
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Second Sunday after Epiphany  

9:30 am worship service



 

 

 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH | Inviting, Growing, Serving… 

Becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

January 15,  2023 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Faith is a growing faith community in the Aurora area. We’re people just like you, who are 

hungry to know God better.  We’re looking for the answers to life’s tough questions.  We’re 

struggling to be better parents, spouses, friends, and neighbors.  We don’t have all the 

answers but we’re growing as we go. 

Faith is a great place to find healing for broken hearts and broken lives.  In every Sunday 

message you’ll learn new skills and attitudes to help you live life with the kind of joy that God 

intends for us.  You’ll also meet people who are also growing in their journey through the 

joys and challenges of life.  You’ll find lots of “walking partners” for your journey here.  There 

are no closed doors at Faith, just lots of opportunities to grow in Christ, friendship, and love. 

Faith is a church with a great vision; however, accomplishing a great vision requires the 

participation of many great people like you.  There’s a place in our vision for you to use your 

unique gifts and talents. 

CURRENT MESSAGE SERIES :   FOLLOW 
No matter what you believe, no matter how you behave, Jesus invites you to …follow. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

_____________________________________________________ 

The Gathering 
 
 

OPENING SONGS   please stand       
 
Only King Forever 
Our God and firm foundation 
Our Rock the only solid ground 
The nations rise and fall 
Kingdoms once strong now shaken 
We trust forever in Your name 
The name of Jesus 
We trust in the name of Jesus 
 

Chorus       You are the only King forever 
                     Almighty God we lift You higher 
                    You are the only King forever 
                    Forevermore You are victorious   
 

Unmatched in all Your wisdom 
In love and justice You will reign 
And ev'ry knee will bow 
We bring our expectations 
Our hope is anchored in Your name 
The name of Jesus 
Oh we trust the name of Jesus   (Chorus) 
 

We lift our banner high 
We lift the name of Jesus 
From age to age You reign 
Your kingdom has no end  (Chorus) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Build My Life 
Worthy of ev’ry song we could ever sing 
Worthy of all the praise we could ever bring 
Worthy of ev’ry breath we could ever breathe 
We live for You 
 

Jesus the name above ev’ry other name 
Jesus the only one who could ever save 
Worthy of ev’ry breath we could ever breathe 
We live for You     We live for You 
 

Holy there is no one like You 
There is none beside You 
Open up my eyes in wonder and show me who You are 
And fill me with Your heart 
And lead me in Your love to those around me 
 

I will build my life upon Your love 
It is a firm foundation 
I will put my trust in You alone 
And I will not be shaken 

 
OPENING PRAYER   

A:   Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, 
that through your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow 
you and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

______________________________________________ 
The Word 
 

FIRST LESSON  1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother 
Sosthenes, To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God 
always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ 
Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge 
of every kind— just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among 
you— so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may 
be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were 
called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                            Be Thou My Vision 
    please stand 
 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art 
Thou my best thought by day or by night 
Waking or sleeping Thy presence my light 

 
GOSPEL                                                                                                                  Luke 1: 1-4 
Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the events that 
have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed on to us by those who 
from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, I too decided, 
after investigating everything carefully from the very first, to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the truth 
concerning the things about which you have been instructed. 
 
MESSAGE                                                                     Somebody Had To Tell | Pastor Rob 

 

 



 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

A: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 

 

A: Put a new song in the mouth of your church. Inspire the baptized to tell of 
your faithfulness, sharing the good news of your salvation throughout the 
earth. Bless the witness of missionaries. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A:  The waters of baptism call us into life in the Spirit. Preserve the world’s waters: 
protect them from pollution, support plants and animals who depend on 
them, and bring rain in places of drought. Guide us in protecting local 
waterways and in responding to devastating floods. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: In Jesus you are the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Show 
your mercy to all nations. Direct leaders to do your will; fill governing bodies 
with righteousness; equip judges with discernment and compassion. Merciful 
God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: You incline your ear to all who cry to you. Draw near to individuals and 
communities suffering violence, injustice, illness, or poverty. Hide them in the 
shadow of your hand and make us signs of your faithfulness to all in need. 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: You are glorified in the servants you have called. With Martin Luther King Jr., 
give us bold trust in you. Even when it feels like a sharp sword or polished 
arrow, give us courage to receive your call to repentance and racial justice. 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A:   Gracious and loving God, we pray for the family and friends of Faith… Merciful 
God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 



 

P: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 
revealed in Christ crucified. 

C:   Amen. 
 
 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING 
 

 
OFFERING RESPONSE                                                                     Praise and Thanksgiving 
        please stand  
 

Praise and thanksgiving      God we would offer 
For all things living       You have made good 
Harvest of sown fields      Fruits of the orchard 
Hay from the mown fields      Blossom and wood 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A:    Liberating God, 
        you break the bonds of injustice 
        and let the oppressed go free. 
        Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
        for all your works of merciful power, 
        and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
        You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
C:    Amen. 

