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The Pastor’s Class

Session One - Jeremiah
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The Pastor’s Class

Session One
An Introduction to Proplﬁetic Thoug}lt
and to the Book of Jeremiah
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| am Walter Brueggemann’s Student

| owe much to my studies with him
for the materials I'll share with you

in the coming weeks.
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The Strange New World of the Bible

o Karl Barth —1916. in Essay

o Disillusioned as “The Great War” Proceecls.

* Againinldl9 — Commentary on Romans.
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The Strange New World of the Bible
+ You cannot find moralitg in the Bible

+ You cannot find historg in the Bible
+ You cannot find religiorl in the Bible
o WHAT YOU FINDIS . ..

o The God who does not fit into any of our

categories.

o “Ganz Anders" = Whong other.



The Strange New World of the Bible
o The theological crisis of our time in the PC

(LUSA) is a crisis created bg our uncritical

acceptance of a God who fits into our

categories.

o Thisis a crisis of both Conservatives &
| iberals. (Barth would have called them in his

time Pietists and Rationalists)



The Strange New World of the Bible

+ (Conservative ideologg tgPicallg makes God familiar, managea,l

Dle, and

convenient to the ruling class. This theologg s often formulaic and

constrains God’s freedom.

o Liberal icleologg tgpica”g domesticates the Almightg 339 assur

1ing it

|<nows too we” the mind of God. This theologg tends to be <—:ml

dismiss the Parts which do not fit with Progressive moralitg.

barrassed
,'99 the ditficult and complex God we encounter in the Bible and seeks to
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The Pastor’s Class

Session Two

Recal:)
An Introduction to Prophetic Thought
and to the Book of Jeremiah
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The Strange New World of the Bible

: {

& DPDOTH assume theg know more than can be known. Brueggemaﬂn wants to uargelg

bracket out two kinds of inc]uirg which he thinks will ultlmatelg prove umhelp{:u. to us:
< Historicitg - “did it rea”g happen?” (Dicl the red sea Part? Did the Quall Fa“‘?)
. Ontologg ~ “Is it real?” CsiGE D real? Is the Manna real? Et Cetera)

* We cannot Possiblg PROVE these one way or the other.

o What we CAN do is accept the text given as a rhetorical record of witness about God
— think court transcript.

o Core Testimony — God is ALWAYS goocl and reliable and faithful and mercitul.

o Counter Testimong — “No so fast!” (Large|9 found in Job, Psalms of | ament,

| amentations).



The Strange New World of the Bible

e So wlﬁg do | start with this?

o Neither Liberals, nor Conservatives have much |

interest in the upsetting speech of Prophets

which calls into question all icleologies in favor
of Paging attention to the wild, feral God of the

Bible.



The Strange New World of the Bible

+ Barth would say that neither liberals nor
conservatives “know the mind of God” until
God Freshlg chooses to disclose it — and that

disclosure is nearlg alwags unsettling and

surPrising.
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A look at the “taproot”

o Moses - the first Prophet.

& | ater Prophets ive from

Mosaic memory.



These are the last two verses of the TORAH

eoDeut. 34:10 “Never since has there arisen a Prol:)het
in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to
face. 11 He was unequaled for all the SIgNS and
wonders that the LORD sent him to Pemcorm in the
land of Eggpt, against Pharaoh and all his servants
and his entire IancL 12 and for all the mighty deeds

and all the terrhcging displags of power that Moses
Per{:ormed in the sight of all 1srael



So ... What did Moses Do?

On God’s behalﬁ he spoke truth to power —
‘Let my Peopie got’

He imagineci (with God’s inspiration) an

alternative to Pharaoh’s way of iiving.

10 Commandments




o All the Hebrew Prophets were dedicated to:
< Trying to awaken the People From slumber.
* Articulating an alternative to the i&eologg of the Eml:)ire.

* Using Poetic oracles which, bg the nature of the speech
tself, breaks open the settled assuml:)tions of kiﬂg and
pauper alike.

XS Theg are nearlg alwags N oPPosition to the reigning
government AND the reigning religious authorities which are

tgpica”g aligﬂed in the service of suPPorting the regime,



Competi ng, World Views

Yahweh & prophets = a grace-based world view
confident of fruitfulness which promotes

neighborliness (righteousness) and justice for all.

