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1
Introduction

Pipes and Buckets

Years ago Matt Heard,1 my long-time pastor in Colorado, teach what he called "pipe 
theology." I borrow this illustration regularly because I find it to be one of the most 

useful descriptions of exactly why so many churches end up lifeless and dead. Here's the 
thinking behind pipe theology: Every Jesus Follower lives his/her life as either a pipe or a 
bucket. What differentiates a bucket from a pipe is that buckets are containers; pipes are 
conduits. In a conduit, water can flow in one end, and there’s an outlet on the other. When 
Jesus Followers live as pipes, it means they don’t just take amazing teaching, powerful wor-
ship, and the wonder of God in and keep it to themselves. Instead, what is taken in flows 
through them into the lives of other people. 

Sadly, most Christians are buckets. Buckets receive and hold water. They are poured 
into regularly and enjoy being filled up. They gather for church and, if they go to a church 
that teaches God’s Word, they receive Scripture, and maybe they attend a Bible study or a 
house church to get poured into more. Eventually, they might even experience the thrill of 
seeing God move through them to impact the lives of other people. Or, perhaps they expe-
rience God flowing through them to overcome an area of temptation, and they see victory 
over a struggle. And it’s wonderful. 

Unfortunately, what happens is that over time, because we’re all human, we descend 
into laziness. Suddenly the worries of life begin to overwhelm, or pride takes over and we 
start to believe it’s all about us. We neglect pouring into other people and complacently 
show up each week to be entertained or educated by a pastor. At this point we're getting 
poured into plenty, but there's no outlet. The laziness in our walks with God reveals itself 
in a lethargic approach to sin in our life. The toxic mixture of sin, laziness, and no outlet 
leads to a clogged pipe. Our lives, which may have once experienced the Holy Spirit flow-
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ing through us, become stagnant. All the teachings, truths, life changing information, and 
experiences just kind of sit there growing stagnant...and dead. Because without an outlet, 
any body of water stops flowing and becomes stagnant. Our lives as individuals and the 
churches we attend become a gathering of a bunch of stagnant buckets. Buckets sitting still 
watching from their seats as one or two pipes entertain them on a stage. While there may 
still be a few pipes full of life, most of the church is just a bunch of old buckets clanging 
around and bumping into each other full of complaints and regrets about how church just 
isn’t the way it used to be. It reminds me of the old Keith Green song, “How can you be so 
dead?! When you’ve been so well fed.” Oh, how that describes most churches. Amazing 
teaching, amazing worship, but no outlet. Just a bunch of buckets. 

God calls us to be pipes; not buckets. If a church is a bunch of buckets, the result is 
stagnant water and a bunch of noise. But if our church is a gathering of pipes it means God 
is moving in us and through our lives touching and transforming lives by His power and 
wonder.   

The Electric Conduit
In this book, we’re going to take it up a notch. We will still continue this idea of being a 

pipe, or a conduit, but we’re going to expand this concept because we're focusing on you as 
an individual—how God wired you personally. And while the water/pipe illustration is un-
complicated and easy to grasp; you’re actually more like a different category of conduit—a 
power cord. A power cord is also a conduit, just like a pipe. But rather than carrying liquids, 
it transfers power. 

If we look inside a plug, we can see the different types of wire: the 
red wire is the live wire, the white wire is neutral, and the green wire is 
the grounding wire. The red wire and the white wire carry the current 
around the circuit while the green grounding wire is a safety wire, so we 
don’t get shocked. When the three come together properly, an electric 
wire becomes a powerful conduit through which electricity flows to 
impact the environment. 

However, if something is improperly wired, broken, or not plugged 
in, that wire either becomes completely useless, or it can actually be-
come dangerous and shocking to anyone exposed to it. And trust me, 
the church is full of broken wires.

We may not be able to rewire everyone in a church body, but we can 
focus on our own relationship with the Lord. So, what we’re going to do in this book is to 
help you discover how exactly God has wired you personally—as an individual. 

Back to the water pipes. Remember that most churches are full of buckets not pipes? 
Well, the same holds true for electric cords. Infamously, churches become a graveyard of 
unused electrical conduits. Pews filled with crowds of power cords and appliances just sit-
ting idly while a few plugged in power cords sing and teach on a stage. Make no mistake, 

If something 
is improperly 

wired, broken, 
or not plugged 

in that wire 
either becomes 

completely 
useless, or it can 
actually become 

dangerous.
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this is not due to these inactive electric cords  being broken. They have just as much poten-
tial as the conduits on stage. Rather, it is because the power cords wasting in pews have no 
idea how and where to plug in to be used by God.

That’s what this book is all about. Over these chapters, you’ll wrestle with what it means 
to be a conduit flowing with the power of the Holy Spirit. You’ll take the Wired Assessment. 
This unique inventory will give you a personalized road map to discover your purpose, 
your calling, and how God wired you to serve. We’ll dig into Scripture and create a per-
sonalized detailed plan for how you’re going to plug in and begin using your unique wiring 
to impact the Kingdom of God in your church, in your community, and across the world. 

You can take an online version of the assessment at CalvaryMac.com/wired, or you can 
fill out the hand-written form found in this book. This inventory is broken into three sec-
tions. 

1. Section I: Talent Assessment 
This will help to identify natural abilities you were born with and skills you have 
developed� 

2. Section II: Passions Assessment  
This will help to identify ages, people groups, and causes that truly grab your heart� 

3. Section III: Spiritual Gifts Inventory.  
This will help to identify authoritative and empowered gifts the Spirit of God gives 
Jesus Followers to build up others and the Kingdom of God� 

My prayer over these sessions is not only that you gain a clear map of how God wired 
you, but you will plug into the only power source that matters. The power of the Holy Spirit. 
And that’s what we’ll talk about next. 

Processing Questions
These questions are designed for small group discussions� However, if you're reading this book 
on your own, grab a pen and use these questions to processes individually� 

1. Describe your reaction to pipe theology. Relate a time you've experienced a church 
full of buckets or pipes.  
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2.  Read the following lyrics from Keith Green's classic song Asleep in the Light.2 
Do you see, do you see all the people sinking down? 
Don't you care, don't you care are you gonna let them drown? 
How can you be so numb not to care if they come? 
You close your eyes and pretend the job's done

Bless me Lord, bless me Lord You know it's all I ever hear 
No one aches, no one hurts no one even sheds one tear 
But He cries, He weeps, He bleeds and He cares for your needs 
And you just lay back and keep soaking it in

Oh, can't you see it's such a sin? 'Cause He brings people to you door 
And you turn them away as you smile and say 
God bless you, be at peace and all heaven just weeps 
'Cause Jesus came to you door you've left Him out in the street

Open up, open up and give yourself away 
You see the need, you hear the cries so how can you delay? 
God's calling and you're the one but like Jonah you run 
He's told you to speak but you keep holding it in 
Can't you see it's such a sin?

The world is sleeping in the dark that the church just can't fight 
'Cause it's asleep in the light 
How can you be so dead, when you've been so well fed 
Jesus rose from the grave and you, you can't even get out of bed

• How do these lyrics make you feel as you read or hear them? 

• How do the lyrics of Asleep in the Light relate to pipe theology?  

3. How is a conduit used to transport liquid different than one that creates an electri-
cal current? How is an electrical conduit an appropriate illustration for the life of a 
Jesus Follower? 
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4. Share about a time you felt like a cord unplugged and inactively sitting on a shelf or 
in a pew.   

5. Share two words that capture how you are feeling about this book and the process of 
discovering how God wired you. Share your reasons for choosing each word. 
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Part 1 
The Holy Spirit
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2
Who is the Holy Spirit?

The heritage of books and studies on spiritual gifts isn't exactly stellar. There's a trem-
ulously wide variety of opinion and theological confusion. Most studies can't even 

agree upon a definition of what a spiritual gift is, let alone agree upon a unified list of gifts 
listed in Scripture. Typically studies on spiritual gifts, and how God wired us as individuals, 
follow the same pattern; they have people take a spiritual gift inventory, maybe a personal-
ity inventory, and then come up with a few suggestions of where they can effectively serve 
in the church according to the results of the spiritual gift test. However, in my experience, 
this may not be the most effective approach for discovering God's design and call upon the 
life of believers. 

This technique was widely used in the 80's and 90's due to the influence of churches such 
as Willow Creek Community Church and their ground breaking Network resource,3 written 
by Bruce Bugbee and Don Cousins with the tag line, "The right people, in the right places, 
for the right reasons, at the right time�" Impressively, over one million people took part in a 
Network class. Full disclosure: when I was new in my faith I took a Network class. I greatly 
appreciate the experience and it was the first time I learned anything about spiritual gifts. It 
was my first experience in learning something about my personality, temperament, and got 
me thinking about spiritual gifts I potentially possessed. This was an excellent foundation 
that the Lord built upon decades later when I finally learn what it meant to walk baptized 
in the Spirit of God on a daily basis. While my understanding of gifts is due in large part to 
Bugbee and Cousin's resource, I have always felt there were missing pieces to the Network 
tool, and other traditional spiritual gift inventories that follow similar methodology. Those 
missing pieces are what we will attempt to unlock in this book.        

The Achilles heal of the traditional spiritual gift approach is in blurring the understand-
ing of how spiritual gifts are decidedly distinct from natural talents and skills. As a young 

DRAFT COPY / YOU WILL FIND EDITING MISTAKES.



— 14 —

believer I ignorantly answered questions in the Network inventories from the only thing I 
knew—my own narrow experience. While the intent was to take a spiritual gift test, in actu-
ality, my responses measured something much more human, yet easier to claim. Instead of 
discovering actual gifts of the Spirit, I answered questions according to what I was naturally 
talented at. Then, because of the context of the class, I slapped a “spiritual gift” label on 
those earthly abilities ignorantly moving on to minister out of my own talent, rather by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.   

We are going to take a different approach to avoid the limitations of measuring only 
what we've experienced in the past through talent, and unlock the potential of what the 
Holy Spirit might calling us to moving forward. For starters, this book isn’t about us because 
our calling and our spiritual gifts are not about us. Instead, first and foremost, our calling, 
gifts, and talents are all about God. Rather than launching from a lens focused on us as 
humans, we are going to point the magnifying glass on the Lord. It’s critical that we under-
stand God because if we are pipes, conduits of His power, we have to understand who we are 
plugging into. That power source is what this book is all about—the Holy Spirit. 

A verse that we’ll keep coming back to throughout our study is from Acts Chapter 1 
Verse 8. 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth�” —Acts 1:8 

So, who is this power source and how do we receive His power? 
If you are working with electricity and power, you need to under-
stand how voltage works. What is the source of that power? How 
does the current move through the wire? How can that wattage be 
used to accomplish the purpose? Without and understand of the 
power source, you will either fail to plug in to that source or risk a 
dangerous situation.  

The truth is that the average believer is a complete amateur 
when it comes to the Holy Spirit. Sure, we know all about Jesus, 
and as believers, we emphasize building a relationship with Jesus. 

And because of Jesus’ atoning for our sins, we have access and a relationship with the Fa-
ther. Most Christians know about God the Father: who He is and how He works. But the 
Holy Spirit? This may sound harsh, but it’s true: most Christians' relationships with God 
are incomplete because people have not come into relationship with the Holy Spirit. And 
a relationship with the Holy Spirit is just as important as a relationship with the God the 
Father and God the Son. 

So before we dive into how we are "wired" (our passions, talents and spiritual gifts), we 
need to lay a strong theological foundation of who the Holy Spirit is, so that our relationship 

The truth is that 
the average 
believer is a 

complete amateur 
when it comes to 

the Holy Spirit.
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and cooperation with the Spirit is in line with what Scriptures say. By doing this we will gain 
a biblical understanding of the reality of how God actually works. So, don’t skip past this 
and run to the chapters focusing on you and how you’re gifted. Instead, tread thoughtfully, 
dig in, and really investigate who the Holy Spirit is. 

Number 1: The Holy Spirit is God. 
Every theological foundation must begin with who God is. God is One God, who has 

manifested Himself in three persons. We call this One God in three persons “the Trinity�” 
You can look, but you won’t find the word “Trinity” in the Bible. However, you will find the 
concept everywhere in the Bible beginning with the first sentence, right there in the first 
book, first chapter; 

In the beginning God��� 

That is a reference to God the Father.

���created the heavens and the earth� Now the earth was formless and empty, 
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the waters� 

Notice God the Holy Spirit, right there at the moment of cre-
ation hovering over the waters. 

And God said,��� 

That’s God speaking. Who’s the Word of God? According to John 
Chapter 1, the Word of God is Jesus. 

And God said “Let there be light,” and there was light�—Genesis 1:1-3 

Jumping down in the chapter to Verse 26 look what it says, 

Then God said… —Genesis 1:26a

Interesting the Hebrew word for God used there is Elohim, 
which is not singular; which would be the Hebrew Word “El.” 
It doesn’t say “Then El said...”, No it’s the plural word “Elohim.” 
“Then Elohim said, ‘“Let us…” Notice it doesn’t say “Let me make 
mankind in my likeness” it says... 



— 16 —

The Trinity
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"Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness�” —Genesis 1:26b, empha-
sis added

Why did God refer to Himself as plural?  Modern Jewish Rabbis claim it was for empha-
sis. Yet this does not fit the context, nor does this fit the plain simple understanding of the 
phrase. Instead, God refers to Himself as plural because He is One God in three persons—
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 

The concept of the Trinity is not just taught throughout the Old Testament, it is clearly 
revealed in the New Testament as well, such as in Jesus’ baptism. Notice all three members 
of the Godhead at the baptism of Jesus. 

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water� At that moment 
heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
alighting on him� And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well pleased�”—Matthew 3:16-17�  

This was a moment of wonder, declaration and glory of One God in three persons. 
Or, look at Jesus’ final challenge to the disciples before He ascended to God the Father’s 

side in Matthew 28.  

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me� Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit� 
—Matt 28:18-19 

Here, in what we call “The Great Commission,” we 
see that concept of One God in three persons.  No-
tice Jesus didn’t say, “Go and baptize in the name of 
the Father, the Son, and Abraham�” Or “���in the name 
of the Father, The Son and David�” Nope. To put some 
ordinary human’s name in there as equal with God 
the Father and Son would be both inappropriate and 
wrong. Instead, it is in the name of the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit because God is One in three 
persons. God the Father, God the Son, and just as 
equal, God the Holy Spirit. 

This concept of the Trinity can be difficult to 
grasp. And in all honesty, I don’t know if our finite minds will grasp this eternal concept 
of three being one until we ourselves have eternal minds. But I find the classic theological 
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chart (figure a) to be helpful. God is one. All three members of the Godhead are God—God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Yet, each is uniquely distinct—the Father 
is not the Son, nor the Holy Spirit. The Son is not the Father, nor the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit is not the Father nor the son. Each member of the Trinity is distinct. 

Fortunately, there is one relationship we have on earth that is a picture of the relation-
ship in the trinity of the Godhead. It’s the marriage relationship between a man and wife 
God established from the beginning in Genesis 2:24.  

But for Adam no suitable helper was found� So the LORD God caused the man 
to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs 
and then closed up the place with flesh� Then the LORD God made a woman 
from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man� 
The man said,“This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall 
be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man�” That is why a man leaves 
his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh�”— 
Genesis 2:20b-24 

Sadly, marriage has deteriorated as a helpful picture of the Trinity in modern soci-
ety because of how cheaply the relationship has become. The commonality of divorce and 
the cheapened societal definition of what wedlock 
is have emptied the meaning of the metaphor of 
marriage in regards to the Trinity. But society's in-
terpretation of matrimony is not how God views 
it. Marriage is the God decreed representation of 
the Godhead (figure b). The husband is one flesh 
with the wife who is one flesh with the husband. 
They are one. Yet, the man is not the woman and 
the woman is not the man. They are different peo-
ple with unique purposes and functions. Can you 
see why the Enemy has attacked the foundations of 
marriage in our culture? Every attempt to undermine the relationship between a man and 
woman is an effort to undermine the most significant picture in human existence for the 
Trinity. Regardless of how the world defines marriage, God defines it as one man and one 
woman because it reflects His nature. God sees a married couple as two unique persons 
who are one flesh—just like the Godhead is three persons who are One. 

The implication for our study is that the Holy Spirit is God. He is no less God than the 
God the Father, nor the God the Son. The Holy Spirit is 100 percent completely divine. 

Perhaps the clearest verse we have, as to the deity of the Holy Spirit is found in Acts 
chapter 5 when a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of 
property to provide for those in need in the early church, which was great, except they lied. 

Marriage

HUSBAND WIFEONE
FLESH

is not

isis

is not



— 18 —

They pretended to bring all the money from the property to the apostles, but kept back part 
of the profits for themselves. There was nothing wrong with keeping back part of the money. 
After all, it was their own money. However, they pretended to be more generous than they 
actually were in an effort to appear more spiritual, generous, and righteous than they actu-
ally were. By the power of the Holy Spirit, Peter sees right through their facade. We pick up 
the story as Peter rebukes Ananias. 

“Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that 
you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money 
you received for the land? Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And af-
ter it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What made you think of 
doing such a thing? You have not lied just to human beings but to God.”  
—Acts 5:3-4, emphasis added

Who did Ananias lie to? Peter says "the Holy Spirit�" Who does Peter say the Holy Spirit 
is? He says they have lied "to God�" The Holy Spirit is God. Ananias and Sapphira took Holy 
Spirit cheaply and paid dearly for it. Both fell down dead. This is exactly what could happen 
to someone cheaply messing with the wiring of an outlet underestimating the dangerous 
power of electricity. 

So now we’ve clarified the Holy Spirit is God. But here’s the second truth we need to 
understand: 

Number 2: The Holy Spirit is a person. 
The number one reason the Holy Spirit is neglected in so many churches is because 

Christians mistakenly take an Obi-Wan-Kenobi approach to the Holy Spirit. Remember in 
Star Wars: Episode IV, how Obi Wan explained the force to Luke Skywalker? What he de-

scribes is supernatural, but it’s not a person. Instead he says it’s “an 
energy field created by all living things� It surrounds us, penetrates 
us, and binds the galaxy together�” The Jedi access the Force to flow 
through them, empower them to defeat their enemies, and main-
tain peace across the galaxy.  

Way too many Christians approach the Holy Spirit like He’s the 
force. In fact, I hesitated using that illustration of an electric wire to 
demonstrate our relationship with the Holy Spirit, because I don’t 
want people to get the idea that the Holy Spirit is simply an elec-
trical force—no way! That is a concept stemming from Hinduism 
which teaches followers to tap into Brahman energy. The reality is 

such religious practices steer followers to open themselves up to demonic influence. 
The Holy Spirit is a very real person who desires, just like Jesus and just like the Father, 

to have a relationship with you yet uniquely distinct from the persons of the  Father and the 
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Son. Biblically, this is how we know the Holy Spirit is a unique person:  

The Holy Spirit has a personality. He speaks. 

Look at Acts 13,

While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set 
apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them�” So 
after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent 
them off�—Acts 13:2-3 

Just imagine for a moment that the Holy Spirit was the force. The force in Star Wars isn’t 
a person, it’s an "...essence of energy flowing through all living things." But here, the Holy 
Spirit personally speaks instructing the early Jesus Followers to set Paul and Barnabas apart 
for a special mission. It wouldn’t make any sense if it said, “While they were worshiping the 
Lord and fasting, the force said,” or “...the essence said…” Instead a person, the Holy Spirit, 
spoke to the early Jesus followers.  

We cannot have an intimate personal relationship with an energy force. But we abso-
lutely can have a personal relationship with a person. In fact, God wants you to plug in and 
experience the same personal relationship with the Holy Spirit that the early Christians 
had. This begins as you learn to recognize the voice of the Holy Spirit in your life. 

The Holy Spirit has a mind. He teaches us. 

Just look at Paul describing the mind of the Holy Spirit in 1 Corinthians 2:

What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from 
God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us� This is what 
we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by 
the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words� The person 
without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God 
but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are 
discerned only through the Spirit� —1 Corinthians 2:12-14 

Do you realize the implication of this? The Holy Spirit is our teacher. Anyone can read 
the Bible, but we cannot truly understand Scripture without the Holy Spirit as our instruc-
tor. Without the Holy Spirit, the Bible may seem like it includes some wisdom and good 
teaching, but you will dismiss most of it as foolishness. To test this truth, just talk to an 
atheist. Atheists are more than happy to tell you how foolish you are to believe in such an 
outdated and irrelevant book. Consider why so many liberal theologians and academics 
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can spend their lives studying the Bible; a book they don’t actually believe in. Because to 
them it is mere academic pursuit—no more than literary and cultural history. Without the 

mind of the Holy Spirit they can not understand biblical authori-
tative truth and will not comprehend what Scripture truly holds. 
Because biblical truth must be discerned through the mind of the 
Holy Spirit. How can we truly learn about God and genuinely 
grasp the Bible? This is possible only through God the Spirit—our 
teacher. 

Jesus himself identified the Holy Spirit as our teacher as He 
prepared His disciples for the cross.  

“All this I have spoken while still with you� But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will re-
mind you of everything I have said to you�” —John 14:25-26

I love how Jesus calls the Holy Spirit both a teacher and the Advocate. You’re not just a 
commonplace student to the Holy Spirit. Instead, you are unique and special to the Holy 
Spirit. He is your advocate—like a teacher who fights for his or her student to be successful 
because he or she loves them. Which brings us to this…

The Holy Spirit has emotion. He loves us and can be grieved. 

We know God the Father is a person, we see his emotion throughout Scripture towards 
the Israelites and their enemies in the Old Testament and towards His Son in the New 
Testament. We know God the Son is a person as we read of the love and emotion of Jesus 
throughout the Gospels culminating in the shortest verse in Scripture found in John chap-
ter 11, 

“Jesus wept,” —John 11:35

Jesus wept when He was so overcome with emotion upon experiencing the pain and suf-
fering people around him were experiencing over the death of a loved one that he began 
weeping.  

The Holy Spirit is a person with emotion as well, just like the Father and just like Jesus. 
We can cause Him to grieve and be brokenhearted too. Paul warned us of how we can break 
the Holy Spirit’s heart in his letter to the Ephesians:

“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the 
day of redemption� 

Biblical truth must 
be discerned 

through the mind 
of the Holy Spirit. 
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How do we break the Holy Spirit’s heart? It happens when we 
fail to... 

“Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with 
every form of malice� 

When we’re divided, angry, and arguing we grieve the Holy Spir-
it (which simply means "we break his heart." Conversely, can we 
delight the Holy Spirit, Paul goes on to tells us how... 

“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in 
Christ�”— Ephesians 4:30-32 

We delight the Holy Spirit when we love each other as conduits of the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Paul talks about this love of the Holy Spirit in his letter to the church at Rome. 

“I urge you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the 
love of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle by praying to God for me�”  
—Romans 15:30 

The Holy Spirit isn’t just some energy force to give us the power to love, the Holy Spirit 
personally loves us. The force from Star Wars, an energy, or an essence isn’t capable of love. 
However, the person of the Holy Spirit loves you more than you can possibly comprehend. 

The Holy Spirit has a will. He chooses. 

Later in this book we will look at 1 Corinthians chapters 12-14 which describes, in 
detail, spiritual gifts and their proper use. For now, notice the determining will of the Holy 
Spirit in action. 

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them� There 
are different kinds of service, but the same Lord� There are different kinds of 
working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work�
Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common 
good� To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to an-
other a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith 
by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to anoth-
er miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing be-
tween spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still 
another the interpretation of tongues� All these are the work of one and 



— 22 —

the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines�  
— 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

An energy force doesn’t possess a determining will. An essence, like Star War's the force, 
just exists. According to the Bible the Holy Spirit isn’t a mere force, but instead an intimate 
person who knows you, wired you with natural talents and personality when you were 
born, and chooses unique spiritual gifts with which to empower you after you are spiritually 
born upon making Jesus your King.   

Number 3: The Holy Spirit Lives in Us.
I’m convinced one of the most undervalued verses in the Bible is found in 1 Corinthians 

6 verse 19. 

“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in 
you, whom you have received from God?” —1 Corinthians 6:19 

The reason I say this verse is so undervalued isn’t because people don’t understand it. 
The verse is fairly straightforward: the Holy Spirit lives in us. Despite the simplicity I have 
found a majority of Jesus Followers don’t come close to understanding the weight of what 
this verse is actually communicating.  

The books of Exodus and Leviticus provide great detail about God’s tabernacle and 
temple blueprints. Notice what God said to Moses.

"Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show 
you�"—Exodus 25:9� 

The tabernacle wasn't to look just similar to the blueprints, but instead "exactly like the 
pattern" God revealed to Moses on Mt. Sinai. Why was this so critical? Because everything 
in the tabernacle was to be laid out as an earthly representation of God’s actual throne room 
in heaven (figure c). Moses was to build the tabernacle with the ark of the covenant as an 
earthly symbol of God’s actual throne in heaven. Significantly, the lid of the ark, known as 
the mercy seat, demonstrates how God is enthroned between the wings of the Cherubim 
angels on top of the ark. Simply put, the ark is a throne. The way it is all laid out (with the 
ark of the covenant in the  Holy of Holies, next to the Holy Place, then the courtyard with 
the altar, and one gate in) is an earthly model of God’s actual throne room in heaven. 

This pattern shown to Moses on Mt. Sinai is the same pattern they used to arrange Herod’s 
temple, which was the temple in Jerusalem at the time of Jesus. That temple was designed 
from the same pattern used in Solomon’s original Jerusalem temple that was destroyed by 
the Babylonians in 587 BC. When Solomon built that temple, is was arranged exactly like 
the Tabernacle pattern Moses and the Israelites built in the wilderness. Each earthly model 
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of God's eternal throne 
room used the same di-
mensions and layout ac-
cording to what Moses 
was shown originally. 

But I would argue 
there was actually an 
earthly model of God's 
throne room that pre-
ceded the tabernacle 
built by Moses. Mt. Si-
nai itself was an earthly 
model of God's heavenly 
throne room. Notice the 
summit of the mountain was the Holy of Holies, that only Moses could approach, just like 
only the high priest could enter the Holy of Holies in the tabernacle. The lower half of 
the mountain functioned as the Holy Place where Aaron could go, and Moses’ assistant 
Joshua waited for his mentor, just like selected priests could enter the tabernacle Holy Place 
in order to perform their priestly duties. The the base of the mountain functioned as the 
courtyard where Moses, Aaron, two of Aaron’s sons and 70 of Israel's elders were invited to 
catch a glimpse of God’s actual throne room in a vision on top of Mt. Sinai. We read about 
this in Exodus 24. 

Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up 
and saw the God of Israel� Under his feet was something like a pavement made 
of lapis lazuli, as bright blue as the sky� But God did not raise his hand against 
these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and drank�—Exodus 
24:9-11

Just before they endeavored to build the earthly model, God allowed these 74 Israelite lead-
ers to see the actual base of God’s throne on top of the mountain from the courtyard (the 
base of the mountain). Why would the Lord give them this glimpse? It is because God 
wanted them to observe true majesty of what they would be modeling with the tabernacle. 

What does this have to do with living with the Holy Spirit? According to Scripture, you 
are now the earthly model of God's throne room (figure d). Not a mountain, not a tent, not 
a temple structure, but instead your body is now the tabernacle of God. According to 1 
Corinthians 6 verse 19, the moment you accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord, the Holy Spirit 
took up residence in you and your body is now the very temple of the Holy Spirit. He is en-
throned between the wings of the Cherubim of your heart. Your Heart is the Holy of Holies 
where His throne resides, just like that throne the 70 elders caught a glimpse of on Mt. Si-
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nai. Just like the tabernacle in the desert, the same as the 
temple in Jerusalem, your body is the earthly model of 
the God’s actual throne room in heaven—and the Holy 
Spirit sits on that throne. 

Notice how the verses around 1 Corinthians 6:19 be-
come so significantly more relevant and weighty when 
we understand the consequence of what it’s communi-
cating,  

“Flee from sexual immorality� All other sins a per-
son commits are outside the body, but whoever 
sins sexually, sins against their own body� Do you 
not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy 
Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received 
from God? You are not your own; you were bought 
at a price� Therefore honor God with your bodies�”  
—1 Corinthians 6:18-20 

Might I suggest this raises the stakes of why it’s so 
vital to guard our bodies sexually? When we realize our 
bodies are the earthly model of God’s actual throne room 

in heaven, it should change our callous approach to sexual sin. How dare we ignorantly treat 
sexuality and our bodies like they are only made for personal gratification. The implication 
is that when we give into sexual temptation we are committing that sin with the very model 
of God's throne room.     

There's a second, more precious, implication of our bodies being walking tabernacle 
models of God. Both Exodus and Leviticus communicate that the purpose of the taber-
nacle, and later the temple in Jerusalem, was to provide a way for humans to access the very 
presence of God on the throne. The entire sacrificial system taught the ongoing lesson that 
we could only access to the throne of God through the sacrifice of a lamb. The significance 
is profound: we are not our own. According to 1 Corinthians 6:20, we were bought at the 
price of the precious blood of the Lamb of God—Jesus Christ. 

It is only because God the Son paid the price, as the sacrificial lamb on the cross to  
atone for our sins, that the Holy Spirit is able to take up residence upon the throne of our 
heart. Therefore, we have access to the very presence of God, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
365 days a year. This is why it is so invaluable that each Jesus follower is a walking taberna-
cle. That means each Jesus Follower has the Holy of Holies beating in our heart. That means 
we have permanent and unlimited access to the throne. 

All this to say that in coming into a relationship with the Holy Spirit you are coming 
into a vital relationship with God. If all I do is relate to God the Father and to Jesus, but 
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never engage, or plug in to the Holy Spirit...then my faith is incomplete. I’m missing some-
thing critical and necessary. 

It is critical to grasp this theological truth (that the Holy Spirit is both God and is a 
unique person). This unlocks the door to the understanding that we might relate to the 
Holy Spirit in order have a total relationship with God. That connection is the catalyst for 
spiritual gifts manifesting themselves in our lives. 

Without that relationship with the Holy Spirit? Just to take some 
human designed test to find a spiritual gift? Or take a class like 
Wired? It’d be pointless. And you’ll end up, like most people, confus-
ing natural talents with spiritual gifts and continue to try to live your 
life and minister to other people via the power of your own strength 
and flesh. That’s what most Christians settle for. 

This might really resonate with you, because deep down, you 
know your relationship with God has been lacking because you haven’t come into a full 
relationship with the Holy Spirit. That’s like trying to plug an extension cord into an outlet 
that has some of the wires disconnected. 

Well that’s what this Wired course is all about. Helping you to plug fully into God by 
developing a vibrant relationship with the Holy Spirit.   

Processing Questions
These questions are designed for small group discussions� However, if you're reading this book 
on your own, grab a pen and use these questions to processes individually� 

1. Share your own personal experience with spiritual gift tests or personality tests. 
How have they been helpful? How have they been lacking? 

2. Share your reaction to the marriage relationship being a picture of the Trinity? How 
does this clarify your understanding of the Trinity? What are the implications? 

3. What are the implications that the Holy Spirit is both God and a person who desires 
(just like Jesus and just like the Father) to have a relationship with you?