 
_____________________________________________ 
The Meal 
 

P:       God, you are with us. 
C:       You are always with us. 
 

P:       May we open our hearts. 
C:       May we know your presence. 
 



 

P:        In thanksgiving, 
C:        And in deepest honor. 
 

P:        Holy God, we honor you in whom our lives are founded, and in whom our  
            futures lie. We remember and honor also the human searching over the  
            centuries that has perceived your presence in life, and your meaning for all  
            of life. 
 

            Above all we honor Jesus, our Christ, whose life and death reveal to us, as    
            his resurrection, the full nature of your being and the potential nature of  
            ours. 
 

            We remember that, on the night before his death, Jesus, as he’d always  
            done, gathered his friends for a common meal. He took bread, gave thanks  
             to you, broke the bread and gave some to each one, saying: 
                   “Take, eat: This is my body given for you and for everyone.  
                      Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

             After supper he took a cup of wine, and, when he had given thanks, he   
             gave it to them and said:  
                   “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood which is shed for you and for  
                      everyone. Drink this in remembrance of me.” 
 

            In light of this, we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
 C :      Christ has died. 
            Christ is risen. 
            Christ’s spirit renews our lives. 
 
P:       Holy God, may our hearts and minds be alive to what is sacred in this bread  
           and wine. May they open us to your guidance and to your love for us, for all  
           humankind, and for all life on this earth. This is our hope, our common  
           will, and the expression of our love and trust in Jesus, our Christ.  
 

           And now, in the spirit of Christ’s teaching, we pray: 
 

 
 
 
 



 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done,  
   on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread;  
 Forgive us our sins,  

   as we forgive those  
   who sin against us;  

  Save us from the time of trial,  
   and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 
INVITATION TO THE MEAL 
 

P:  Come and taste the joy of God! 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

DISTRIBUTION    
AN INVITATION 
      We invite you to share in Holy Communion this morning, regardless of your church background or lack thereof.   
      We believe that God is present in the bread and wine as it becomes the body and blood of Jesus Christ and that  
      this presence is a gift of grace in the lives of those who receive it.  All are welcomed to the table enjoy this gift of 
God’s love and mercy.  Grape juice is in the center of the communion tray. Gluten free wafers available at usher stand. 

 
COMMUNION BLESSING    please stand 

 

P:     The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  
            His grace. 

C:     Amen. 

 
 
 
 



 

______________________________________________ 
The Sending 
 

SENDING PRAYER 
A:   Holy One, 
       we thank you for the healing 
       that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
       Renew our strength to do justice, 
       love kindness, 
       and journey humbly with you. 
C: Amen 
 
BLESSING 
P:  The God who faithfully brings forth justice 
       and breaks the oppressor’s rod 
       † bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 
       today and always. 
C:  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CLOSING SONG                                                                  Doxology – God Be Praised 
Praise God  From Whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him   All creatures here below 
Praise Him above   Ye heav'nly host 
Praise Father   Son and Holy Ghost 
 

Chorus      Praise the Father      Praise the Son 
                    Praise the Spirit        Now with us 
                    Every moment all our days     God be praised 
                    Oh God be praised 
 

Praise God     With morning's breaking light 
Praise Him      Through darkness of the night 
Praise Him      With every breath of life 
Praise Him my soul     With all your might   (Chorus) 
 

Praise God     In face to face we see 
The One who died      To set us free 
The One       Who rose in victory 
Praise now forever      Christ our King   (Chorus) (Chorus) 
 

God be praised 
Oh God be praised 
Praise God  From Whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him   All creatures here below 
Praise Him above   Ye heav'nly host 
Praise Father   Son and Holy Ghost 
 
 

  
DISMISSAL 
L:   Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
C:   Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 



 

_______________________________________________ 
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Welcome to Faith! 
We are so glad that you have chosen to worship with us today!  Have questions about Faith? 
Wondering how to get connected or get more involved? We'd love to help. No matter where 
you are in life or how many times you've visited, we're here to guide you towards your next 
best step. Stop by the welcome center located near the main entrance. If this is your first 
time at Faith, let us know, we’ve got a special gift just for you! 
 

NEXT                                                                                                   Sun 1/15    | 9:00 & 10:30 AM 
 

If you've ever wondered how to get involved at Faith, or how to take the next step, don't 
worry. We've created a simple next step for you. It's a small gathering called NEXT. This 
informal gathering lasts only about 20 minutes after services and will provide you an 
overview of our mission, strategy, and environments to help you determine your best next 
step for continuing your faith journey.  Meets fireside 
 

ADULT ONLINE STUDY GROUP: COLOSSIANS                         Begins Tues 1/17 | 7:00 PM 
Back in the first century the church was dealing a massive challenge that has never gone 
away...the problem of division. Throughout history, and in every part of the world, people 
can be divided because of ethnicity, gender, social class, religion, and a long list of other 
things. The world might be divided over these things, but Christians should not be. 
Join us for our 6-part online study group that meets Tuesdays from 7:00 – 8:15pm.  Register 
today either online or at the welcome center. 