The elite of Jerusalem who believe there are no gifts

(no free lunch), and who practice a world view of
satety through self-sufficiency.



The E:conomg of the Exodus

Ex. 16:16 This 1s what the LORD has commanded: ‘Gather
as much of it as each of you needs, an omer to a person
according to the number of persons, all providing for those 1n
their own tents.”” 17 The Israelites did so, some gathering
more, some less. 18 But when they measured i1t with an omer,
those who gathered much had nothing over, and those who
gathered little had no shortage; they gathered as much as each
of them needed. 19 And Moses said to them, “‘Let no one
leave any of 1t over until morning.” 20 But they did not listen
to Moses; some left part of 1t until morning, and 1t bred worms
and became foul.




The E:conomg of the Exodus

Ex. 16:4 Then the LORD said to Moses, I
am going to rain bread from heaven for you,
and each day the people shall go out and
gather enough for that day. In that way 1 will
test them, whether they will follow my
instruction or not.




Quick bibliographic note
o Padl Kermeclg — The Rise and Fall of Empires.

o Atechnical book examining the rise and fall of Roman, Sl:)anish,

English (and others) empires.

o Thesisis that every empire has so much of three things:
< People

o Wealth

+ Natu ra| Resources
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Quick bibliographic note

+ Paul Kenneclg — The Rise and Fall of Empires.
o When these are Put out of balance bﬂ:

S Military adventurism — Foolharclg entanglements .
o Wealth lnequalitg where the 1% pOssess 80% of the wealth . . .
S Greecl9 and Mindless over~consumption of resources . . .

o The empire Co”apses.
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Everg EmPire believes it is excePtional

E\/erg empire believes that it is unique In historg
that the rules do not applg equa”g to it

that its Preeminence 1S Permanent
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The Pastor’s Class
Session three - Jeremiah

External & Internal Chaos
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587 BCE!

| oss of King
| oss of Temple

| oss of Jerusalem

| oss of Faith

Perhaps 9/11

s an analogue?
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The historical / Political context of

Jeremiah’s world— externall

e N ae N P e T NI e AR

w3l itlaliy aheiy I o e = S 2o ss x .




| L - L L L] L") m o ph ey = L) S e 2
{ | - .. = . 1 .. 3 ] l.. = & 5 L] = -. i = - -... 1 d ...

. - . L. | - .- . " r ! .-I o . -I . - a ..I I... y ! = r L ] = I 1
. T LN L ¥ ¥ . = ; . . ; i F. ; . = s LR _-' “u = .
.-.I.. I‘ ] T | ! i s o A 1] '] I I... - o " - B = |
III b | . i L - . : " o o B : - . l- . \ l... - r d ] A i ¥ i .I [l 2 ’ "

[ 2, g I . 1
f""u.ﬂl‘-.-':.—. B T e I T -

The Assgrian EmPire

Strong /45 to /01 BCE ==> decline to 612 Ninevah Burned ==> 605 defeated
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The Babglonian EmPire

605 BCE - 540 BCE ==> overrun bg Persians
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The Persian Empire

54-0 BCE — Persians are eventua”g supplantecl ]33 the Medes (Proto~Gree|<s)
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The historical / Poli’cical context of

Jeremiah’s world— internall
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i The Promise of ever-lasti ng, throne of David

from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be ruler over my people Israel; 8 and I have been with you
wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies before you; and I will make for you a name, like the
name of the great ones of the earth. 9 I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, so that
they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall wear them down no more, as
they did formerly, 10 from the time that [ appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will subdue all your
enemies.

Moreover I declare to you that the LORD will build you a house. 11 When your days are fulfilled to go to be
with your ancestors, [ will raise up your offspring after you, one of your own sons, and I will establish his
kingdom. 12 He shall build a house for me, and I will establish his throne forever. 13 I will be a father to him,
and he shall be a son to me. [ will not take my steadfast love from him, as I took it from him who was before
you, 14 but [ will confirm him in my house and in my kingdom forever, and his throne shall be established
forever. 15 In accordance with all these words and all this vision, Nathan spoke to David.

i 1 Chron. 17:7 Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you
|
-'3
|
|

a3
:
:
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| ast King of Israel - 2 Kings 25

2Kings 25:1 And in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, on
the tenth clag of the month, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babglon came

with all his army against Jerusalem, and laid siege to It; thcy built

siegeworks against it all around. 2 So the city was besiegecl until the
eleventh year of King Zedekiah. ... S But the army of the
Chaldeans Pursuccl the king, and overtook him in the Plains of
Jericho; all his army was scattered, deserting him. & Then theg

CaPturecl the klng and ’Drought him up to the king of Ba’:)glon at

nglah who Passed sentence on him. 7Th<—:3 slaughtercd the sons of

Zedekiah before his eyes, then Put out the eYes of Z_eclelaaln, theg

bound him in fetters and took him to Babglon.




