PRAYER OUT LOUD: 

Heavenly Father, In Jesus’ name I repent of my sins and open my heart to let 
Jesus come inside of me.  Jesus, You are my Lord and Savior.  I believe you died 
for my sins and you were raised from the dead.  Fill me with your Holy Spirit.  
Thank you Father, for saving me in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

If you’ve prayed this prayer of salvation with true conviction, you are now a 
follower of Jesus.  

Welcome to the family of God! We encourage you now to find a local church 
where you can be baptized and grow in the knowledge of God through His 
Word, the Bible. 

 

Submitted By: Jacqueline Cuavers 
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Write to Us 

Send Letters and comments about any  
article, include your name,  

address, and email to: 
Letters to the Editor 

“The Word Made Alive”  
MAGAZINE 

Contact us at: 
Harmony Ministries USA, Inc.  

401 Chestnut Street 

Lakehurst, NJ  08733 

Email: harmonyoffice@yahoo.com 

Or through our website: hmusa.org 

Selected letters may be edited  
for length and clarity.  

  
Harmony Ministries USA, Inc.  
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WORD SEARCH 
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From: 

Harmony Ministries USA, Inc. 
401 Chestnut Street 

Lakehurst, NJ  08733 

Phone: 732-657-9660 
Fax: 732-657-4351 
Email: harmonyoffice@yahoo.com 
 

TO: 

 

          Weekly Service 

   Monday through Friday Early Morning Prayer & Devotion 6-7am 

   Saturday Morning Prayer & Devotion 8-9am 

   Wednesday Bible Class 10am 

   Thursday Evening Bible Class 7pm 

   Sunday Service 9am 

                                                  

                                     Youth Ministry Department_   

                                                     Special Programs To Be Announced! 


