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               Trinity Merrill Lutheran Church
               107 N. State Street, Merrill, WI 54452

         www.trinitymerrill.com   (715) 536-5482

May, 2025

Special Days to Celebrate in May...
Thursday, May 1 - National Day of Prayer
Sunday, May 4 - Sallie Kamps Retirement Celebration
Sunday, May 11 - Mother ’s Day / Quil t  Show & Sale
Saturday, May 17- Confirmands Statement of Faith - 7:00 PM
Saturday, May 17- National Armed Forces Day
Sunday, May 18- Confirmation - 12:30 noon
Wednesday, May 21- Graduation for Trinity 8th Grade Students- 6:30
Friday, May 23- Last TLS Chapel / Last Day you School - 12:00 dismissal
Saturday, May 25- (High School/College) Graduate Recognition - 10:30
Saturday, May 25- Pancake Breakfast & Farewell for Devan & Julia Arntson
Monday, May 26 - Memorial Day / Church Off ice Closed
Thursday, May 29 - Ascension of the Lord
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Amazing things are happening at Trinity

On May 18, 2025, in the presence of God, family and our  
congregation, 22 young people will acknowledge  
the gifts which God gave them in their Baptiism.   

Our Confirmands will confess their faith in Christ, and 
their church, at a special 12:00 (noon) service.  
Congratulations to our Confrmation Class of 2025. 

Emily Amelse, Drew Baade, Madeline Barker, Brianna Boyd, Annabella 
Foust, Moses Gates, Madilynn Geiss, Jaedyn Goetsch,  Willow Harmon, 

Fynn Imhoff, Kayla Klimek, Willett Knospe, Aubrey Krombholz, Lexee Laabs, 
Nathan Nelson, TyLynn Osness, Kelsey Pankow,  Aubrey Renzelmnn,  
Kamryn Rindfleisch, Jillian Severt, Emmie Steinagel, Brooklyn Teske. 

Celebrate 
Mother’s Day 
by bringing 

mom,  or that 
special  

woman to 
Church on 

Sunday,  
May 11th Monday, May 26, 2025
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We Love Trinity... Come see why!!
God’s Richest Blessings…
To these (80+) Seniors with Birthdays in May
R o n a l d  P e t e r s o n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . M a y  9
Judith Jensen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . M a y  1 0
J o h n  N a t z k e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . M a y  11
D o r o t h y  J a e g e r. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . M a y  1 2
K a r e n  S c h u l t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . M a y  1 4
J o y c e  W e i s e n f e l d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . M a y  1 6
M a v i s  S m i t h . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . M a y  2 0
J o a n  S c h r o e d e r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . M a y  2 1
O r l i n  E g g e b r e c h t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . M a y  2 4
R o b e r t  Q u a d e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  M a y  2 6
M a r j o r i e  R o b l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  M a y  2 7
G e r a n e  B r a n d t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  M a y  3 0

And to these Couples with Anniversaries (50+ years) 
in May
Kenneth & Carla Schmidt.........................55 Years on May 2
Gerald & Carol Swoboda.........................52 Years on May 5
Gary & Beverly Schulz...........................54 Years on May 15
Mike & Linda Schmidt.............................54 Yeas on May 15
Gerald & Rachelle Baade.......................55 Years on May 16
Dan & Grace Frick ................................62 Years on May 18
Henry & JoAnn Hass..............................54 Years on May 28

                      Pastoral Acts...   
Baptized:  Hadley Nelli Schulz, daughter of  Rheanna & 
Jacob Schulz.  Hadley’s sponsors are: Ariel Roseland & 
Luke Schulz 
Deaths: 
Cindy Kimmons - d/o/d 3/19/2025
Kenneth Tupa - d/o/d 3/24/2025, Funeral 3/31/2025
Dorothy Wanless - d/o/d/ 3/25/2025, Funeral 4/3/2025

Radio Broadcasts are so important to our 
ministry here at Trinity.   