How does the Promise of everlasting throne turn out?

2Kings 25:27 In the thirtg—-vse\/enth year of the exile of King
Jehoiachin of Juclah in the twelfth month on the twent9~se\/enth

clay of the month. King Evil-merodach of E)abylon, in the year that

he began to reign, released King Jehoiachin of Judah from Prison;

28 he spokc kinc”g to him, and gave him a seat above the other seats

of the kings who were with him in Babglon. 29 So Jehoiachin put
aside his Prison clothes. Every clag of his lite he dined regularlg in the

king’s presence. 350 For his allowance, a regular allowance was given

him 393 the king a Portion every clag, as !ong as he lived.




| ast 5 Kings of Israel - 2 Kings 25 & 29

King Josiah. 639 - 609 BCE. 23:25 “the best king we ever had.” Verse 29 - “He got
killed in a shoot out with Pharaoh” (and that shouldn't have happened to a good
king.)

23:31 Josiah’s son takes over —
to reign; he reigned three months”. Only three months because the Egyptians didn’t
want him to be king.

609 BCE verse 36 Another son takes thrown . . . “ was twenty-five years old
when he began to reign; he reigned eleven years ... he did what was evil in the sight
of the LORD.”

598 BCE 24:8 His son Jehoiachin takes over. .. “ was eighteen years old
when he began to reign; he reigned three months”

24:18 Jehoichin’s uncle takes over - “Zedekiah was twenty-one years old
when he began to reign; he reigned eleven years” Reigns to 587.

£/

was twenty-three years old when he began




/

Israel Plagmg sgcophant to super-

/

powers — alwags trying to aligﬂ

/ /

Five Kings in short succession

/ /

with the empire in ascenclancg

Not alwags gettin g afl it e Jprad Paired with the crisis of the

encling of the Davidic Dgnastg

calculous correct.




e A SN
N A

T

First Kings Chapter 2

verse 26 “The king said to the
Priest Abiathar) “‘Go to
Anatlﬁo’th, to your estate; for
you deserve death. But I will not

)

at this time Put you to death...

Jeremiah Chal:)terl

Jer. 111 The words of Jeremiah son of Hi”dah,
of the Priests who were in Anathoth in the

land of Benjamim 2 to whom the word of the

ORD came in the dags of King Josiah son
of Amon of Juclah, in the thirteenth year of
his reign. 5 It came also in the clags of King
Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah, and unti
the end of the eleventh year of King

Z edekiah son of Josiah of Judah. until the
caPtivitg of Jerusalem in the fifth month.




Into that context of crisis Jeremiah must speak

What do you sag?

Do you Perpetuate the Par’tg line of the Empire?

Do you risk ogering an alternative?

This is the crisis of every Prophet (ancl Pastor) who must sPeak the

unspeakable J'DCFOT'C outcomes are l(ﬂOWl"l.
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Two Quick reminders about Proplqets

1) Theg are NOT Precl:ctors‘ Theﬂ don’t Precllct angaoclg

Conservatives tgplcang want Prol:)hets to Precllct Jesus.

2 Theg are NOT social activist! Theg are not Bernie Sanders.

Liberals tgl:)icaug want Prol:)lﬁets to be Prcncessional activist.

Prophets are Poets — who like all goocl artists (Poets ncluded) are not
Particularlg interested in explaining what their art (Poetry) means. The
Point s that it “means’ many things and Par‘c of its work is to elicit those

many meanings over time.
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Karl Barth

“As ministers we ought to speak of God.
We are human, however, so we cannot
speak of God. We ought, therefore, to

recognize both our obligation, and our
inability — and by that very recognition
give God the glory. That is our perplexity.”
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Jeremiah 1:1-%

The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, of the Priests who were in
Anathoth in the land of L’)enjamin, 2 to whom the word of the
. ORD came in the ciags of King Josiah son of Amon of Juclah In
the thirteenth year ot his reign. A1t came also in the clags of King
Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah, and until the end of the

eleventh year of King Zedekiah son of Josiah of Judah, until the
cal:)tivitg of Jerusalem in the fifth month.”