 
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING                   Sun 1/29  | 10:45 AM 
 

All members are invited to attend Faith's annual congregational meeting. This year’s meeting 
will be in person and on Zoom, a link will be sent out to members prior.  Agenda items will 
include a review and celebration of 2022,  approval of the 2023 spending plan, the election of 
council members and nominating committee members.   

 
CHILI COOK-OFF                                                                                                Sat   2/4  | 5:00 PM 
  
All are invited to dust off your crock pot and dig out your famous secret chili recipe. Come 
join us for the food, fun, and friendly competition as we showcase Faith’s best and tastiest 
chili at the annual Chili Cook-Off on Saturday, February 4 starting at 5PM.  To sign up to be a 
contestant stop by the welcome center.   Get ready for some great tastin' Chili! 

 



 

CHILDRENS MINISTRY VALENTINES DAY EVENT         Fri 2/10 | 6:30 PM 
Faith families are invited to attend the Valentines Day event.  We will be packing up goody 
bags and making Valentine's cards to be distributed to our congregation members! Bring 
your creativity and the children's ministry team will provide the supplies! 

 
MEMBERSHIP AT FAITH                     Mon 2/13 & 2/20 | 6:30 PM 
This two-part course invites participants to explore the vision, mission and values of Faith, as 
well as a broad overview of the Christian faith from a Lutheran perspective. Participants will 
also discover their unique gifts and how they can use them in serving others. This course is 
open to everyone, and is an expectation of those who wish to become members at Faith. 
Register online or sign up at the welcome center. 

 
GROUPLINK                                                                                                      Wed 2/15 | 7:00 PM 

If you are interested in learning how to connect to a community group here at Faith please 
plan on attending Grouplink.  In a community group, people study God's Word together and 
discuss the issues and challenges of life. It's also where they pray, care for one another, and 
are missed if they don't show up. Life change happens best in these small groups!  Sign up at 
the welcome center or online.  
 
BRIGHT BEGINNINGS REGISTRATION 
  
Registration is now open for preschool classes which will begin Fall 2023. There is a 5% tuition 
discount for church members. Information and forms for registration are available on the 
church website discoveringfaith.com/bright-beginnings. Feel free to call the church (630) 
862-3500 and leave a message for Jenn at extension 103 or 
email jenn@discoveringfaith.com.  

 
KIDWERKS                                                                                                         Sundays at 9:30 AM 
Kidwerks~in person AND online! 
Join us as we dive into learning about new virtues each month through stories from the bible 
so that we can grow in our understanding and relationship with God.  To register go to  
discoveringfaith.com  or for more information please contact jenn@discoveringfaith.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://discoveringfaith.com/bright-beginnings
mailto:jenn@discoveringfaith.com
mailto:jenn@discoveringfaith.com


 

REVOLUTION                                     Sundays | 5:00 PM 
 

On Sunday Nights at Faith, we’ve created an event that attracts middle & high school 
students just like you. After all, we figure you want to be wherever your friends are. We 
make this time as fun and relevant as we possibly can. The goal is for you to leave feeling 
energized to go out there and tackle another week!  
Register online-  discoveringfaith.com 
 

UPCOMING REVOLUTION DATES 

Sunday 1/8 – Serve 
Sunday 1/15 – Groups 
Sunday 1/22 – Gathering 
Sunday 1/29 - Gathering 
 
2023 DONATION ENVELOPES 
The printing company is running very behind in their orders and our donation envelopes have 
not shipped, as soon as we get them they will be available to you.  You may still make 
donations as they are entered by name, not giving number.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Giving at Faith!  As Easy as Click & Give 

As followers of Jesus Christ, we embrace irrational generosity.  We know it 
changes lives—ours and the people we’re reaching. At Faith, taking action 
on your generosity is simple.  Just scan the QR code with your camera and 

give.  Simple, safe, and secure.   

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayers 
If you would like to add someone to our prayer list and have the prayer team pray for them, 
please contact the church office at (630) 862-3500 or send an e-
mail  prayerteam@discoveringfaith.com 
Prayer concerns will be listed for four weeks unless otherwise noted. 
  
Care 
If you know of someone who is in need of emotional, physical, or spiritual support, please 
contact our care team at: careteam@discoveringfaith.com 
  
Pastoral Emergency 
In the case of an emergency that requires immediate Pastoral Care, please contact Pastor 
Rob directly on his cell phone at (630) 248-5515. 
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