Each Jesus 
Follower has the 

Holy of Holies 
beating in  
our heart. 
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4. How does grasping the weight of your body as the temple of the Holy Spirit, with 
God enthroned upon the Holy of Holies of your heart, recalibrate the way you treat 
sin? 

5. How should grasping the weight of your body as the temple of the Holy Spirit, with 
God enthroned upon the Holy of Holies of your heart affect how we pray? How can 
this understanding affect how we develop a relationship with the Holy Spirit? 
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3
How does the Holy Spirit Work?
Remember what we've learned: God calls us to be pipes, not buckets that are poured 

into and just sit around growing stagnant. We are to be living conduits through 
whom God works. As we've learned about the Holy Spirit we are using a the illustration of 
a specific type of conduit—an electric cord. 

In the previous chapter we studied the theological foundations of who the Holy Spirit 
is: that He is both God and a person. We discussed how developing a relationship with the 
Holy Spirit is just as important as our relationship with God the Father, and God the Son, 
Jesus Christ. The next question is obvious is, "How do we plug in our lives to become conduits 
of the Holy Spirit?"

Middle School English Class
In order to learn how to plug in to the Holy Spirit we’re going to go back to Middle 

School English class to refresh our memories about the parts of speech. Specifically, prepo-
sitions. Odds are, most of us studied late the night before a test. If 
you are like me you probably don’t remember what a preposition 
is. Here is a reminder: Prepositions tell you the relationship be-
tween the other words in a sentence. Think of prepositions as the 
words that help glue a sentence together. They do this by express-
ing position and movement, possession, time and how an action 
is completed. In fact several of the most frequently used words in 
all of English, such as “in,” “of,” “to,” “for,” “with,” “on” and “at,” 
are prepositions. In fact they are such a common part of language 
that most of us use them naturally without even thinking about it. 
Prepositions are key to unlocking not only how the Holy Spirit works, but specifically how 
to plug in and become conduits of His love, authority and power. 

Prepositions 
tell you the 
relationship 
between the  

other words in  
a sentence.
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It all goes back to Jesus’ fundamental teaching on the Holy Spirit to his disciples. In John 
14, Jesus has been with His disciples, He is about to depart through the cross, resurrection 
and ascension. He’s been with the Twelve physically yet He’s preparing them for how to live 
for Him after He ascends back to His Father. Look what He says, and pay attention to the 
prepositions:  

“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you 
and be with you forever— the Spirit of truth�” — John 14:16-17a 

So Jesus has been their advocate, but He’s leaving. However, He 
is not abandoning them. Because after He’s gone the Father will 
send a new advocate, the Spirit. 

“The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows 
him� But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you�”  
—John 14:17b, emphasis added 

Here are our first two prepositions—“with” and “in.” Remember, prepositions express 
position, movement, possession, time and how an action is completed. 

Jesus was speaking to the disciples before the cross, before He paid the price to atone 
for the disciples sin. At that time, He said, the disciples knew the Holy Spirit, but the Spirit 

was not “in” them. Rather the Holy Spirit was “with” them. The 
original Greek preposition there is the word Para which literally 
means “with you” or “the coming alongside�”

This is how the Holy Spirit relates with all who have not yet 
received Jesus Christ as their Savior. The Holy Spirit is “with” 
them. Like someone walking beside them or “coming along-
side.” Why is the Holy Spirit “Para” or “with” someone who 
hasn’t received Jesus as their Savior? Because, even though the 
non-believer is completely unaware, the Holy Spirit is “coming 
alongside” them to guide them and point them to Jesus. Just like 

the Holy Spirit was with the disciples, even though they were completely oblivious to His 
presence, He was with them guiding them and pointing them to Jesus. 

Notice the next preposition; 

“But you know him, for he lives with you (before He’s your Savior), and will 
be in you�” —John 14:17c, comment and emphasis added 

There’s the next proposition—the Greek word, “en” simply means “in” or “in you.” 
When did this happen for the disciples? When did the Holy Spirit take up residence “in” 

Prepositions 
express position, 

movement, 
possession, time 

and how an action 
is completed.
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the disciples? The reality is that, due to sin, this could not happen until Jesus atoned for the 
disciple's sin on the cross. And John tells us exactly when it happened for the 11 disciples 
(minus Judas). Jesus paid the atonement price for each of them on the cross. Then, after 
three days, He rose from the dead. On the evening of the third day, what we call Resurrec-
tion Day, we read about a significant interaction between Jesus and His disciples. 

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were togeth-
er, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them 
his hands and side� The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord�
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending 
you�” And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit�”  
— John 20:19-22 

Between you and me, I have never fully understood what John meant when he wrote 
that Jesus breathed on them.  I'm not quite sure what it means outside of something com-
pletely supernatural occurring. What I do gather is that the Holy Spirit had been with the 
disciples but in that powerful moment the Holy Spirit came and lived in the disciples. As 
John personally experienced this occurring the only way he could describe this supernatu-
ral experience with human language was to say that Jesus... 

“���breathed on them and said, ‘receive the Holy Spirit�” —John 20:22b

Jesus had atoned for their sin their bodies could now be the temple of the Holy Spirit. 
And that’s what this Greek preposition en is referring to. The Holy Spirit living in a Jesus 
Follower occurs when that person accepts Jesus as his or her Savior and becomes the temple 
of the Holy Spirit. At that moment the Holy Spirit is enthroned between the wings of the 
cherubim of his or her heart. 

So as we talk about plugging into the Holy Spirit it is important to understand that if 
you’ve accepted Jesus as Lord, The Holy Spirit already lives in you. In Paul’s letter to the 
Ephesians he wrote about this when he said; 

And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation� When you believed, you were marked in him with a 
seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance un-
til the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory�  
—Ephesians 1:13-14 

That moment you confessed with your mouth “Jesus is Lord” and believed God raised 
Him from the dead, the Holy Spirit in dwelt in you and became that deposit guaranteeing 
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that you are saved. That’s why Paul wrote to the Romans, 

You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the 
Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you� And if anyone does not have 
the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ� But if Christ is in you, 
then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit 
gives life because of righteousness� And if the Spirit of him who raised Je-
sus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 
also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you�”  
—Romans 8:9-11, emphasis added

Can you comprehend the gravity that as a Jesus Follower you are now the temple of the Holy 
Spirit? It is truly an awesome truth. 

Sadly, that’s where most people stop. The Holy Spirit was with them before they become 
a Jesus Follower. Then the Holy Spirit came in them when they accepted Jesus as their Sav-
ior. They stop there. With and in become the totality of their relationship to the Holy Spirit. 
Except God's intention is not for us to stop there. Instead, Scripture uses one more preposi-
tion to convey how the Holy Spirit relates to us. And to find that preposition, we go to the 
book of Acts to a passage so critical to understanding our relationship with God found in 
chapter 1. 

For context, understand this is the time period after the cross, in between the resurrec-
tion and the ascension. It was a time of waiting. That is until...

On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: 
“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you 
have heard me speak about� For John baptized with water, but in a few days 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit�” —Acts 1:4-5 

Now, if you’re astute, you may be wondering, "Wait? Didn’t he already give them the Holy 
Spirit?" That is true. We just read about Jesus breathing on the disciples and they “received” 
the Holy Spirit. So if the Holy Spirit is already living in them, why do they need to wait to 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit? Aren’t they already? 

For the answer, we need to remember the function of prepositions and how they express 
position, movement, possession, time and how an action is completed. Again, prepositions 
are key to unlocking our relationship with the Holy Spirit. 

Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time go-
ing to restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them: “It is not for you to know 
the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority� But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
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Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth�” —Acts 
1:6-8, emphasis added

Did you catch the new preposition? The Holy Spirit was with the disciples before the 
cross, leading them to Jesus. The Holy Spirit came in them when were saved, Jesus breathed 
on them, and they became the temple of the Holy Spirit. But they were still to wait in Je-
rusalem until they received a different relationship with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
will come on them. The preposition translated as "on" is the Greek word Epi which means 
“upon” “over” “overflow." This relationship to the Holy Spirit ties back to the phrase we read 
earlier when Jesus said,  

“For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit�”—Acts 1:5

Baptism of the Holy Spirit
We use the word "baptize" only in relationship to the church and religious activity. How-
ever, in the first century the word was not a theological word but a common word used in 
daily conversation. The Greek word baptizo simply means “immerse.” It would be a word 
someone commonly used while washing clothes. While doing laundry in the first century 
a Greek speaker might say they “baptizo the shirt in water.” Thus, this preposition from 
verse 8, "on," is that act of the Holy Spirit coming on us, baptizing us, or immersing us in 
the Holy Spirit.  

We can compare this with a cup of water. A cup starts off empty. 
Then, as someone lifts a pitcher of water up near to a cup, then the 
water is with the cup. However, as the pitcher of water is tipped and 
begins to pour water into the cup, then cup's relationship to the 
water changes. The water is now in the cup. However, if the pitcher 
continues to pour into the cup and water begins flowing over the 
rim of the vessel, then the relationship changes. The water is now on 
the cup. When the water is epi the cup, or on the cup, then the water 
overflows from that cup into the lives of cups and environment around it. 

That’s what it means to be baptized in the Spirit. Do not make the theological mistake, 
that many churches make, of equating baptism of the Spirit with the gift of tongues. That's 
not the sense of the phrase. Instead, it simply means to be immersed in the Holy Spirit. For 
the Holy Spirit to come on you giving you power to be witnesses for the Lord "in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth�" Being immersed in the Spirit 
provides the power we need to represent Jesus and spread the gospel. That power comes in 
the form of spiritual gifts. That very well may be the gift of tongues, but not necessarily. That 
Spirit of God can manifest power in anyone of a number of spiritual gifts. Being baptized in 

"Baptism of the 
Spirit" simply 
means to be 

immersed in the 
Holy Spirit.
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the Spirit might just as well produce the gift of mercy, wisdom, teaching, or faith. When any 
Jesus Follower is immersed in the Spirit of God, the Holy Spirit decides what spiritual gift is 
needed for His intended purpose in that person and in that moment of time.   

This experience of having the Holy Spirit come on you, to be baptized, or immersed, in 
the Spirit is powerful. So potent, in fact, that when John the Baptist described it he com-
pared it to fire. 

John answered them all, “I baptize you with water� But one who is more pow-
erful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie� He 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire�” — Luke 3:16 

Fire? What’s that about? John the Baptist was talking about a spiritual reality. When we 
are born as human beings, we are naturally born from our mothers in metaphorical water. 
When John baptized people, getting them ready to receive the Messiah, he did so in the 
water of the Jordan River. Today, when we baptize someone in water, we do so according to 
this same model. Water baptism doesn't save us. Instead, it is a drama acting out how Jesus 
saved us. It is an act of obedience and of faith. It is an outward expression of an inward real-
ity that we are saved and sealed with the Holy Spirit living in us. 

However, when we surrender our lives to Jesus and step out to be used by Him, He 
baptizes us in the Holy Spirit.  Being immersed in the Holy Spirit is a separate experience 

from water baptism. It's the shekinah fire of the 
presence of God. 

Being from the Pacific Northwest, I know 
water is powerful. We are blessed in Oregon to 
have waterfalls everywhere we turn. There is 
something so majestic and beautiful about cas-
cading water. However, there is something more 
majestic and more powerful than a waterfall. 
Something seen all the time in the Big Island of 
Hawaii—a cascade of lava. Such a marvel is liter-
ally a downpour of fire. And that’s the power of 
the Holy Spirit coming on us, we are baptized in 
fire. It's not a work of the flesh which was natu-
rally born in water, but it is a work of the Spirit 
which is supernatural. Thus, we are immersed, or 
baptized in the fire of the Holy Spirit. 

There's one more thing to notice here in Acts 
1:8. Just look at how Jesus described the results of the Holy Spirit coming on us, 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you�” 

What is the Shekinah?
The word shekinah does not 
appear in the Bible, but the 
concept clearly does. Jewish 
rabbis coined this extra-biblical 
expression, a form of a Hebrew 
word that literally means “he 
caused to dwell,” to signifying 
a physical expression (such as 
a cloud or fire) was a divine 
visitation of the presence or 
dwelling of the Lord God on 
this earth.4 
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—Acts 1:8, emphasis added

There’s another critical Greek word in this verse and it’s the word for “power." The word 
translated into English as "power" the word Dunamis (δυνάμεως). This Greek word is where 
we get the word “dynamite.” In other words, “you will receive spiritual dynamite when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you.” Why would the Holy Spirit give believers spiritual dynamite? 
The verse tells us the objective. It is to be “my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth�” There’s a purpose for this dynamite. It is to get a job 
done. The Holy Spirit provides dunamis power for the goal of spreading the gospel in our 
cities, communities and to the ends of the earth. 

Tragically, we don’t see much authentic spiritual dynamite 
in churches. Instead we settle for empty fireworks.  This is one 
of the primary explanations for why the American church is so 
incredibly shallow and impotent. 

Fireworks draw a crowd, and the modern American church 
is brilliant at drawing crowds and massive audiences. But spar-
klers do not produce transformation. Instead, they only enter-
tain. This is why churches are filled with people whose church attendance makes such an 
insignificant dent in their attitudes, choices, and behaviors in their daily lives. Well, fire-
works draw a crowd, but dynamite leads to treasure.  

Think about it, everyone loves fireworks. There are few things better than pyrotechnics 
on the Fourth of July, New Years Eve, or to finish off a special day at a Theme Park. Fire-
works are beautiful, they’re impressive—sometimes awe-inspiring. Fireworks will always 
gather a crowd and that crowd will be delighted. But their lives certainly won't be changed 
beyond the memory. There’s no lasting value. 

But dynamite is different. Dynamite is just as awe-inspiring, if not more. While it is not 
necessarily beautiful, it is extremely powerful. Dynamite is not for entertainment. Instead, 
it is a potent tool. In fact, dynamite can move mountains in mere seconds. But there is a 
purpose to the explosion. Dynamite is never used to entertain, but rather to intentionally 
clear what is useless to get to the treasure. And treasure changes lives. 

That’s the baptism of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit comes on the life of a believer to provide 
the dynamite needed. Not to entertain, but intentionally to get the job done of taking the 
gospel into lives of our community, throughout the state, and to the ends of the earth.  

Our society does not need any more fireworks. There are plenty of fireworks coming 
out of Hollywood, in politics, and in sports arenas. We don’t need anymore entertainment. 
The world is desperate for the spiritual dynamite we have available to us in the Holy Spirit.

Fireworks draw 
a crowd, but  

dynamite leads to 
treasure.  
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Processing Questions
These questions are designed for small group discussions� However, if you're reading this book 
on your own, grab a pen and use these questions to processes individually� 

1. When you first hear the phrase Baptism of the Holy Spirit what are the images that 
come to your mind? What has been your experience in churches surrounding that 
phrase? 

2. In this chapter we learned about the prepositions with, in, and on. How does this 
understanding of the Greek prepositions used transform the way we relate to the 
Holy Spirit?

3. How have we settled for fireworks in the modern church? Describe how you see 
crowds being drown to fireworks in the church rather than authentic spiritual dy-
namite. 

4. A key quote from this chapter is "Fireworks draw a crowd, but dynamite leads to 
treasure�" What are the types of things spiritual dynamite needs to clear? What is the 
treasure spiritual dynamite leads to? 

5. Share what the Lord is doing in your mind in heart when it comes to your relation-
ship with the Holy Spirit.
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4
How do I Plug In to the  

Holy Spirit?
We’ve learned who the Holy Spirit is, both God and a unique person with whom 

we can develop a relationship. We've learned about the various ways the Holy 
Spirit relates with us, culminating in the baptism of the Holy Spirit. We've learned this 
means He comes on us and overflows us with spiritual gifts. The next obvious question is 
“How?” Biblically? How are we baptized in the Holy Spirit? Which according to the primary 
metaphor of this book is how do we plug in so that we become conduits of that Dunamis 
power flowing through our lives in the form of Spiritual gifts? 

The Barrier of Talent
Before we get into specifics about how to actually be baptized in the Spirit, I want to 

discuss what is the number one barrier to this happening. Surprisingly, this obstacle is not 
sin, although obviously sin can be significant block to the Holy Spirit working in our lives. 
But that not the number one obstacle. Nor is it fear. It’s not even bad theology. In my expe-
rience the number one barrier to people being immersed, or baptized, in the Holy Spirit is 
pure raw talent. 

Talent is powerful. In fact, in the next chapter we’ll talk all about talent; what it is and 
how talent is different from spiritual gifts. In fact, talents are so important that a talent 
inventory is one of the three key components in the Wired Assessment you find in the Ap-
pendices. 

So why do I believe that talent is the biggest barrier to being baptized in the Holy Spirit? 
Because you can accomplish a lot by pure, natural talent. In fact, multiple pastors have built 
huge churches relying upon talent alone. Massive ministries have been built by extremely 
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talented individuals—talented speakers, talented administrators, leaders, and organizers. 
Talented musicians and talented singers have been key to countless churches' explosive 
growth. And honestly, great! Good! As long as the gospel is preached and following Jesus as 
Lord is taught, more power to them.  

But have you ever been in a growing polished church? Tons of people, incredible music, 
smooth teaching, fun kids ministries, but something is missing? You’re not sure what it is, 
but everything seems kind of veneer, a little plastic—maybe over-produced? What’s often 

missing is the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit. Because the 
Holy Spirit isn’t needed when there’s a team of talented people. A 
ton of American churches are built by incredible teams of people. 

Years ago I was at an event for Christian leaders in which 
Francis Chan spoke about this dynamic. Chan was a pastor at the 
time of a huge mega-church in Simi Valley California. He began 
by saying, “I am sick and tired of building a church that can be ex-
plained by a good team�” Then he said, “You give me the right team 
and I can make anything grow� I could make the Mormon church 

down the street grow�” Then he shocked us all with, “In fact, if Jesus had a church in Simi Val-
ley, my church would be bigger� Because there are people who would follow me who won’t fol-
low Jesus�”5 Boom—drop the mic. My jaw hit the floor. Because Francis Chan was absolutely 
right. The American church is jammed packed with people who have no desire or will to 
surrender their lives to Jesus, but love the church they attend because of the entertaining 
talent and impressive production on stage. The reality is that human skill can manufacture 
powerful environments.  

Talent is truly powerful, yet so abused and misappropriated in the modern American 
church. The reason being that talent is powered by flesh, not Spirit. We are born in our flesh 
natural abilities. If something is built by human skill then the results are in direct propor-
tion to our personal capabilities and how competent of a team we’ve hired—i.e. success is 
dependant upon us.  

Fortunately, building the Church is not our responsibility. God said it is not our job. Je-
sus said, “I will build my church” not “you will build my church�” Because building the church 
is a work of the Spirit, not the flesh. If we build the church by talent, by human strength, then 
it's nothing more than a work of the flesh. 

Solomon, the man whom Scripture identifies as the wisest man to ever live, knew some-
thing about building the House of God—he built the first temple. He knew it needed to be 
a work of the Lord, a spiritual work, not a work of the flesh. Look at what he wrote in Psalm 
127, 

Unless the LORD builds the house, the builders labor in vain� Unless the LORD 
watches over the city, the guards stand watch in vain�” —Psalm 127:1 

The number one 
barrier to people 
being baptized in 
the Holy Spirit is 
pure raw talent.
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Pretty stark warning from Solomon to make sure we allow the Lord to build our minis-
tries. Sadly, there are too many churches filled with massive crowds that are nothing more 
than flesh powered endeavors. This doesn’t mean people don’t find Jesus in such churches. 
It doesn’t mean God can't use them to change lives because God can use anything to change 
lives. But according to Solomon? A house built by the power of flesh is built in vain—
for those doing the construction. For the pastors, ministers, and even the volunteer team, 
building a house by human talent will be in vain. It may impact a congregation, but it is vain 
(i.e. worthless) for the ministry team actually doing the ministry because they are gaining 
no reward for their efforts. According to Psalm 127, because it’s a human effort, rather than 
spirit powered, they are not gaining eternal treasure from their efforts, but only people’s 
empty praise. They build in vain. 

The Apostle Paul wrote about this concept of ministry built in vain in his first letter to 
the church at Corinth. 

By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and 
someone else is building on it� But each one should build with care� For no 
one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus 
Christ� If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, 
wood, hay or straw, their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day 
will bring it to light� It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the 
quality of each person’s work� If what has been built survives, the build-
er will receive a reward� If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but 
yet will be saved—even though only as one escaping through the flames� 
—1 Corinthians 3:10-15

As a pastor I can assure you, ministry is hard work. So difficult, in fact, that I have zero 
desire to waste my time building talent-powered endeavors that will only be exposed as 
good-looking flesh when it is burned away as wood, hay, or straw. Instead, I am driven to 
make sure my ministry efforts are Spirit powered, not flesh powered. 

So, how do we allow the Lord to build the house? How do we make sure our local and 
global ministries are actually built by Jesus? It's actually quite simple: we need to make sure 
we are baptized in the Holy Spirit—that we’re plugged in—on a daily basis. When we inten-
tionally open our lives to be immersed in the fire of His presence we become conduits of the 
Holy Spirit working through us, not merely ministering via human skill. 

How to be baptized in the Holy Spirit
To discover how to practically be baptized in the Spirit, let’s go to Scripture. And what  

we will discover are three basic ways to be baptized in the Spirit. To follow our illustration 
of a power cord, we will call them plugging in experiences. Note that none of these practices 
are mutually exclusive and they aren't one-and-done experiences. Instead, throughout your 
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life—daily, hourly, minute-by-minute—the baptism of the Spirit is ongoing. A Jesus Fol-
lower who is surrendered to the Lord will experience each of these practices at different 
times and circumstances.    

EXPERIENCE #1—Completely unexpected—the Lord launches. 

Sometimes, we have literally nothing to do with initiating baptism in the Spirit. Instead, 
the Lord is at work and comes unexpectedly upon Jesus Followers, whose hearts are sur-
rendered to Him. In such cases, we don’t have anything to do with the timing, the circum-
stances, and we have no ability to affect what happens. But the Holy Spirit shows up and 
comes on believers, immerses them in the fire of His presence, and manifests the perfect 
Spiritual Gift needed to spread the Gospel. 

This is what we read happening in Acts Chapter 2. The Jesus Followers had the Holy 
Spirit in them because Jesus had breathed on them and they received the Holy Spirit. But 
they were still waiting until the Holy Spirit came on them in dunamis power. 

"When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place� Suddenly 
a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven�” 

Interesting that when the Holy Spirit came and lived in them it 
was a gentle breath from Jesus, but when the Holy Spirit came on 
them Luke describes it as a “violent wind.” 

“Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and 
filled the whole house where they were sitting� They saw what seemed to be 
tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them� All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the 
Spirit enabled them� —Acts 2:1-4 

The Jesus Followers gathered there, waiting for the Holy Spirit to come on them, did 
nothing. Yes, they were waiting, and likely praying—maybe even praying for the Advocate 
Jesus promised to come. But they still had no idea what was coming, or when that promised 
Advocate would come. They couldn’t imagine it. 

Suddenly, the Holy Spirit showed up in a completely unexpected way. Notice Luke de-
scribes them as seeming to be “tongues of fire.” A hint at that dunamis, or dynamite, explo-
sive power. I wonder what that actually looked like to see. What visually was happening that 
could only be described in finite human language as "tongues of fire that separated and came 
to rest on each of them"? 

In that specific circumstance the Holy Spirit chose the gift of tongues to give the believ-
ers gathered because it was the perfect gift to spread the gospel for that situation. Historical-
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ly, Jews were in town from all over the Roman Empire for the Feast of Pentecost.  According 
to the first century Jewish historian, Josephus, the population of Jerusalem swelled at such 
festivals with Jews from all over the Roman Empire. With so many foreign visitors, from 
such diverse countries, the Holy Spirit intentionally gave the Jesus Followers the ability to 
speak the praises of God in foreign languages, or what we call the gift of tongues. Unexpect-
edly these foreigners heard the praises of God in their own language. There was an obvious, 
specific purpose for why the Holy Spirit chose that gift for that day. 

Plug in Experience #2—Earnestly Desired—We ask. 

The most consistent way to be baptized in the Spirit and receive Spiritual gifts is not 
when the Holy Spirit unexpectedly shows up. Instead, it results when a believer simply 
asks. God calls each and every believer (not just pastors, not just ultra-spiritual, but each 
of us) to be a minister of the gospel. So many struggle to find the calling of God on their 
lives. Well, the reality is we all have a standard calling on our 
lives—to serve and love others. Our job description as Jesus 
Followers is to live out the 59 one anothers mentioned in the 
New Testament. For example, our job is to love one another, 
serve one another, pray for one another, encourage one another. 
Living out the 59 one anothers is being a minister of the gospel. 
If we’re not involved in ministering to other people then we are 
disobedient to the basics of what Jesus calls us to do.

Here’s the catch. When we step out to serve and love other 
people, fulfilling the 59 one anothers, we have a choice: to step 
out in the power of our skills and talent, or to step out in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. For example, it’s Sunday morning, 
and I’ve volunteered to teach kids ministry class. I may be a 
great teacher. In fact, I might be a teacher at an elementary 
school. I know all the tricks of the trade, how to keep discipline, how to structure the les-
son... all of those things. When it’s 9 am and those kids come into my class, I have one of 
two choices: 

1� To teach that class by my talent and skill I’ve learned from training or education�  
Or��� 

2� Surrender myself, my talent and skills in prayer to the Lord and ask the Holy Spirit to 
baptize my mind, heart, and soul in the fire of His presence to flow through me as a 
conduit of His spiritual gifts of teaching and wisdom to these kids� 

Which choice will change lives? The first or the latter? Obviously latter. The best teachers 
in the world with the most refined skills and human techniques may influence a child, but 
they cannot transform that child’s heart and soul. That heart transformation is only possible 

The best teachers 
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through a work of the Spirit.  
In chapter 12 of Paul's first letter to the church at Corinth, Paul goes into great detail 

about how the church makes up the Body of Christ with the various people in the church 
being the various body parts of the Body. As he lists off various spiritual gifts that result 
from Spirit baptism, he says something really interesting: 

“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it� And God 
has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, 
then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different 
kinds of tongues� Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all 
work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 
interpret? Now eagerly desire the greater gifts�” —1 Corinthians 12:27-31 

Which gifts are the greater ones? Here in chapter 12? It doesn’t say. Now in chapter 14 he 
goes on to say that Prophecy is greater than tongues (unless there is an interpreter) because 
the whole church is edified and encouraged, rather than just the individual. But at that 
point Paul is using their misuse of the gift of tongues an example to correct the Corinthian 
church fascinated and obsessed with tongues rather than obsessed with loving each other. 
They were selfishly concerned with building themselves up rather than building others up. 

So, what are the greater gifts? The best spiritual gift is whatever specific gift the Holy 
Spirit determines is the gift needed at that moment to build up the 
church and spread the Gospel. And what did Paul just say, 

“Eagerly desire the greater gifts�” —1 Corinthians 12:31 

It’s okay to desire being baptized in the Spirit. It’s okay to desire 
spiritual gifts you have yet to experience. Paul encourages us to de-
sire greater gifts and to ask for them—it’s a good thing. As long as 
this yearning for unexperienced gifts is not for ourselves, but instead 
for loving and serving others and the Lord. The goal is not self-grati-
fication, but to overflow in the love of Jesus Christ by being conduits 
of the dunamis power of the Spirit. Make no mistake, that is what 1 

Corinthians chapter 13, the love chapter, is about. 1 Corinthians 13 is not a passage on mari-
tal love between a husband and wife (as it is usually thought of). No, the context of the love 
chapter is spiritual gifts. It describes the unique agape love found in a church functioning 
as conduits of the Holy Spirit. The Greek word agape was a relatively new word adopted by 
the New Testament writers to capture the unique love experienced in the church. Paul was 
writing to the Corinthians that when a church is being built by Jesus through the dunamis 
power of the Holy Spirit, agape love is the result. Since it was a relatively unknown Greek 
Word, Paul defined for them what agape love is like,

The best spiritual 
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 Love is patient, love is kind� It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud� 
It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 
keeps no record of wrongs� Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth� It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres� Love 
never fails�—1 Corinthians 13:4-8a

Back to John chapter 14, when Jesus promised to send the Holy 
Spirit as another Advocate, notice what else He said, 

“Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works 
I have been doing, 

Jesus’ ministry was a non-stop demonstration of all the 
gifts of the Spirit, and He said we will do these works 
He’d been doing.

���and they will do even greater things than these, because I am 
going to the Father� And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son� You may ask me for anything in my name, 
and I will do it�” —John 14:12-14  

Did you hear what Jesus just said? Ask for it. Notice what our 
motive should be when we ask. 

“���so that the Father may be glorified in the Son�”—John 14:13b

This promise is precious. It is a promise that if we ask to be baptized in the Spirit Jesus 
promised he would "do it�" In "His name" means on His behalf, not your own. You ask not 
based upon your own worthiness, but based upon His worthiness, and for His glory. Jesus 
promises us that when we ask in His name He will baptize us in the Holy Spirit. However, 
the gift the Holy Spirit manifests in your life is not left to your choice—it’s the Holy Spirit’s 
decision. 

The Baptism of the Spirit in my own life is powerful. The Holy Spirit has chosen to gift 
me with the spiritual gifts of teaching and leadership. But there have been times when the 
Spirit decided He wanted to give me other spiritual gifts. 

I don’t have the gift of tongues. That’s definitely not a primary spiritual gift the Holy 
Spirit chooses to give me. But I have spoken in tongues twice. Both times by myself simply 
driving down the road and talking with the Lord. In each case, I asked the Lord. Not so that 
I could look spiritual, not so that I could be puffed up, but rather out of a heart of praise 
and worship saying, “Lord, I know tongues isn’t a gift you normally given me, but I desire to 
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experience it if it's from you� Lord would you baptize me in the Spirit so I can speak Your praise 
in a language I don’t understand?" Bam! I start speaking in tongues right there as I drove 
down the road. Significantly, both experiences were immediately confirmed as authentic. 
The first time I stopped at a restaurant and people were sitting at the next table right next to 
me speaking the language I had just been speaking in the car. The second time was a year 
later and it was reaffirmed. I got to a coffee shop, after speaking praises in tongues to the 
Lord, and a group of people at the table behind me were speaking the Eastern European 
language I had just been speaking.  

It’s okay to ask the Lord to immerse you in the Spirit and to desire spiritual gifts you 
have yet to experience. I ask God to baptize me in the Spirit every single week when I sit 
down to study for a message. And then again when I’m in my office on a Sunday morning 
before church. Not to speak in tongues, that’s not a primary gift for me. But rather I pray, 
“God baptize my mind, my heart and my soul� Immerse me in the Spirit of God, in that Fire 
of the Holy Spirit� That I would be a conduit of your Dunamis power with spiritual gifts you 
decided I need to lead this gathering through Your Word� Speak through me so that this mes-
sage and this service are not dependent upon my skills or talent, but rather upon your power�" 
Every week, Jesus is faithful to His promise. I am baptized in the Spirit receiving gifts of 
teaching, prophecy, wisdom, leadership, and knowledge.