Jeremiah & Anathoth . . .

( o Solomon - “Keep the Torah & Kill your brother” 1
Kings 74
o verse 2:26 “The king said to the Priest Abiathar,

“‘Go to Anathoth) to your estate; for you deserve

1 death. But | will not at this time Put you to death...”
} o | Samuel 2:51-%%

i
f
| * 540 years of resentful exile in Anathoth . . .
|
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The Pastor’s Class

Session Four
Prol:)hetic Tlﬁought & Sinal



Jeremiah has DEEP roots in the
TORAH tradition of Moses and

o He is a book of Deuteronomy kind of ..

Gug.

T
Levites (Ex. 32) .

Deuteronomg \

i

excel:)tionalism .. Jeremiah Opposes all this. Jeremiah

| Jerusalem enterl:)rise: power, money, weapons

King, templc, Zaclclock, Zijonist, imPerial




Jeremiah ] :]~§

The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, of the Priests who were in ; .
Anathoth in the land of li’)enjamin, 2 to whom the word of the {
. ORD came in the ciags of King Josiah son of Amon of Juclah n
the thirteenth year ot his reign. % It came also in the c:lags of King -
Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah, and until the end of the
eleventh year of King Zedekiah son of Josiah of Judah, until the
cal:)tivitg of Jerusalem in the fifth month.” 1587 BCE]
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;What 587 BCE proves S . .. lml:)erial icleology/ exceptionalism 1s not reliablg true!

g A S
e K e B RO

Jerusalem enterprise:

power, money, weapons
King, temple) Zionist,

imperial excep’cionalism — these all fail to keep Promises.

Jeremiah argues — from the TORAH tradition of Moses that all the above
failed because the King/empire did not keep the TORAH —

which is a sgstemic commitment tojustice.

 Deut. 16:20 “Justice, and onlgjustice, you shall pursue, so that you may live and
3 occupy the land that the LORD your God is gving you.” ‘

ARG T - SR e —— T Z R Bl et i - rni e mene RS S T S A — —t— - smn R, e e S

: e I . Y



The Call Narrative

Jer. 1:4 Now the word of the LORD came to me saying,
9 Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my

' 5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, mouth: and the LORD said to me

and before you were born I consecrated you; :
“Now I have put my words in your mouth.

[ appointed you a prophet to the nations.”

10 See, today I appoint you over nations and over
' 6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Truly I do not know how to

| . kingdoms,

- speak, for I am only a boy.” 7 But the LORD said to me,
“Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’; to pIUCk up and to pull down,
for you shall go to all to whom I send you, to destroy and to overthrow,

and you shall speak whatever I command you,

. to build and to plant.”
8 Do not be afraid of them,

for I am with you to deliver you, says the LORD.”
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The Heartor the CaTTR

0 See, toclag | aPPoint you over nations and over kingcloms,

to Pluck uP and to Pu” clown)

A negatives

2 positives
to clestrog and to overth rOW, i

on how GOD will enact these verbs . . . rather

to build and to Plaﬂt. Jeremiah is told “YOU will; Pluck) PU”’ clestrog,

overthrow, builcl, & Plant.”
His sl:)eecl’w 's meant to deconstruct
and also reconstruct the world which has been

iml:)erilecl bg royal/ lmPerial icleologg.

n.b.l — God does NOT tell Jeremiah to “rel:)or 2 _




One way to think about the book

Prior to Exile:

Pluck up Post Exile:
Tear down Build

Destrog Plant
Overthrow

Walklng People Wa“qng PeoP|e

into the abyss out omc the abyss
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The Pastor’s Class

Session Five
Recap on Denial & Desl:)air

A reflection on God’s Promises
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Something Jeremiah invites us to Ponder o

Prior to Exile:

