SUNDAY, JULY 14, 2024

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
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The First Congregational Church of Greenwich declares itself to be
open and affirming; open to all for participation, membership, leadership
and employment, and affirming of all who wish to join us as children of God.
We continue to give thanks for God’s guidance in our journey of faith.

We welcome you this day and are glad you made the choice
to join us for this worship service. May it be a blessing to you.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP

God puts the wiggle in children
and calls it good... and so do we!

At First Church, we believe the way we
welcome children in worship directly
affects the way they respond to God,

to the church, and to one another.

To welcome children as they are in
worship, we have our PrayGround,
located in the Chapel (right side of the

Meetinghouse), where children and
others of all ages can engage in worship
through movement, sensory materials, and prayerful play.
The presence of all God’s children is a gift to the church, which offers hope for all.
Scan the QR code for FAQ and tips about our PrayGround.

GET THE FAMILY MINISTRY NEWSLETTER

Using your smartphone camera, scan the QR code here to sign up for our weekly
Family Ministry newsletter. You can read about Church School,

Regional Youth Ministry, and more!

SUPPORTING FIRST CHURCH

Using your smartphone messaging app, text FCCOG Donate to 73256 or
click HERE to access the online giving webpage, or scan this QR code to donate.

First Church is a maskfriendly community of faith.
Anyone who prefers to wear a mask at church should feel comfortable doing so.


https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=1071&f=20
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=1071&f=20

ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE Even Song
Kate Boundy (1863-1913
Dr. Craig Scott Symons, organ

CHIMING OF THE HOUR

CALL TO COMMUNITY Reverend Cydney Van Dyke

Please sign and pass the red Fellowship Pad found at the end of your row near the center aisle, then pass it back to the
center aisle, noting the names of those worshiping near you so you may greet them at the end of worship.
If you are the person on the center aisle, please remove the completed sheet and place it in the plate during the offering.

TCALL TO WORSHIP

One: The Spirit of God bids us, “Come.” Let everyone who hears within their hearts “Come.”
Hear the whole earth rejoice and the coastlands sing of our God’s steadfast love.

All:  We come to rejoice in the Holy One, our God. We give thanks for God sets us free!

One: Let everyone who is thirsty for the Spirit “Come.” Let anyone who wishes “Come,” and
receive the water of life as a gift.

All:  We come to rejoice in the Holy One, our God. We give thanks for God’s steadfast love
that brings joy to our hearts in the night, lights our lives like the dawn, and sets us free.

TCHORAL INTROIT

THYMN Shall We Gather at the River
375 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

TPRAYER FOR WHOLENESS (in unison)

God of Heaven and Earth, God of the sunrise and the sunset, God of the highest mountain
and the deepest valley, hear our prayers as we come before your throne of glory. Declare your
message to us and grant us the courage to listen. May our listening turn to action. May our
actions touch the hearts of those who need to hear your voice. We put our trust in you
knowing that it is well placed in your gentle and caring hands. Amen.

*Moment of silence for personal reflection™

TASSURANCE OF GRACE

T Please rise in body or in spirit



TPASSING OF THE PEACE

God makes peace within us. Let us claim it. God makes peace between us. Let us share it.

One: God has received us, pardoned us, and loved us; let us forgive each other in love
and share the peace of Christ with a hand to hand, eye to eye, and heart to
heart greeting. May the peace of Christ be with all of you.

All:  And also with you.

+RESPONSE (remain standing) Halle, Hallelujah
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Halle, halle,hal -le - lu - jah! Halle - lujah! Hal-le-lu - jah!
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
(During the response, the children will return to their seats.)
RESPONSE He’s Got The Whole World
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He's got the whole world__ in his hands,_ he's got the whole world__ in his hands, he's got the
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whole world in his  hands,_ he's got the whole world in his hands.
FIRST LESSON Revelation 22:1-7

New Revised Standard Version
Carolyn Paulus

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne
of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is
the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month, and the leaves of the
tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; they will see his
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face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more night; they need no
light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.
And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true, for the Lord, the God of the spirits of
the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.”

“See, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”

SOLO/ANTHEM O Rest In The Lord
He That Shall Endure To The End (from Elijah)
Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)

Carol Woodman, soprano
The Summer Choir

SECOND LESSON Ezekiel 47:1-12
New Revised Standard Version

Then he brought me back to the entrance of the temple; there water was flowing from below the
entryway of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east), and the water was flowing
down from below the south side of the temple, south of the altar. Then he brought me out by
way of the north gate and led me around on the outside to the outer gate that faces toward the
east, and the water was trickling out on the south side.

Going on eastward with a cord in his hand, the man measured one thousand cubits and then led
me through the water, and it was ankle-deep. Again he measured one thousand and led me
through the water, and it was knee-deep. Again he measured one thousand and led me through
the water, and it was up to the waist. Again he measured one thousand, and it was a river that |
could not cross, for the water had risen; it was deep enough to swim in, a river that could not be
crossed. He said to me, “Mortal, have you seen this?!”

