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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH | Inviting, Growing, Serving… 

Becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

January 1,  2023 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Faith is a growing faith community in the Aurora area. We’re people just like you, who are 

hungry to know God better.  We’re looking for the answers to life’s tough questions.  We’re 

struggling to be better parents, spouses, friends, and neighbors.  We don’t have all the 

answers but we’re growing as we go. 

Faith is a great place to find healing for broken hearts and broken lives.  In every Sunday 

message you’ll learn new skills and attitudes to help you live life with the kind of joy that God 

intends for us.  You’ll also meet people who are also growing in their journey through the 

joys and challenges of life.  You’ll find lots of “walking partners” for your journey here.  There 

are no closed doors at Faith, just lots of opportunities to grow in Christ, friendship, and love. 

Faith is a church with a great vision; however, accomplishing a great vision requires the 

participation of many great people like you.  There’s a place in our vision for you to use your 

unique gifts and talents. 

CURRENT MESSAGE SERIES :   NEW YEAR NEW YOU 
The New Year is full of possibilities that fuel potential for a better future. That's why we 
make resolutions . . . even though those resolutions usually fall by the wayside. Here's 
something simple you can do to make the most of this year. 
 
 

 
 
 



 

_____________________________________________________ 

The Gathering 
 
 

OPENING SONGS   please stand       
 
Angels We Have Heard on High 
Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, 
echoing their joyous strains. 
 
Chorus    Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
                  Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be 
which inspire your heav'nly song?  (Chorus) 
 
Come to Bethlehem and see 
Christ whose birth the angels sing 
Come adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord the newborn King  (Chorus) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The First Noel 
The First Noel the Angels did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter's night that was so deep 
 

Chorus      Noel Noel Noel Noel 
                    Born is the King of Israel! 
 

They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the East beyond them far 
And to the earth it gave great light 
And so it continued both day and night    (Chorus) 
 
And by the light of that same star 
Three Wise men came from country far 
To seek for a King was their intent 
And to follow the star wherever it went   (Chorus) 
 
This star drew nigh to the northwest 
O'er Bethlehem it took it's rest 
And there it did both Pause and stay 
Right o'er the place where Jesus lay   (Chorus) 
 
Then entered in those wise men three 
Full reverently upon their knee 
And offered there in His presence 
Their gold an myrrh and frankincense  (Chorus) (Chorus) 

 
 
OPENING PRAYER   

A:   O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. 
As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm 
and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 



 

______________________________________________ 
The Word 
 

FIRST LESSON  Galatians 5: 22-25 
By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such 
things. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                            He Is Exalted 
    please stand 
 

He is exalted, the King is exalted on high;   I will praise him. 
He is exalted, forever exalted,   and I will praise his name. 
Jesus is Lord, forever his truth shall reign; 
heaven and earth rejoice in his holy name. 
He is exalted, the King is exalted on high! 

 
 
GOSPEL                                                                                                        Matthew 2:13-23 
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 
until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” Then 
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 
 

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, 
and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two 
years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. 
Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice 
was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her 
children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
 

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of 
Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then Joseph got up, 



 

took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard 
that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to 
go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of 
Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been 
spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 
 
MESSAGE                                                                   New Year New You  | Pastor Rob 

 
 

_______________________________________________ 
Service of Holy Baptism 
 

P:   In Holy Baptism our gracious heavenly Father liberates us from sin and death by 
joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born 
children of a fallen humanity; in the waters of Baptism we are reborn children of 
God and inheritors of eternal life.  By water and the Holy Spirit we are made 
members of the Church which is the body of Christ.  As we live with him and with 
his people, we grow in faith, love and obedience to the will of God. 

 

Sponsors: We present Hollyn  Ann Marie Anderson to receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Baptism. 

 

P:   In Christian love you have presented this child for Holy Baptism.  You should, 
therefore, faithfully bring her to the services of God’s house and teach her the 
Lord’s Prayer, the Creed and the Ten Commandments.  As she grows in years, you 
should place in her hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for her instruction in 
the Christian faith, that, living in the covenant of her Baptism and in communion 
with the Church, she may lead a godly life until the day of Jesus Christ. 