PIUC‘( UP POSt EXIICI

Tear down BUIICl

Destrog Pla e

Overthrow

Walking People Walking People
into the abgss out of the abgss

What if 587 /Exile is a metal:)hor for all of the liFeA-ending events which lead to
clespair — and what i the church is the last Place where we speak honestlg
about the realitg of the abgss and of the hol:)e for new life on the other side?
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The PowerFul imPulse of denial

s o clen9 any weakness
s o cleng any complicitg In wrong-cloing

o JoO cleng any end to our Privilege and excep’tionalism

s JO deng that bad things can and do haPPen to goocl People

o JO cleng that we will be held accountable for our choices -

eventua”g.
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Truth (Pluck up & Tear down) & e (Build & Plant

It seems to me that the Prophets believe that the Principal trouble of every imPerial societg 1S
DENIAL — and theg sPencl much of their Poetrg speaking the kind of truth that breaks
aPart. Onlg MUCH later do theg engage N ogering HOPE - but onlg after denial has ended.




; 12 Theses in Jeremiah =

BIFOSS happéﬂs and is real - the world we 7. The biblical voices in support of denial are
have known is clisappearing. the shalom~l:>rol:>hets.

2. l.oss haPPens because there are forces 8. The alternative to denial is truth~te”ing.
which want to negate us - there is somethiﬂg 9. Truth-tel INg, In order to be effective, must
negative loose In the world. be imagjnative, metaphorical, and Poetic - In

3. i the world has moral coherence - then order that it Penetrate through icleolog% soak
YAHWEH is implicated in our loss. through denial, and not be cooPtecl bﬂ the

4. Our Propensitg s to cleng the loss - rogal icleologg.

1

simply Pretencl that it isn’t so. 10.587 1s a metaphor for all loss. (Crucifixion,
5. Our denial is reinforced bg ideo!ogies of Holocaust, 9/11, current troubles)
triumph that are grou hded in exceptionalism, 1. Without truth~te”ing there is no chance for

6. Denial leads to an i”usionary world that is newness/ HOPC.

cleac”g. 12. Truth—-—te“ing leads to newness.




The Promises of God
o Jeremiah 51:.20

o Isaiah 65:17-H

_l
© Notasooerpoem

o Concrete socio-economic realities

o Infant moralityj bankers taking houses from poor People

s Verse 25 - Pain in birth (c.f. - Gen 5:16—-@)

o New Creation is to replace failed creation — alwags 9 lﬁol:)e.
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The Promises of God
« Around 587 in Jeremiah & Ezekiel — Promise of Presence
o “Jwill be your God and you will be my lgeople.”
* Jeremiah H:‘]’, 24’:7) 52498
o Ezekiel: 11:20, 1411, 36:28, 37.2% & 27

o The bible’s most extraorclinary Promise of presence 1S given

Precisely in the exile of absence!
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The Promises of God

* Assurance of Pardon

. Apocalyptic = the verbs of Promise Pushecl to their limit.

o God is faithful to a newness which is not Het in-hand.

* Messianism is the counterclaim to aPocalgptic

© Upper middle class liberal Pres|

:)gterians tgl:)icang like messianism.

o Less atfluent & conservative People tend to gravi’tate to

apocalgptic.
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The Promises of God in context of Moclernity

)

We”—-eciucateci) progress, atfluent PeoPle tend to struggie with Promises of

God. We do not believe that God makes reliable Promises o itjust seems

too Primitive. IF we believe in God’s Promises takiﬂg ettect, we tend to

exPlain tha‘c tiwrough naturai processes.

Conservative PeoPle may be better able to believe in Promises — but onig

of a Particular kind:

o ONLY Private Promises about Piety) never about clismantling systems of

oPPression (economic reicorm)Juclicial reform).

Matthew 6 “do not be anxious.”
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The God who keeps Promises
» Quintessential example of God who keeps Promises circles around
L and.

o Natah = “to give” (land).

+ Gen ]7:3, 24':7, 2.6:5, 55:12)
o Exodus 6:4, Deut. 6:23, 8:10

o Ezek 47216 48

o Ends exilic poems bﬂ reclistributing the land.
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The God of Jeremiah is intemang complex

o The God of Jeremiah (ancl rea”g ALl Prophetic utterance) is

intema”g complex.
o Godisa Complicatecl FI KSCN — nota simple IDE A

s No “E)ig—()” God found in the Prol:)hets.

o Rather a God who feels, and is implicated in our troubles, and

who acts and reacts to our behavior.
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Messianism of Ancient Israel

o The King is alwags the MAIN GUY — 2 Sam A will not take

away my suPPort of the throne . . . forever.’
o God’s presence in the Temple 1S uninterrul:)tecl.
* 1 Kings 8:12
» We have to sing about the Guy and the Temple al.OT!