Thank you to the following for  
sponsoring a broadcast so we can reach 

our homebound listeners. 
April 6  sponsored in loving memory of Oscar 
Wangen by his wife, Jeannie and his family
April 13 - sponsored in loving memory of Don 
Stadler & Cris Gapko by Deb Stadler-Gapko
April 20 - sponsored in loving memory of 
Dale Plamann by the Danz Family
April 27- sponsored in celebration of the 95th 
birthday of Bernice Sauer

Thank you to those who helped to beautify our 
church with altar flowers in April.

April 6  sponsored  by th Lenten Lunch Ladies 
in celebration of serving soup lunches at Trinity 
for 20 Years
April 13 - sponsored by Deb Stadler-Gapko in 
loving memory of Don Stadler & Cris Gapko 
April 20 - sponsored iby Linda & Ron Beh-
rens and Grace & Dan Frick n loving memory 
of parents Arvin & Hilda Dengel
April 27- sponsored by Amanda Goeden and 
family  in honor of her grandmother Muriel 
Kopetzky.

Thursday, May 29, 2025

TRINITY OPEN HEARTS FOOD PANTRY
Open on Wednesday’s and Friday’s 2:00-4:00  

Donations are always appreciated! 

Trinity 8th Grade Graduation 
Our Trinitty eighth grade graduation will take 

place on Wednesday, May 21st  at 6:30 PM.  
This will be a special service of celebration as 

13 students say good bye to Trinity School ;and 
move on to the high school.  May each of you 

always remember God is with you as you begin 
this next cha pter in your educational future.  

We hope you use the tools given to you at  
Trinity, as a child of God, to grow and share  

His love with others.  
CONGRATULATIONS...
Emily Amelse,   Madeline 
Barker,  Rebekah Hagemeister, 
Willow Harmon, Kayla Klimek,  
Lexee Laabs,   Nathan Nelson,   
TyLynn Osness,  Hailey  
Ratzlaff,  Aubrey Renzelmann,  
Jillian Severt,  Emmie Steinagel, Brooklyn Teske

REMINDER:  The Church Office will 
be closed on May 26th in  
acknowledgment and remembrance of 
the sacrifices made.  (Memorial Day)
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 Trinity Church cares about YOU!
Dorcas will again be collecting new or lightly 
used children’s clothing and shoes  size in-
fant to 5T from May 1st to Mother’s Day, May 
11th. There will be a pack-n-play in the nar-
thex for items. The clothing will be given to 
Orphan Grain Train for distribution to families 
in need. Thank you for caring!  “I was naked 
and you clothed Me.” Matthew 25:36

Your offering and tithe are a vital part of our growing 
ministry... PLEASE  REMEMBER YOUR  

OFFERINGS EACH WEEK. THANK YOU!

Quilt Show and Sale
The Annual Quilt Show is back and 
will be held Mother’s Day, May 11! 
Quilts will be displayed in the sanctu-
ary and narthex. We anticipate having 
about 200 quilts!
The quilts are available for sale. The proceeds of the 
sale will be donated to Orphan Grain Train and Trinity. 
Bed size quilts are available for a minimum donation 
of $60; small quilts are $40. and fleece blankets are 
$25. All quilts are “cash and carry” and first come, 
first served. There will be some “special” quilts which 
will be tagged with a different price. Checks should be 
made payable to Trinity Church. Early Monday morn-
ing all remaining quilts will be packed and taken to St. 
Mark’s, Wausau for shipment to Orphan Grain Train.
Someone from the Quilters will be present at each ser-
vice to assist you. If you see a quilt you really enjoy, it 
can be yours for a donation. Just see someone from the 
Quilters.
We have again been blessed this year with funding 
from Thrivent dollars. We also want to thank an anon-
ymous donor for their very generous donation which 
will be used for purchasing supplies. Thank you! If 
you have any questions, even prior to the sale, contact 
Carol at 715/536-5224 or Kay at 715/536-3343.