This is why I pray 1 Corinthians chapter 2 verse 1 through 5 as I begin to teach each 
Sunday. Just about every week, towards the beginning of a message, I pray a form of this: 

“[that it would not be through ] eloquence or human wisdom as I proclaimed 
to you the testimony about God� For I resolved to know nothing while I was 
with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified� I came to you in weakness with 
great fear and trembling� My message and my preaching are not with wise and 
persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, so that your 
faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power�” —Paraphrased 
form of 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

Between you and me, I can be fairly eloquent. I’ve been well trained in human wisdom. 
I have some skill and talent when it comes to speaking. However, being a dynamic speaker 
won’t transform a heart—because it can’t. Only God’s dunamis power can lead to spiritual 
change. It’s a whole different ballgame when I ask the Lord to baptize me in the Holy Spirit. 
That’s where life transformation occurs, not by my speech, but by the Holy Spirit’s dunamis 
power. 

Why not make it a regular cadence of your time with the Lord to ask God to baptize 
you in the Holy Spirit. On a daily basis, ask Him to baptize your mind, your heart, your soul 
with the gifts He chooses. Pray regularly that He would give you precious spiritual gifts to 
build the Kingdom of God in your home, at your school, at your work, in the community, 
and in the world. Jesus promised if we do so in His name He will do it. 
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Plug in Experience #3—Needed for Ministry—We are Commissioned. 

This final way to plug in, and be baptized in the Spirit, is to be commissioned for a spe-
cific role or ministry. Commissioned simply means given official approval to act in a specific 
position� If you are an officer in the military you are commissioned into a specific rank or 
level of authority. The same is true for ministry. We commission people as pastors, as mis-
sionaries, or even as volunteers in the nursery. We commission people on behalf of the 
Lord, in His name, for people to serve and have official approval to act in that ministry role. 

Paul’s Pastoral epistles include Paul’s two letters to Timothy and 
one letter to Titus. They are addressed not to a church in a particular 
city, but rather to two young men who were functioning in pasto-
ral roles. They are critical training manuals in how to be a pastor. 
In these three letters, written towards the end of his life, Paul pours 
wisdom into the young men on how to be godly pastors and how to 
run a church.

Notice what Paul says to this young pastor Timothy as he shares 
advise on how to be a pastor. 

Command and teach these things� Don’t let anyone look down on you because 
you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in 
love, in faith and in purity� Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading 
of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching� Do not neglect your gift, which was 
given you through prophecy when the body of elders laid their hands on you�” 
—1 Timothy 4:11-14 

How was Timothy baptized in the Spirit to receive the spiritual gift necessary to lead 
this church? It happened at his commissioning. When he was installed into pastor leader-
ship of the church at Ephesus, the elders (the overseers of the church including Paul him-
self) laid their hands on Timothy. Why did they put their hands on him? Because their 
hands placed on Timothy physically represented that they were conduits of the Holy Spirit’s 
dunamis power, authority, and love flowing through them onto Timothy’s life. And at that 
moment, with the elders acting as conduits of the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit gave the el-
ders the spiritual gift of prophecy which declared Timothy’s spiritual gift. He was baptized 
in the Spirit. In his commissioning, Timothy received a primary spiritual gift he needed to 
effectively build up that church and spread the gospel.  

Paul reminds Timothy of this commissioning again in his second training letter to Tim-
othy when he wrote, 

For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you 
through the laying on of my hands� For the Spirit God gave us does not make 
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us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline� —2 Timothy 1:6-7 

Again, how was Timothy baptized in the Spirit receiving the spiritual gift necessary to 
lead the church at Ephesus? He was commissioned. The elders of Ephesus laid their hands 
on him authorizing him to act in a specific role.

We see this pattern early on in the Church. The Apostles faced the problem of the 
Church failing to take care of Hellenistic widows. To solve this challenge they choose seven 
servants to intentionally care for the Hellenistic widows. Note how these seven men were 
commissioned: 

This proposal pleased the whole group� They chose Stephen, a man full of faith 
and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and 
Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism� They presented these men to the 
apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them� 

They laid their hands on the seven, commissioning them into the 
role of taking care of the widows. And just look at the results...

So the word of God spread� The number of disciples in Jerusalem in-
creased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith�  
—Acts 6:5-7 

They chose a group of seven men to take care of widows and the result was an erup-
tion of the gospel? How does that happen? Not because these seven men were talented and 
skilled at caring for widows—no way. That could explain efficiently organizing food service 
for the elderly, but that doesn’t explain how food service organization led to an explosion of 
the gospel to the point Jewish priests became Jesus Followers. Rather, such results were only 
possible because it was a work of the Holy Spirit. The seven functioned with spiritual gifts, 
thus freeing up the eleven apostles to function in their spiritual gifts causing an eruption of 
the gospel.  

Off the record, laying our hands to commission people for ministry is a lost art. Most 
churches are so desperate for volunteers they just take volunteers in and give them a class-
room or a small group without any commissioning. Well, my church is just as guilty as any 
other church. However, that is one of the primary reasons we’ve developed this book. My 
desire as a pastor, commissioned by the elders of this church and by Pastor Ron Smith, 
who retired and handed the baton of leading CalvaryMac to me, is to recapture the model 
of commissioning believers for ministry. The elders laid their hands on me in front of the 
congregation commissioning me as the Lead Pastor. 

What if churches built a culture of commissioning where it became the natural cadence 
to commission, not just pastors, but volunteers for ministries. As a pastor, my prayer is 
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that as believers go through this book, clarify talents, passions, and begin to learn about 
spiritual gifts that this will all culminate with a time of commission volunteers� An inten-
tional time in which leaders pray over people launching into ministry teams throughout 
the church. Why should churches not follow the model Paul used in commissioning Timo-
thy and Titus?   

Processing Questions
These questions are designed for small group discussions� However, if 
you're reading this book on your own, grab a pen and use these ques-
tions to processes individually� 

1. Share times you experienced what seemed to be human talent building a ministry 
or church? Share times you experienced what seemed to be a work of the Spirit. 

2. Imagine what it was like to be there, in the room, at Pentecost when the Holy Spirit 
came upon the believers. What do you think it was like to experience the violent 
wind���from heaven, what did it actually look like to see tongues of fire that separated 
and came to rest on each of them? Why do you believe the Holy Spirit baptized the 
believers in that room in such dramatic fashion? 

3. Explain why you agree or disagree with this statement: "Most Christians live their 
whole lives without being baptized in the Holy Spirit because they never ask�" 

4. How would you personally respond if you were given the opportunity to be com-
missioned into a specific ministry role by elders?  
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5� If you are studying this book in a small group pause right now before moving on to the 
next chapter� For each Jesus Follower who is willing and desires to be baptized in the 
Spirit, have them sit on a chair� The rest of the group should encircle each person, lay 
their hands on the head and shoulder of each person and pray over them to be baptized 
in the Spirit with the spiritual gifts the Holy Spirit chooses to give them�  
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Part 2 
The Calling Equation

DRAFT COPY / YOU WILL FIND EDITING MISTAKES.



— 48 —



— 49 —

5
What is the Purpose of Talent?

In the last section, I shared that my believe the number one barrier to people experi-
encing the baptism of the Holy Spirit is pure, natural talent. Enormous churches have 

been created by really skilled staffs. But the success of those ministries may have very little 
to do with the power of God, because the Holy Spirit isn’t needed when there’s a team of 
talented human beings. 

Then we learned the three primary ways the Bible teaches to be baptized in the Spir-
it. First, those times when God just shows up—when it’s completely unexpected. Second, 
those times we just desire it, and we ask God in prayer to baptize us in the fire of the Holy 
Spirit. Finally, when we are commissioned for a specific ministry. 

But as we talk about Spiritual power and spiritual gifts, you might be wondering about 
the elephant in the room: what about skills and talents? Are talents bad? Are skills evil? Are 
we not to use talent we are born with at church? If it’s the Lord’s job to build the church, 
then is there no place for my natural abilities?  

Talent is a Gift From God
Your natural aptitudes are a wonder created by God. He wired you with them before 

you were born. Look at what David wrote about how God wired him together: 

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb� I 
praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are won-
derful, I know that full well� My frame was not hidden from you when I was 
made in the secret place, when I was woven together in the depths of the earth� 
Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in 
your book before one of them came to be� —Psalm 139:13-6 
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Most of us have probably seen a child virtuoso, a young prodigy, with inexplicable tal-
ent. One such child is Akim Camara. Akim was born on 26 September 2000 in Berlin, 
Germany. At the age of two, he began playing violin and immediately began displaying in-
credible talent. By the age of two-and-a-half, he was accepted into the Marzahn-Hellersdorf 
School of Music where he honed his natural ability through musical training of violin by 
coach Birgit Thiele.6 Akim has gone on to wow audiences across Europe with his spectacu-
lar skills and musical intelligence. Today he is globally known as one of the world’s greatest 
child prodigies. He has performed in some of the world’s most prestigious venues, including 
Radio City Music Hall in New York City.7  

I have no idea if Akim is a follower of Christ or not. Regardless, if Akim were invited to 
play the violin in a church, what would people be saying? Imagine he performed on stage, 
for a church service, on a Sunday morning. People would be would likely be mistakenly say-
ing that he has a “gift” of playing violin on par with a "spiritual gift" for playing music. Nope, 
this kid is just, fat, talented. Likely He's not even a Jesus follower, yet, so it would be impos-
sible for him to have a spiritual gift. Instead, he was just fearfully and wonderful made, knit 
together in his mother’s womb with a natural inclination, an innate genius to play the violin. 

Do you know who else had a natural aptitude for music? King David was talented musi-
cally too. And from David’s story we are going to see just how powerful a natural skill can 
be, and how that skill can be transformed by the Holy Spirit into a spiritual gift.  

We pick up the story when David is just a young man, still watching sheep in his father’s 
fields in 1 Samuel chapter 16. 

Now the Spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from 
the LORD tormented him� —1 Samuel 16:14 

First, observe as we talk about a natural ability, it's still within the 
context of the spirit world. This is because the unseen 
reality is the context in which we all live and practice 
our earthly skills and talents. We are surrounded by a 
very real spiritual war. 

Saul’s attendants said to him, “See, an evil spirit from God is 
tormenting you� Let our lord command his servants here to 
search for someone who can play the lyre� He will play when 
the evil spirit from God comes on you, and you will feel bet-
ter�”—1 Samuel 16:15-16 

Notice Saul’s attendants aren’t looking for a spiritual ability, or some sort of spiritual gift. 
They’re simply hoping to find talent—a skilled musician who can play mood music to relax 
their king. 
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So Saul said to his attendants, “Find someone who plays well and bring him 
to me�” One of the servants answered, “I have seen a son of Jesse of Bethlehem 
who knows how to play the lyre� —1 Samuel 16:17-18 

Jewish Lyre, or what was called a Kinnor, is kind of a harp/lute hybrid and even today is 
considered the national instrument of the Jewish people. This is primarily due, in no small 
part, to the famous talent of King David. But David didn’t just pick up this instrument and 
play it by the power of the Holy Spirit. It was a skill he had to learn. This craft  was honed 
sitting in fields passing time while watching sheep for his father. Obviously, David had a 
natural aptitude for playing music. But he sharpened that skill and practiced over many 
years until this moment he was brought before the king to sooth him with mood music at 
the suggestion of king Saul’s attendants.  

This brings us to a key discussion, when it comes to the working of the Holy Spirit and 
spiritual gifts, on the distinctions between natural talents and spiritual gifts. 

The Difference Between Natural Talents and Spiritual Gifts

Distinction #1—Everyone is born with talents while only Jesus Followers can receive 
spiritual gifts. 

Every person in human history has been born with a set of unique talents. However, 
spiritual gifts are only given to followers of Jesus Christ. As such, being a temple of the Holy 
Spirit is a prerequisite of receiving spiritual gifts. Thus, non-believers cannot have spiritual 
gifts.

Distinction #2—Talents are inherited through genetics while spiritual gifts are received 
regardless of genetic makeup. 

It's basic genetics. If a child is born into a family that has a talent for something it is 
highly likely that child can acquire and develop that same talent. For example, a woman 
inherits her father's artistic talent and that is why she is a great painter. Or a man inherits 
his mother’s talent in writing and communication. These are natural talents that are passed 
down from generation to generation in the family. In contrast, spiritual gifts are not inher-
ited through DNA, but instead acquired only by those who receive Jesus as their Lord. The 
spiritual gifts a believer receives from the Spirit may have nothing to do with the spiritual 
gifts of other Jesus Followers in their family. A person with the spiritual gift of teaching may 
be the first great public speaker in the history of his or her family.

Distinction #3—People are born with talent from the womb while spiritual gifts are 
received when someone is baptized in the Spirit. 



— 52 —

Remember back to our study of prepositions. The disciples all possessed talents they’d 
been born with when Jesus told the disciples the Holy Spirit was with them. Then, after the 
resurrection, Jesus breathed on them and they received the Spirit so that the Holy Spirit 
was in them. Now, each was the temple of the Holy Spirit and still possessed those natural 
born talents. But in the book of Acts, they were baptized in the Spirit at Pentecost and the 
Holy Spirit came on them. This moment was the first time any of them had received and 
functioned with a spiritual gift given by the Holy Spirit. 

Distinction #4—Talents are practiced and calculable while spiritual gifts are matured 
and unexpected. 

Through discipline and practice, natural talent can be developed while a spiritual gift is 
not affected by training. Talents are calculable in that the more a person works on a skill the 
more proficient they will get at that ability. Conversely, a spiritual gift is surprising in that 
the person is already good at it, right away, even if he or she has never trained for it because 
it is the Spirit working through them and the action is not dependent upon the human's 
skill. Spiritual gifts are not developed, but rather matured as we...  

���face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith pro-
duces perseverance� Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature 

and complete, not lacking anything� — James 1:2-4 

People who mature in their spiritual gifts are those who have learned 
to surrender every ounce of self in the use of their spiritual gifts. Con-
trast this type of humility to the church at Corinth to whom Paul 
wrote his first letter rebuking their use of spiritual gifts. While they 
were baptized in the Spirit and they had received gifts of the Spirit, 
they were misappropriating those gifts in immature, self-glorifying 
ways. A believer properly using spiritual gifts in maturity has zero 
pretension or self-glorification, but only leverages those gifts to build 
up others. 

And related to this maturing of our Spiritual gifts, is the next...

Distinction #5—Talents are useful for common issues, while Spiritual Gifts are neces-
sary for the extraordinary. 

When it comes to the every day issues like putting a budget together for a ministry, tal-
ent and skill are all you need. It's a good thing to leverage the experiential skills of people 
with aptitudes for finances in a church. However, when you are facing a financial crisis as a 
ministry or trying to balance demands of where to invest limited resources for the eternal 
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impact, you better rely upon people with the spiritual gifts of administration, discernment, 
and wisdom. If you are trying to draw a massive crowd on a Sunday morning to your 
church, then talented musicians and singers are really helpful and useful. However, if your 
goal is to draw people into the very throne room of God, to pray in one voice before Yahweh 
Elohim, and hear the voice of His Spirit speaking to the hearts of the congregation, then you 
better have some people functioning with the spiritual gifts. That’s the difference between 
an incredible, professional-caliber, worship band leading people into a emotional environ-
ment versus actually encountering the very presence of God. 

Distinction #6—Talents naturally build ourselves up and glorify us, while spiritual gifts 
naturally build the church up and glorify the Lord. 

Talents are most naturally used for personal achievements, reputation, and worldly suc-
cess. By nature they are not as useful for building up others. Talents tend to draw attention 
to us as people and cause people to appreciate and praise us. Think of the baseball star on 
the field, a valedictorian giving a speech, a track star, or someone on America's Got Talent. 
Talents lead to people attributing a higher value to us as people which 
leads to higher prestige and achievement.

But spiritual gifts are given by the Holy Spirit for the purpose of 
glorifying God alone. Thus, the natural consequence for spiritual gifts 
is to build up other people and glorify the Lord. That is not to say 
we can’t abuse spiritual gifts, misappropriate their use, and corrupt 
their purpose by bringing ourselves glory and honor. Just read the 
first letter Paul wrote to the Corinthian church. Paul rebuked them for 
embezzling spiritual gifts for personal gain and reputation. How did 
they get it so wrong? Because instead of recognizing the purpose and 
power of spiritual gifts, they were obsessed with signs and wonders.  

Now, the final distinction is one almost no one teaches, but I believe is the most critical 
when it comes to discovering the ministries in which we should serve.  

Distinction #7—Talents reveal where we should serve, while spiritual gifts determine 
our effectiveness. 

You have probably not heard another pastor say this, but I believe it’s 100% true. The 
most important factors in choosing what ministries to serve in are your personal talents 
and passions, not your spiritual gifts. We will be talking about passions in the next chapter, 
but spiritual gifts are not where to start discovering where to serve. Why do I say this? Be-
cause when considering ministries, opportunities, and areas to serve, it doesn’t matter what 
your spiritual gift is because every organization, ministry department, and area needs the 
full spectrum of spiritual gifts to thrive. In other words, every ministry area in a church, or 
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in the community, needs every spiritual gift functioning to be most affective. 
Here’s what I mean: if someone has the spiritual gift of teaching, most often they’re 

plugged into a ministry like kids' ministry. Why? Because, of course, kids' ministries always 
needs more teachers. But that person may have zero talent with little ones. They may have 

zero passion for children. Children's ministries don't merely 
need people with the gift of teaching. They need people with the 
spiritual gifts of leadership, faith, mercy, or encouragement just 
as much as they need people with the gift of teaching. When we 
start with spiritual gifts as the determining factor as to where 
people should be positioned to serve then we end up silo-ing the 
same spiritual gifts together in isolated areas rather than spread-
ing out all the gifts of the Spirit into all the various areas of min-
istry in the church.  

Back to the life of David in 1 Samuel: 

One of the servants answered, “I have seen a son of Jesse of 
Bethlehem who knows how to play the lyre� He is a brave man and a warrior� He 
speaks well and is a fine-looking man� And Yahweh is with him�” Then Saul sent 
messengers to Jesse and said, “Send me your son David, who is with the sheep�”  
—1 Samuel 16:18-19 

I want you to notice something here: it wasn’t a spiritual gift, but rather, David’s musical 
talent that got him into the right place for ministry. He was skilled at playing the lyre, so, 
that is where it was natural for him to serve. Don’t forget  we’ve learned natural born talent 
is from God too. God knit David together in his mother’s womb with the natural ability to 
play and compose music. 

This book follows the same model. We’re going to start with your God-given talents. 
Natural talents and spiritual gifts are equally God-given. The former being knit into us 
in the water of the womb and the latter being imparted to us when we are baptized in the 

fire of the Holy Spirit. The implication is that both are blessings 
that our Lord God designed in us. God is our Creator and it is 
through Him that we receive different abilities. 

While talents are most naturally used for personal achieve-
ments, reputation and success it doesn't have to be that way. In-
stead, they too can be surrendered and leveraged to lead people 
to Jesus and glorify God alone.  

So, start there. What are you naturally good at? What skills 
have you worked to develop? Some people immediately know 

what they're good at because his or her talent has been tried and proven. But some peo-
ple are still searching. Still others might have some completely untapped hidden talents or 
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skills. Others are unaware that something that comes easy to them, 
and they don’t even think about, is actually a powerful talent. That’s 
why the talent inventory is such a critical part of the Wired Assess-
ment. 

The Calling Equation
Talent is the first data point in what we will call the Calling Equation. A calling is 

the task, ministry in which God has wired you to serve. So, the Calling Equation is 
a pretty simple concept that helps lead Jesus Followers to what God is calling them to.  
Spiritual gifts do not lead to your calling. Instead, here’s the math. 

(Talent + Passions) x SSV (Still Small Voice of the Holy Spirit) = Your Calling

So talent is the beginning of the equation. God wired these natural abilities right into you. 
That means now you have homework. If you have yet to complete the entire Wired Assess-
ment online (at CalvaryMac.com/wired), then take time to take at least the Wired Talent In-
ventory beginning on page 57 before the next chapter. When you do, or if you already have 
completed the whole Wired Assessment, then continue to the next chapter where we’ll look 
at the second half of the equation—your passions, and why they too are key to discovering 
your calling.  

Processing Questions
These questions are designed for small group discussions� However, if you're reading this book 
on your own, grab a pen and use these questions to processes individually� 

1. Share two or three talents you were born with. Why are people so fascinated by 
child prodigies? 

2. Review the list of differences between talents and spiritual gifts. Share which dis-
tinctions you believe are  most important and why. If you were going to summarize 
the distinctions in one sentence, how would you do so?  

3. Describe how you have you seen the distinctions between talent and spiritual gifts 
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blurred in the church. 

4. How is talent a more relevant indicator than spiritual gifts in discovering where God 
is calling a believer to serve? 

5. This book defines a calling as the task, ministry or role in which God has wired you to 
serve. How does this definition relate to the illustration of an electrical power cord 
plugging into a power source? 
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WIRED ASSESSMENT #1 - TALENT INVENTORY
NOTE: An online version of this assessment is available at calvarymac.com/wired.
People tend to outwardly downplay the idea that they have talents. But God has given 

everyone natural abilities. This section is designed to clarify the abilities God has wired 
in you, and you have developed. Talents are the skills, mental strengths, and abilities that 
come naturally to you and may have given you a competitive advantage over others in 
sports, work, school, the arts, or in any other area in life.

Directions

1. Turn to the next page respond to each statement on Wired Talent Assessment. 

2. For each of the talent/skills, circle the number that corresponds with the response 
that most closely matches how you perceive yourself. Use the following scale:

• 3 = ALWAYS! This is me-all the time. 

• 2 = MOSTLY, This is me-most of the time. 

• 1 = SOMETIMES, This is me-some times. 

• 0 = NEVER, this is not me ever. 

3. After responding to each question, turn to the scoring grid on page 64 to analyze 
your results by adding up each column for a total for each letter.

For Best Results 

1. Keep in mind: there are no right or wrong answers. 

2. Be honest, and don't feel like you're bragging. This is a chance to identify what 
you're good at.

3. Don't answer according to what you'd like to be, but what you are or have experi-
enced. 
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0 = NEVER   1 = SOMETIMES   2 = MOSTLY   3 = ALWAYS!

1. 0   1   2   3  - I’m often chosen as the spokesperson for a group. 

2. 0   1   2   3  - I can use programs such as Illustrator, Photoshop, InDesign, etc… 

3. 0   1   2   3  - I know when a sound mix is not balanced and how to fix it. 

4. 0   1   2   3  - I’m always watching for unconnected people off by themselves and   
              take action to make them feel loved and cared for. 

5. 0   1   2   3  - I can play an instrument or multiple instruments.  

6. 0   1   2   3  - My voice is an instrument. 

7. 0   1   2   3  - Growing up I always seemed to be the “star” of the play.  

8. 0   1   2   3  - The kitchen is my studio, and food is my art.  

9. 0   1   2   3  - I express my best thoughts through written words. 

10. 0   1   2   3  - I am always finding spelling and grammatical errors in other people’s  
            writing. 

11. 0   1   2   3  - Spread sheets are my love language. 

12. 0   1   2   3  - I can lead a group of people through a discussion to process ideas,  
            concepts, or information. 

13. 0   1   2   3  - I enjoy working behind the scenes to make sure everything gets  
           done. 

14. 0   1   2   3  - I understand the “rule of thirds” and how to properly frame photos. 

15. 0   1   2   3  - I was always a star in sports. 

16. 0   1   2   3  - I can coordinate people, budgets, and resources to meet a need.

17. 0   1   2   3  - I intentionally pray over people’s prayer requests when they come to   
            my attention. 

18. 0   1   2   3  - I love mobilizing groups of people to get better together. 

19. 0   1   2   3  - I enjoy watching over those who are most vulnerable to keep them  
             safe. 

20. 0   1   2   3  - I view my home as a place to minister through hospitality to people  
             by making them feel loved and cared for. 
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0 = NEVER   1 = SOMETIMES   2 = MOSTLY   3 = ALWAYS!

21. 0   1   2   3  - I am good at using lighting conditions or artificial lights to properly  
              light and compose a video shot.

22. 0   1   2   3  - I can build anything out of wood, paints, metal, or any other  
            material put in front of me.

23. 0   1   2   3  - I can take a canvas and paint, or paper and pencil, and create some  
               thing beautiful. 

24. 0   1   2   3  - I have a gift surveying a room and envisioning the best way to  
            transform a space through design. 

25. 0   1   2   3  - People say I live on social media. 

26. 0   1   2   3  - I have the ability to communicate ideas and concepts with clarity  
             and convictions. 

27. 0   1   2   3  - I have built websites that effectively engage users. 

28. 0   1   2   3  - I enjoy editing videos using software like FCPX, iMovie, Premier,  
            DaVinci, etc…) 

29. 0   1   2   3  - I enjoy cleaning and scrubbing to make sure everything is “squeaky  
             clean.” 

30. 0   1   2   3  - I prefer one-on-one settings in which I can challenge people to out   
              of their comfort zone.  

31. 0   1   2   3  - Kids light up when they see me. 

32. 0   1   2   3  - I love praying over people who are sick or injured, and helping them   
              to know they are not alone. 

33. 0   1   2   3  - I am a good listener and people tend to pour their heart out to me. 

34. 0   1   2   3  - I can speak more than one language. 

35. 0   1   2   3  - I am great at working with money. 

36. 0   1   2   3  - I am handy with maintaining or fixing HVAC, plumbing, electrical,   
              construction, etc…

37. 0   1   2   3  - I can do framing, roofing, masonry, sheetrock, and any other  
            building skills you can throw at me. 
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0 = NEVER   1 = SOMETIMES   2 = MOSTLY   3 = ALWAYS!

38. 0   1   2   3  - When I speak, people seem to naturally stop and listen regardless of    
                      the size of the group. 

39. 0   1   2   3  - I enjoy building branding, making flyers/posters, or slide  
            presentations that clearly communicate ideas.  

40. 0   1   2   3  - When listening to music I can understand how it is mixed, EQ’ed,        
             and hear effects the producer has used.  

41. 0   1   2   3  - I enjoy meeting new people and helping them feel welcome.

42. 0   1   2   3  - My guitar/piano/keyboard/drums/violin, etc… is a tool in my hand. 

43. 0   1   2   3  - People have commented at how good my singing voice is.  

44. 0   1   2   3  - I am good at acting, dancing, or being on stage. 

45. 0   1   2   3  - I see my baking or cooking as a way to express love and concern for    
            people.  

46. 0   1   2   3  - I am able to communicate more clearly through writing words down   
              than by verbalizing them.

47. 0   1   2   3  - I have an eye for detail in finding mistakes in written word. 

48. 0   1   2   3  - I love labels and color coding things. 

49. 0   1   2   3  - I can draw people out in a group who have not yet shared their `     
            opinion. 

50. 0   1   2   3  - I am reliable and do the jobs no one else is willing to do. 

51. 0   1   2   3  - I am good at leveraging shutter speed, ISO, and aperture to create     
                stunning images. 

52. 0   1   2   3  - I jump onto the court, field, or pitch any time I get the chance.  

53. 0   1   2   3  - I am good at clarifying goals and developing strategies to accomplish  
             those goals. 

54. 0   1   2   3  - Prayer comes naturally to me. I would consider myself a prayer  
            warrior. 

55. 0   1   2   3  - I thrive at getting people to do what they don’t naturally enjoy to  
            accomplish goals they’ve always desired. 

56. 0   1   2   3  - If someone is up to no good they have to get though me to get to  
            other people with the intention of hurting them. 
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0 = NEVER   1 = SOMETIMES   2 = MOSTLY   3 = ALWAYS!

57. 0   1   2   3  - People regularly comment at how warm and inviting my home is. 

58. 0   1   2   3  - I understand the “rule of thirds,” white balance, and how to properly   
                        frame videos.

59. 0   1   2   3  - I can take raw materials and creatively shape them into something  
            beautiful and/or practical. 

60. 0   1   2   3  - I can leverage skills such as perspective, shading, and just the right  
             medium in my art. 

61. 0   1   2   3  - I have a knack for color and how to build color palettes for use in  
            any space or room. I have a strong grasp of how colors work  
            together and what emotions they pull.

62. 0   1   2   3  - Posting to social media is a regular rhythm of my day. 

63. 0   1   2   3  - When I teach a subject people remark that they’ve never thought of  
            it that way before. 

64. 0   1   2   3  - I enjoy updating websites with relevant fresh content. 

65. 0   1   2   3  - When there is a family project to edit a video, or create a sideshow, I   
             am usually the one who ends up doing it. 

66. 0   1   2   3  - When I clean I find things that were missed by others, and take  
            action to make it right. 

67. 0   1   2   3  - I can give people constructive feedback in a non-threatening, loving  
            way that encourages growth.  

68. 0   1   2   3  - I know children are loud, dirty, and chaotic, but I am energized   
            around them. 

69. 0   1   2   3  - When people are isolated in a hospital room, or medical facility, I  
             want them to know they are loved and cared for. 

70. 0   1   2   3  - I am good at empathizing with people as they go through struggles. 

71. 0   1   2   3  - I enjoy learning new languages. 

72. 0   1   2   3  - Creating, organizing, and managing budgets has always come natu-   
             rally to me. 

73. 0   1   2   3  - I am good at perform preventive maintenance and services on  
            equipment, systems, and vehicles. 
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0 = NEVER   1 = SOMETIMES   2 = MOSTLY   3 = ALWAYS!

74. 0   1   2   3  - I can do any building right, plumb, and to code. 

75. 0   1   2   3  - I have the ability to take charge of just about any situation..  

76. 0   1   2   3  - I see a computer as an artistic tool to create anything my mind  
           and creativity can conceive.   

77. 0   1   2   3  - I know how my home theater is all wired up and I find great joy  
            in getting the most epic sound and video out of it. 

78. 0   1   2   3  - For me, the greatest joy I experience at church are during times  
            of interaction and social relationships. 

79. 0   1   2   3  - My family and/or friends enjoy when I play a musical instrument. 

80. 0   1   2   3  - I have good pitch when I sing.  

81. 0   1   2   3  - I am a good storyteller. 

82. 0   1   2   3  - There is no problem so big that one of my homemade cookies can’t     
            help. 

83. 0   1   2   3  - I have written or attempted to write a book, novel, or a blog. 

84. 0   1   2   3  - I am a good proofreader  

85. 0   1   2   3  - When I see clutter I jump into action to bring order out of the chaos.

86. 0   1   2   3  - I ask good questions that draw out what people are thinking. 

87. 0   1   2   3  - I take responsibility to make sure jobs get done before anyone asks. 

88. 0   1   2   3  - I am good at using editing programs to correct, color grade, and  
           finish photos I’ve taken.

89. 0   1   2   3  - My best relationships have always come through sports and teams.  

90. 0   1   2   3  - I am good at anticipating potential problems and developing  
           strategies to overcome. 

91. 0   1   2   3  - When I pray I pray confidently knowing God works through prayer.  

92. 0   1   2   3  - I regularly encourage, reassure and strengthen people who are  
            discouraged to keep going and move forward. 

93. 0   1   2   3  - When other people run from physical danger, I run into it to  
            make sure everyone is safe. 
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0 = NEVER   1 = SOMETIMES   2 = MOSTLY   3 = ALWAYS!