Then he led me back along the bank of the river. As I came back, I saw on the bank of the river a
great many trees on the one side and on the other. He said to me, “This water flows toward the
eastern region and goes down into the Arabah, and when it enters the sea, the sea of stagnant
waters, the water will become fresh. Wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will
live, and there will be very many fish once these waters reach there. It will become fresh, and
everything will live where the river goes. People will stand fishing beside the sea from En-gedi to
En-eglaim; it will be a place for the spreading of nets; its fish will be of a great many kinds, like
the fish of the Great Sea. But its swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they are to be left
for salt. On the banks, on both sides of the river, there will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their
leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit every month, because the
water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food and their leaves for healing.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%203&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%203&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%203&version=NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%203&version=NRSVUE

MESSAGE Restored And Renewed
Reverend Patrick Collins

THYMN God Is Our Refuge and Our Strength
329 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done
on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: for Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING Lynn Hawxhurst
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Down To The River To Pray
Robert Lee (b. 1951)
The Summer Choir
TDOXOLOGY Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow
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Praise God a- bove ye_ hea - ven'ly host; Cre -a-tor, Son, and Ho -ly Ghost. A - men.

TPRAYER OF DEDICATION

THYMN How Firm A Foundation
463 Glory To God Hymnal (purple)

TBENEDICTION

TCHORAL RESPONSE

TPOSTLUDE Flourish

Gordon Young (1919-1998)

T Please rise in body or in spirit



All music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726454. All rights reserved.

Join us for Community Hour in the Memory Garden where you
COMMU N ITY can greet one another, have a cup of coffee, and a light snack.
o, ? ) . .
e H o U R Hosts for July are members of the Women’s Fellowship committee.

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS

Sue Asselin, Parish Nurse is available for blood pressure screenings and health
consultations following today’s worship service. If community hour is outside,
look for her there. If inside, she will be in her office, just to the right of the

Auditorium stage. During the week, she is available by appointment by calling
203-637-1791 ext. 821.

THE RUMMAGE ROOM

Shopping hours are Monday through Thursday from

11 a.m. until 3 p.m., with the same hours for donation drop off.

The Rummage Room will be getting ready for the end of season cleaning
and will be closed from August 8 and reopen on September 3.

KNIT & NOSH -
CREATE BELOVED PRAYER SHAWLS

Did you knit many years ago! Or are you an avid knitter who’d
like some company? Would you like to make new friends?

If you answered YES to any of the above, come to our next
workshop on Wednesday, July 24 at 7 p.m.

Join us in creating these prayer shawls, knitting into them our prayers, love and support. These
shawls are then distributed to those experiencing a crisis or loss- and truly are beloved.

No expertise needed as we use very forgiving yarn, larger needles and one basic stitch.

We meet on the 4" Wednesday of every month at 7pm in Rick’s Room at First Church.
Contact Angela Stevens for more information. angelamessinastevens@gmail.com



mailto:angelamessinastevens@gmail.com
mailto:angelamessinastevens@gmail.com

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP SUMMER SOCIAL

The second of three Women's Fellowship Summer Socials is
Monday, July 22 from 5:30 p.m. at the Sue Baker Pavilion
at Greenwich Point. The rain date is the following evening.
= We bring our own food/drinks and meet for an informal
gathering. Feel free to bring a friend/neighbor.

- If you don't have a current Greenwich beach pass, we can
arrange a ride from the church parking lot if you let

Car Westbrook know. The final Summer Social is scheduled for Monday, August 26 with a rain
date the following evening. Questions! Contact Car Westbrook at carwestbrook@optimum.net.

OUTREACH NEWS
NOW SERVING DINNER!

The very popular opportunity to serve a meal for New Covenant Center Cafe
visitors is open for sign-ups! All the food will be delivered from ShopRite.
Volunteers will slice bread, arrange desserts, and serve the hot meal. The NEW
time commitment is 4pm - 5:30pm on the first Monday of the month.

Scan the code to sign up for your spot!

BEACH SERVICES

Our summer beach services are at Greenwich Point Park

(Tod’s Point) at 8 a.m. and are held near Innis Arden Cottage, the
main building on your left as you enter the park. All are welcome
if you have a beach pass or not - simply state you're here for First
Congregational Church services and the guard will let you in.
Bring your beach chair or blanket. There will also be activities for

children. Dates for beach services are July 21, 28 - August 4, 11, 18. 25

RESULTS OF SURVEY FROM VISION TASK FORCE & CONVERGENCE

For those wanting to review the results of the Vision Survey and hear a replay
of the report-out by Convergence, please check your email for the recent Friday
e-blast which has links with those details. Feel free to contact anyone on the
VTF with questions and ideas.

Thanks,
The Vision Task Force
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THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF GREENWICH
108 Sound Beach Avenue Old Greenwich CT 06870
203-637-1791 » www.fccog.org

Ministers - All Members Of
The First Congregational Church Of Greenwich

Senior Pastor Reverend Patrick Collins
Associate Pastor Reverend Cydney Van Dyke
Minister of Music Dr. Craig Scott Symons
Director of FCCOG Church School/Regional Youth Ministry Khaleigh Laicher
Parish Nurse Susan Asselin, RN
Church Office Coordinator Wendy Spezzano
Financial Administrator Greg Girolamo
Administrative and Communications Colleague Carolyn Samuel
Livestream Director Daniel Lepoutre
Audio Technician Bob Small
Database Administrative Assistant Sue Wilder
PrayGround Supervisor Amalia Samuel
Facility Manager Julio Yika
Senior Sexton Curtis Gay
Junior Sexton Brandon Speight Gay
Director of First Church Preschool Beth Genovese
Assistant Director of First Church Preschool Kayla Vozzella
Pastor Emerita Reverend Sally Colegrove

= UNITED CHURCH
W2/ OF CHRIST

just world for all



