
 
 

“And what shall I return to the Lord for his goodness to me?” 

Psalm 116:12 

We are all too aware of the uncertainty in our world and lives.  As we slowly and cautiously 
emerge from the Covid pandemic, we worry about the virus, our health, global disruption of food and 
supply chains, and adverse economic trends affecting many.  Yet in the midst of so many concerns, our 
spiritual lives have been blessed because of God’s goodness to us.  
 

God’s gifts to CPC have been bountiful, individually and as a church. Many of us have returned 
to in-person worship and are lifted up by messages which sustain and challenge, creative musical 
offerings, meaningful children’s sermon books, and the joy of community. Faith Formation classes for 
youth and adults keep the flame of the Spirit alive.  Once again CPC groups savor wonderful retreats in 
Montreat and Massanetta, Triple F adventures, picnics, and Presbys at the Pub.  Our deacons provide 
meals and visits to seniors and others in need. Our missions flourish as we faithfully support Dorcas food 
pantry, Esperanza, ASP, Be the Hands, and Matthew 25 social justice initiatives.  
 

But questions remain for each of us: Why and how do I give? How do I keep the fire in my heart 
burning for God?  What makes me receptive to God’s gifts – and what does God want from me in 
return?  One need look no further than God’s word for direction and discernment.  

“Serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.” 1 Peter 4:10 
 “Here I am, Lord.  Send me.” Isaiah 6:8 

 
At the end of the day, we must decide how and why we give back to others with our time, 

talents and resources.  Generosity is a tool God uses to shape our hearts, and a spiritual discipline that 
nurtures faith. Last year, CPC was blessed with an upward trend in giving, strengthening our missions 
and ministries, and holding promise for the future.  We ask you to pray and discern how your gifts for 
2023 can continue this positive trend and play a role in the life of the church.  Please consider increasing 
your 2023 pledge by 5% or more. Your gifts become God’s hands in the world as we contribute our 
offerings, service and fellowship in gratitude for God’s goodness.    

God has created me to do some definite service. 
God has committed some work to me which has not been committed to another. 
I have my mission… 
I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons… 
I shall do good. I shall do God's work. 
          - John Henry Newman, Meditations and Devotions (1893) 

 
 Please return your 2023 Planned Giving and Time and Talent commitments to the church office, 

place them in the generosity box in the Narthex, or submit your pledge online through the church 

website by Sunday, October 30. 

With gratitude, your CPC Generosity Team: 

Donna Adkins, Barbara Carew, Mary Jane Donahue, Hal Drumheller (team lead),  
Su Johnson, Paul Lang, Rowena Morrison and Sandy Ogle 