94. 0   1   2   3  - We set up our home with the intention of being able to handle  
            gatherings of people.  

95. 0   1   2   3  - I am good a capturing "b-roll" for videos.    

96. 0   1   2   3  - People have shared how impressed they are by what I have created   
            with my own hands using tangible materials. 

97. 0   1   2   3  - I communicate my heart and passion through art.

98. 0   1   2   3  - I have a solid understanding of interior design styles, from French or  
            Mediterranean to Industrial or American Farmhouse, I know how to  
             set the mood of a room.

99. 0   1   2   3  - I find great joy when something I post receives an extraordinary   
            amount of likes or thumbs up. 

100. 0   1   2   3  - I can prepare effective curricula to communicate what I’ve learned  
             on a subject.

101. 0   1   2   3  - I understand to optimize websites for search engines.

102. 0   1   2   3  - I enjoy watching people’s reaction to videos I’ve created. 

103. 0   1   2   3  - I can’t stand a dirty house and enjoy doing what it takes to create a   
             spotless environment.  

104. 0   1   2   3  - Through years of trials, mistakes, and victories the Lord has shape   
            me into a mature follower of Jesus. I desire to pass that wisdom on  
             to others in a one-on-one setting. 

105. 0   1   2   3  - I have have been a sought after baby-sitter. 

106. 0   1   2   3  - I believe one of the most important things I can do to reflect Jesus is    
             to visit those who are sick and weak.  

107. 0   1   2   3  - People regularly seek my advice about personal matters.

108. 0   1   2   3  - For some reason I can pick foreign languages relatively easily. 

109. 0   1   2   3  - I understand financial concepts and have successfully implemented   
             them. 

110. 0   1   2   3  - I can take apart engines and put it back together.  

111. 0   1   2   3  - I can lift heavy objects, stand or move for hours at a time, and  
           operate complex machinery to build just about anything.
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6
What is the Purpose of Passions?
In the last chapter on talent we looked to the life of King David when he was still a 

young man shepherding sheep for his father. 

Then Saul sent messengers to Jesse and said, “Send me your son David, who is 
with the sheep� ” So Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread, a skin of wine and 
a young goat and sent them with his son David to Saul� David came to Saul 
and entered his service�” —1 Samuel 16:19-21a 

Thus, David’s talent led him to the right place of ministry. Serving in Saul's court was a 
good fit for his musical talent in which he was able to use his personal strengths in music 
to minster to the king. But look at what happens: 

David came to Saul and entered his service� 
Saul liked him very much, and David be-
came one of his armor-bearers� Then Saul 
sent word to Jesse, saying, “Allow David to 
remain in my service, for I am pleased with 
him� Whenever the spirit from God came on 
Saul, David would take up his lyre and play� 
Then relief would come to Saul; he would 
feel better, and the evil spirit would leave 
him�” —1 Samuel 16:21-23 

What just happened? Obviously, something su-
pernatural took place. At this point the Holy Spirit 

Was the evil spirit from God?
1 Samuel 16:14 speaks of an evil 
spirit "from God" that came 
upon Saul. This means that God 
removed the Holy Spirit from 
Saul and allowed an evil spirit to 
torment him. Likely, Satan had 
always wanted to attack Saul; 
God was now simply giving him 
permission to do so. The spirit 
was “from” the Lord in that it 
was allowed by God to harass 
Saul.

DRAFT COPY / YOU WILL FIND EDITING MISTAKES.
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had left King Saul, and by David has been anointed the next king of Israel by the prophet 
Samuel. Hence, even as a young man; David now had the Holy Spirit with him. As David 
served with his natural born talent, he simply played the lyre in King Saul’s presence, but a 
demon was present in Saul. Thus, it was a spiritual war. In a spiritual war human musical 
talent is not enough. The Holy Spirit took David’s natural musical skill and used that talent 
as a conduit of His power to subdue the demon in Saul. It wasn’t the music, it wasn’t David 
ability. Instead, David and his musical talent were the vehicle through which the Holy Spirit 
accomplished His purpose. Can you see why natural born talent is so important? 

When you finish the Wired Assessment and review your results, my hope and prayer is 
that you’ll learn something about yourself and how the Lord has wired you with natural 
talent that He can use as a conduit of His power, authority and love. But, talent is just the 
beginning—next up are passions. 

Passions Grab Your Heart
Passions are all about what grabs your heart. They energize you and motivate you to 

get involved and right a wrong. To learn about why passions are so important let’s go to the 
King of Passion, Jesus Christ, to discover what He was passionate about. What motivates 
Him? What grabs His heart? To find the answer we go to the book of Hebrews chapter 12. 

The writer of the book of Hebrews just finished chapter 11 which is called The Hall of 
Faith. The Hall of Faith is a list of 17 passionate followers of God who lived their lives as 
conduits of God’s power, authority and love to the culture around them. All of these “heroes 
of faith” in the Hall of Faith should be an inspiration. Yet, the next chapter, chapter 12, pro-
vides the ultimate example of a passionate hero of faith as it says, 

���fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith� For the joy set 
before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God�—Hebrews 12:2 

Did you catch, here, what Jesus' passion was? What drove him? What grabbed His heart? 
What motivated and energized him to right a wrong? It's you! You are His passion. You are 
“the joy set before” Him that energized and motivated Him to endure the cross. 

In chapter 2, in our discussion of the emotion of the person of the Holy Spirit, we  caught 
a glimpse of Jesus’ passion in John chapter 11:35 which is the shortest verse in Scripture, 
simply reading: 

Jesus wept�—John 11:35 

Why did Jesus weep? Have you ever really considered this? I mean, His friend Lazarus 
had died, but Jesus knew He was about to perform a miracle and raise him from the dead. 
So, why did He weep? Wouldn’t you expect him to say, “Guys, stop crying� There’s no need to 
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cry� I’ll take care of it and raise him from the dead!” Nope, that’s not what happened. Despite 
knowing He was about to raise Lazarus from the dead He still wept—Why? John provides 
the answer as to why Jesus wept in verse 33. 

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also 
weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled�—John 11:33 

Jesus didn’t weep because He was sad his friend Lazarus had died. 
He wept because of how much Lazarus’ death affected those who loved 
Lazarus. Jesus was confronted with the pain and reality of death. He 
was confronted with His very purpose—the “joy set before him” of end-
ing death once and for all. For that “joy set before him he endured the 
cross, scorning its shame” defined His purpose. Saving people doomed to death was Jesus’ 
passion. 

So that is Jesus’ passion—transforming lives, saving human beings from death—that’s 
what grabs His heart. I want you to notice something. His passion led Jesus to His ministry, 
and by the leading of the Father through the power of Spirit, He accomplish that ministry. 
But His passion? That is what led Him there. 

Passion Leads to Calling
Talent isn’t the only key to lead us to the right ministry fit or calling; our passion does 

too. Passion is made up of those causes that grab us and energize us, wrongs that we want 
to right, needs we want meet, problems we want to solve, or lives we want to change. 

Nehemiah was an amazing leader. He was talented and skilled to the point that, despite 
being a Jew, was placed in a high position in the Persian court. He was selected to the ulti-
mate position of trust—being cupbearer to King Artaxerxes. 

A few years ago I had the privilege of visiting the British Museum in London. For me, 
the highlight of the museum was an ancient silver wine cup (actually the size of a large 
bowl) that belonged to King Artaxerxes of Persia. The implication being that there is a 
high likelihood the silver wine cup on display is a vessel from which Nehemiah actually 
tasted wine, to make sure it hadn’t been poisoned, before giving it to the King Artaxerxes. 
Nehemiah was in this influential position because of his integrity, character, and honorable 
natural skills. But his passion changed everything. 

Nehemiah gets a report of what was happening back in his home land, back in the land 
of promise from which his people had been exiled. The report, and the calamitous circum-
stances in Jerusalem, grabbed his heart. 

In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while I was in the citadel of Susa, 
Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah with some other men, and I 
questioned them about the Jewish remnant that had survived the exile, and 

Saving people 
doomed to death 
was Jesus’ passion
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also about Jerusalem� They said to me, “Those who survived the exile and are 
back in the province are in great trouble and disgrace� The wall of Jerusalem 
is broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire�” When I heard these 

things, I sat down and wept� —Nehemiah 1:1b-4a 

Immediately, Nehemiah’s weeping and tears bear witness to 
his passion—just like when Jesus wept. Nehemiah had a burning 
burden in his heart to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. Question: 
who put that passion on his heart? It was God. 

Understand that as followers of Jesus Christ passion takes on 
an entirely new purpose and capacity. Remember, we are the tem-
ple of the Holy Spirit—the Holy Spirit is enthroned on our hearts. 

This leads to a significant ramification—our passions can reflect the influence of God on 
our hearts and minds. The Holy Spirit burns those heart grabbing passions in us and will 
use those passions to lead us to where He desires us to minister with spiritual gifts. 

That’s what happened to Nehemiah, in chapter 2. He was in the right place because of 
his natural talent, abilities, and character so that when the King Artaxerxes asked him why 
he was so downhearted he responded by sharing his passion. 

���so the king asked me, “Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? 
This can be nothing but sadness of heart�” I was very much afraid, but I said 
to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should my face not look sad when 
the city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been 
destroyed by fire?” —Nehemiah 2:2-3

God showed up when talent, passion, and need came together in Nehemiah's life. The 
Spirit moved so that Nehemiah became a conduit of God’s power, authority and love. With 
the Holy Spirit on His life he shared his passion with the king who authorized him to go and 
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. As the cherry on top, this foreign king sent a king’s escort of 
a cavalry to guard the mission! 

Notice what Nehemiah subtly shared about the source of his passion for this project, 

I went to Jerusalem, and after staying there three days I set out during the night 
with a few others� I had not told anyone what my God had put in my heart to 
do for Jerusalem�” —Nehemiah 2:11 

Nehemiah knew it! Who put this passion on his heart? God put it on his heart. His obses-
sion wasn't a self-inspired endeavor. This wasn't merely the result of hearing a report, nor 
a chance to make a name for himself. It was God who burned this devotion in his heart to 
right this wrong. 

Our passions 
can reflect the 

influence of God 
on our hearts  

and minds.
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God showed up 
when talent, 

passion, and need 
came together in 
Nehemiah's life.

When I think of godly passion, I not only think of Jesus, or Nehemiah, I also think of 
a modern hero of the faith—Jim Elliot. In fact, beyond reading the Bible I would say the 
one book that should be "required" reading for every Jesus follower is Through the Gates of 
Splendor written by his widow Elizabeth Elliot. She shares the epic story of how the Auca 
people speared to death Jim Elliot (and his partners, Ed McCully, Roger Youderian, Pete 
Fleming, and their pilot, Nate Saint) as they attempted to share the gospel of Jesus with 
this un-reached people group. Famously, Elizabeth returned to 
the tribe demonstrating the love, grace and forgiveness of Jesus to 
the tribe despite them being responsible for killing her husband. 
Elizabeth, and her partner's team, led the entire tribe to finding 
Jesus as Savior. While in the world's eyes Jim Elliot's life, and his 
team's lives, were far too short; their life spans were exactly as long 
as God intended them to be. God's calling on their lives was not 
a failure, but rather a stunning miracle that has been used by the 
Lord to spread the good news of Jesus, transform millions of lives, 
and mobilize the hearts of multiple generations hearts to take the gospel to the end of the 
earth.  

The reason I mention Jim Elliot here is not to focus exclusively on his harrowing sacri-
fice. But rather for what led Elliot to hearing God's calling upon his life—the task, ministry 
or role God wired him to serve in. His talent and skill began the journey, just like the math in 
the calling equation got him on the right path. He was well trained at Wheaton College and 
the Wycliffe linguistics training camp in Oklahoma. That education plus his upbringing in 
a home that glorified the Lord launched him towards what God was calling him to. How-
ever, the primary tool the Holy Spirit used to drive him in laser-like focus towards his life 
purpose was his passion. How do we know? Because his wife, Elizabeth, published entries 
from his prayer journal. Pay attention to how God used passion to direct Elliot's heart to 
his calling. 

Jim Elliot laid down his pen. He was a young man of twenty-five, tall and 
broad-chested, with thick brown hair and blue-gray eyes. He was bound for 
Ecuador—the answer to years of prayer for God's guidance concerning his 
lifework. Some had thought it strange that a young man with his opportuni-
ties for success should choose to spend his life in the jungles among primi-
tive people. Jim's answer found in his diary, had been written a year before: 
"My going to Ecuador is God's counsel...and my refusal to be concealed by 
all who insist I should stay and stir up the believers in the U.S. And how do 
I know it is His counsel? 'Yea, my heart instructeth me in the night seasons.' 
Oh, how good! For I have known my heart is speaking to me for God!...No 
visions, no voices, but the counsel of a heart which desires God."8      
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Some people are waiting to hear God's voice, or have a lightning bolt moment with the 
God of creation like Isaiah or Ezekiel. Despite Jim Elliot not hearing a voice from heaven, 
few people would question God's calling on his life. Instead, he simply desired God with 
all of his heart, and God spoke to him through that heart—through his passion. Notice the 
passion on his heart in this journal entry: 

"Glad to get the opportunity to preach the Gospel of the matchless grace of 
our God to stoical, pagan Indians. I only hope that He will let me preach to 
those who have never heard that name Jesus. What else is worth while in this 
life? I have heard of nothing better. 'Lord, send me!'"9  

What was the passion of his heart? Clearly Jesus owned his heart—completely. As Bono, 
the lead singer of the rock band U2, once said to a group of pastors, "If you want to get close 
to God, get close to the things that break God's heart."10 The reverse of this statement is also 
true. If you want to find causes and people that break your heart, get close to God. That is ex-
actly what Elliot did. His heart pursued the Lord and God unleashed that heart towards a 
people group who needed Jesus.  

Jim devoted ten days largely to prayer to make sure [reaching the Aucas in 
Ecuador] was indeed what God intended for him. He was given new assur-
ance, and wrote to his parents of his intention to go to Ecuador. Understand-
ably they, with others who knew Jim well, wondered if perhaps his ministry 
might not be more effective in the United States, where so many know so 
little of the Bible's real message. He replied: "I dare not stay home while 
[Aucas] perish. What if the well filled church in [the United States] needs 

stirring? They have the Scriptures, Moses, and the prophets, 
and a whole lot more. Their condemnation is written on 
their bank books and in the dust on their Bible covers."11 

Elliot's passion for the Lord built in him an unquenchable fire for 
the Aucas. Make no mistake, in Elliot's life a passion for the Lord 
led to a passion for a group of people which then led to God's call-
ing.  After finding the Lord's calling on his life, nothing kept Elliot 
from answering that call. 

It was typical of Jim that, once sure of God's leading, he did not turn aside 
easily. The "leading" was to Ecuador, so every thought and action was bent in 
that direction. Jim practiced what he preached when he wrote in his diary: 
"Wherever you are, be all there. Live to the hilt every situation you believe to 
be the will of God."12 

In Jim Elliot's 
life, a passion for 
the Lord led to a 

passion for a group 
of people led to 

God's calling
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 So the question is: what passion is God burning into your heart? Remember, with the 
Spirit on the throne of our hearts the implication is our passions potentially reflect the in-
fluence of the will of the Holy Spirit. God is active in the lives of believers, burning heart 
grabbing passions in us to lead us to where He desires us to minister. Again, something 
might jump to your mind right away, or maybe you’re searching for a cause worth fighting 
for. Follow the model of Jim Elliot. Pursue the Lord with all your heart. A passion for the 
Lord will lead to a passion for a cause which will lead to God's calling on your life. 

That is what our second inventory is about. It is our Wired Passion Inventory. It is based 
upon unlocking the fires God is building in our heart. Answer questions like, 

• What cause grabs me and energizes me?
• What wrong does God want me to right? 
• What need does God want me to meet? 
• What problem does God want me to solve? 
• Which lives does God want me to change?13   
Back to the Calling Equation. Remember your calling is the task, ministry or role in 

which God has wired you to serve. The math is...

(Talent + Passions) x SSV (Still Small Voice of the Holy Spirit) = Your Calling

Your talent is that first data point in the equation, but then your passions are the second. 
Remember, it’s talent plus passions, times the still small voice, that leads to your calling. 
Think of talent and passions as two needles on a compass that doesn't point north, but 
rather generally towards what God is calling you to (figure e). These two factors orient you 
towards the right ballpark, but the still small voice of the Spirit is the final piece of the equa-
tion that acts like a magnet tuning the needles specifically 
on where God is calling you to serve.   

Again, notice that spiritual gifts are missing from the 
equation. This is because the whole spectrum of spiritual 
gifts are needed in whatever ministry opportunity God is 
calling us to. And we’ll learn all about that, and all about 
spiritual gifts over the next three chapters. 

But before we study spiritual gifts, make sure you 
have either completed the entire Wired Assessment online 
(at CalvaryMac.com/wired), or take the Wired Passions 
Inventory beginning on page 73 before you read the three 
chapters on Spiritual Gifts.
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Processing Questions
These questions are designed for small group discussions� However, if you're reading this book 
on your own, grab a pen and use these questions to processes individually� 

1. How would you define the word passion? 

2. Describe what it means to you personally that saving you is Jesus' passion.

3. Share what comes to mind when you think about what, or who, you are really pas-
sionate about. How does it change the way you view what you are passionate about 
when you realize that passion may have been burned into your heart by the Holy 
Spirit?

4. What is the most significant principle we learn from Jim Elliot's life in regards to 
passion for people and passion for the Lord?     

5. How might the talents God has given you and the passions in your life work to-
gether to point you to God's calling?   
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WIRED ASSESSMENT #2 - PASSIONS INVENTORY
NOTE: An online version of this assessment is available at calvarymac.com/wired.
This section is designed to clarify the passions God has wired into your heart. The pas-

sions God places upon our heart may burn within us to; right a wrong, meet a need, solve a 
problem, serve a cause, or change a life. Here's how to get the most out of this assessment.

Directions

1. Turn to the next page respond to each question in the Wired Passions Assessment. 

2. Each section is a combination of essay and assessment questions. Do your best to 
answer them accurately and honestly. 

For Best Results 

1. Pray first. Before you begin this section ask God to reveal the passions He has wired 
into your heart. 

2. Keep in mind: there are no right or wrong answers.

3. Take time on this section. (Don't just click to the next question to get done).

4. Feel free to dream a bit on this section. Assume there are no barriers or obstacles 
from fulfilling whatever is on your heart. Assume all resources are provided for and 
taken care of.
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Positive Experiences 

In the following three questions list the top three most meaningful and positive life experi-
ences you've had. 
Briefly describe what you achieved and why it meant so much to you� These experiences can be 
anything such as a hobby, a craft, building something, winning something, helping someone, 
providing for someone, an accomplishment at work, school, etc��� The sky is the limit� Just re-
member, list the experiences that you have enjoyed doing and left you feeling fulfilled� 

POSITIVE EXPERIENCE #1

Think back on your life and describe a meaningful and positive life experience you've had. 
Briefly describe what you achieved and why it meant so much to you. Note: this may have 
been when you were part of a team, in a job, in athletics, in school, or in simply in a hobby�

What was the positive experience?        
Why was this experience meaningful to me?

What was it that grabbed your heart in this experience?

POSITIVE EXPERIENCE #2

Think of a second significant life experience you've had. 

What was the positive experience?        
Why was this experience meaningful to me?
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What was it that grabbed your heart in this experience?

POSITIVE EXPERIENCE #3

Think of a third significant life experience you've had. 

What was the positive experience?       
Why was this experience meaningful to me?

What was it that grabbed your heart in this experience?

RECURRING THEME FROM POSITIVE EXPERIENCES

You just listed 3 significant life experiences you've had. Think (or look back) at the experi-
ences you listed, and your responses to the questions.

What was a recurring theme(s) you noticed in your positive experiences? 

1. Recurring Theme #1        

1. Recurring Theme #2        
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Age Groups

Sometimes our passions can be centered around an age group. Take a look at the following 
list of ages/grades. Select 5 age groups that tug on your heart from this list. Then put them 
in order from 1 (highest) to 5 (lowest)�   

Choose 5 age groups  
that grab your heart�

 Infants

 Toddlers (3Y and under)

 Pre-K

 Kindergarten - 2nd Grade

 3 Grade -5th Grade

 6th Grade - 10th Grade

 11th - 12th Grade

 College Age

 Adult Males

 Adult Females

 Retired/Seniors 

Of the 5 age 
groups you 
selected, put 
them in order 
1 (highest) 
to 5 (lowest) 
of the ages 
you are most 
passionate for�  

1.    

2.    

3.    

4.    

5.     
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People Groups

Sometimes our passions can be centered around people group. Take a look at the following 
list of people groups. Select 5 people groups that tug on your heart from this list. Then put 
them in order from 1 (highest) to 5 (lowest)�   

Choose 5 people groups  
that grab your heart�

 Teen Moms
 Single Parents
 Engaged/Young Married
 Widowed/Divorced
 Singles/Career
 Refugees
 Parents
 Empty Nesters
 Homeless
 Unemployed
 Disabled
 Prisoners
 The Poor
 Hospitalized
 Couples w/Infertility Issues
 Families
 Retired
 Public School Students
 Home School Students
 Non-Christians
 Disciples
 People New to Town
 People New to Church 
 Kids in the Foster Care System
 People in Mourning
 Other   

Of the 5 people 
groups you 
selected, put 
them in order 
1 (highest) 
to 5 (lowest) 
of the groups 
you are most 
passionate for�  

1.    

2.    

3.    

4.    

5.     
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Social Issues

Sometimes our passions can be centered around social issues. Take a look at the following 
list of social issues. Select 5 social issues that tug on your heart from this list. Then put them 
in order from 1 (highest) to 5 (lowest)�   

Choose 5 social issues  
that grab your heart�

 Discipleship
 Security (keeping people safe)
 Biblical literacy
 Evangelism
 Poverty 
 International Missions
 Hunger
 Child care
 HIV/AIDS
 Environment
 Injustice
 Injustice
 Technology
 Broken Families
 Loneliness
 Prophecy
 The LGBTQ+ Community
 Politics
 Racism
 Finances
 Health care
 Abortion
 Nutrition
 Oppressed Marriages
 Social Media
 Other   

Of the 5 people 
groups you 
selected, put 
them in order 
1 (highest) 
to 5 (lowest) 
of the groups 
you are most 
passionate for�  

1.    

2.    

3.    

4.    

5.     
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Heart Questions

Take time to reflect on the following questions. 

1. If you could snap your fingers and know that you wouldn't fail, what would you do for 
others? 

2. What do you repeatedly see that annoys or angers you, which if changed, would be 
more glorifying to God and edifying to others?

3. I care about some things more than other things. I care most about...

4. At the end of my life, I'd love to be able to look back and know I'd done something 
about...  
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Part 3 
Spiritual Gifts
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7
What is the Purpose of  

Spiritual Gifts?
Earlier I presented a principle you may never have  heard another pastor say—“The 

most important factors in choosing what ministries to get involved in are your per-
sonal talents and passions, not your spiritual gifts.” That thinking forms the foundation of 
the calling equation. 

(Talent + Passions) x SSV (Still Small Voice of the Holy Spirit) = Your Calling

Your calling being that task, ministry area, or role God has wired you to serve in. 
Our natural talent and our God given passions are like two needles on a compass that 

point us, generally, in the right direction toward potential ministry opportunities. Often 
people ask me, as a pastor, how to know what God is calling them to. It’s pretty simple, what 
are you naturally skilled at? And the second question; what are you passionate about? Tal-
ents and passions are two arrows that point us towards God’s calling on our lives. When we 
submit these arrows to the still small voice of the Holy Spirit we find our God-given calling, 
which we will discuss in a later chapter. 

But first, we are going to study spiritual gifts. Because without spiritual gifts, all the 
talent and passion in the world will be nothing more than a work of our flesh. And flesh 
powered endeavors may look good, or draw a crowd, but they are nothing more than en-
tertaining fireworks. Instead, when you are baptized in the Spirit and you are empowered 
with gifts of the Spirit, your life won’t produce entertaining fireworks. Instead, you will be 
a conduit of that dunamis power—that dynamite that moves mountains in mere seconds 
promised in Acts 1:8. 

DRAFT COPY / YOU WILL FIND EDITING MISTAKES.
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But you will receive power (dynamite) when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth� 
—Acts 1:8, emphasis added 

I don’t know about you, but that is what I want for my life and 
ministry. I do not want to be striving hard, trying to do amazing 
things for God in ministry only to find out it was driven by van-
ity and self-promotion, not a work of the Holy Spirit. I’m pretty 
much done with the fireworks of the American mega-church in-

dustrial machine. While there may be pockets of the Lord at work, too much of it is pure 
vanity. The last thing I want is to strive hard in ministry to produce wood, hay, and straw 
that only proves worthless as it burns up when its tested. I want Jesus to build His church 
through me producing gold, silver, and costly stones that survive the testing of fire. That 
quality of ministry results are produced only when I as a pastor, and the other Jesus Follow-
ers I minister with, are baptized in the Holy Spirit. 

So practically, what are spiritual gifts? We’ll let’s go back to 1 Corinthians 12, where Paul 
spells it all out. 

Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 
uninformed� —1 Corinthians 12:1 

The first thing word that comes to my mind when I read this verse is the term “misinfor-
mation�” Most of us who lived through the 2020 election, spend any time on social media, 
or experienced the COVID-19 era are quite familiar with the term. It is a phrase that packs 
political emotion as both sides on every issue seem to be highly proficient at labeling any 
dissenting opinion to their own as "misinformation." 

Might I suggest there is a pandemic of misinformation when it comes to spiritual gifts? 
According to 1 Corinthians 12:1, God doesn’t want us to be ignorant when it comes to the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit. However, misinformation about spiritual gifts have produced two re-

sponses (figure f): on one side you have 
churches that neglect the gifts of the 
Spirit completely out of fear or igno-
rance. In such churches their relation-
ship God is incomplete because people 
have not come into relationship with 
the Holy Spirit. On the other side you 

have churches who do nothing but talk 
about sign gifts and wonders. One might suspect the latter churches were experts on the 
Holy Spirit, or more educated in how the Spirit works. However, often signs and wonder 
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your flesh. 
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obsessed churches are just as amateurish when it comes to the Holy 
Spirit as churches teaching the gifts of the Spirit have ceased. In other 
words, they are just as uninformed. I say this because when one com-
pares what goes on in the former or the latter churches there is little 
resemblance to the biblical description and function of the gifts the 
Spirit. 

Why is there so much ignorance of the proper functions and use 
of spiritual gifts in the body? One word is the answer: misinforma-
tion. The consequence of such widespread ignorance and exploita-
tion is that people who are genuinely seeking the Lord get completely 
turned off and want nothing to do with the Holy Spirit. This catastro-
phe is the direct consequence of people wanting no part in the outrageous abuses they’ve 
experienced in signs obsessed churches on YouTube. Make no mistake—there is illiteracy 
on both sides of the theological debate over gifts of the Spirit. This is especially tragic con-
sidering Paul's plea in 1 Corinthians 12:1 for us to not be uniformed about spiritual gifts. 

As Jesus followers we need to learn the biblical use of spiritual gifts in order to not be 
ignorant and to avoid the extremes of both those who neglect the gifts and those who abuse 
them. We can avoid the extremes of neglect and abuse by looking closely to scripture and 
putting what it says into practice. Take a look now at the rest of the passage: 

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them�” 
—1 Corinthians 12:4

Again the illustration of an electric power cord is helpful. Some power cords are mere 
extension cords. But some cords are to  power any one of a number of tools. When plugging 
a cord the electricity flows through the conduit and might power a wood-working tool like 
a circular saw. If I am cutting a 2x4 lumber, then a circular saw is the right tool. Still that 
same electrical power flows through the wire it powers a completely different tool such as a 
light bulb, perhaps a computer, or even charging a Tesla. Spiritual gifts are spiritual tools—
powered devices or unique appliances to achieve special purposes. However, the Holy Spir-
it does more than simply energize the gifts, He is the orchestrator strategically distributing 
them to specific Jesus Followers in order to achieve His intended purposes. He chooses the 
right tool to get the job done. The Holy Spirit is both the power source and the engineer. 

There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord� There are different 
kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work� 
—1 Corinthians 12:5 

Despite the wide variety of spiritual gifts (tools, appliances) it is the same dunamis pow-
er flowing through and empowering them all. Think of the individual believers gathering as 
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a church as a variety of tools plugged into the same power strip. Each device is plugged into 
the same power source, yet they’re producing vastly different operations. Despite leveraging 
the same electrical current, each tool is contributing its unique function. 

The same Holy Spirit empowering me with the gift of teaching on a Sunday morning 
while I deliver the sermon, is the same Holy Spirit empowering a woman in the prayer room 

with the gift of faith while she intercedes and bathes the church ser-
vice in prayer. Still another with the gift of encouragement is mak-
ing an intimidated kindergartner feel loved and welcomed as they 
walk through the doors into our kids ministry for the first time. 
Each member of the ministry team serving on a Sunday morning 
is a tool in the hands of the Lord empowered by the same dunamis 
power of the same Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God is orchestrating it 

all and coordinating a wide verity of gifts, throughout the community of believers to build 
up the Body of Christ and spread the Gospel.  

“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good�” 
—1 Corinthians 12:7 

The gifts of the Spirit are not for our own personal gain, to build us up, but rather they 
are for the common good. Though I am the conduit of the power of the Spirit, it is not for 
me, but rather to build up other people. Any gift the Spirit manifests through me is not for 
personal glory, but to encourage and bless people who make up the Body of Christ. This 
doesn’t mean I cannot be personal edified when I function in a spiritual gift. Certainly I am 
edified when I function in the spiritual gift of teaching or leadership, but that is a by-product 
of the larger intention. Each of us owning this purpose is a foundational boundary to keep 
us from misappropriating gifts for self-promotion. Never forget, the primary goal of every 
spiritual gift is to build up others and to glorify God.  

Standards for Spiritual Gifts 
There is an elephant in the room when it comes to Spiritual gifts. If you have taken more 

than one spiritual gift test then you might have already recognized what it is. That is: no two 
spiritual gift lists are the same. If you search on-line for spiritual gifts or spiritual gift test you 
will find an unnerving diversity of opinions on what the gifts are, how many there are, and 
what the descriptions of each are.  

The reality is that Scripture itself can be a bit confusing when it comes to what are called 
the Spiritual gifts. There is not one comprehensive list found in any single passage, but in-
stead spiritual gifts are mentioned in multiple locations throughout scripture, with no two 
lists being the same. There are strong arguments to include gifts that are not mentioned in 
lists, but rather in isolated passages, gifts mentioned only in the Old Testament, and some 
even go so far to create spiritual gifts not found in the Bible. 

The Holy Spirit is 
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There are two primary passages that list specific Gifts of the Holy Spirit. One list of spir-
itual gifts is found in the passage we’ve been studying here in 1 Corinthians 12. The other 
primary passage is found in Romans 12. Again, Paul’s list of gifts in Romans 12 includes 
some of the same gifts found in 1 Corinthians 12, and several different gifts than we find 
in 1 Corinthians 12. Between the two passages, there is some overlap in the gifts that are 
listed as well as some other scriptural indications that these two pas-
sages are not exhaustive. This, means that there may be other gifts 
that the Holy Spirit chooses to give when He comes upon believers; 
However, for the parameters of this study I want to be specific in 
identifying gifts the Holy Spirit gives when He comes upon a person, 
focusing on the gifts found in these two passages. 