Trinity VBS is coming soon!  
Trinity VBS will be held June 23-27, 2025 from  

9 AM to 12 PM at Trinity Lutheran Church 
Our theme this year will be True North: Trusting Jesus 
in a Wild World. All children 3 years old (must be potty 

trained) to entering 5th grade are invited to join us for this 
fun event as we learn about Jesus through songs, stories, 
games and snacks. We are also looking for volunteers for 
this event. Anyone entering 6th grade or older is invited 
to volunteer. We will need lots of 
volunteers to do everything from 
lead groups around Church, assist 

with different stations or lead a sta-
tion. If you would like to volunteer 
and have questions, please contact 
Amanda Filter at amanda.filter@
tlsmerrill.com or 517-526-3445.

JOIN US FOR THE TRINITY 
SCHOOL CLOSING CHAPEL SERVICE 
Our final chapel service for the 2024/25 
school-year will be held on the last day 
of school, May 23 at 8:10 AM. We’d love 
for you to join us!

Trinity invites all graduating 
Seniors to our special  
service  at 10:30 a.m. on May 
25.  We encourage you to 
wear your cap and gown.  Please RSVP to 
the church office.  715-536-5482.  

Powerful Tools for Caregivers w/ ADRC 
Caregivers provide so much to others as they care for 
a loved one such as a spouse, parent, neighbor, aunt, 
or anyone. Powerful Tools is about how caregivers can 
care for themselves too. Explore how to reduce stress, 
guilt, anger, and depression. Improve your decision-
making, time management, and communication skills, 
while improving your self-care. This 6 week program is 
being offered free by the Aging and Disability Resource 
Center of Central Wisconsin (ADRC-CW). Please call 
888-486-9545 to register. Registration is required. This 
program is not intended for professional caregivers. 
Begins April 24 and runs through May 29.  

May is National Foster Care Month  
& Children in Your Community Need You!

Did you know Lincoln County has more than 50 children 
placed in out of home care?  

Help a Child by becoming a foster parent!  
For information on how you can become a Foster Parent 

contact:  Lincoln County Dept. of Social Services Call (715) 
536-6200 option #3 or email fostercare@co.lincoln.wi.us 

You’re Invited for Pancakes... 
Join us as we send Devan and Julia off on 
their new adventure.  In honor of Devan & 
Julia we will be hosting a pancake breakfast 
between services on May 25. 
from 9:00-10:30.  Come and 
wish them well in their new 
endeavors.  



5

Trinity Financial News & Happenings      

      Scrip Seller Schedule 
May 4
8:00 am - Fern Whiting & Jane Dehnel
10:30 am- Randy & Kathy Pfantz
6:00 pm -  Jeff & Cindy Artus
May 11
8:00 am - Marty & Barb Sizer
10:30 am- Dennis & Jocelyn Weber
6:00 pm -  Al & Joy Hulke
May 18
8:00 am - Joe & Marlene Thomachefsky
10:30 am- Jenny Rajek
6:00 pm - Dawn Ives
May 25
8:00 am - Carol Holz & Donna Rohde
10:30 am- Jim & Jean Wiseman
6:00 pm - Robin Tomajcik
June 1
8:00 am - Randy & Sharon Welch
10:30 am - Jean Ravn & Molly Schult
6:00 pm -  Mark & Laurie Folz
June 8
8:00 am - Ed & Julie Cordova
10:30 am - Dennis & Jocelyn Weber
6:00 pm - Jeff & Cindy Artus
June 15
8:00 am - Janet & Emily Grunenwald
10:30 am - Robin Grenfell & Raena Grisa
6:00 pm -  Al & Joy Hulke
June 22
8:00 am - Fern Whiting & Jane Dehnel
10:30 am - Randy & Kathy Pfantz
6:00 pm - Robin Tomajcek
June 29
8:00 am - Marty & Barb Sizer
10:30 am - Jennifer Rajek
6:00 pm - Dawn Ives
If you are willing to help sell scrip during services.... 
Please call Grace Frick at 715-536-4985.  