. goocl examl:)les are Psalms 46, 76, 84
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The “Slﬁalom—-l:)riests” (most notablg

Hananiah)

Chal:)ters X =

| m—

=zekiel

Jeremia




Exodus chpts. 19-21 Sinal

o Israel Swears a”egiance to God & to Torah

Comma ﬂCl ments In ]9 Ex. 19:7 So Moses came, summoned the elders ot the

people, and set before them all these words that the LORD had commanded him. 8 The
people all answered as one: “Everything that the LORD has spoken we will do.”

D 4 Cha Pt ]9 3 Then Moses went up to God; the LORD called to him from the mountain,

saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: 4 You have seen what I
did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now
therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession out
of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth 1s mine, 6 but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom
and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.”

s God gives 10 Commandments in (20:1-17)




10 Commandments are COUNTER-

Commandments

s Did you notice that theg swear a”egiance BEFORE
theg know what the Commandments will be?

o The commandments of the God of Liberation will be

1 better than Pharoah’s Commandments.

o Pharoah’s Commandments found in Exodus .

|

.F :

} * Make more bricks!
1



Pharoah’s Commandments found in Exodus 5

@ iButthe king of Egypt said to them, “Moses and Aaron, why are you taking the people away from their
work? Get to your labors!” 5 Pharaoh continued, “Now they are more numerous than the people of the land
and yet you want them to stop working!” 6 That same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters of the people,
as well as their supervisors, 7 “You shall no longer give the people straw to make bricks, as before; let them
g0 and gather straw for themselves. 8 But you shall require of them the same quantity of bricks as they have
made previously; do not diminish it, for they are lazy; that is why they cry, ‘Let us go and offer sacrifice to our
God.” 9 Let heavier work be laid on them; then they will labor at it and pay no attention to deceptive words.”

Ex.5:10 So the taskmasters and the supervisors of the people went out and said to the people, “Thus says Pharaoh,
‘I will not give you straw. 11 Go and get straw yourselves, wherever you can find it; but your work will not be
lessened 1n the least.”” 12 So the people scattered throughout the land of Egypt, to gather stubble for straw. 13 The
taskmasters were urgent, saying, “Complete your work, the same daily assignment as when you were given straw.”
14 And the supervisors of the Israelites, whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over them, were beaten, and were
asked, “Why did you not finish the required quantity of bricks yesterday and today, as you did betore?”

Ex.5:15 Then the Israelite supervisors came to Pharaoh and cried, “Why do you treat your servants like this? 16 No
straw 1S given to your servants, yet they say to us, “Make bricks!” Look how your servants are beaten! You are
unjust to your own people.” 17 He said, “You are lazy, lazy; that is why you say, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to the
LORD.” 18 Go now, and work; for no straw shall be given you, but you shall still deliver the same number of
bricks.” 19 The Israelite supervisors saw that they were 1n trouble when they were told, “You shall not lessen your
daily number of bricks.”




Covenantal Reiationsiiip with
YAHWEH is to embrace:

+ An alternative world-view
+ With alternative demands
+ With alternative Possibilities
* * ButCgypt aiwags has its attractions

} o We are constantlg drawn back bg the allure of E:ggpt’s
1 wealth etc.



Trouble in the Covenantal Relationship with
YAHWEH

o Exodus A2 ~ Golden Calf
XS Atteml:)t to make God out of a commoditg.

o A domesticated gocl who asks for nothing from them.
s God gets REALLY ticked - Moses intervenes.



Exodus o 1S

* Ex.32:7 The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted
perversely; 8 they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an i1mage of a
calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’”
9 The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10 Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot
against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.”

Ex.32:11 But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you
brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he
brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your
mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own
self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your
descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.”” 14 And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.
Ex.32:15 Then Moses turned and went down from the mountain, carrying the two tablets of the covenant in his hands, tablets that were
written on both sides, written on the front and on the back. ...