Remember the Elephant in the Room? When leaders write spiri-
tual gift tests that include anything and everything possible (things 
like creative communication, hospitality, or even music-instrumen-
tation) these tests actually degrade the work of the Spirit to be no 
more than a talent or ability any person can possess (even without 
being a Christian). I understand this may be in an effort to make 
sure everyone can claim a spiritual gift, avoid offense, to dodge chal-
lenging cessationist, or to not venture into uncontrollable territory. However, if we do not 
make a distinction between the two, we leave the door wide open to misunderstanding and 
misinformation. 

Once again, biblical illiteracy reigns supreme. Many spiritual gift tests and descriptions 
identify talents (natural born ability) and skill, or even passions as gifts of the Spirit.  We 
will find that some talents (such as leadership and teaching) can be both, but the work of 
the Spirit in the believer who is using their skills and talents in ministry is vastly different 
from the gifts of the Holy Spirit being poured out on a person in a specific situation. When 
talents/skills are misidentified as gifts of the Spirit, there is no dunamis manifestation. It is 
my belief that by adding gifts beyond what is listed in Scripture, people are not taught to 
look for and wait upon the power of the Holy Spirit. The result is settling for talent-based 
ministry, and sadly, missing out on truly experiencing the power of the Holy Spirit. It is no 
wonder spiritual gift studies have fallen out of fashion.

 As always, the answer to avoiding these pitfalls is to get back to what Scripture actu-
ally says. That is why I have limited the scope of our study in this book, according to two 
standards: 

1. Each gift must be present in a spiritual gift list in Scripture. 
2. There must be a biblical example of someone functioning with this gift. 

These two guardrails provide a clear boundary to keep us from the extremes of neglect or 
abuse. 
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Standard #1—Each gift must be present in a spiritual gift list in Scripture.

Obviously this limits the scope of our study. The danger is we will miss out on gifts the 
Bible hints at, yet is not present in any spiritual gift list. For example, I believe a strong argu-
ment can be made for a spiritual gift of craftsmanship from the Old Testament. When the 
Israelites were going to construct the Tabernacle and the furniture, the Holy Spirit came on 
a man to give him the skills he needed to lead a construction team. 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “See, I have chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son 
of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with 
wisdom, with understanding, with knowledge and with all kinds of skills — to 
make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, to cut and set stones, 
to work in wood, and to engage in all kinds of crafts�—Exodus 31:1-5� 

Obviously Bazalel was filled with the Spirit of God and this manifested itself with the 
spiritual gift of wisdom and knowledge. But it also mentions "understanding" and "all kinds 
of skills." Again, were these spiritual gifts of the Spirit? Absolutely. However, these were giv-
en to one man for a specific purpose of leading a team in building an earthly model of God's 
heavenly throne room and we do not see the gift repeated in any other spiritual gift lists. 

For a New Testament example, many have put forward hospitality as a supernatural gift 
of the Spirit. The command of being hospitable is found through the New Testament. We 
are to be hospitable to both one another and to strangers. However, the context of each and 
every mention of hospitality is in the context of a command, not as a spiritual gift. Thus, we 
will not hospitality in this study (in fact, the gift of craftsmanship has a much stronger argu-
ment to be included as a spiritual gift from Scripture than hospitality does).   

Standard #2—There must be a biblical example of someone functioning with this gift. 

One of the most comforting truths about God is that He is unchanging. God said it 
himself, succinctly and to the point, through the prophet Malachi,

“I the LORD do not change�"—Malachi 3:6a 

We find this truth in the New Testament in regards to Jesus Christ as the writer of He-
brews declares the same comforting truth about God the Son, 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever�—Hebrews 13:8

While people are fickle and change all the time according to current trends, narratives, and 
zeitgeist of the age: God doesn't change. Thus we are going to limit our study to spiritual 
gifts we can see God's people functioning in throughout the inspired Word of God.   
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Thus, you’re not going to see supposed “sign” gifts like holy laughter or slaying in the 
Spirit in this study because these types of gifts are found nowhere in the Bible. They are not 
mentioned anywhere, in any spiritual gift list, nor seen manifested in the life of any person 
in the pages of Scripture. Therefore we will not include modern sign gifts in this study. 

Processing Questions
These questions are designed for small group discussions� However, if you're reading this book 
on your own, grab a pen and use these questions to processes individually� 

1. Share your own church or religious upbringing. If you attended a church, what 
type of church did you attend? Was it Christian? Where was your church on 
the continuum (figure e) when it came to the Holy Spirit and spiritual gifts 
(i�e� neglect <----|----> abuse)�

2. Share how your religious upbringing makes you less or more open to being baptized 
in the Spirit and function in spiritual gifts. 

3. Have you experienced what was described in the chapter as wide-spread misin-
formation when it comes to the Holy Spirit? Why does this happen? What are the 
consequences of this trend? 

4. How does owning the purpose of spiritual gifts a foundational boundary to keep us 
from misappropriating gifts for self-promotion?

5. Have you taken a spiritual gift test before? Comparing tests you have taken in the 
past to what we have discussed so far, did you find a huge list of gifts or notice the 
inventory leaving out gifts listed in Scripture such as tongues, prophecy, gifts of 
healing, and miracles?  Why do you think this was the case?
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8
The Spiritual Gifts Listed in  

1 Corinthians 12
We have covered who the Holy Spirit is and How He works. We've discussed what 

a calling is and  how talents and passions point us in the direction of our calling. 
Now it is time to dig in to the actual spiritual gifts presented in Scripture. Again, we will be 
following two standards in our study: 

1. Each gift must be present in a spiritual gift list in Scripture. 
2. There must be a biblical example of someone functioning with this gift. 

This criteria will form boundaries so we won't embellish the gifts beyond the scope pre-
sented in the Bible and we will discover their proper biblical manifestations and functions. 
So, here goes with the first list of gifts in 1 Corinthians chapter 12. 

Message of Wisdom

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the com-
mon good� To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom�  
—1 Corinthians 12:7-8a  

Commonly called a word of wisdom, a message of wisdom is a message from the Holy 
Spirit when critical issues arise and important decisions must be made. It is a wise word 
that is so right, that it brings divided factions together.14 This word of wisdom does not 
necessarily come from a person who is considered wise, and it may not mean a person with 
this gift is wise all the time. However,  when an individual receiving this gift is baptized in 
the Spirit, and the Holy Spirit comes on them, in that moment, they are a conduit of the 
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dunamis power of the Holy Spirit that manifests itself with a word of wisdom. 
For an example we go to the Old Testament. Now, for any of these Old Testament ex-

amples you might be asking, “Didn’t the Holy Spirit not come until the day of Pentecost in 
the book of Acts?” You are absolutely right. As far as the Holy Spirit coming in masse, per-
manently, upon all those who follow Jesus as Lord, that did not take place until the first 
Pentecost festival after Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection recorded in Acts chapter 2. None-
theless, we see the Holy Spirit being given to individuals on a temporary basis throughout 
the Old Testament. People such as Bazalel, the craftsman called to build the tabernacle in 
Exodus 31. Other leaders who received the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament on an imper-
manent basis were Moses, King Saul, King David, and in the book of 1 Kings, King Solo-
mon. The son of David faced a critical issue when two women claimed the same baby as 
their own. The Holy Spirit gave King Solomon the word of wisdom to settle the issue and 
uncover the true mother. 

Then the king said, “Bring me a sword�” So they brought a sword for the 
king� He then gave an order: “Cut the living child in two and give half to one 
and half to the other�” The woman whose son was alive was deeply moved 
out of love for her son and said to the king, “Please, my lord, give her the 
living baby! Don’t kill him!” But the other said, “Neither I nor you shall 
have him� Cut him in two!” Then the king gave his ruling: “Give the liv-
ing baby to the first woman� Do not kill him; she is his mother�” When all 
Israel heard the verdict the king had given, they held the king in awe, be-
cause they saw that he had wisdom from God to administer justice�”  
—1 Kings 3:24-28 

Notice the predicament. In fact, this was an urgent juncture. 
The life, and future of this precious little one was on the line. Yet, 
with a simple word of wisdom, the truth was exposed—one wom-
an was a liar. This wise word from Solomon was so right that the 
tense situation was resolved immediately—with two sentences. 
What was the source of this wisdom? It wasn't from Solomon. He 
wasn't born the wisest person to ever live; he asked for it. 

Now, LORD my God, you have made your servant king in 
place of my father David� But I am only a little child and do 
not know how to carry out my duties� Your servant is here 
among the people you have chosen, a great people, too nu-

merous to count or number� So give your servant a discerning heart to govern 
your people and to distinguish between right and wrong� For who is able to 
govern this great people of yours?”
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The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this� So God said to him, 
“Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor 
have asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in administering 
justice, I will do what you have asked� I will give you a wise and discerning 
heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever 
be�—1 Kings 3:7-12

We also see this gift manifesting itself in the New Testament book of Acts at a critical 
moment in the early Church. The enemy was causing division between the Jewish Chris-
tians and the flood of Gentiles coming to Jesus through the Apostle Paul's ministry. The 
church was ripping apart. Many Jewish Christians felt Gentile believers needed to convert 
to Judaism and be circumcised before they could be considered Christians—no small pre-
requisite for an adult male seeking God. This was a substantial crisis, and the Church, in 
its very infancy, was on the brink of its first split. To address the issue, Acts chapter 15 tells 
us the early church leaders gathered for a council at Jerusalem. Peter, Paul and Barnabas 
each told stories of Gentile Christians and clarified that salvation comes by grace alone 
through faith. Despite their accounts, the room remained anxiously divided until James, 
Jesus’ brother, stood up with a message of wisdom recorded in verse 19. 

“It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gen-
tiles who are turning to God�” —Acts 15:19 

One sentence, a simple word of wisdom in a critical moment, brought divided factions 
together. A word of wisdom manifested through James as the leader of the church in Jerusa-
lem functioning as a conduit of the Holy Spirit—case closed���Crisis averted. 

How to speak a message of wisdom. 

Messages of wisdom are primarily revealed at times of crisis or when a pivotal decision 
needs to be made. The key to functioning in this gift is to surrender your pride, reputation, 
and personal opinion to the leadings of the Spirit. Don't just jump in and state your point 
of view out of a motivation to get your way or because you want to be considered wise. In-
stead, detach from the emotion and urgency of the moment, pause, and pray. You and other 
believing stakeholders in the church can take time to seek the Lord together in prayer, wor-
ship, and potentially (if time allows) fasting for a few days. Make the heart of your prayers 
something like, "Lord, I want to hear from you� We are facing a critical moment, and, Lord, 
you know every detail� Lord, would you baptize me in the Holy Spirit? Immerse my heart, my 
mind, and my will in the fire of the Holy Spirit�" 

If the Holy Spirit decides to provide a message of wisdom, you or perhaps another be-
liever you are praying with will be impressed with a pithy direction that is so right, it brings 
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divided factions together or provides direction to move forward in a seemingly impossible 
dilemma. 

It is critical with a word of wisdom to discern what is from the Lord and what is of hu-
man origin. A second gift we will study later, distinguishing between spirits, can be helpful 
with the distinction� These two gifts can function in tandem; someone with the gift of dis-
tinguishing between spirits confirms the specific message of wisdom is of the Lord and not of 
human origin. 

If you believe you have received the gift of a word of wisdom, it is a step of faith to speak 
out what the Lord has impressed on your heart. Too often a person with this gift remains 
silent because they are fearful of appearing foolish, lacking qualifications, or not having au-
thority to speak out. With this gift, as with others, it takes faith, and your qualification and 
authority to speak don't come from you, but rather from the Spirit. Faith means stepping 
out and being willing to risk being wrong, saying something ridiculous, or being thought 
of as inappropriate. However, if you step out with a heart of praise and faith, surrendered 
to the Lord, then God will honor and delight in your obedience, even if what you say is 
foolishness. 

Back to 1 Corinthians 12 where Paul lists a second gift.  

Message of Knowledge

���to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit,  
—1 Corinthians 12:8b

Again, there is much misunderstanding and misinformation surrounding this gift. 
Most spiritual gift resources I've found will define it as, "The divine enablement to bring 
truth to the body through a revelation or biblical insight.”15 Respectfully, I would argue that 
this confuses a message of knowledge with the gift of teaching. So, what is a message, or word 
of knowledge? A message of knowledge is information given to us supernaturally, knowl-
edge of things that we could not know through natural acquisition or study.16 A person 
functioning in this gift didn’t read it or learn it on social media. Rather, because this person 
is baptized in the Spirit, the Holy Spirit just reveals it to them. 

Do not make the mistake of assuming this gift is like a Christian version of fortune tell-
ing. That would be twisting this gift to be something it was never intended to be. Instead, 
the Holy Spirit enlightens the believer with an insight, such as a hidden sin or specific 
circumstance, which is directly applicable to the need's of another person or group. For an 
example of this gift in action we look to Peter. When he was leading the early church he was 
given a word of knowledge to address the sin of Ananias. 

Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece 
of property� With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for 
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himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ feet� Then Peter said, 
“Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the 
Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the 
land? Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t 
the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You 
have not lied just to human beings but to God�” —Acts 5:1-4 

We looked at this same passage to establish the Holy Spirit as God. But the question 
now is, how did Peter know Ananias had lied? It was not because Peter knew the sale price 
of the land. It was not because Peter was there when Ananias and his wife were talking and 
deciding what to do with the money.  Rather, it was because the Holy Spirit supernaturally 
gave Peter a piece of information he could not know through natural acquisition or study. 

I personally witnessed the powerful impact of a word of knowledge. I was on a mission 
trip to Chihuahua City Mexico, and a young man on our team was given a word of knowl-
edge, "In His presence you don't need to fear�" God's simple message to us was confirmed 
immediately and in the events that transpired that evening. That night we held a meeting 
in a large circus tent supported by tall metal poles. In the midst of a 
thunder storm, we knew we were to continue the outreach without 
fear. The service ended with an altar call, and amazingly, over one 
hundred people responded! I would normally advise a group not to 
stay in a tent during such a storm, but in this case, we had no doubt 
about our decision because "In His presence you don't need to fear�"    

Sometimes the Lord delivers information necessary for His will 
to be done. Other times He wants to bring struggle to light. Per-
haps there is a hidden sin God wants to expose so the Lord will 
impress upon a person baptized in the Spirit's heart that something 
is off and might even reveal the specific sin to the baptized person's 
mind. This is not because God desires to embarrass someone or 
cast accusations and shame upon a sinner with guilt, but rather to provide the necessary 
help, encouragement, and accountability needed for victory. A sweet word, or message of 
knowledge can let a struggling person know they are not forgotten; the Lord knows their 
heart and His promises are true.  

How to speak a message of knowledge. 

If you remember back to chapter 4, we discussed the three ways to be baptized in the 
Spirit: 

1� The Lord launches
2� We ask, and
3� We are Commissioned� 
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I have found the first method as being most relevant to the message of knowledge. Often, a 
person with this gift just receives an impression from the Lord. The Lord launches it as the 
Holy Spirit just gently whispers a word of knowledge to a person's heart.  

However, just because the Lord can launch this gift doesn't mean we can't ask for it. This 
gift is also regularly experienced in times of worship, prayer, and seeking the Lord. In such 
times you can ask the Lord with a simple prayer of, "Lord, I am seeking you� I want to hear 
your voice� Would you speak to me? Baptize me in the Spirit� Baptize my mind and my heart� 
Immerse me in the fire of your Spirit�" Then continue in worship and prayer. If it's the Holy 
Spirit's will to give you a word of knowledge for your personal edification/growth, or to 
share with another person or a group, then He will impress a message on your heart. If not, 
no worries: simply watch expectantly for another gift the Spirit will bring. 

Again, as with a message of wisdom, it is critical with a word of 
knowledge to discern what is from the Lord and what is of human 
origin. Pay attention to the leadings of the Holy Spirit. If you sense 
the Spirit has put a message on your heart, in faith and without 
fear, speak out. Once again, too often a person with this gift re-
mains silent out of fear that what they say will be considered ri-
diculous or isn't really from God. This gift takes faith and humility. 
Faith means stepping out and being willing to risk being wrong or 
saying something ridiculous. Humility means you don't see your-

self as a direct line to Almighty God and are constantly telling people words of knowledge. 
Humility also means you choose an appropriate and orderly method for sharing your word 
of knowledge (i.e. not boorishly interrupting a Sunday morning service). 

Once again, just like with a message of wisdom, if you sense the Lord has impressed a 
message of knowledge on your heart and you step out with a heart of praise and faith sur-
rendered to the Lord, at least it will be said from a heart of worship.

The Gift of Faith

���to another faith by the same Spirit, 1 Corinthians 12:9a

The gift of faith is one of the most beautiful gifts I’ve been around. I have craved this 
gift, but have never personally experienced it. The gift of faith is the spiritual ability from 
the Lord to see what isn’t, believe it to be, and trust God to do it in His way and time.17 
Rest assured, I trust God. Certainly I have faith during challenging times. But, the person 
baptized in the Spirit with the dunamis power of faith, knows it beyond reasonable doubt. 
This isn’t blind faith, but it's Spirit-powered faith with a confidence and unwavering belief 
in God’s ability to fulfill his purposes no matter what circumstances say. As a pastor, I am 
so grateful for these people of faith who constantly remind me, regardless of how bad cir-
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cumstances get, that God is on the throne, is faithful to fulfill his promises, and will carry 
out His will. 

One of the greatest examples of the gift of faith in Scripture is in the Apostle Paul, while 
on a ship bound for destruction. The conditions Paul and the rest of the men faced were 
pretty bleak. They sailed across the Mediterranean Sea in a violent storm. They were out 
of food, about to shipwreck, and panicking and turning on each other when Paul steps up 
and says, 

“But now I urge you to keep up your courage, because not one of you will be 
lost; only the ship will be destroyed� Last night an angel of the God to whom 
I belong and whom I serve stood beside me and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul� 
You must stand trial before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives 
of all who sail with you�’ So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God 
that it will happen just as he told me�” —Acts 27:22-25 

This is why I love being around people baptized in the Spirit and functioning in this gift of 
faith. They are infectious to everyone around them inspiring strength, hope, and a aware-
ness that God cares.   

How to receive the gift of faith. 

How do we receive this gift? It is the same as with the others—you can ask for it. Simply 
pause and spend time worshiping and praying. Perhaps open up the Bible and study times 
when people showed tremendous faith such as Luke 5:18-25 when friends brought a para-
lyzed man to Jesus. Or, read Hebrews chapter 11 and the "hall of faith." Then simply spend 
time praying something like this, "Lord, I desire your presence in my life� I desire to trust you 
more, and I desire the gift of faith� Lord, would you baptize my mind and my heart in the Holy 
Spirit? Immerse me in the fire of your presence with the spiritual gifts you choose�" I shared 
earlier that this is a gift I have long desired, but never received. It is not one the Holy Spirit 
has chosen to give me. However, if the Spirit chooses to give you this gift, then you begin 
to have a spiritual ability to see what isn’t, believe it to be, and trust God to do it in His way 
and time.18 

Gifts of Healing

 ���to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, —1 Corinthians 12:9b 

The gift of healing is the spiritual ability to heal someone who is sick or injured. The 
gift of healing is awe-inspiring, but one of the most abused as evidenced by all the TV evan-
gelists manipulating people’s desperation for financial gain. However, the corruption and 
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fraudulent abuse of the power of God does not take away from its legitimate potency. Yes, 
this gift has been abused, counterfeited, and corrupted, yet I fully believe in and have per-
sonally experienced the gift of healing. We know it is a legitimate gift because God inspired 
the Apostle Paul to list it here in 1 Corinthians 12. 

In recent years my son, Tristan, wen through a sustained physical trial. He suffered a 
baseball injury which resulted in compression fracture in his spine. He was confined to the 
couch for a year-and-a-half, in which he could neither sit or stand for more than a few sec-
onds at a time. He experienced the torment of constant, excruciating pain. Then one Sunday 
night, our worship leader at the time, Megan Ashton, and her husband, Bryant, who led our 
Upperclass ministry, began praying over Tristan for healing. Megan described how they 
could feel warmth flow down over Tristan’s body. They could feel his body shift. During the 
prayer session,  I was upstairs in a meeting when suddenly my cell phone rang. On the other 
end of the line was Bryant yelling, “Brian! Tristan’s been healed!” I ran down the stairs and 
Tristan had ripped off his back brace and was running around the Next Generation Center, 
skipping and leaping, and praising God. Understand, this wasn’t the first time we’d prayed 
for Tristan. We had been disappointed many times during the previous year-and-a-half. But 
the Holy Spirit chose that particular evening, with Bryant and Megan baptized in the Holy 
Spirit, to heal Tristan in a very public way—in front of the entire youth group. Interestingly, 
that meeting happened to be the last meeting held at our church for months before the State 
of Oregon shut down all large group meetings for COVID-19. Why would the Holy Spirit 
choose this timing to heal Tristan? The answer is obvious. God decided to show off His ca-
pabilities and sovereign power to a bunch of teenagers to let them know He was still on the 

throne even when their worlds were turned upside down.  
One of my favorite biblical examples of healing is found in 

Acts chapter 3. The reason this example stands out is because its 
the first healing Luke records after Jesus' ascension to heaven and 
after the Holy Spirit first baptized Jesus' followers in the Holy Spir-
it at Pentecost. 

One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the 
time of prayer—at three in the afternoon� Now a man who 
was lame from birth was being carried to the temple gate 

called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from those going into the 
temple courts� When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for 
money� Peter looked straight at him, as did John� Then Peter said, “Look at us!” 
So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them� 
Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give 
you� In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk�” Taking him by the right 
hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man’s feet and ankles became 
strong� He jumped to his feet and began to walk� Then he went with them 
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into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God� When all 
the people saw him walking and praising God, they recognized him as the 
same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and 
they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him�  
— Acts 3:1-10 

Again, healing is a power gift, but easily abused. So, how can we know if it’s the spiritual 
gift of healing or a scam? Pretty easy test. Who gets the glory? Are the healers humbly pray-
ing and asking God for healing with no demand in an effort to love a person and to glorify 
Jesus? Or, are they building a name for themselves? Are they establishing an empire of heal-
ing, in their own name, in which they make a circus out of it? In such environments, people 
aren’t loved, but rather shuttled namelessly on stage to be healed or supposedly "slain in 
the Spirit" to glorify the ringleader of the spectacle. Unsurprisingly, you never hear from 
them again or see long term results or medical reports. And all 
glory, fame, ratings, and money go to the man or woman leading 
the empire. Such people will stand before the Lord one day and be 
held accountable for their wild abuse of His Name.  

Listen, when Tristan was healed, it was measurable. He had 
a physical therapy appointment the week before and after he was 
healed. The therapist was dumbfounded at the measurable im-
provements and range of movement. Megan and Bryant didn’t get 
the glory. They didn’t start a healing ministry. Instead, God and 
God alone got all the glory, and Tristan's life and future were for-
ever changed.

How to receive the gift of healing. 

Please don't begin seeking this gift by buying a huge tent and stage. No, this gift is the 
result of simple obedience to Scripture. We don't have to guess, or do weird practices, or get 
people emotionally riled up with music and a show. Instead, we simply obey what Scripture 
tells us to do. 

Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over 
them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord� And the prayer of-
fered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up� 
—James 5:14-15

As a pastor, I have been very intentional about establishing a culture of obedience to this 
verse. We regularly anoint people with oil in the name of the Lord and pray for healing. 
Not on stage, but in homes, hospital rooms, or even in my office. I am always very careful 
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to explain that the oil is not a magic potion. It is a physical repre-
sentation of the Holy Spirit coming down on a person's body. Like 
baptism it is an outward picture of an inward reality. I, and the elders 
or anyone else there to pray. The elders, other believers, and I simply 
pray something like, "Lord, we pray over this person for healing� As 
we anoint this person with this oil representing your Holy Spirit, would 
your Spirit flow down over their body, coming upon them in dunamis 
power to heal them?" This is not a demand, it is a request. Sometimes 
the Lord heals. 

One more note, although we follow James 5:14-15, it does not 
mean only the elders of a church can pray over people and anoint 
them with oil for healing. It is not the authority of the person, it is 

the power and authority of God who heals. Any Jesus Follower can follow the example laid 
out in James 5.  

The Gift of Miracles

���to another miraculous powers, —1 Corinthians 12:10a 

The gift of miracles is the spiritual ability to do works of a supernatural origin and 
character, a miracle is something that is humanly impossible but divinely simple.19 Ob-
viously, the gift of healing is a type of miracle which is why these two gifts are related. How-
ever, what differentiates the gift of miracles is that the gift of healing has to do with physically 
healing someone who is sick or hurt while the gift of miracles is when the Holy Spirit pro-
duces a work in circumstances or situations. For a scriptural example we could obviously 
go to Jesus at the feeding of the 5,000. Or, we could look at when he turned water into wine. 
But I thought it would be good to show the Holy Spirit producing a miracle through two 
Old Testament people—Elijah and his disciple, Elisha. Throughout these mens' ministries 
we see the gift of miracles left and right. 

Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the LORD, 
the God of Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the 
next few years except at my word�” —1 Kings 17:2 

And the promise of that miracle came true. It stopped raining 
for years. Early on while Elijah was traveling in obedience to the 
Lord... 

The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and bread and meat 
in the evening, and he drank from the brook�” —1 Kings 17:6 
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Birds bringing food? That is a clear miracle. But he continues 
traveling. He travels up to Sidon, a city outside of the land of 
promise in the country of Phoenicia. The drought is affecting 
that land as well. He goes to live with a widow and her son, and 
because of the drought, there is no food, but in verse 13,

Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid� Go home and do as you have said� But first 
make a small loaf of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and 
then make something for yourself and your son� For this is what the LORD, the 
God of Israel, says: ‘The jar of flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will 
not run dry until the day the LORD sends rain on the land�’” 
She went away and did as Elijah had told her� So there was food every day for 
Elijah and for the woman and her family�” —1 Kings 17:13-15 

Finding food in an agrarian society during a drought is difficult—by human power. Howev-
er, for God it is divinely simple to provide nourishment when sustenance cannot be found. 
Miracles display the wonder and sovereignty of Almighty God. 

 My favorite gift of miracles was given to Elijah's protégé Elisha (this is my absolute fa-
vorite for personal reasons; my thinning hair).  

From there Elisha went up to Bethel� As he was walking along the road, some 
boys came out of the town and jeered at him� “Get out of here, baldy!” they 
said� “Get out of here, baldy!” He turned around, looked at them and called 
down a curse on them in the name of the LORD� Then two bears came out of 
the woods and mauled forty-two of the boys� And he went on to Mount Car-
mel and from there returned to Samaria� —2 kings 2:23-25 

God worked miracles in the past, and He still works them in the post-modern society 
we live in today. I’ve experienced financial miracles when God provided exactly what was 
needed in astonishing ways. I’ve been playing guitar when a choir of angels showed up and 
began singing along with the cord I was playing. I’ve seen God hold off a violent downpour 
of rain until 120 people could accept Jesus as their Savior in the middle of a violent thunder 
storm. Each encounter displayed the spiritual gift of miracles. 

How to receive the gift of miracles. 

Pretty simple answer—you ask. This is the principle Jesus taught in John 14 as He taught 
about the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it�—John 14:14
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Similar to the gift of healing, it is not appropriate to demand a miracle from God, to treat 
him like a vending machine, or to expect His miraculous power every time. Instead, this gift 

is about faith and humility. Simply let your circumstances and 
need be known to the Lord. Pray to him, perhaps fast over the 
situation, and put your trust in Him. Follow the instructions the 
Apostle Paul gave to the Church at Philippi.  

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, 
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your re-
quests to God� And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus�—Philippians 4:6-7

According to these verses, if you let your request be made known 
to God, then whether or not God provides the gift of miracles, 
you will have peace and joy in any circumstance. Trust me from 
personal experience, if God does show up with a gift of miracles, 

you will have much more than simply peace and joy. You will see and be in awe of the awe-
some power of God who is the God of miracles. 

The Gift of Prophecy

���to another prophecy,” 1 Corinthians 12:10b

The gift of prophecy is the divine enablement to reveal truth and proclaim it in a 
timely and relevant manner for understanding, correction, repentance or edification. 
There may be immediate or future implications. In the New Testament, people in the 
body of Christ were called to speak forth the word of God with warnings from Scripture, 
about present and future events, as well as to edify, comfort and encourage believers within 
the body of Christ. For an example of this gift we look to the book of Acts chapter 21 as Paul 
was preparing to travel down to Jerusalem. We pick up the story in verse 10,

After we had been there a number of days, a prophet named Agabus came 
down from Judea� Coming over to us, he took Paul’s belt, tied his own hands 
and feet with it and said, “The Holy Spirit says, ‘In this way the Jewish lead-
ers in Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and will hand him over to the 
Gentiles�’”—Acts 21:10-13 

The Holy Spirit chose to give Agabus the gift of prophecy in order to prepare Paul for 
the reality of his coming arrest in Jerusalem. Make no mistake, this was not good news, 
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but pause to think about how encouraging this would be to Paul. When the time came for 
his arrest, just as predicted, he knew ahead of time everything was occurring according to 
God's plan revealed to Agabus. 

But the gift of prophecy doesn’t merely predict the future. Many times the gift of proph-
ecy can speak the hard truth to God's people to rebuke or correct them. I believe prophecy 
was one of Apostle Paul’s primary gifts. We see his strong prophetic rebuke throughout his 
writings to various churches. Just listen to the Holy Spirt’s voice speaking through Paul to 
the church at Galatia, 

You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus 
Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified� I would like to learn just one thing 
from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing 
what you heard? Are you so foolish? After beginning by means of the Spirit, are 
you now trying to finish by means of the flesh? Have you experienced so much 
in vain—if it really was in vain? So again I ask, does God give you his Spirit 
and work miracles among you by the works of the law, or by your believing 
what you heard? So also Abraham “believed God, and it was credited to him 
as righteousness�” —Galatians 3:1-6 

Paul speaks the Word of God in His prophetic message by quot-
ing Genesis 15:6. 

Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness�  
—Genesis 15:6 

I have found the use of Scripture to be a signature attribute of someone functioning in the 
spiritual gift of prophecy. 

My wife has the gift of prophecy. She has had a few prophetic dreams of the future come 
true. However, most of the time Beka, while baptized in the Spirit with a gift of prophecy, 
will use Scripture to encourage, rebuke, or correct other believers at just the right time. 
When I was in Seminary, I was working at a church plant. We were on a retreat with staff 
and elders in the Rocky Mountains of Colorado. The church was struggling and was on the 
verge of splitting over a debate between the ministry staff and the elders. The conversation 
grew heated with accusations and blame flying. Then, Beka, a gentle, young-20-something 
woman, stood up in the middle of the arrogance and strife and with the authority of a 
prophet rebuked the room using two sentences of Scripture. All debate immediately ceased. 
That was the gift of prophecy in action.  