Dorcas Cookbooks make wonderful gifts! 
 Cookbooks make wonderful gifts for that new bride / 

groom. They are also great birthday, anniversary or Eas-
ter gifts.  Do you know someone who might need a few 
new recipes for Easter dinner? Cookbooks are available 

for purchase in the church office.  
Cookbooks are $10 

Check.out the Card Nook downstairs.   
We have confirmation, graduation and wed-
ding cards for all your summer celebrations.

A Big Thank You - Thank you to the Dorcas, 
Men’s Club, Ladies Aid and Holly Rauen for  
making soup for the Lenten lunches.  Thank you 
also to the ladies who made bars and helped with 
set up and clean up. A special thank you to Fern  
Whiting and Sandra  Mahn for organizing this  
special Fellowship time for the last 20 years.  

THANK YOU!   Thank you to our fabulous decorat-
ing Committee for once again making our church 
beautiful for Holy Week.  A special thank you shout 
out to Jerome and Janice Oelke for turning our 
Christmas trees (where we celebrate Jesus’  birth) 
into crosses for Good Friday.  Jesus was born to die to 
save you and I.  What a beautiful reminder.  



6

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

27
8:00am Traditional Worship Service

(IC)
9:15am –10:15am "What We

Believe" New Member/Refresher
Class

9:15am –10:15am Ken Van De Zande
Bible Study

9:15am –10:15am Trinity Kids
10:30am Contemporary Worship

Service (IC)
12:00pm –1:00pm Congregational

Meeting
6:00pm Traditional Worship Service

(IC)

28
1:00pm –3:00pm

Quilters
6:00pm –7:00pm

GRIEFSHARE
6:30pm Kleinschmidt

Bible Study

29
1:00pm Pastor G Bible

Study
6:00pm –7:00pm

Handbell Rehearsal
6:30pm TLS 8th Grade

Student Showcase in
Church Fellowship
Hall

30
8:10am TLS Chapel

Service led by 5th
Grade and Mrs.
Arntson

9:30am –11:00am
Prayer Warriors
meet in Conference
Room

1:00pm Diane Kreager
Bible Study

2:00pm –4:00pm
Food Pantry

6:00pm –8:00pm
Praise Team
Rehearsal

6:30pm Public School
Confirmation

1
NATIONAL DAY OF

PRAYER
6:30pm Altar Guild

Meeting

2
2:00pm –4:00pm

Food Pantry

3

4
8:00am Traditional Worship Service
9:15am –10:15am Ken Van De Zande

Bible Study
9:15am –10:15am Trinity Kids
10:30am Contemporary Worship

Service
10:30am –11:30am Sallie Kamps

Retirement Recognition
12:00pm Sallie Kamps Retirement

Party at Merrill Town Hall
4:00pm –6:00pm Middle School (Gr. 6-

8) Youth Group
6:00pm Traditional Worship Service
7:00pm –9:00pm Sr. High Youth Group