 

      Do you promise to fulfill these obligations? 
R:  I do. 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 



 

P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:  We give you thanks, for in the beginning 
your Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven and earth.  By the gift 
of water you nourish and sustain us and all living things. 
By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom 
you had chosen, Noah and his family.  You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire 
through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land.  In the 
waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit.   
By the baptism of His own death and resurrection your beloved Son has set us 
free from the bondage to sin and death, and has opened the way to the joy and 
freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom and of cleansing 
and rebirth.  In obedience to His command, we make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that this child who is here baptized may be given 
new life.  Wash away her sin and cleanse her by this water and bring her forth as 
an inheritor of Your glorious kingdom. 

 

To You be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P:  I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 
the Church, the faith in which we baptize. Do you renounce all the forces of evil, 
the devil, and all his empty promises? 

S:  I do. 
 

P:  Do you believe in God the Father? 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.  On the third day he 
rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 
P:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the  
      forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



 

 

P:  Hollyn, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.  Amen 

 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 

P:  God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for freeing your sons  
      and daughters from the power of sin and for raising them up to a new life through  
      this holy sacrament.  Pour your Holy Spirit upon Hollyn: the spirit of  
      wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of  
      knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence. 

 

      Hollyn, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with   
      the cross of Christ forever. 
 

A:  Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and  
      glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon Dylan & Lexi.  Let them ever 
rejoice in the gift you have given them.  Make them teachers and examples of 
righteousness for Hollyn. Strengthen them in their own Baptism so they may 
share eternally with their children the salvation you have given them, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P:   Through Baptism God has made this new sister a member in the priesthood we all 
share in Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim the praise of God and bear His 
creative and redeeming Word to all the world. 

C:   We welcome you into the Lord’s family.  We receive you as a fellow member  
       of the body of Christ, a child of the same Heavenly Father, and a worker with us  
       in the kingdom of God. 

 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING 
 

 
 
 



 

OFFERING RESPONSE                                                                              Away in a Manger 
        please stand  
 

Away in a manger no crib for a bed, 
             the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;  

the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A:    God of abundance, 
        receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 
        Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 
        and gather us at your table of celebration. 
        Strengthen us to share with all the world 
        the abundance of your grace upon grace, 
        poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
C:    Amen. 

_____________________________________________ 
The Meal 
 

P:       God, you are with us. 
C:       You are always with us. 
 

P:       May we open our hearts. 
C:       May we know your presence. 
 

P:        In thanksgiving, 
C:        And in deepest honor. 
 

P:        Holy God, we honor you in whom our lives are founded, and in whom our  
            futures lie. We remember and honor also the human searching over the  
            centuries that has perceived your presence in life, and your meaning for all  
            of life. 
 

            Above all we honor Jesus, our Christ, whose life and death reveal to us, as    
            his resurrection, the full nature of your being and the potential nature of  
            ours. 
 

            We remember that, on the night before his death, Jesus, as he’d always  



 

            done, gathered his friends for a common meal. He took bread, gave thanks  
             to you, broke the bread and gave some to each one, saying: 
                   “Take, eat: This is my body given for you and for everyone.  
                      Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

             After supper he took a cup of wine, and, when he had given thanks, he   
             gave it to them and said:  
                   “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood which is shed for you and for  
                      everyone. Drink this in remembrance of me.” 
 

            In light of this, we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
 C :      Christ has died. 
            Christ is risen. 
            Christ’s spirit renews our lives. 
 
P:       Holy God, may our hearts and minds be alive to what is sacred in this bread  
           and wine. May they open us to your guidance and to your love for us, for all  
           humankind, and for all life on this earth. This is our hope, our common  
           will, and the expression of our love and trust in Jesus, our Christ.  
 

           And now, in the spirit of Christ’s teaching, we pray: 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done,  
   on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread;  
 Forgive us our sins,  

   as we forgive those  
   who sin against us;  

  Save us from the time of trial,  
   and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 



 

INVITATION TO THE MEAL 
 

P:  Glory to God in the highest! 
         Come to the table of peace. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

DISTRIBUTION    
AN INVITATION 
      We invite you to share in Holy Communion this morning, regardless of your church background or lack thereof.   
      We believe that God is present in the bread and wine as it becomes the body and blood of Jesus Christ and that  
      this presence is a gift of grace in the lives of those who receive it.  All are welcomed to the table enjoy this gift of 
God’s love and mercy.  Grape juice is in the center of the communion tray. Gluten free wafers available at usher stand. 