My friend and mentor, Rob Verdyne, Senior Pastor of Calvary Corvallis, has also ex-
perienced the gift of prophecy in his life. He shares a story of a time the Lord directed him 
to forego his usual prepared Sunday message. Instead, he was to trust God in faith to give 
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him the appropriate words. You can imagine the insecurity and nervousness he felt at the 
proposition of speaking before his large congregation under these conditions, but he chose 
to follow God in faith and obedience. He prepared through prayer, and when he took the 
stage, the Spirit fell upon him with  a prophetic word addressing the sexual sin in his con-
gregation. The dunamis power of the Holy Spirit not only gave him the ability to address 
the sin with authoritative power, but also  brought the church to a place of humility and 
repentance before the Lord.  

How to receive the gift of prophecy. 

This gift is primarily revealed at times when sin is present, although the Holy Spirit may 
also speak prophecy to encourage and lift up believers who are struggling. As with every gift 
of the Spirit, the key is faith. To function in the gift of prophecy, just like Rob Verdyne, you 

must surrender your reputation, success, and personal pride to 
the leadings of the Spirit. Consider the prophets of the Old Testa-
ment, like Jeremiah, Ezekiel, or Hosea, who gave up everything to 
speak the hard truth of God. If the Lord impresses a message of 
prophecy on your heart, you must say it. Similar to other gifts, too 
often a person with the gift of prophecy remains silent out of fear 
their words will be rejected, they're not really hearing from the 
Spirit, or their words are too hard. Remember the Holy Spirit gave 
the message of prophecy because it is His will that it be spoken. 
Thus, this gift takes faith that its not about our will or prestige, He 
willed that it be spoken. To remain silent is disobedience.   

If you sense the Lord is calling you to this gift, then when you 
are praying, worshiping, spending time with the Lord, or in an appropriate setting with 
other believers simply pray from your soul something like, "Lord, you know I desire you with 
my heart� Lord, would you baptize me in the Holy Spirit? Immerse my heart, my mind, and my 
will in the fire of the Holy Spirit�" 

If you are surrendered to the Lord, ready to do his will and speak anything, and the Holy 
Spirit decides to give you the gift of prophecy, He will impress a truth in your heart and mind 
for correction, repentance or edification for the Christians around you. Likely, it will be ac-
companied by a specific passage of Scripture. Just a couple tips for those the Spirit chooses 
to give the gift of prophecy, 

1. Don't present what you speak as "God's Word" or "God says..." Instead, speak in 
humility. Speak phrases like, "I sense the Lord saying..." or "The Spirit is impressing 
on me..." 

2. If the Spirit gives you a Scripture to accompany the message, then read or quote that 
Scripture as you faithfully declare the message of correction, repentance, or edifica-
tion. 
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These two principles will protect you and the church from defaming the name of Jesus. 
First, a word spoken in humility allows room for our human error and openness to test 
the word of prophecy according to the Scriptures. Many dangerous movements and the-
ologies have been started by people claiming to speak for God with 
no scriptural basis. Secondly, a word of prophecy accompanied by 
Scripture helps confirm it and declares the truth of God's Word even 
if the message is of human will. And we know from the book of Isa-
iah God doesn't mind that one bit: 

So is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return 
to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the 
purpose for which I sent it� 
—Isaiah 55:22

Which leads to the next gift Paul lists in the twelfth chapter to the 
Corinthian church. 

The Gift of Distinguishing Between Spirits

���to another distinguishing between spirits� —1 Corinthians 12:10c 

There are people naturally discerning who we often think of as street-wise or full of 
common sense. But the spiritual gift of distinguishing between spirits (commonly called dis-
cernment) is appreciably different than a person born naturally discerning. Calling it simple 
“discernment” can be misleading; it’s more than just walking in common sense. This gift 
is also vastly different from the type of discernment Solomon asked for in 1 Kings chapter 
3 when he asked the Lord for a "discerning" heart, and God gave him the gift of wisdom. 
It doesn't have anything to do with natural things or leaders facing critical decisions, but 
rather properly evaluating spiritual and supernatural activities. The gift of distinguishing 
between spirits is a spiritual ability to discern between the spirit of evil and of God, the 
flesh and the spirit, and truth and error, before the fruit is evident.20 By the power of the 
Holy Spirit this gift helps a person know, beyond a shadow of doubt, what is from God and 
what is from man. This gift is especially important when determining a truly God inspired 
message, person, or ministry versus one that comes from human endeavor or, even more 
extreme, demonic. 

There is a story in the book of Acts that displays this gift in action.  

Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a female slave 
who had a spirit by which she predicted the future� She earned a great deal of 
money for her owners by fortune-telling� She followed Paul and the rest of us, 
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shouting, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you 
the way to be saved�” She kept this up for many days� Finally Paul became so 
annoyed that he turned around and said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus 
Christ I command you to come out of her!” At that moment the spirit left her�” 
Acts 16:16-18 

Paul was functioning in the gift of distinguishing between spirits. I mentioned earlier that 
prophecy was one of Paul’s primary gifts. Significantly, I believe discernment between spirits 
was another of The Apostle Paul’s primary spiritual gifts. Without this gift of discernment, 
he might have mistakenly thought the Corinthian church was healthy. After all, they ap-
peared so mature, as if they were experts in the supernatural spiritual gifts of power. They 
were famous for the wondrous signs like tongues, miracles, and prophecy. Yet, through the 

spiritual gift of distinguishing between spirits, Paul knew the Corinthi-
an church was far from God. The gift of distinguishing between spirits 
equipped him to write the first letter to the Corinthian church along 
with his other spiritual gift—the gift of prophecy.  

How to receive the gift of distinguishing between spirits. 

I humbly propose that the Holy Spirit desires to pour out the gift 
of discernment upon the church today. Why would I say this? I sense 
God's heart breaks for the amount of corruption, false teachings, hu-
man philosophies, broken theologies, flesh powered worship, and non 

biblical practices saturating the Church. Instead of seeking "signs," emotional highs, incred-
ible worship bands, slaying in the Spirit, holy laughter, schools of the supernatural, or "glory 
clouds" flowing from HVAC systems,21 people truly seeking to encounter the presence of 
Jesus should simply pray to be baptized in the Spirit with the gift of distinguishing between 
spirits. 

Imagine how such a gift might transform what is happening in the church today. Envi-
sion how it would transform what teachers we listen to, what books we read, and how we 
choose which church to attend. Instead of evaluating churches based upon fleshly, con-
sumer driven credentials, we would seek the churches that are a work of the Spirit, not the 
consumer friendly product of talented teams. 

If this is a gift you desire, simply pray something like, "Lord, I desire to follow you with 
all of my heart� Lord, I have no desire for the empty things of the world, but only what is from 
you� Lord, would you give me a discerning heart when it comes to ministries, teachings, and 
events? Would you baptize my mind, my heart, and my will with the Holy Spirit?" 

If the Holy Spirit decides to give you this gift, He will clearly show you what is of the  
Lord and what is of flesh. Books you've read, teachers, pastors, or worship bands you previ-
ously listened to might not be so appealing, because the Lord will help you to sense what is 
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of Him, and what is nothing more than a human endeavor. If the Lord doesn't give you this 
gift, I highly recommend finding another believer who has this gift. Listen to them. Trust 
them as their evaluations prove true. Always remember, the primary purpose of spiritual 
gifts is to build other people up and glorify the Lord. This precious gift builds up the body 
of Christ by making sure we are laser-like focused upon the works built by His Spirit and 
not on efforts established by human flesh.  

The Gift of Tongues

���to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, 1 Corinthians 12:10d

We come to what is, without a doubt, the most controversial gift of the Spirit in Chris-
tendom. The gift of tongues is spiritual ability to speak praises to God in an unknown 
foreign language without learning it beforehand.22 To see this gift in action we need only 
look at the first pouring out of the Holy Spirit on the Church at Pentecost. 

When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place� Suddenly 
a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the 
whole house where they were sitting� They saw what seemed to be tongues of 
fire that separated and came to rest on each of them� All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled 
them� —Acts 2:1-4, emphasis added 

Later on in Acts we see other Jesus followers speaking with the 
gift of tongues in chapter 10, 

While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all 
who heard the message� The circumcised believers who had come with Pe-
ter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even 
on Gentiles� For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God�”  
—Acts 10:44-46, emphasis added

It is tragic that this gift has brought so much disunity and strife in the Body of Christ. 
The division over tongues hasn’t been caused the spiritual gift itself. Instead, the divide 
stems from the abuse of tongues. By human nature we are enamored with the supernatural. 
That interest begins as a fascination, or a yearning for some visible proof of the existence 
and reality of the invisible divine. Thus, when exposed to the idea of speaking in tongues, an 
audible manifestation that seemingly proves what we believe is true, then we become ob-
sessed with the experience. Tongues becomes a proof, not only of God, but of our standing 
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in Jesus. Thereby, false doctrine develops that the gift of tongues is evidence of authentic sal-
vation. This in turn puts tremendous pressure on people desiring God to speak in tongues, 
even if it wasn't the Holy Spirit's choice to give them that particular gift. The manufactured 
version only defames the reputation of that church, and defames the name of Jesus Christ.

Such abuses confuse the gifts of the spirit with fruit. Gifts are not evidence of genuine 
salvation. No, that is not what Scripture says to look for to evaluate whether or not a person 
is saved. Instead, we are to look for fruit, 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control� Against such things there is no law� 
—Galatians 5:22-23   

You can identify a tree by its fruit. If you see an apple, you know it is an apple tree. If you 
see a banana, you know its a banana tree. You can identify a true follower of Jesus, not by a 
person speaking in tongues, but rather by the fruit in their lives. Are they exhibiting a life 
of agape love? Love that is full of joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. If so, that is evidence of true faith. If not, even if they speak in 
tongues, it is evidence that they are not a true Jesus Follower.  

Too many churches have drifted beyond the biblical scope of the gift of tongues and its 
function, and the gift itself is worshiped. Outside of biblical guidelines, what is intended to 
praise God and build up the church is twisted into a prideful experience far from the heart 
of God. 

That’s what we see occurring in the church at Corinth. Instead of an act of love and 
praise, tongues was being twisted into a selfish act leveraged to draw attention to self. So, the 

Apostle Paul provided clear guidelines that are wilfully ignored or 
ignorantly neglected in many churches. Paul uses his primary spiri-
tual gift of prophecy to correct the Corinthians by writing in chapter 
14, 

If anyone speaks in a tongue, two—or at the most three—
should speak, one at a time, and someone must inter-
pret� If there is no interpreter, the speaker should keep 
quiet in the church and speak to himself and to God� 
—1 Corinthians 14:27-28

In churches enamored with tongues, you may find dozens, if 
not hundreds of people, speaking in chaos without an interpreter. 

Churches that allow such events are in direct disobedience to this Scripture. Abuses such 
as this, and other corruptions of the Name of the Holy Spirit, have led many churches and 
denominations to an opposite response, to argue this gift has ceased. I understand their 
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reserve towards speaking in tongues, and I respect their scriptural arguments from 1 Corinthians 
13:8-10; 

Love never fails� But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, 
they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away� For we know in part 
and we prophesy in part, but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears� 
— 1 Corinthians 13:8-10 

The cessationists viewpoint argues that at the time the Apostle Paul wrote 1 Corinthians, the 
Church did not have the complete canon of Scripture. Thus, the reasoning goes, the gifts of proph-
ecy and tongues would cease as soon as the full canon was complete (i.e. as soon as the book of 
Revelation was written). Again, I respect this argument, but I do not agree based upon the context 
of 1 Corinthians 13 and Paul's incomplete knowledge about when or how the canon would be 
completed with the book of Revelation in AD 95. Therefore, I reject the teaching that this gift has 
ceased. Instead, it is an important gift that should be practiced within the boundaries clearly laid 
out in 1 Corinthians chapter 14. 

How do you begin speaking in tongues? 

As I shared in chapter 4, tongues it is not my primary gift, but I have experienced it the two 
times I spoke about earlier. If you desire to speak in tongues like I did, begin by spending time 
praying, maybe worshiping in song. Then pray and ask. Ask the Lord to 
baptize your mind and your tongue with the Holy Spirit. Then, don’t focus 
on the words or noises you are speaking, instead, focus on praising the 
Lord with your heart, mind, and tongue and allow your tongue to speak. If 
the Holy Spirit chooses to give you the gift of tongues, then you will start 
speaking in a foreign language or even a heavenly language. If not, it’ll be 
gibberish. But it will be gibberish spoken in praise to God because your 
heart and mind are focused on the Lord. Remember, God delights in your 
faith and desire to worship, so do not fear speaking unknown words and 
sounds in His presence. He’s more concerned about your heart than about 
the results.  

Speaking in tongues in personal, private use, can strengthen your daily walk and gives you the 
power to commune with God on a deep, spiritual level. However, if it is used publicly in a church, 
it must be used in conjunction with the next gift Paul lists in 1 Corinthians 12. 

The Interpretation of Tongues

"…and to still another the interpretation of tongues�” —1 Corinthians 12:10e
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The gift of the interpretation of tongues is the ability to give the sense or meaning of 
an utterance in tongues, by the Holy Spirit, without learning the language beforehand. 
It’s proper use is described in the verses we just read in 1 Corinthians 14, 

What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When you come together, each 
of you has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an 
interpretation� Everything must be done so that the church may be built 
up� If anyone speaks in a tongue, two—or at the most three—should speak, 
one at a time, and someone must interpret� If there is no interpreter, the 
speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and to God�”  
—1 Corinthians 14: 26-28 

You might be surprised that for an example of the gift of interpretation can be found in 
the Old Testament of Daniel. Daniel was part of the group exiled to Babylon from Israel. We 
pick up the story when Nebuchadnezer's son throws a banquet.  

King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand of his nobles and drank 
wine with them� While Belshazzar was drinking his wine, he gave orders to 
bring in the gold and silver goblets that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken 
from the temple in Jerusalem, so that the king and his nobles, his wives and 
his concubines might drink from them� So they brought in the gold goblets that 
had been taken from the temple of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his 
nobles, his wives and his concubines drank from them� As they drank the wine, 
they praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and stone�
Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the 
wall, near the lampstand in the royal palace� The king watched the hand as it 
wrote� His face turned pale and he was so frightened that his legs became weak 
and his knees were knocking�—Daniel 5:1-6

The fingers of God, likely an appearance of Jesus in his pre-in-
carnate form, appears and writes words of a foreign language on 
the wall. For our study, these words on the wall would represent 
someone speaking in the gift of tongues.  

The king summoned the enchanters, astrologers and diviners� Then he 
said to these wise men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writing and tells 
me what it means will be clothed in purple and have a gold chain placed 
around his neck, and he will be made the third highest ruler in the kingdom�” 
—Daniel 5:7
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No one could interpret the foreign words on the wall, until the 
queen suggested they call in Daniel. He was brought before the 
king and provided an interpretation. 

“This is the inscription that was written: 
MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN 
“Here is what these words mean: 
Mene: God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end 
Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting� 
Peres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians�” 
—Daniel 5:25-28

Daniel was able to take words written in a foreign language and understand the inter-
pretation of what each word meant by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The purpose of the gift of interpretation is to bless those present when someone else 
receives the gift of tongues. When someone speaks in a tongue, the Holy Spirit manifests 
that gift to build up the spirit and heart of that believer—this is a good thing. However, if 
someone speaks in a tongue in a public setting, people listening in are not built up, but only 
the person speaking—this is a good thing. Paul makes this point by contrasting the gift of 
tongues with the gift of prophecy.

For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to people but to God� In-
deed, no one understands them; they utter mysteries by the Spirit� But the 
one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, 
encouraging and comfort� Anyone who speaks in a tongue 
edifies themselves, but the one who prophesies edifies the 
church� I would like every one of you to speak in tongues, but 
I would rather have you prophesy� The one who prophesies is 
greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless someone 
interprets, so that the church may be edified�—1 Corinthians 
14:2-5

The interpreter is, by the power of the Spirit, given understand-
ing of the specific words or the general meaning of the message in 
tongues and communicates that insight to others, so they too can 
be edified and join in praising God. The individual speaking in a 
tongue is not the only one to be built up, but rather everyone hears 
the interpretation and are strengthened, encouraged, and comforted as well.  

How do you receive the gift of interpretation of tongues? 
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The interpretation of tongues is unique in that it is specific to a the criteria of a gathering 
of believers. It is only given when at least two Jesus Followers are present. 

For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them�” 
—Matthew 18:2

There is no need for the Spirit to provide an interpretation of tongues when someone is 
given the gift of tongues while by themselves. This is because the purpose of speaking in a 
tongue individually is for personal edification (1 Corinthians 14:4). However, if more than 
one believer is present an interpretation is needed, or the person speaking should keep the 
tongue to themselves.   

If you are in an appropriate gathering of believers, where someone has spoken in a 
tongue, the leader of the gathering should pause and ask for an interpretation. Those present 
should pray and ask the Lord something like, "Lord, someone has just spoken in tongues. 
Lord, we desire to understand what was just spoken, so we can actively agree in our hearts 
and proclaim praise to your name. If it's your will, would you baptize my mind and heart in 
your Spirit for an interpretation." 

If the Holy Spirit chooses to give you or someone else in the group the gift of interpreta-
tion of tongues, then there will be an impression of the meaning of the phrase just spoken or 
a literal interpretation of each word. Whoever the Spirit reveals the interpretation to needs 
in faith, to speak out the words to the gathering, so that everyone can agree in praise. If no 
one receives an interpretation, then the person speaking in tongues should be instructed to 
keep the speaking in a foreign or angelic language to themselves.  

 
This first list of Spiritual Gifts in 1 Corinthians 12 finishes up in verse 11, 

All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to 
each one, just as he determines� —1 Corinthians 12:11

Processing Questions
These questions are designed for small group discussions� However, if you're reading this book 
on your own, grab a pen and use these questions to processes individually� 

1. Look back through the various gifts and the descriptions listed in this chapter. How 
are the explanations different then you've heard gifts described in the past? 
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2. Compare these descriptions to explanations you've heard in the past. How does 
basing them out of biblical examples keep us on target for their proper use and 
function? 

3. How does sticking to biblical examples of these gifts keep us from humanizing the 
gifts, making more palatable, or mistakenly mislabeling a talent as a spiritual gift? 

4. For each gift, there is a description of how to receive the gifts you desire. What are 
the common themes in the instructions?   

5. As we ask to be baptized in the Spirit, why is it important to remember it is not our 
choice as to what gift we receive, but it is the Holy Spirit's decision?
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9
The Spiritual Gifts Listed in  

Romans 12
We find other gifts of the Spirit listed in Romans chapter 12. The inventory begins 

in verse 4, 

For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members 
do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one 
body, and each member belongs to all the others� We have different gifts, ac-
cording to the grace given to each of us� If your gift is prophesying, then proph-
esy in accordance with your faith; —Romans 12:4-6 

We’ve already discussed the spiritual gift of prophecy in the last chapter detailing the 
list in first Corinthians 12, so let’s skip to the next gift listed, 

The Give of Serving

���if it is serving, then serve; —Romans 12:7a 

Commonly this gift is referred to as the gift of helps, or helping. But here it is translated 
as serving. The gift of serving is the spiritual ability to come alongside others and support 
them and their ministry in physical ways. This isn’t to say that only people with the gift 
of service are able to serve, nor does it mean that you need to the gift of service in order to 
serve. It simply means that there are people, baptized in the Holy Spirit, who are especially 
gifted and empowered to meet practical needs in the Church through acts of serving. 

When I think of someone with the spiritual gift of serving I think of Dan Canfield. I 
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often joke that our church would fall apart if Dan Canfield ever died—and it's pretty much 
not hyperbole. Dan is just a humble man who impacts our church with the spiritual gift of 
serving. Dan isn't there to check a box, our out of obligation, he serves because he is driven 
to see needs and do whatever it takes to meet those needs. He is always on campus, always 

doing something, and always completing any job demanding at-
tention before being asked. If you come on a Sunday at 7 a.m. 
you'll see him vacuuming the sound booth. Stop by an hour  after 
the final service you will find him taking out the trash. If some-
one is power washing the walk way, fixing the radio tower for our 
radio station, or hanging sail shades across our amphitheater—if 
there’s a job to be done—9 times out of 10, it'll be Dan on top of 
the ladder. Here's the truth about Dan; he will see things no one 
else sees, and much of what he does no one will ever see, includ-
ing me the Senior Pastor. But the Lord sees Him and the Holy 
Spirit has spiritual gifted Dan for the work He has called Him to.  

The Apostle Paul provides an awesome example of this sim-
ple, but powerful, gift in action in the person of Epaphroditus. 
That’s probably a name you don’t know—most believers have 
never even heard of her. Accordingly, that is a trademark of this 
spiritual gift. Often, people with the spiritual gift do things be-

hind the scenes, that no one sees or acknowledge. But The Lord sees it, and so did Paul. Just 
listen to what Paul said about Epaphroditus, 

But I think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother, co-
worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger, whom you sent to take 
care of my needs� For he longs for all of you and is distressed because you heard 
he was ill� Indeed he was ill, and almost died� But God had mercy on him, and 
not on him only but also on me, to spare me sorrow upon sorrow� Therefore I 
am all the more eager to send him, so that when you see him again you may be 
glad and I may have less anxiety� So then, welcome him in the Lord with great 
joy, and honor people like him, because he almost died for the work of Christ� 
He risked his life to make up for the help you yourselves could not give me�”— 
Philippians 2:25-30 

God knew the apostle Paul needed practical help to get the job done. He had , behind 
the scene needs, so the Holy Spirit led the church to send Paul Epahroditus, who was bap-
tized in the Spirit and given the spiritual gift of serving to, just like Dan Canfield, see the 
needs and meet them without being asked. This wasn’t just helping out or serving in hu-
man strength. But serving at the point his very life was in danger to make sure all of Paul’s 
logistical needs were met so that Paul could focus on what the Holy Spirit had called him 
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to—spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ. I can express my gratefulness for people like Dan 
Canfield in our church. Or Wayne, Tim, Lauren, Pete, Joe, John, Rich, and Laura and James, 
or Khalen, or innumerable other people who just have that spiritual gift of helps. Behind 
the scenes to build up the church.

How do you receive the gift of serving? 

As with all the spiritual gifts, the gift of serving begins in time with the Lord. Just spend 
time in the presence of Jesus; worshiping, praying, and reading Scripture. As your heart is 
surrendered more and more to the Lord you can pray something like this, "Lord, I desire to 
reflect your heart towards other people by loving, serving, and meeting people's needs� Jesus, 
would you baptize me in the Holy Spirit, immerse me in the fire of His presence and reveal the 
spiritual gifts He chooses for me�" Then, simply look for a vacuum and fill it. Show up early 
on a Sunday morning to see what you can do to help, and stick around all morning to look 
for ways for simple needs. 

One caution: don't force your way into areas you're not in-
vited (like standing in the sound booth, or taking over the infor-
mation desk from the people trained and authorized for those 
ministries). Instead, focus on the tasks that don’t require special-
ized knowledge. If you have skills that can be implemented in 
service in more specialized areas, meet with the ministry leader 
first before diving in. During the week, look for needs around the 
church campus and meet those needs without being asked. There 
is always a need for things like picking up litter, emptying full 
trash cans, or cleaning the kitchen. Being a servant in whatever 
ministry area one serves in is the real goal. Even if you're not 
given the gift of service by the Holy Spirit, Jesus taught all of his 
disciples to serve.

“Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them� Not so 
with you� Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your 
servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— just as the Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 
for many�””— Matthew 20:25-28 

So regardless of whether you like serving or find it easy, the Christ follower who makes 
service a lifestyle will experience great joy when their behind the scenes service has made 
them great in God’s kingdom. A willing heart and obedience to the Holy Spirit at work 
within a person regarding service, are the conditions needed for the Holy Spirit to come 
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upon the believer in power to build the Kingdom.

The Gift of Teaching

���it is teaching, then teach;” —Romans 12:7b  

It might be because this is the primary gift the Spirit has given to me and I know my own 
heart, but the gift of teaching, in my opinion, is one of the easiest spiritual gifts to confuse 
with natural talent and skill. I say this because there are many talented teachers we would 
suspect have the spiritual gift of teaching, yet it's not a gift of the Spirit but instead natural 
aptitude or training. Do not mishear me. There is nothing wrong with being a talented 
educator because they are invaluable to impart knowledge, teach difficult concepts, and 
challenged students to be their best selves both in school and in life. However, the spiritual 
gift is significantly distinct. The gift of teaching is marked by someone teaches the Bible, 

whether they are skilled or not, with the authority of God and 
heart-transformation results. Teaching communicates knowl-
edge. Knowledge opens doors, leads to success, and surely can lead 
to a better life. However, in itself, human teaching rarely changes a 
heart. Paul himself wrote to a church filled with knowledge, yet all 
of that information wasn’t producing Christlike hearts.

We know that “We all possess knowledge�” But knowledge 
puffs up while love builds up� —1 Corinthians 8:1 

 The definitive example, biblically, is Jesus Christ. If you want to see the ultimate ex-
ample of the gift of teaching in action, then look to Jesus. When He taught, He wasn’t just 
imparting knowledge, or opening doors to success for people. His words carried weight 
and led to the metamorphosis of hearts. In fact, people were astonished by what he said and 
“hung on his every word”. 

Luke chapter 24, records an interaction that occurred after Jesus rose from the dead and 
he appeared to two of his followers walking on a road to Emmaus. They were walking and 
discussing Jesus' crucifixion, expressing how sad and how disheartened they were because 
they thought that Jesus might have been the Messiah. That is when Jesus begins teaching to 
these two men: 

He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and 
then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself�  
—Luke 24:25-27 
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We know Jesus was living out the spiritual gift of teaching, not 
from what he communicated, but from the response in the 
hearts of the listeners. 

They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within 
us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scrip-
tures to us?” —Luke 24:32 

Do you see the difference? Jesus wasn't merely teach-
ing information, but His words had supernatural 
power to open the minds of these two men, enabling 
them to understand for the first time the meaning of 
Scriptures they had heard their entire lives. Notice 
also what the crowds said of Jesus’ teaching and how it was so 
different from the Jewish teachers of the law. 

When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teach-
ing, because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law�  
—Matthew 7:28-29 

I’m sure there were gifted teachers among the Jewish authorities and scribes—talented 
men who were skilled at holding attention and orating on Scripture. But Jesus was differ-
ent. His teaching packed a punch because it was authoritative. The gift of teaching is more 
than communicating information. It is packs certainty, an inherent power, it will astonish 
people and set the teaching from Scripture apart from the mere opinions of humans. That 
authority comes from Jesus through the spiritual gift of teaching via the Holy Spirit and 
leads to heart transformation. I say it this way. Human teaching can change a human brain, 
but only the spiritual gift of teaching can transform a human heart.

How do you receive the gift of teaching? 

First a warning about desiring the gift of teaching. That warning comes courtesy of James, 
Jesus' half-brother. 

Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because you 
know that we who teach will be judged more strictly� We all stumble in many 
ways� Anyone who is never at fault in what they say is perfect, able to keep 
their whole body in check�—James 3:1-2 

The context of this warning is James launching into instruction 

Human teaching 
can change a 

human brain, but 
only the spiritual 
gift of teaching 
can transform a 

human heart.



— 120 —

on how difficult it is to tame the tongue. How...

With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse human 
beings, who have been made in God’s likeness�—James 3:9

The point is clear. Before you rush into becoming a teacher of God’s word, it is good to con-
sider and to understand the great responsibility that comes with the role. Your life will be 
judged not by what you preach, but by your lifestyle and behavior. You will be judged more 
strictly by both people, and by the Lord himself. 

If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay 
or straw, their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it 
to light� It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each 
person’s work� If what has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward� 
If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though 
only as one escaping through the flames�—1 Corinthians 3:12-15

God can still change lives through a teacher even when that teach-
er is being motivated by selfish gain, but when a teacher is judged 
by the Lord for rewards, whatever was of flesh will be burned 
away. That teacher will still be saved, but "even though only as one 
escaping through the flames."  All of this to say, be careful what 
you wish for. A desire to teach God's Word is a good thing. How-
ever, it is a high calling full of hazards and pitfalls.

With that said, if you find yourself with the opportunity to 
teach God's Word to other people, and you have an ability to com-
municate effectively through teaching, and desire to be used by 

God for greater works than just instructional impact, you likely desire the gift of teaching.  
First, spend time worshiping and enjoying fellowship with the Lord. Read God's Word, not 
the passage you are teaching, but rather a separate passage, purely to hear the Lord's voice 
speaking to you. Then when it comes time to study the passage you will be teaching, pray 
something along these lines, "Lord, I have an opportunity to represent you, and communicate 
your word to people� Lord, as I study this passage, would you baptize my mind, my heart, and 
my intellect with your Spirit?  Please manifest in me whatever spiritual gifts are needed to 
understand and grasp this passage?  God please give me a vision for how to teach your word 
effectively and please come upon me as I teach your word for the building up of your body and 
for your Glory Lord�” Then study—and I mean study! It is critical to be listening to the Holy 
Spirit within when you are preparing to teach God's Word. Before I step foot in the pulpit 
I have usually examined the passage, researched and prepared the illustrations over a three 
day period that begins Thursday and ends late Saturday night. Each day I begin this time 
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praying, "Lord, baptize my mind, my heart, my intellect in your Holy Spirit�"  
When it comes time to actually teach, then again pray something along the lines of, 

"Lord, you've been faithful to baptize me in the Spirit in my preparation, now Lord, as I step 
out to represent you, and your Word, would you baptize me in the Holy Spirit? Immerse me in 
the fire of your presence and manifest the gifts the Holy Spirit chooses to give me to accomplish 
Your purposes�"

If the Holy Spirit chooses to give you the gift of teaching, whether you are skilled as a 
teacher, or not, the authority of God will produce life-change results. 

The Gift of Encouragement

…if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; —Romans 12:8a 

This gift of encouragement is commonly called exhortation because of the old King James 
Version. The original Greek word here for encourage is the word parakalōn. Which liter-
ally means to “come along side and call.” People with this gift of encouragement are those 
people the Holy Spirit has gifted come along side us and call us up or lift us up. People 
with this gift encourage and urge us to put into action the things we know we should be do-
ing.23 People with this gift are baptized in the Spirit to and receive the ability to come close 
to people causing them to feel uplifted, guided, helped, or corrected yet loved and accepted. 
This differs from the gift of prophecy in that the recipient of the encouragement doesn't feel 
rebuked, but rather elevated. This differs from the gift of prophecy in that the recipient of 
the encouragement doesn't feel rebuked, but rather elevated. When the Holy Spirit comes 
upon a believer empowering that person with the gift of encouragement, weak people are 
strengthened, hurt and wounded feel reassured, those who have 
made mistakes are gently corrected, and those who are disheart-
ened feel encouraged. On behalf of everyone in the Church who 
has been the beneficiary of people manifesting this gift, let me 
just say "thank you God for this gift!" It’s easy to find a man with 
this spiritual gift in the book of Acts. His name was Joseph, but 
he had a famous nickname, 

Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called 
Barnabas (which means “son of encouragement”), 
—Acts 4:36 

Joseph was so baptized in the Spirit with this gift in encouragement, so supporting and 
inspiring, that they gave him the nickname, “Son of Encouragement�” 

When I think of a man I'd give a similar nickname to it would be Dan Bellows. Dan is 
truly a Barnabas in our church. He is a lover of God and people. Dan is regularly baptized 
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in the Spirit of God and has, more than once, come along side and lifted me out of the dol-
drums of the ministry grind. But Dan doesn't just encourage me. He consistently comes 
alongside people throughout our community to lift them up in dark seasons. 