5
1:00pm –3:00pm

Quilters
6:00pm –7:00pm

GRIEFSHARE
6:30pm Kleinschmidt

Bible Study

6
9:30am Park Place

Service
10:00am Stone Bridge

Service
12:30pm Jenny Tower

Bible Study
1:00pm –4:00pm

Men's Club Card
Party

1:15pm Jenny Tower
Service

2:30pm –3:00pm
Woodland Court
Service

6:00pm –7:00pm
Handbell Rehearsal

7
8:10am TLS Chapel

Service led by
Kinders and Mrs.
Johnson

1:00pm Diane Kreager
Bible Study

2:00pm –4:00pm
Food Pantry

6:30pm Public School
Confirmation

7:00pm –9:00pm
Praise Team
Rehearsal

8
PTO Flower / Plant

Delivery - Pick up in
church parking lot

9:30am –10:30am
Chapel at ELC

9
9:30am Chapel at ELC
2:00pm –4:00pm

Food Pantry

10
10:00am Confirmation

students banner
making

11
MOTHER'S DAY
Quilt Show and Sale at all services
8:00am Traditional Worship Service

(IC)
9:15am –10:15am Ken Van De Zande

Bible Study
9:15am –10:15am Trinity Kids
10:30am Contemporary Worship

Service (IC)
4:00pm –6:00pm Middle School (Gr. 6-

8) Youth Group
6:00pm Traditional Worship Service

(IC)

12
1:00pm –3:00pm

Quilters
6:00pm –7:00pm

GRIEFSHARE
6:30pm Kleinschmidt

Bible Study

13
1:00pm Pastor G Bible

Study
6:00pm –7:00pm

Handbell Rehearsal

14
6:30am Confirmation

student banner
making

8:10am TLS Chapel
Service led by
Pastor Danner

9:30am –11:00am
Prayer Warriors
meet in Conference
Room

1:00pm Diane Kreager
Bible Study

2:00pm –4:00pm
Food Pantry

6:30pm Public School
Confirmation

7:00pm –9:00pm
Praise Team
Rehearsal

15
2:00pm Pine Crest

Service
5:30pm Dorcas

Meeting

16
2:00pm –4:00pm

Food Pantry

17
National Armed

Forces Day
7:00pm –8:00pm

Confirmation
Students
Statement of Faith

18
8:00am Traditional Worship Service
9:15am –10:15am Ken Van De Zande

Bible Study
9:15am –10:15am Trinity Kids
10:30am Contemporary Worship

Service
12:00pm –1:00pm Robe Fitting for

Confirmation Students
12:30pm –1:30pm CONFIRMATION

Service
4:00pm –6:00pm Middle School (Gr. 6-

8) Youth Group
6:00pm Traditional Worship Service

19
1:00pm –3:00pm

Quilters
6:00pm –7:00pm

GRIEFSHARE
6:30pm Kleinschmidt

Bible Study

20
1:00pm Pastor G Bible

Study
2:00pm –8:00pm

Men's Club Meeting
and Dinner

6:00pm Baptism Class
6:00pm –7:00pm

Handbell Rehearsal
7:00pm –9:00pm

Praise Team
Rehearsal

21
9:30am –10:30am

Prayer Warriors
meet in Conference
Room

1:00pm Diane Kreager
Bible Study

2:00pm –4:00pm
Food Pantry

6:30pm Public School
Confirmation

6:30pm TLS 8th
Grade Graduation
Service

22
9:30am Chapel at ELC
1:00pm Ladies Aid

Meeting and Bible
Study

2:00pm Bell Tower
Church Service

23
Last Day of School

for TLS (dismissed
after lunch)

8:10am Final TLS
Chapel Service led
by Pastor G and
Praise Team

2:00pm –4:00pm
Food Pantry

24

25
8:00am Traditional Worship Service

(IC)
9:00am –10:30am A farewell

Pancake breakfast for Devan &
Julia Arntson

9:15am –10:15am Ken Van De Zande
Bible Study

10:30am Contemporary Worship
Service (IC)

10:30am High School Senior
Recognition

4:00pm –6:00pm Middle School (Gr. 6-
8) Youth Group

6:00pm Traditional Worship Service
(IC)

26
CHURCH OFFICE

CLOSED
MEMORIAL DAY
6:30pm Kleinschmidt

Bible Study

27
1:00pm Pastor G Bible

Study
6:00pm –7:00pm

Handbell Rehearsal
7:00pm –9:00pm

Praise Team
Rehearsal

28
9:30am –11:00am

Prayer Warriors
meet in Conference
Room

1:00pm Diane Kreager
Bible Study

2:00pm –4:00pm
Food Pantry

6:30pm Public School
Confirmation

29
Ascension of our

Lord Day

30
9:30am Chapel at ELC
2:00pm –4:00pm

Food Pantry

31



			   For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.lpicommunities.com	 Trinity Lutheran, Merrill, WI	 A 4C 01-1198