 
COMMUNION BLESSING    please stand 

 

P:     The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  
            His grace. 

C:     Amen. 

______________________________________________ 
The Sending 
 

SENDING PRAYER 
A:   God our redeemer, 
       you have fed us at this table 
       with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 
       As you have gathered us in joy, 
       send us forth as messengers of your peace. 
       Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 
       born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen 
 
BLESSING 
P:  God bless you and keep you, 
       †  Jesus grant you grace and truth, 
       and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 
       now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 



 

CLOSING SONG                                                 Joy to the World (Unspeakable Joy) 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come. 
Let earth receive her King 
Let every heart prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and heaven and naturesing 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns 
Let all their songs employ 
While fields and floods rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat, Repeat, the sounding joy 
 

Chorus      Joy unspeakable joy 
                   An overflowing well 
                   No tongue can tell 
                   Joy unspeakable joy 
                    It rises in my soul 
                    Never lets me go 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love; 
And wonders of His love; 
And wonders, wonders of His love.   (Chorus) 
 
 

  
DISMISSAL 
L:   Christ the Savior is born! 
       Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 
C:   Thanks be to God. 

 
 



 

_______________________________________________ 
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Welcome to Faith! 
We are so glad that you have chosen to worship with us today!  Have questions about Faith? 
Wondering how to get connected or get more involved? We'd love to help. No matter where 
you are in life or how many times you've visited, we're here to guide you towards your next 
best step. Stop by the welcome center located near the main entrance. If this is your first 
time at Faith, let us know, we’ve got a special gift just for you! 
 

BAPTISM TODAY 
Today we celebrated the baptism of Hollyn Anderson, daughter of Dylan & Lexi Anderson.  
Please welcome her into God’s family! 

 
NEXT                                                                                                   Sun 1/15    | 9:00 & 10:30 AM 
 

If you've ever wondered how to get involved at Faith, or how to take the next step, don't 
worry. We've created a simple next step for you. It's a small gathering called NEXT. This 
informal gathering lasts only about 20 minutes after services and will provide you an 
overview of our mission, strategy, and environments to help you determine your best next 
step for continuing your faith journey.  Meets fireside 
 

KIDWERKS                                                                                                         Sundays at 9:30 AM 
Kidwerks~in person AND online! 
Join us as we dive into learning about new virtues each month through stories from the bible 
so that we can grow in our understanding and relationship with God.  To register go to  
discoveringfaith.com  or for more information please contact jenn@discoveringfaith.com  

 
REVOLUTION                                     Sundays | 5:00 PM 
 

On Sunday Nights at Faith, we’ve created an event that attracts middle & high school 
students just like you. After all, we figure you want to be wherever your friends are. We 
make this time as fun and relevant as we possibly can. The goal is for you to leave feeling 
energized to go out there and tackle another week!  
Register online-  discoveringfaith.com 
 

UPCOMING REVOLUTION DATES 

Sunday 1/8 – Serve 
Sunday 1/15 – Groups 
Sunday 1/22 - Gathering 

mailto:jenn@discoveringfaith.com


 

2023 DONATION ENVELOPES 
The printing company is running very behind in their orders and our donation envelopes have 
not shipped, as soon as we get them they will be available to you.  You may still make 
donations as they are entered by name, not giving number.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Giving at Faith!  As Easy as Click & Give 

As followers of Jesus Christ, we embrace irrational generosity.  We know it 
changes lives—ours and the people we’re reaching. At Faith, taking action 
on your generosity is simple.  Just scan the QR code with your camera and 

give.  Simple, safe, and secure.   

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers 
If you would like to add someone to our prayer list and have the prayer team pray for them, 
please contact the church office at (630) 862-3500 or send an e-
mail  prayerteam@discoveringfaith.com 
Prayer concerns will be listed for four weeks unless otherwise noted. 
  
Care 
If you know of someone who is in need of emotional, physical, or spiritual support, please 
contact our care team at: careteam@discoveringfaith.com 
  
Pastoral Emergency 
In the case of an emergency that requires immediate Pastoral Care, please contact Pastor 
Rob directly on his cell phone at (630) 248-5515. 
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