19 As soon as he came near the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, Moses’ anger burned hot, and he threw the tablets from his hands and
broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20 He took the calf that they had made, burned 1t with fire, ground it to powder, scattered it on the
water, and made the Israelites drink it.

Ex.32:21 Moses said to Aaron, “What did this people do to you that you have brought so great a sin upon them?” 22 And Aaron said, “Do
not let the anger of my lord burn hot; you know the people, that they are bent on evil. 23 They said to me, ‘Make us gods, who shall go
before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” 24 So I said to
them, ‘Whoever has gold, take 1t off’; so they gave it to me, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calt!” . . .

Ex.32:30 On the next day Moses said to the people, “You have sinned a great sin. But now I will go up to the LORD; perhaps I can make
atonement for your sin.” 31 So Moses returned to the LORD and said, “Alas, this people has sinned a great sin; they have made for
themselves gods of gold. 32 But now, if you will only forgive their sin—but 1f not, blot me out of the book that you have written.” 33 But the
LORD said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me I will blot out of my book. 34 But now go, lead the people to the place about which I
have spoken to you; see, my angel shall go in front of you. Nevertheless, when the day comes for punishment, I will punish them for their
sin.”




So the Covenantal Relationship with YAHWEH

turns out to be:

o Anendless re~negotiation of the covenant.

o Covenant made
o Covenant broken

& Covenant remacle

TS wash~rinse~repeat — ad infinitum
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The Prophet as Poet

A quick stuclg of Greek and Hebrew
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A Culture Clash Between Greeks & Hebrews

Greeks

Thought of inspiration from
the point of view of the
nine Muses.

When “inspired™ a person’s
rational powers were
superseded and the person
lost selt-control. They
become “Divine Man.”

Hebrews

Tended to think of
Inspiration 1in more organic
and holistic terms. You do
not get God except through
the muddy, ambiguous
medium of people. Hebrews
tended to think of inspiration
in slightly less lofty ways.



| nsPiration & Authoritg

| et’s take a look at an example of Prophet

NRSV JEREMIAH 1 JEREMIAH’S CALL AND COMMISSION

1 The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were
in Anathoth in the land

of Benjamin, 2 to whom the word of the LORD came in the days
of King Josiah son of

Amon of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. 3 It came also
in the days of King

Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah, and until the end of the
eleventh year of King Zedekiah

son of Josiah of Judah, until the captivity of Jerusalem in the
fifth month.

4 Now the word of the LORD came to me saying,

5 “Before | formed you in the womb | knew you,

and before you were born | consecrated you;

| appointed you a prophet to the nations.”

6 Then | said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Truly | do not know how to speak,
for | am only a boy.”

7 But the LORD said to me,

“Do not say, ‘Il am only a boy’;

for you shall go to all to whom | send you,

and you shall speak whatever | command you.

8 Do not be afraid of them,

for I am with you to deliver you,

says the LORD.”

9 Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth; and
the LORD said to me,

“Now | have put my words in your mouth.

10 See, today | appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,

to pluck up and to pull down,

to destroy and to overthrow,

to build and to plant.”

11 The word of the LORD came to me, saying, “Jeremiah, what
do you see?” And |

said, “l see a branch of an almond tree.” 12 Then the LORD said
to me, “You have

seen well, for | am watching over my word to perform it.” 13 The
word of the

LORD came to me a second time, saying, “What do you see?”
And | said, “l see a boiling

pot, tilted away from the north.”



Prophet as Poet

Hebrew for “Prol:)het” 1S (nabi - pronounce “navi”).

As you can see in the Jeremiah passage he is not overcome.

He doesn’t not become an automaton who does God’s foiclcling

without question or inl:)ut.

Rather, he is self~aware c—:nough) and selﬁpreserving enough

to argue that he shouldn’t be sent.

Jeremiah’s role is to the the “Press Secretarg” of the Almightg

who delivers the news of what he overhears of God.



|
 The SePtuagent. o
The GREEK translation of the Hebrew Bible

It translated the Hebrew word “poet” (navi) into the Greek

-word “Prophet,” from two Greek words pro (meaning ‘before’) and
 phemi (verb ‘to say’).

' As you might imagine this decision to render the Hebrew
' into Greek in a way that literally means “to say before,”

dramatically influences how prophetic inspiration i1s understood!
|

|
| The Bible 1tself does not describe prophets
' in the category of fortune tellers.

|