Sadly, as I write this, Dan is in the second year of a battle against stomach cancer. Know-
ing Dan so well, as I do, I know the hardest part of this battle has not been the chemothera-
py, the radiation, or the loosing his hair (which wasn't much in the first place). Instead, the 
most agonizing aspect of this battle has been the separation from family and people. He has 
not been able to come alongside and encourage people in the church. We cannot wait for 
Dan to be back, actively involved in loving people in our fellowship. Our gatherings have 
been noticeably different without the gift of encouragement shining through him.

How do you receive the gift of encouragement? 

This is a precious gift to desire—we need more people like Dan Bellows manifesting 
this spiritual gift. As with all the gifts it begins with prayer and time with the Lord. Pray 
something like these words, "Lord, I desire to be an encouragement to people� I desire to come 
alongside people and lift people up, to breath life into them, like Barnabas� Lord, would you 
baptize my mind, and my heart in your Spirit? Would you baptize my tongue with the fire of 
your presence that I would speak your words to people in need?" Then, keep your encourage-
ment radar engaged. Watch for people who are down, and in need of encouragement. Put 
away your pride, and your fear of saying the wrong things, open your mouth, and encour-
agement to them. You may want to speak Scripture over them, or pause ask them what they 
are struggling with and listen to them. 

If the Spirit has chosen to give you the gift of encouragement then you will find joy like 
you've rarely experienced before, and you will not be able to wait until you have another 
chance come alongside another person to speak life into them. If not, then this probably 
isn't a gift the Spirit has selected for you. But, at least you have been obedient to what all 
believers are called to do in Paul's first letter to the Church at Thessalonica. 

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you 
are doing�—1 Thessalonians 5:11

The Gift of Giving

…if it is giving, then give generously; —Romans 12:8b 

Interestingly, Joseph, this man from Acts chapter 4 nicknamed “The Son of Encourage-
ment” seems to have another gift as well. It appears he also received the gift of giving. 

The gift of giving is the spiritual ability to joyfully give financially or materially 
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above and beyond. This is someone so full of the Holy Spirit, So, baptized in the Spirit 
that to them it is their great joy to go beyond a tithe or simple offering. Instead, they are 
overwhelming generous beyond human explanation. We see this in Joseph called Barnabas, 
Look again at Acts chapter 4, 

Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called 
Barnabas (which means “son of encouragement”), sold a 
field he owned and brought the money and put it at the 
apostles’ feet� —Acts 4:36-37 

What a beautiful act to so freely give—not out of bitterness or 
obligation, but out of a heart of encouragement to bless and build 
up. Note, the gift of giving doesn’t always have exclusively finan-
cial, but also the one who possesses the gift of giving has the abil-
ity to give of their personal possessions for individual people or 
families in need. The purpose of this magnanimous donation of  
time and treasure is purely for the advancement of the kingdom. 
This giving is consistent with a sense of joyous sacrifice and such 
delight in giving that the attitude becomes contagious throughout the church. 

When I think of the gift of giving, I think of my friend Rich. Rich is a successful nursery-
man who has used his business success to freely build up pastors and Christian leaders. I've 
have been blown away by his generosity to both my ministry, and to the other ministries he 
believes in. Rich is one of the most significant givers I have ever seen when it comes to time 
and talent in building the Kingdom of God. Rich moved away to another town a few years 
ago, but even to this day I still receive a gift card anonymously each year to a fine French 
restaurant for a date night with my wife. Rich is a treasure who freely gives his treasure to 
the Lord. 

Here's another note on the gift of giving. You don't have to be a successful businessper-
son to receive this gift. This gift has nothing to do with the size of your bank account, but 
rather with the size of your God. The Holy Spirit can choose to bestow this gift to a person 
working hourly at a fast-food restaurant, just as He can choose to give the gift of giving to a 
CEO of a fortune 500 company. 

How do you receive the gift of giving? 

Most of us are fairly tight with our finances. It can be even a struggle each pay check to 
go online and pay the tithe—believe me I know. But wow would I love to experience the 
pleasure people like Rick, functioning in the gift of giving, gain from so generously support-
ing the church and other ministries. Why does he do it? Because he loves giving. It is his 
greatest joy. 
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Receiving this gift could not be more straightforward. Simply pray something like, 
"Lord, I desire to honor you with my material possessions and my finances� But Lord, I want 
to truly enjoy giving� Lord, would you baptize my mind, my heart, and my wallet? Immerse 
me in the fire of your presence�" Then, take a chance, and give beyond and beyond your 
normal amount. If you tithe, then tithe 10% of your income and look for an opportunity 
to give more. It could be to the church, a missionary, someone in need in the community, 
a homeless family, or to an opportunity the Holy Spirit brings to mind. As you give, if you 
experience joy and you cannot wait to give more, then that's a great sign the Holy Spirit has 
chosen to give you the gift of giving. If not, then this is not the gift for you. But at least you 
gave a little more this paycheck to bless someone and build the Kingdom. 

The Gift of Leadership

…if it is to lead, do it diligently;” Romans 12:8c 

The gift of leadership is the spiritual ability to lead a group of people in a deep walk 
with the Lord, a great mission from God or even within church government.24 Again, a 
spiritual gift that is easy to confuse with natural talent. This is because there are many tal-
ented leaders out there who have led and organized people to accomplish great things in the 
name of Jesus. However, the achievement had more to do with leadership talent as opposed 
to being a work of the Holy Spirit. But the gift of leadership isn’t dependent upon our own 
human capability. Actually, this gift is regularly demonstrated in those who lack natural 
abilities to influence others. 

For an example of this gift in action we look to Moses in the Old Testament. Undoubt-
edly, God called and chose Moses for a great purpose of leading people. Nonetheless, it is 
important to notice a few things about Moses. 

First, he was well trained in leadership—raised in the royal Egyptian household and 
trained at the best schools. He had the best of worldly skill and 
knowledge. However, he had weaknesses that would limit his hu-
man leadership potential. We’ll pick up the story as Moses stands 
before God appearing to him in the burning bush. 

“So now, go� I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people 
the Israelites out of Egypt�” 
But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pha-
raoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 
And God said, “I will be with you�” —Exodus 3:10-12a 

The natural limitations of Moses’ leadership talent 
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was irrelevant. It was because God was with him and would give 
him the supernatural ability to shepherd the people. Moses has a 
thousand excuses of why he can’t do it. He explains to God why 
he can’t lead—closing with in his below average speaking ability, 

Moses said to Yahweh, “Pardon your servant, Lord� I have never been elo-
quent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant� I am slow 
of speech and tongue�” 
Yahweh said to him, “Who gave human beings their mouths? Who makes 
them deaf or mute? Who gives them sight or makes them blind? Is it not 
I, Yahweh? Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say�”  
—Exodus 4:10-12 

What a beautiful example of how the gift of leadership works. It’s not the innate lead-
ership potential of the person, but rather the power of the Holy Spirit to lead through a 
humble servant baptized in the Spirit. Might I suggest that too often, in the church today, 
we miss out on the spiritual gift of leadership? 

Pause, for a few moments, and consider how we select pastors today. Obviously the gift 
of leadership is given to way more people in the church than simply pastors, however, the 
way pastors are chosen, in the United States, demonstrates how far we've drifted from a bib-
lical understanding for the qualifications for leadership and settled for earthly credentials.  

More often then not, churches searching for new leadership, contact one of several 
pastoral headhunting organizations (just like a corporation seeking a new CEO would). 
These hiring firms interview the board and congregation, of the church, in order to find the 
type of candidate they'd see as a good fit for their ministry.  The 
search company weeds out applicants through online applications 
using key word algorithms (just like the world uses). Those ap-
plicants who cut the muster are invited into a rigorous interview 
processes to eliminate weak candidates to find that one great in-
herently charismatic leader to take that church to glory and suc-
cess. The headhunting firm presents two or three of these high ca-
pacity leaders as candidates for the church to select from. Finally 
the hiring committee from the Church is brought into the process 
to select that one perfect interviewee as their candidate. 

I'm not saying prayer didn't play a part in this process, and that 
good pastors haven't been found this way. However, are we settling for the world's systems 
when searching for pastors and missing out on God's choices? Far too often churches who 
find natural born leaders, in this way, are brokenhearted a few years later when that charm-
ing pastor leaves for greener pastures and bigger opportunities under the guise of,  "The 
Lord is leading me elsewhere." I am convinced that the reason so many pastors leave for 
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bigger churches and greener pastures is because we use the world's 
methods to find leadership. The Apostle Paul reveals how God 
chooses leaders.

But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the 
wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the 
strong� God chose the lowly things of this world and the 
despised things—and the things that are not —to nullify 
the things that are, so that no one may boast before him�  
—1 Corinthians 1:27-29

 That is how God chose leaders; not through applications, not 
through algorithms, not through interviews, and not headhunting 

firms. That’s not what He did to choose an shepherd to lead the Israelites to freedom. God 
chose a man afraid to speak and transformed human history through a powerful spiritual 
gift of leadership.  

Am I say leadership ability is not important, that we should look for pastors and church 
leaders with no innate ability to lead? Absolutely not. We've learned about how natural 
talent is important and is a data point in discovering our calling (notice Moses did have 
tremendous leadership talent and education). What I am saying is that if we use the world's 
methods to choose pastoral leadership we will reap worldly results. For the past 50 years 
we've used the corporate worlds' systems to select church leadership. Might this explain 
why most churches are run like corporations? Conversely, what might happen if we selected 
leaders in the Church without applications, interviews, and headhunters? What if instead 
of searching for that one great naturally charismatic human to lead our church to glory we 
began discipling people with talent and passion, from within our own churches, to fit the 
biblical qualifications of leadership?  

Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires 
a noble task� Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, 
temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to 
drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money� 
He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him, 
and he must do so in a manner worthy of full respect� (If anyone does not 
know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 
He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall un-
der the same judgment as the devil� He must also have a good reputation 
with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap� 
—1 Timothy 3:1-7
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Obviously, the purpose of this chapter is not to do a biblical 
theology on pastoral hiring practices. However, I felt it a worthy 
discussion as a demonstration of the gift of leadership. Here's the 
point: this gift explains why God's priority is choosing people of great 
character to lead in the church, rather than choosing people of great 
capacity� 

Remember, our calling is that task, ministry area, or role God 
has wired us to serve in. At times, the Lord calls certain people in 
to positions of influence—where leadership is required in order to 
move people, as Bill Hybels used to say, from here to there.25 When 
God calls a person to a place of influence in the church through 
talent and passion, as they are baptized in the Spirit, the Holy Spirit 
can choose to give that person the gift of leadership. The results in 
this a person manifesting the gift of leadership are far superior to 
those results we settle for in the American Church, because that 
person's leadership is the work of the Spirit, not of the flesh. 

How do you receive the gift of leadership? 

While I've focused, for illustration's sake, upon pastoral leadership in this chapter, the 
reality is the church leads people manifesting the gift of leadership in each and every min-
istry of the Church. We need people with the gift of leadership in children's ministry, youth 
ministry, college ministry, street ministry, seniors ministry, the kitchen ministry, the clean-
ing ministry, and any other area were people are moved from here to there.26 If you are 
involved in any ministry that is influencing people towards Jesus, leadership is an amazing 
tool to have. 

If you desire the gift of leadership, spend some time with the Lord in worship and 
prayer. Pray something along these lines, "Lord, I have the opportunity to influence people 
towards you� Lord, I want to be an effective leader, but not through my strength, but through 
your dunamis power� Lord, would you baptize my mind, baptize my heart, and immerse me 
in the fire of your Holy Spirit� Come on me with gifts I need to do what you have called me 
to�" If the Holy Spirit chooses to give you the gift of leadership you will find tremendous joy 
in influencing and leading groups of people towards a deep walk with the Lord. If you try 
to lead people, but no one listens, no one follows, and it is a completely exhausting experi-
ence—then this is likely not a gift the Holy Spirit has chosen to give you. 

The Gift of Mercy
We end our list of Spiritual gifts in Romans 12 with this,  

…if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully�” Romans 12:8d 
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The gift of mercy is the ability to express compassionate loving action and lift up the 
one who is oppressed and to do it joyfully. The gift of mercy is more than a tender heart or 
a person in touch with their emotions. Any natural born person has the ability to experi-
ence emotion or have a tender heart. This is something different—this is spiritually pow-
ered mercy. It is a person baptized in the Holy Spirit so that their eyes see what others miss. 
They see people’s physical and spiritual needs through God's eyes. When they see someone, 
or a group of people, who are afflicted, oppressed, addicted, or impoverished, they respond 
with action and mobilization. The gift of mercy is manifested in compassion, sympathy, 
and patient endurance to willingly walk alongside people in the darkest moments of their 
life's journey. This gift motivates a joyous and voluntary giving of time, privacy, resources, 
and one's self in order to love and care for the impoverished, trapped, and oppressed in 
society. The disposition of people manifesting this gift does not correspond to the environ-
ments they minister in. Instead of labored effort; they find incredible joy ministering to 
the toughest audience. Their ministries are targeted towards those experiencing addiction, 
deep hurts, poverty, homelessness, depression, and the like. Often the people they minister 
too are trapped in lifestyles far from God. The gift of mercy gives believers the supernatural 
ability to love those whom the world considers to be unlovable. 

Acts chapter 9 tells the story of a woman with the gift of mercy, and just how much she 
meant to the people she served. Her name was Tabitha.  

In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her 
name is Dorcas); she was always doing good and helping the 
poor� About that time she became sick and died, and her body 
was washed and placed in an upstairs room� Lydda was near 
Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, 
they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come at 
once!” (This Woman Tabitha was so loved because of how 
much mercy she loved and served with) 
Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken up-
stairs to the room� All the widows stood around him, crying 

and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she 
was still with them� (You see the people Dorcas, called Tabitha, impacted with 
her life of mercy) 
Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed� 
Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up�” She opened her 
eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up� He took her by the hand and helped her to her 
feet� Then he called for the believers, especially the widows, and presented her 
to them alive�” —Acts 9:36-41 

The gift of mercy 
gives believers 

the supernatural 
ability to love those 

whom the world 
considers to be 

unlovable.
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Tabitha served with the spiritual gift of mercy, and was loved dearly. Don’t confuse the 
gift of mercy with the gift of service. There’s a difference. Obviously they are similar. The gift 
of serving or helps has to do with taking care of all the "behind the scenes" jobs. In contrast, 
the gift of mercy is serving people's immediate needs. This is a subtle difference, but both 
gifts are obviously critical to the church in building people up and building up the Body of 
Christ. 

How do you receive the gift of mercy? 

The gift of mercy is extraordinarily needed in today's society filled with lost, addicted, 
impoverished, and broken people. One only needs to drive down the street of any U.S. city 
to see the overwhelming needs with tents, broken down trailers, and drug paraphernalia 
filling sidewalks and every open space. People are broken and desperate for the love of Je-
sus. If your talent and passion is pointing you in this direction, and the still small voice of the 
Holy Spirit is calling you to do practically respond, you will need the gift of mercy. 

If so, pray something like this, "Lord, my heart is broken for what breaks your heart� 
Lord, I desire to step out and love those who the world has throne away� Lord, would you bap-
tize my mind, my eyes, and my heart in the fire of the Holy Spirit? Would you provide in my 
life the dunamis powered gifts needed to fulfill what you are called me to?" Then step out and 
look for opportunities to minister to the oppressed. Perhaps start with something simple 
like volunteering to serve in a food kitchen. Or, perhaps serve for an afternoon in a food 
pantry. If the Holy Spirit chooses to give you the gift of mercy, then this type of ministry will 
break your heart, but bring you so much joy that you will not be able to understand why 
everyone doesn't jump at the opportunity to serve in such ministries. If, you don't find an 
unexplainable joy in the experience, then this gift is likely not a gift the Spirit has chosen 
for you. However, even in the attempt you stepped out in obedience to practically serve and 
love the needy, and that is what the Lord calls us all to do.  

  
By now you should have completed ether the entire Wired Assessment online  

(at CalvaryMac.com/wired), or taken the paper form of the Wired Talent Inventory begin-
ning on page 57 and the Wired Passions Inventory beginning on page 73. These are the first 
two data points in the Calling Equation. In the next chapter we will discuss the final piece 
of that equation which is the still small voice of the Holy Spirit. 

But before we study the still small voice, make sure you have either completed the entire 
Wired Assessment online (at CalvaryMac.com/wired), or completed the Wired Spiritual Gift 
Inventory beginning on page 133. Again, these gifts are not a part of the Calling Equation. 
Instead, they will empower the ministry that God calls you to.  
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Processing Questions
These questions are designed for small group discussions� However, if you're reading this book 
on your own, grab a pen and use these questions to processes individually� 

1. Look back through the various gifts and the descriptions listed in this chapter. How 
are the explanations different then you've heard gifts described in the past. 

2. After completing the study of the spiritual gifts in 1 Corinthians 12 and Romans 12, 
how would you describe the difference in practice and purpose between spiritual 
gifts and natural talent? 

3. Review the section on the gift of leadership. This section spent quite a bit of time 
talking about the standard methods for selecting and choosing pastors in the United 
States. What would Jesus have to say to the modern Church using worldly systems 
to find pastoral candidates (i.e. headhunters, algorithms, applications, interviews, 
etc...)?  

4. After reading through the gifts listed in 1 Corinthians 12 and Romans 12, are there 
any gifts you have personally experienced that match these descriptions? If so, de-
scribe the circumstances and how it was manifested.

5. How has our study through 1 Corinthians 12 and Romans 12; changed, challenged 
or shaped the way you view spiritual gifts?  
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WIRED ASSESSMENT #3 - SPIRITUAL GIFT INVENTORY
NOTE: An online version of this assessment is available at calvarymac.com/wired.

Directions

1. Turn to the next page respond to each statement on Wired Spiritual Gift Inventory. 

2. For each of the spiritual gift statements, circle the number that corresponds with 
the response that most closely matches how you perceive yourself. Use the follow-
ing scale:

4 = ALWAYS - I experience this on a regular basis and definitely of the Spirit. 

3 = SOMETIMES - I have experienced this and definitely of the Spirit. 

2 = MAYBE? - Not sure if it's the Holy Spirit, or talent, but I have  
     experienced a form of this. 

1 = DESIRED - I have never experienced, but have a strong desire to  
                   experience this. 

0 = NOPE - I have never experienced this, nor have a strong desire to

3. After responding to each question, turn to the scoring grid on page 138 to analyze 
your results by adding up each column for a total for each letter.

For Best Results 

1. Keep in mind: there are no right or wrong answers. 

2. Be honest, and don't feel like you're bragging. This is a chance to identify what the 
Holy Spirit empowers you to do.

3. Answer according to who you are, not who you would like to be or think you should 
be. 
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0 = NOPE   1 = DESIRED   2 = MAYBE?   3 = SOMETIMES   4 = ALWAYS   

1. 0   1   2   3   4  - When challenging decisions need to be made, I have experienced  
     the Holy Spirit bringing to my mind a simple, clear solution that  
     puts the issue to rest. 

2. 0   1   2   3   4  - The Holy Spirit has impressed upon me information about a  
     person, an organization, or circumstance that I did hear from any  
     other source. 

3. 0   1   2   3   4  - The Holy Spirit has given me the ability to believe, beyond the  
     shadow of a doubt, that something will happen despite over 
     whelming evidence that it won’t happen.

4. 0   1   2   3   4  - When I have been praying over someone who is sick or injured  
     they have been cured or the injury is mended either instantly, or  
     within a short time period. 

5. 0   1   2   3   4  - I have experienced the Holy Spirit leading me to take practical  
     action in an impossible situation in which there was no human  
     solution, and God worked a specific wonder as a direct solution  
     to the formerly desperate circumstance.  

6. 0   1   2   3   4  - The Holy Spirit has brought to my mind and heart a message of  
     understanding, correction, repentance or encouragement that I  
     sense I am supposed to share with others, at a specific time and  
     circumstance, that is often accompanied by Scripture. 

7. 0   1   2   3   4  - While everyone else seems to pleased (by a teaching, ministry,  
     church, event, or person), I sensed the Holy Spirit revealing  
     whether or not something (or someone) was actually from the  
     Lord, or of the world. 

8. 0   1   2   3   4  - While worshiping, praying, or praising the Lord the Holy Spirit  
     has empowered me to speak in a language that is not my native  
     language, nor a language I have studied. 

9. 0   1   2   3   4  - When someone by the power of the Holy Spirit has spoken in  
     tongues, I sense the Holy Spirit leading me to provide the sense  
     of the sense or meaning of what was said so that others can join  
     agreement to the praise spoken. 

10. 0   1   2   3   4  - I sense the Holy Spirit leading me to see specific things that need  
     to get done at church or in people’s lives, that no one else seems to  
     be doing, and do what ever it takes to get those things done. 
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0 = NOPE   1 = DESIRED   2 = MAYBE?   3 = SOMETIMES   4 = ALWAYS   

11. 0   1   2   3   4  - When I communicate the Bible to others the Holy Spirit  
     empowers that information with authority that leads to Christlike  
     transformation. 

12. 0   1   2   3   4  - I have sensed the Holy Spirit leading me to come along side  
     people and lift them up.

13. 0   1   2   3   4  - I receive a great sense of joy, and it seems like a beautiful act of  
     worship, to give financially or materially above a standard tithe  
     (10% of income). 

14. 0   1   2   3   4  - Despite feeling unqualified, I have sensed the Holy Spirit leading  
     me to guide other people to reach a Kingdom goal, and group of  
     people followed. 

15. 0   1   2   3   4  - The Holy Spirit does not allow me to walk past people in need or  
     ignored in society. 

16. 0   1   2   3   4  - In times of division and strife, the Holy Spirit has impressed upon  
     me ways to resolve the tension with a godly response.  

17. 0   1   2   3   4  - I have experienced the Holy Spirit gently whispering to my heart  
     or mind impressions of hidden sin or unspoken needs someone  
     might have. 

18. 0   1   2   3   4  - I’ve sensed the Lord is at work (in a life, organization, or  
     circumstance), despite extended time of zero progress (or even  
     regression), and always knew God would get it done. 

19. 0   1   2   3   4  - As I have prayed over people I have sensed the Holy Spirit  
     touching a person’s body (through me) who is sick or injured,  
     and they have gotten demonstratively better. 

20. 0   1   2   3   4  - The Holy Spirit has worked through me to orchestrate a baffling  
     solution to a specific circumstance in which there was no human  
     answer or hope. 

21. 0   1   2   3   4  - The Holy Spirit has led me to share an encouragement,  
     correction, or message to other people that, when I shared it, was  
     filled with authority. 

22. 0   1   2   3   4  - The Holy Spirit has clearly revealed to me whether a ministry,  
     person, teaching, or event is from God, or from the world, before  
     anyone else was aware. 
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0 = NOPE   1 = DESIRED   2 = MAYBE?   3 = SOMETIMES   4 = ALWAYS   

23. 0   1   2   3   4  - At certain when I am praising the Lord the Holy Spirit leads me  
     to speak in words or phrases I do not understand, but I trust is   
     praise to the Lord. 

24. 0   1   2   3   4  - I have experienced hearing a foreign tongue spoken in church and  
     I immediately sensed, by the power of the Holy Spirit, the  
     meaning of what was said. 

25. 0   1   2   3   4  - I receive a great sense of joy, and it seems like a beautiful act of   
     worship, to perform unnoticed jobs.  

26. 0   1   2   3   4  - Students have told me that not only were difficult biblical ideas   
    or concepts made understandable, but that they choose to be more  
    Christlike as a result of authoritative truth I communicated.  

27. 0   1   2   3   4  - The Holy Spirit puts people on my heart that I sense He wants me   
     to support, lift, up, and breath life into.  

28. 0   1   2   3   4  - When I receive money unexpectedly, one of my first thoughts is to  
     share this gift with other people in need or to the church. 

29. 0   1   2   3   4  - I have experienced situations where people looked to me to step   
        up and take charge and through dependence upon the Holy Spirit  
     I guided those people to a deeper walk with Jesus. 

30. 0   1   2   3   4  - The Holy Spirit allows me to love the unlovable and it is my great   
          joy to care for and love those most oppressed, addicted, or  
     impoverished in society. 

31. 0   1   2   3   4  - The Holy Spirit brings thoughts to my heart or mind that have   
                 defused divided factions or brought about a clear solution a  
     formidable challenge. 

32. 0   1   2   3   4  - I have sensed the Holy Spirit giving me awareness that an  
     individual is struggling, or that something is off in someone’s life,   
     despite all appearances to the contrary. 

33. 0   1   2   3   4  - There are people, organizations, or situations that I never give up   
     on; knowing that God is at work (despite everyone else giving  
     up hope). 

34. 0   1   2   3   4  - When I have prayed over people who are either hurt or ill, they   
     have gotten better or been completely restored. 
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0 = NOPE   1 = DESIRED   2 = MAYBE?   3 = SOMETIMES   4 = ALWAYS   

35. 0   1   2   3   4  - The Holy Spirit has worked a unique supernatural act through me  
                 in which he solved a predicament. 

36. 0   1   2   3   4  - In times of prayer or worship I have sensed I am to share a  
     Scripture, an encouragement, a rebuke, or an impression. 

37. 0   1   2   3   4  - The Holy Spirit impresses upon my heart or mind, before an  
     long-term fruit is seen, what is truth verses error, what is Spirit  
     empowered verses flesh powered, or what is from God verses  
     what is from the enemy. 

38. 0   1   2   3   4  - The Holy Spirit allowing me to speak in languages I do not under 
     stand is an important part of times I am praising the Lord. 

39. 0   1   2   3   4  - The Holy Spirit’s power gives me the ability to translate a tongue  
     spoken so that everyone present can understand the message of  
     what was said and be built up.  

40. 0   1   2   3   4  - The Holy Spirit works through me to accomplish many behind  
     the scenes jobs so that others can use their spiritual gifts to build  
     the Kingdom. 

41. 0   1   2   3   4  - People have shared that they sensed the Holy Spirit speaking  
     directly to them through what I communicated from God’s Word. 

42. 0   1   2   3   4  - I have been prompted by the Holy Spirit to speak, write a note,  
     call, or message someone who needs support or to be lifted up. 

43. 0   1   2   3   4  - I sense the Spirit leads me to manage my time and money so that  
     I am able to give much of it to the work of the church or other  
     organizations.

44. 0   1   2   3   4  - I have sensed the Holy Spirit empowering me to coach a team of  
     people towards accomplishing a Kingdom mission or project. 

45. 0   1   2   3   4  - The Holy Spirit allows me to see people’s deep spiritual and great  
     physical needs through the eyes of God. When I see someone  
     afflicted, needy, or oppressed I respond with action and  
     mobilization. 
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Part 4 
God's Calling
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10
How do I Find My Calling?

Most of us are familiar with the calling of Isaiah because it is so spectacular. We 
read of it in Isaiah chapter 6. 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on 
a throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple� Above him were seraphim, 
each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they 
covered their feet, and with two they were flying� And they were calling to one 
another:
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory�”At 
the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple 
was filled with smoke�
“Woe to me!” I cried� “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 
among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD 
Almighty�”
Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had 
taken with tongs from the altar� With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, 
this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for� ”
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will 
go for us? ” And I said, “Here am I� Send me!”
He said, “Go”—Isaiah 6:1-9a 

Moreover, we have the call of the prophet Ezekiel, in exile in Babylon, living along the 
river when suddenly he receives this incredible vision of the glory of the Lord, 
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I looked, and I saw a windstorm coming out of the north —an immense cloud 
with flashing lightning and surrounded by brilliant light� The center of the fire 
looked like glowing metal,—Ezekiel 1:4 

The eternal glory of the Lord passes in front of Ezekiel in this 
astonishing scene of wonderment and nearly indescribable im-
agery culminating with him actually seeing the pre-incarnate, Je-
sus Christ, centuries before he was born in a manger, seated high 
above it all the throne. 

Above the vault over their heads was what looked like a throne of lapis lazuli, 
and high above on the throne was a figure like that of a man� 

That's Jesus. 

I saw that from what appeared to be his waist up he looked like glowing metal, 
as if full of fire, and that from there down he looked like fire; and brilliant light 
surrounded him� 

This description of is parallel and similar to John's description 
in Revelation, and Daniel’s description of Jesus in his glorified 
form. 

Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the 
radiance around him� This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of 
Yahweh� When I saw it, I fell facedown, and I heard the voice of one speaking� 
He said to me, “Son of man, stand up on your feet and I will speak to you� ” As 
he spoke, the Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and I heard him 
speaking to me� He said: “Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites,” —
Ezekiel 1:26-2:3

Boom—that is what I call a calling from God. 

The Still Small Voice
Clearly, with both Isaiah and Ezekiel, there was no doubt what the Lord was calling 

them too. God showed up in a powerful, dramatic, and awe inspiring ways to both of these 
men. I think for must of us, we crave that big huge moment. We crave lightning flashing 
from the throne of God, earthquakes, rocks shattering, and being overwhelmed with the 
presence of Almighty God. Here's the reality: God very well may reveal his calling on your 
life with such an experience. However, this is not how God calls most people. For most of 
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us, God’s calling comes in a much simpler form—like when Jesus called his disciples. 

As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon 
called Peter and his brother Andrew� They were casting a net into the lake, 
for they were fishermen� “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send 
you out to fish for people�” At once they left their nets and followed him�  
—Matthew 4:18-19 

Notice the same person, Jesus, that was there at the dramatic, thunder filled calling of 
Ezekiel, is the same Jesus there at the gentle calling of Peter and Andrew when Jesus simply 
said “Follow me�” 

Pause, remember the calling equation.  

(Talent + Passions) x SSV (Still Small Voice of the Holy Spirit) = Your Calling

This equation can be observed in how Jesus called his disciples. Remember your calling is 
the task, ministry or role God has wired you to serve in. The math is talent plus passions 
times the still small voice of the Holy Spirit equals your calling. What were Andrew and Peter 
innately skilled at? Obviously, their talent was fishing� It was their profession. What were 
they passionate about? Just like every fisherman you, or I have ever met, they were obsessed 
with catching fish. Their talent and passion put them in the right 
place. However, the final piece of the equation was what we’re 
calling the “still small voice�” To the disciples it was the voice of 
God in flesh saying “Follow me� And I’ll take what your natural 
talent and passion and I’ll multiply it into a new purpose� A King-
dom purpose� You’ll no longer catch fish, but you’ll fish for people�” 

So, where do we get that term “Still Small voice�” You may 
know it comes from the prophet Elijah in 1 Kings chapter 19. 
Elijah had just finished the dramatic showdown at Mount Car-
mel with the prophets of Baal in which God displayed His domi-
nance, reality, and living power. The evil foreign queen of Israel, 
Jezebel, who brought Baal worship into Israel, is furious. We pick 
up her response in verse 1 when the Israeli king Ahab, Jezebel’s 
husband, informs her of what happened, 

Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and how he had killed all 
the prophets with the sword� So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah to say, “May 
the gods deal with me, be it ever so severely, if by this time tomorrow I do not 
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make your life like that of one of them�” Elijah was afraid and ran for his life� 
—1 Kings 19:1-3a

Despite God displaying His power and wonder through Elijah, 
he was still terrified for his life. So he ran, eventually making it 
all the way to the land of Midian, in the land of Arabia, and the 
Mountain of God, Mt. Sinai. He climbed the mountain to a small 
cave. There he was completely isolated, depressed, and desperate 
to God’s voice—to hear what’s next.  