Serving the community since 1934. 
Leah D. Reist 

McKenna K. Meunier 
903 E. Third St., Merrill, WI 54452

715-536-6244

Taylor-Stine 
FUNERAL HOME 

 &  
CREMATION  

SERVICES

• Custom & Inspected Butchering
• Retail Beef Sides & Quarters
• Whole & Half Pork
• Retail Sausage
• Custom Smoking
• Special Orders
• Gift Boxes

–Complete Service–
“From the Pen to the Pan”

Andrew Geiss, Church Member
W4490 Pope Rd. • Merrill, WI 54452

(715) 536-5283

301 Eagle Dr., Merrill, WI 54452-3714 
(715) 536-4646   www.WaidFuneral.com

Quality and Service Powering  
Your Electrical Needs

Greg’s Gruett’s Appliance, LLC 
“Service with Pride”

414 W. Main Street 
Merrill, WI 54452

715-536-4545
Greg & Tammy Kornack 

Owners
www.gruettsappliancellc.com
Full line of Maytag, GE, and  

Speed Queen Products

800-554-2642

www.churchmutual.com 

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME John Neidermire

jneidermire@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2129

1102 South Center Ave. 
Merrill, WI 54452

Phone: (715) 536-3399

Woodlandcourtelder.com
Owned & Operated by Darrel & Melissa Dengel

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 9am-7pm SATURDAY-SUNDAY 10am-5pm

EASY WASHEASY WASH
LAUNDROMATLAUNDROMAT

  

Discount Grocery ● Liquor

WESTSIDEWESTSIDE
MARKETMARKET

THE DELI ISTHE DELI IS
NOW OPEN!NOW OPEN!
Bring this coupon in &

 receive $1.00 off
any sandwich

or salad!
CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE!!

VETERAN OWNED  MOM & POP STORE  715-218-3277

1504 W Main Street • Merrill
OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 9am-7pm SATURDAY-SUNDAY 10am-5pm

Bringin busies ack to Mrl’s Wetside!Bringin busies ack to Mrl’s Wetside!

812 E. 1st St.

Mon-Fri 5:30 - 3:30
Sat & Sun 8-3

For Your Complete Plumbing 

and Heating Needs

715-453-3715
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The  Trinity Tribune is a  
Monthly publication of  

Trinity Lutheran Church
107 N. State St., Merrill, WI 

Phone: 715-536-5482
EMAIL: Admin@trinitymerrill.com

EDITOR / ADMIN. ASSISTANT: 
Robin Grenfell

ADMINISTRATIVE PASTOR:
Rev. Scott A. Gustafson

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION

Devan Arntson
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

Jennifer Rajek

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR: 
Scott Johnson

DIRECTOR OF 
COMMUNICATONS

Britnee Hartwig

CHURCH WEBSITE:  
www.t r in i tymerr i l l .com

Trinity Merrill Lutheran Church 
107 North State Street 
Merrill, Wisconsin 54452 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

   
The mission statement of Trinity Lutheran Church is:

“Courageously “Carrying Christ” to our congregation and community

                   CUT AND SHARE THIS MESSAGE WITH SOMEONE !

107 N. State Street,   
Merrill, WI  54452 

(715) 536-5482
www.trinitymerrill.com

Join us for our weekly services:
Services are in person at Church and also  

on FACEBOOK  at  Facebook.com/TrinityLutheranMerrill
8:00am Sunday Morning Traditional Service 

10:30am Sunday Morning Contemporary Service 

6:00pm Sunday Evening Traditional Service (in person only - not live streamed)

8:00 am Service can also be heard by radio on 730 AM & 96.3 FM at 10:30 am

(Communion is served in person at church the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month) 