There he went into a cave and spent the night� And the word of Yahweh came 
to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
He replied, “I have been very zealous for Yahweh God Al-
mighty� The Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down 
your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword� I 
am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too�”
Yahweh said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the pres-
ence of Yahweh, for Yahweh is about to pass by�”
Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart 
and shattered the rocks before Yahweh, but the LORD was not 
in the wind� After the wind there was an earthquake, but Yah-
weh was not in the earthquake� After the earthquake came a 
fire, but the LORD was not in the fire� And after the fire came 

a gentle whisper� When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and 
went out and stood at the mouth of the cave�—1 Kings 19:9-13 

The Lord wasn’t in the earthquake or fire, the Lord was in a gentle whisper� The New 
King James translates “a gentle whisper” as “a still small voice�” I like that older translation. 
Because that phrase truly captures the voice of God in my life. That still small voice—the 
Holy Spirit speaking to my mind and heart. That gentle whisper of the Holy Spirit is the key 
to unlocking God’s callings in your life. 

(Talent + Passions) x SSV (Still Small Voice of the Holy Spirit) = Your Calling

Yes, we start with talent. Then, we add our passions. These two data points get us pointed 
in the right direction and potential ministry areas we are wired to serve in. However, unless 
we learn to hear that still small voice in our hearts we will likely settle for service and min-
istry by addition. Instead, God wants to lead us to ministry callings of multiplication. The 
still small voice of the Holy Spirit is a dunamis powered magnet that draws our talent and 
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passions towards His calling on our lives (figure g).Where 
we find that ministry purpose that God has wired us for, 
discover what His voice is calling us to, and we thrive in 
that ministry because its not flesh powered, but instead 
dunamis powered manifested in spiritual gifts. 

Why do you think we spent the first half of  this book 
on the Holy Spirit? We learned who the Holy Spirit is—
that He is both God and a person. We learned how we can 
develop a relationship with the Holy Spirit the same way 
we have a relationship with God the Father and God the 
Son. We learned how to be baptized in the Holy Spirit. 
Throughout all of these lessons there was a higher pur-
pose. We were actually learning from Scripture how to 
tune in to that still small voice of the God. That still small 
voice is God the Holy Spirit seated on the throne of our 
heart.  

What happened in Elijah’s story? What did the still 
small voice of the Holy Spirit say to him? It revealed His new calling which was stunningly 
significant. God called him to anoint two new kings and a new prophet to eventually re-
place him. Which leads to an obvious question: How do we hear the still small voice of God?

For the answer lets go back to the book of Nehemiah. Remember, we used Nehemiah to 
illustrate the first two data points in our calling equation. We began with Nehemiah's talent 
which positioned him in the right place as cupbearer to the King. Then we "added" to the 
equation the passion he had for the city of Jerusalem. But talent and passion are not enough. 
These two elements may be enough to succeed in the world, or on a sports field, but its not 
enough to make a Kingdom-sized impact. So, let’s discover what multiplied Nehemiah's 
talent and passion times the still small voice of God. 

Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah with some 
other men, and I questioned them about the Jewish remnant 
that had survived the exile, and also about Jerusalem� They 
said to me, “Those who survived the exile and are back in the 
province are in great trouble and disgrace� The wall of Jeru-
salem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with 
fire� When I heard these things, I sat down and wept�” —Ne-
hemiah 1:2-4a 

Again, because of his character and skill, Nehemiah is in the 
right position: He has a high official position as cupbearer to the 
king where the king’s very life depends upon him. He has the pas-
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sion, he’s weeping over the plight of Jerusalem that immediately has grabbed his heart. But 
he doesn't just run off to the king to get the ball rolling. He doesn’t just jump in and start 
doing ministry. He doesn’t just jump on a horse and ride off. Before he takes another step, 
let’s read what he does  

For some days I mourned and fasted and prayed before the God of heaven�” 
—Nehemiah 1:4b 

Nehemiah paused and waited on God’s voice for direction. He mourns over his home-
land, but in that lament he fasted and prayed—seeking God’s direction. He was seeking the 
still small voice, and sovereign will of God, to both direct his steps and protect his life. 

This is the same practice we find in the book of Acts chapter 13. Paul, still going by the 
Jewish name Saul, and Barnabas, the Son of Encouragement, return from a mission to Jeru-
salem. It was time for the next season of ministry—the next calling of God upon their lives. 
Let’s focus on Paul. Already, he is a talented leader and communicator. He has a talented 
team with Barnabas and John Mark, who wrote the Gospel of Mark. Paul has passion. God 
has transformed his life from a hunter of Christians to a man consumed by the getting the 
Gospel to the rest of the world. However instead of running off and launching ministry 
founded upon a talented team and passion: they pause. 

When Barnabas and Saul had finished their mission, they returned from Je-
rusalem, taking with them John, also called Mark� Now in the church at An-
tioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius 
of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and 
Saul� While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, 
“Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them�” 
So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent 
them off� —Acts 12:25-13:3 

They didn't just run out to launch a ministry or venture out of a strategic idea operating 
on nothing more than talent and passion. No, they waited to hear God’s gentle whisper on 
what to do next. They paused and waited for God to speak. How did the Holy Spirit speak? 
Luke tells us in verse 1, 

Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: —Acts 13:1

They probably didn’t hear an audible voice thundering from God that said, “Set apart for 
me Barnabas and Saul…” Instead, God likely spoke through people in the church in Antioch 
functioning with the spiritual gift of prophecy, and messages of wisdom and knowledge—just 
like we learned about in our chapters on spiritual gifts. The still small voice of the Holy Spirit 
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spoke through the teachers to the people. The same way He speaks to you and me today. 

How do we Hear the Still Small Voice of God? 

Primarily, we hear the still small voice of God through His Word. 

This is the primary and number one way to hear God speaking. We don’t just read the 
Bible to study, or because we are supposed to out of obligation. Rather, we read the Bible 
because it is the principal way God speaks to us.   

We hear the still small voice through teachers of God's Word. 

How many times have you heard a pastor or teacher speaking, or someone teaching 
a Bible study, and you knew the Holy Spirit was speaking to you? This could have been a 
gentle word or conviction, or an encouragement you needed to hear. That was the still small 
voice of God speaking to your mind and heart. 

We hear the still small voice of God through prayer. 

Prayer is not a one-way conversation. Yes, we pour our heart 
out to God through prayer, but have you ever paused, and asked 
God to speak to you in prayer? This is why I find it helpful to keep 
a prayer journal, a written record of your prayers and what you 
sense God teaching you or speaking to you. God will speak to us 
in prayer and its important to write down what He is saying. At the 
end of this chapter you will be encouraged to take part in a Prayer 
Cave Experience. This time is modeled off of the Elijah's time in the 
cave at Mt. Sinai. You will be encouraged to write out your prayers 
in a journal, listen for the still small voice speaking to you, and to 
journal what the Lord is saying. 

We hear the still small voice of God through fasting. 

Fasting is a spiritual discipline in which we simply denying ourselves for a period of 
time as we seek God in prayer. The idea being that you deny what your flesh desires for a 
spiritual purpose. Typically you fast from food. However, you can really fast from anything 
that you value. You can fast from your from your smart phone, TV, the news, or anything 
that you regularly enjoy using or crave. Here is why the disciple of fasting is so power-
ful. Take hunger for example: as you fast, every time your stomach growls it is a natural 
reminder for you to pray. It is true for anything else you fast from. Any time you reach for 

In all of these, 
various ways to 

hear that Gentle 
Whisper of the 
Holy Spirit, we 

have to be careful 
to discern what 
is from God, and 
what is nothing 
more than an 

human endeavor.
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your phone to pick it up it is a reminder to pause and pray. Have you ever thought about 
fasting in order to hear God’s voice on an important decision such as what ministry He is 
calling you to serve in? If you’re like most of us—probably not. How sad is that? Think about 
what the wonders we are missing out on. I heard Pastor Chuck Smith say, "We all want what 
the early church had in hearing the voice of God minus the devotion the early church had 
in discipline." He could not have been more right. If you are truly seeking God's voice, I'd 
encourage you to skip a meal or two, a day, or even a week, to really seek the Lord in fasting. 
See what His still small voice says. 

We hear the still small voice of God in worship. 

Personally, this is the area, outside simple readying the Bible, that the Lord most often 
speaks to me. Notice that’s what the church in Acts 13 was doing. They weren't just fasting, 
but worshiping. A regular spiritual practice I engage in is putting in my headphones, select-
ing a play list of worship music I created, and just walking for miles. As I walk, I'm not out 
for a stroll, I am in fellowship with the Lord. As I walk, worship, and pray so often a particu-
lar lyric of worship song will catch my heart. I'll rewind, and put that song on repeat. More 
times than not I sense the Holy Spirit speaking to my heart in such moments. 

We hear the still small voice of God through circumstances. 

You have to be extremely careful with basing anything upon circumstances which 
means always discerning circumstances through God’s Word. The reason being circum-
stances can be deceiving. However, God does work and speak to us through orchestrating 
circumstances as we are seeking Him in prayer over a decision. In fact, a primary way the 
Lord leads is through the opening and closing of doors—circumstantial opportunities He 
puts before us. When God opens a door of opportunity, we can freely walk through it. How-
ever if He closes a door He is telling us to stop� When God closes a door we should not try 
to force it open or break it down. Hearing God's voice through circumstances is the practice 
of simply accepting closed doors as a stop sign from the Lord, as well as watching for open 
doors as God leads. 

We hear the still small voice through other believers. 

God often speaks through mentors and confidants functioning with spiritual gifts. As 
they are baptized in the Spirit, they receive gifts of prophecy, wisdom, knowledge, teaching, 
and encouragement. And the Lord speaks to us through the voice of these people. 

We hear the still small voice when He simply speaks to our heart and mind. 
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Remember, as a believer, you are now the temple of the Holy Spirit. You are a walking 
tabernacle—just like the tabernacle in the Old Testament. God is enthroned between the 
wings of the cherubim of your heart. Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, you have ac-
cess to His very presence 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Thus, His still small voice, can speak 
to you throughout your day as you live your life daily surrendered to Him. 

One note of caution: in all of these, various ways to hear that gentle whisper of the Holy 
Spirit, we have to be careful to discern what is from God, and what is nothing more than an 
human endeavor. Which brings up a critical question: how do we know if a calling is really 
from God? 

How do we know if a calling is really from God? 

Number 1: God’s voice and what He calls us to will never contradict Scripture. 

Thus, if we sense God is speaking to us, or calling us to something, we can check what 
we hear with what God’s Word says. God is unchanging. He will not contradict or work in 
our lives differently than what we read in the Bible. 

Number 2: A calling from God will always be accompanied by peace, as well as anything 
else we need to accomplish what He calls us to. 

Often God’s voice calls us to things intimidating or beyond our capacity. It may be 
perfectly natural, in our flesh, to feel afraid. However, our fears will be met by God’s over-
whelming grace and peace to do whatever it is He’s asking us to do.  He will never call us 
to something without also equipping us. Remember what we learned about how the Holy 
Spirit works through gifts—we probably aren’t qualified and e don’t have enough…but He 
does. Like the old saying goes, “He qualifies those he calls.”  

Number 3: God’s voice, or a calling from God will often be accompanied by confirma-
tion. 

Remember what I shared, in chapter 4, about the two times I spoke in tongues. Again, 
this is not my primary gift, but both times my speaking in tongues was confirmed by im-
mediately running into people speaking the language I had just been speaking. That’s called 
confirmation. It is even more important to seek confirmation on ministry opportunities 
God is calling you to. God will confirm what He’s asking us to do through situations and 
even through other godly people.  

If you’re unsure about a potential calling in your life right now, ask God to make it clear 
to you by sending you some sort of confirmation. God doesn’t want you to be confused, He 
wants to speak to you and wants you to thrive in your calling. So ask him for confirmation 
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and see what He does.  

Why is God's Calling so Important? 
One last question on calling: why is discerning what God is calling you to important? 

The reason why it is critical to clarify your calling is because sooner or later ministry gets 
difficult, frustrating, and sometimes dangerous. We tend to go into ministry opportunities 
with a romanticized idealism of what serving in ministry will be like. And it only takes one 
or two times of serving to discover its vastly different then you imagined. Ministry to people 
is always tough because its loving and serving broken people. On that day when the third 
person has stabbed you in the back, or a kid pees on you when you're changing a diaper, 
or some teenager keeps you awake all night snoring, you will inevitably feel like giving up.  
When ministry gets tough and you feel like quitting; you have to go back to what God has 
called you to—the task, ministry or role God has wired you to serve in.   

On that day you're going to start asking the question: "Did I bring this needless pain into 
my life?" Or, "is it the Lord's will that I’m here?" If you are serving out of mere human talent 
and passion? Then the answer is, "Nope, not the Lord." In that case, it is probably  better 
call it a day and throw in the towel. But, if  you are serving out of a calling from God, that 
God led you to the place through talent and passion but multiplied it by His still small voice, 
then at that moment of decision you will know that  He has called you to this place, to this 
ministry, and to these people. Then, as Charles Young said you'll be ready to “Charge hell 
with a squirt-gun!”27 

With a confirmed calling from God, nothing will cause you to quit. This is because you 
know God wired you with talent and passion for this purpose, has called you to this min-
istry by His still small voice, and that’s when he shows up through the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit with the dunamis power of spiritual gifts you need to get the job done.  

Prayer Cave Experience 

Never forget: the Holy Spirit wants you to hear His voice. The Lord desires you to walk 
in confidence knowing the calling He has upon your life. To hear the still small voice of the 
Holy Spirit, and to discover His calling for you, it is critical to take intentional time to Seek 
Him. To aid in the process take time for the Prayer Cave Experience beginning on page 153. 
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Processing Questions
These questions are designed for small group discussions� However, if you're reading this book 
on your own, grab a pen and use these questions to processes individually� 

1. Why were both Isaiah and Ezekiel's calls from the Lord so dramatic, yet Jesus' call 
to His disciples was so simple? 

2. Why did God display the violent wind, earthquake, and fire to Elijah before He 
spoke to Him in a gentle whisper?  

3. Describe how you personally have experienced hearing the still small voice of the 
Holy Spirit. 

4. Review the list of how to hear the still small voice of the Holy Spirit. How has He 
been speaking to you recently? What has He been saying? 

5. Describe why it you believe it is so crucial for believers to clarify what God is calling 
them to.
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PRAYER CAVE EXPERIENCE - STILL SMALL VOICE
Directions 

1. This is intended to be an intentional time of personal reflection, prayer, and seeking 
the presence of the Lord, based upon the model of Elijah in 1 Kings 19. 

• Individuals: If you are reading this book on your own, plan on taking at least an 
hour of prayer time in a "cave." Obviously, this likely won't be an actual cave, but 
rather find a location of solitude free from distractions. Then follow this guided 
Prayer Cave Experience.  

• Groups: If you are reading through this book with a group, then schedule time 
to gather and discuss the processing questions from chapter 10. Then break off 
as individuals for an hour of prayer time in a "cave." Obviously, this likely won't 
be an actual cave, bur spread out into various locations of solitude free from 
distractions. Take the hour to follow this guided Prayer Cave Experience. At the 
agreed upon time, regather to share what the Lord was saying.

2. Bring your Bible, a pen, or pencil, and respond to each section of the Prayer Cave 
Experience guide in writing.  

For Best Results 

1. Take time, do not rush. This is a time where the priority is the Lord's presence, not 
the business of life. 

2. If you are in a couple's small groups, couples should split into individual time with 
the Lord, not together. 

3. If you have a regular prayer journal bring it with you and use it for reflection. 

4. If you do not have a regular prayer journal, you might want to use this time to start 
the habit of writing your prayers. 
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You are intentionally entering the very presence of God, the Creator of the Universe, and 
the One who knit you together in your mother's womb. Pause and write out a short prayer 
of your intentions and asking the Lord to speak to you.

Below you will find several passages of Scripture describing people hearing the voice of 
God. Here's what to do with each passage: 

1. READ: Read each passage. You may have read these passages before, but avoid the 
temptation to skim quickly to get done. Rather, read thoughtfully, carefully, with the 
purpose of hearing the Lord's voice through His Word.

2. JOURNAL: Pause a few minutes After each passage to meditate and reflect in your 
heart on what you just read. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you to grasp the truth of the 
words. Then write out what the Lord has impressed on your heart from the passage. You 
might want to finish sentences like these to get started: 

• "Lord, what I hear you saying in this passage is���" 

• "Lord, what I learn about you in this passage is���" 

• "Lord, what I learn about people in this passage is���"  

• "Lord, what I learn about myself in this passage is���"  

3. PRAY: After meditating on each passage, move on to a time of prayer. You might want 
to use this outline for each prayer. 

• Praise - Start with words of worship and praise acknowledging who God is�  

• Admit - Take time to confess areas you've missed the mark in sin, repent and move  
   in the opposite direction�  

• Needs - Ask the Lord to meet the specific needs in your heart and life� 

• Thanks - Thank the Lord for what He is doing in your life and for who He is� 

• Seek - Seek the Still Small Voice� Be quiet, and listen in your heart to what He might  
           say to you� Begin writing it down and let Him continue to speak� Pay close at 
           tention to what ministry opportunities He brings to mind� 

Process through these 3 Steps with each of these passages  
Isaiah 6:1-8 - Ecclesiastes 5:1-2 - Psalm 139 - 1 Kings 19:1-18 
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11
Launch Mode

We began this book learning about pipe theology.28 How every Jesus follower lives 
his or her life as either a pipe or a bucket. What differentiates a bucket from a 

pipe is that buckets are containers while pipes are conduits. In a conduit, water can flow in 
one end through to the outlet on the other. When a Jesus Follower lives as a pipe, it means 
they don’t just take teaching, worship, and the presence of God in and keep it to themselves. 
Instead, what is taken in flows through them into the lives of other people. 

We discovered the tragic truth: How most churchgoers are buckets instead of pipes. 
They receive plenty, yet have no outlet. How week after week they are poured into as they 
gather for church, but they never experience the dunamis power of the Holy Spirit flowing 
through them into others. Consequently, many churches end up lifeless and dead. 

Consider what Jesus' half-brother, James, wrote. 

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves� Do what it says� 
Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like some-
one who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away 
and immediately forgets what he looks like� But whoever looks intently 
into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting 
what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do� 
-James 1:22-25, emphasis added

There's an interesting Greek word in these verses translated as the phrase "...looks in-
tently into..." It is the Greek word is parakypsas which literally means “to stoop down in 
order to have a good close look." What a perfect phrase to capture the heart of this book. 
We've stooped down in order to have a good close look at how to have a relationship with 
the Holy Spirit, how the Lord as wired us, what our spiritual gifts are, and what the Lord is  
potentially calling us to. 

DRAFT COPY / YOU WILL FIND EDITING MISTAKES.
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Which leads to the most important question in this book: Are you going to be a pipe or a 
bucket? In terms of the electrical cord illustration used in throughout this book: Are you go-
ing remain an unplugged power cord, or will you plug in and become a conduit of the dunamis 
power of the Holy Spirit? 

Assuming you choose the latter it's time to put it all together with an action plan. This 
chapter will lead you through intentional steps to take to become a conduit of God's duna-
mis power. Where we don't stay in the same place, but rather step out in faith, walk in the 
Spirit, and move towards God's calling. Movement is the key. Thus, this final exercise will 
center around a conduit of electricity that produces movement-an electric vehicle. 

Last year, my friend Chris, took me for a ride in his Tesla. I'd never ridden in a Tesla and 
was excited to experience one thing-launch mode. Launch mode can rocket a car forward 
like a roller coaster on suitable surfaces. This special mode is not meant for everyday driv-
ing by any means. However it was designed for track drivers, racing enthusiasts, and crazy 
moms and dads who wanted to thrill their children. Chris, was more than willing to test the 
limits as we found a straight road. It was then that he engaged launch mode and rocketed us 
down the road going zero to sixty in about 2.5 seconds. It was a blast!  

Thus, we're going to engage launch mode in your calling in three steps. Launch mode 
will provide a personal plan based upon how your wired and plugging in to the power of the 
Holy Spirit to launch into your calling. The three phases of this launch mode are:

1. Phase 1-Clarify Direction
2. Phase 2-Choose a Vehicle
3. Phase 3-Plug in  

Note: If you are reading through this book with a group then complete Phase 1 and 2 in one 
session, and Phase 3 as the final session� 

PHASE 1—Clarify Direction  
On any journey, the first step is to define direction. Direction matters. My friend, John 
Trent, years ago wrote a great book called The 2-degree Difference: How Little Things Can 
Change Everything. The purpose of his book was to help people make small changes in their 
lives to gain significant personal transformation. Trent used the illustration of an airline 
taking off from New York City. As a pilot steers the plane towards their destination, just a 
2-degree difference in course determines whether that plane will land in San Francisco or 
Los Angeles.29 It's time to set the course. Just like a pilot uses equations to calculate direc-
tion, we will use the calling equation:   

(Talent + Passions) x SSV (Still Small Voice of the Holy Spirit) = Your Calling

Imagine inputting coordinates into a GPS using talent plus passions, times the still small 
voice, as the coordinates as you complete the Phase 1 exercise. 
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Directions 

1. On the following page, write on the 5 arrows (on the left side of the compass) your 
top five talents from page 56.   

2. On the right side of the compass, write your top three passions resulting from your 
passion inventory as follows: 

• Arrow 1: Top three age groups (from page 76) 

• Arrow 2: Top three people groups (from page 77) 

• Arrow 3: Top three social issues (from page 78) 

3. At the bottom of the compass, list 1-3 ministry opportunities the still small voice 
of the Holy Spirit spoke to your heart during the prayer cave experience in chapter 
10 (Note: if the Lord didn't bring any specific to ministry to mind in the prayer cave 
experience, that is okay� Just pay attention to what He speaks to you as you fill the 
compass out). 
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PHASE 2—Choose a Vehicle
Once you have a destination punched into a GPS, you need a vehicle to get there. For illus-
tration's sake, you'll be choosing 2-3 "vehicles." The vehicles you'll be selecting are symbolic 
of specific ministry opportunities to investigate and research that become the "short list" of 
ministries you might pursue. This is no way commits you to these ministries. Instead, you 
are committing to performing due diligence in getting involved. This may mean research-
ing online, speaking to the point people in that ministry, or possibly even filling out a ap-
plication. 

Your talents plus passions, times the still small voice of the Holy Spirit have given you a 
general direction. But its helpful to get other perspectives on how God has wired you for 
ministry. Thus, this section is best done with a small group, or with another person.  

• Individuals: If you are reading this book on your own, then seek out another 
believer who knows you to proceed with this exercise.

• Groups: If you are reading through this book with a group then proceed with 
this exercise as a group taking time for each person in the group. Note: If the 
group is larger than 8 people, then break into groups of no more than 5. 

Directions 

1. When it is your turn, have someone in the group, or the person you are sharing 
with, pray over what you share.  Pray that the Holy Spirit would baptize everyone in 
the group with spiritual gifts needed to help you discern and hear from the Lord on 
what He is calling you to. 

2. After prayer, share the results of your ministry compass from page 168 with the 
group, or the person you are sharing with. 

• As you share you may elaborate on the nature of talents, passions, or specific 
things the still small voice has been speaking to your heart.  

• The other person, or the group, should focus on the person's compass and 
prayerfully listen with discernment.

• If in a group take no more than 5 minutes to share. 

3. After you share, brainstorm ministry opportunities together that reflect your tal-
ents, passions, and what the still small voice has been speaking. 

• If in a group take no more than 5 minutes to brainstorm for each person. 
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As the group, or other person brainstorms ministry opportunities think: 

• Church Ministry Opportunities: What are potential ministry opportunities in 
your church? Dream big, the ministry might not exist yet (something new!). 

• Community Ministry Opportunities: What are potential ministry opportunities 
outside of the church walls? Again, dream big, the ministry might not exist yet. 
Also, don't limit yourself to "Christian" organizations (be a coach, homeless 
shelter, local government, etc...)  

• International Volunteer Opportunities: What are potential international oppor-
tunities? Again, dream big-short term missions? Long-term missions? Child 
sponsorship? International adoption? 

4. Write down every brainstormed idea on the "vehicles" on the pages 171-172. Don't 
limit what you write down as to ministry opportunities you like. Write down every 
suggestion even if they sound crazy. 

5. After brainstorming, circle 2-3 ministry opportunities that sense the Lord is leading 
you to get involved in. 

6. Write the 2-3 ministry opportunities you've chosen on the diagram on page 173. Fill 
out each diagram as you research these ministries before you meet again. Here are 
some ideas to wear to start your investigation:   

• Website: Go online and research all you can about the ministry online.

• Other people: Talk to other people who volunteer in that ministry. Find out 
about their experience. 

• Point person: Talk to a point person from that ministry about how to get in-
volved, time commitments, etc... 

• Visit: With the permission of the point person, ask if you can sit in on a meeting, 
service, event, etc... 

• Application: If still small voice prompts you to, go ahead and fill out volunteer 
application. 

7. Circle at least option, on page 173, that you are sensing the Lord wants you to pur-
sue. Your task is to take a practical step to apply or get involved in this new ministry 
before your next meeting. 
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1. WRITE DOWN EVERY BRAINSTORMED MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY ON THE "VEHICLES"
2. CIRCLE 2-3 MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES THE LORD MAY BE CALLING YOU TO. 

Example

Continue on the next page...

Kids ministry  
Worship team Parking Lot 

Team

House Church 
Shepherd

Youth Min  
Small groups

Bike Trip 
Leader

Sponsor Holt 
Int. Child

Kids Min 
Teacher

Welcome 
Desk

Ministry Option #1

1) WHO/HOW DO I CONTACT?
3) COMMITMENT?

3) HOW DO I APPLY?
4) WHAT WOULD I BE DOING?

Ministry Option #2

1) WHO/HOW DO I CONTACT?
3) COMMITMENT?

3) HOW DO I APPLY?
4) WHAT WOULD I BE DOING?

Sponsor Holt International Child

holtinterna-tional.org Website

$39/month Providing food,  
shelter, etc...

Kids Ministry Worship Team

Jen Jolly 
jjolly@calvarymac.com

Application 
calvarymac.com/kids

2x Month 
Sundays Hand motions and 

dancing to worship
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3. AFTER CHOOSING THREE MINISTRY "VEHICLES" (OPPORTUNITIES) TO PURSUE, 
SPEND TIME RESEARCHING BEFORE THE NEXT TIME YOU MEET WITH YOUR GROUP 
(OR PERSON). 
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4. CIRCLE THE OPTION YOU ARE SENSING THE LORD WANTS YOU TO PURSUE.  
YOUR TASK IS TO TAKE A PRACTICAL STEP TO APPLY OR GET INVOLVED IN THIS 
NEW MINISTRY BEFORE YOUR NEXT MEETING.  

Ministry Option #1

1) WHO'S MY CONTACT?
3) TIME COMMITMENT?

3) HOW DO I APPLY?
4) WHAT WOULD I BE DOING?

Ministry Option #2

1) WHO'S MY CONTACT?
3) TIME COMMITMENT?

3) HOW DO I APPLY?
4) WHAT WOULD I BE DOING?

Ministry Option #3

1) WHO'S MY CONTACT?
3) TIME COMMITMENT?

3) HOW DO I APPLY?
4) WHAT WOULD I BE DOING?
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PHASE 3—Plug in
Note: If you are reading through this book with a group then complete Phase 1 and 2 in one 
session, and Phase 3 as the final session� 
Imagine you are shopping for a new electric car. You've done your research and you've 
narrowed it down to three choices; a Tesla Model S, a Ford Mach-E, or a Rivian truck. Obvi-
ously, you don't take it lightly when a you're spending tens-of-thousands of dollars. Thus, 
you do your homework to make sure the vehicle fits your lifestyle and what you're looking 
for. After weighing all the possibilities at a certain point, you simply need to pull the trigger 
and make a decision. For illustration's sake, let's assume you choose the Tesla so that you 
can thrill your children with launch mode. The next step is simple—plug in.    

A brand new Tesla Model S starts at just over $104,000. For $129,000 you can upgrade to 
the Plaid package which is described as the "Usain Bolt of the car world."30 Line it up at any 
track and it will blow away anything on the road today. This vehicle is the state of the art for 
silent rocket launching power surrounded by opulent luxury.

Nevertheless, unless you take time to plug it in and charge it, a Tesla Model S Plaid is as un-
productive as a 1979 Pinto rusting away in a forgotten landfill. An uncharged Model S may 
be pretty to look at, but without plugging in to the power source, the Tesla cannot fulfill its 
purpose. 

If you've completed Phase 1 and 2, you have narrowed down to a ministry you are pursu-
ing to serving in. If you completed the final task on page 173 you might even have already 
have taken practical steps to apply, or get involved, in a ministry. That is wonderful! You're 
putting what you've learned into practice just as James 1:22-25 says to do. However, if you 
serve in a ministry without being plugged into the dunamis power of the Holy Spirit, your 
ministry might be pretty to look at, but you cannot, and will not, fulfill your purpose. 

Now that you've got a direction and a vehicle to minister to other people, it is time to make 
sure you are plugged in by being baptized in the Spirit. This final exercise and processing 
questions will help you to intentionally seek to minister as a work of the Spirit, rather than 
a work of the flesh.

Directions

These questions, and final exercise, are designed for small group discussions� However, if you're 
reading this book on your own, grab a pen and use these questions to processes individually� 

1. Finish the following sentence with the understanding that a calling is the task, min-
istry or role God has wired you to serve in. In this season in my life I believe what 
God is calling me to is... 
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2. Complete the following graph and share the results. Share how each spiritual gift 
might empower the ministry God is calling you to.

3. An electric vehicle a conduit of power. From what you've learned in this book, how 
is baptism of the Spirit similar to a charging a battery in an EV? How is it different? 

4. Take a few minutes to review chapter 4 and the three ways we find in Scripture to 
be baptized in the Spirit. Why is it important for us to ask the Lord to baptize us 
in the Spirit every day? How will you make this a regular cadence of your life and 
ministry? 

5. Take time to pray over each person in your group to be baptized in the Spirit for the 
ministry God is calling them to at this time. Note: if you are reading this book as an 
individual ask the pastor, or leader of ministry you are serving in to pray over you to 
be baptized in the Spirit� 

Holy 
Spirit

1

2

3

LIST YOUR TOP 3 POTENTIAL 
SPIRITUAL GIFTS FROM PAGE 138
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