
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Last Sunday after Epiphany  

9:30 am worship service



 

 

 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH | Inviting, Growing, Serving… 

Becoming fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. 

February 19,  2023 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Faith is a growing faith community in the Aurora area. We’re people just like you, who are 

hungry to know God better.  We’re looking for the answers to life’s tough questions.  We’re 

struggling to be better parents, spouses, friends, and neighbors.  We don’t have all the 

answers but we’re growing as we go. 

Faith is a great place to find healing for broken hearts and broken lives.  In every Sunday 

message you’ll learn new skills and attitudes to help you live life with the kind of joy that God 

intends for us.  You’ll also meet people who are also growing in their journey through the 

joys and challenges of life.  You’ll find lots of “walking partners” for your journey here.  There 

are no closed doors at Faith, just lots of opportunities to grow in Christ, friendship, and love. 

Faith is a church with a great vision; however, accomplishing a great vision requires the 

participation of many great people like you.  There’s a place in our vision for you to use your 

unique gifts and talents. 

CURRENT MESSAGE SERIES :   FOLLOW 
No matter what you believe, no matter how you behave, Jesus invites you to …follow. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

_____________________________________________________ 

The Gathering 
 
 

OPENING SONGS   please stand       
 

Open Up the Heavens 
We've waited for this day, we're gathered in Your name 
Calling out to you 
Your glory like a fire,  awakening desire 
Will burn our hearts with truth 
 

Pre-Chorus  You're the reason we're here 
                      You're the reason we're singing 
 

Chorus      Open up the heavens, we want to see you 
           Open up the floodgates, a mighty river 
         Flowing from your heart 
            Filling every part of our praise 
 

Your presence in this place, Your glory on our face 
We're looking to the sky 
Descending like a cloud, You're standing with us now 
Lord, unveil our eyes  (Pre-Chorus) (Chorus) 
 

Show us, show us Your glory 
Show us, show us Your power 
Show us, show us Your glory, Lord 
Show us, show us Your glory 
Show us, show us Your power 
Show us, show us Your glory, Lord   (Chorus) (Chorus) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

King of My Heart 
Let the King of my heart 
Be the mountain where I run 
The fountain I drink from 
Oh He is my song 
Let the King of my heart 
Be the shadow where I hide 
The ransom for my life 
Oh He is my song 
 

You are good good oh     You are good good oh 
You are good good oh      You are good good oh 
 

Let the King of my heart 
Be the wind inside my sails 
The anchor in the waves 
Oh He is my song 
Let the King of my heart 
Be the fire inside my veins 
The echo of my days 
Oh He is my song 
 

You're never gonna let   Never gonna let me down 
You're never gonna let   Never gonna let me down 
You're never gonna let   Never gonna let me down 
You're never gonna let   Never gonna let me down 
 

When the night is holding on to me 
God is holding on 
When the night is holding on to me 
God is holding on 

 
OPENING PRAYER   

A:   O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of 
the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright 
cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as 
your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its 
fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 



 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
______________________________________________ 
The Word 
 

FIRST LESSON  2 Peter 1:16-21 
For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his 
majesty. For he received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice 
was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, 
with whom I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, 
while we were with him on the holy mountain. 
 
So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be 
attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts. First of all you must understand this, that no 
prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, because no 
prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit 
spoke from God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                             How Deep the Father’s Love For Us    
please stand 
 

How deep the Father's love for us 
How vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss 
The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory 

 
 
 



 

GOSPEL                                                                                                           Luke 23: 33-43 
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there 
with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, “Father, 
forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots to 
divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at 
him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his 
chosen one!” The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour 
wine, and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also 
an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” One of the criminals who 
were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save 
yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since 
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been 
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this 
man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me 
in Paradise.” 
 
MESSAGE                                                                                                     All In | Pastor Rob 

 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

A: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 

 

A: Embolden your church as it witnesses to the majesty and mercy of your Son. 
Equip lay preachers, deacons, and pastors. Move us to share our stories of 
your faithfulness and forgiveness; may our lives proclaim your greatness. 
Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A:  Dwell with your whole creation, from the tallest mountain peak to the deepest 
valley. Bless the work of conservation organizations and protect vital habitats. 
Support the work of disaster relief agencies around the world. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

 
 



 

A: Guide and give wisdom to all in authority: our mayor and local leaders, our 
governor and state legislators, our president and national legislators. Bring 
freedom and justice to all nations. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Give shelter to those lacking safe homes. Spur communities to work for fair 
housing for all. Protect our neighbors whose dwellings do not keep out 
dangerous cold or heat; accompany with your touch those who are 
homebound, sick, or isolated. Merciful God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: Make us eager to receive your Word in scripture. Help us recognize Jesus’ 
voice in the needs of our neighbors; make us confident to follow the way of 
the cross. Merciful God 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A:   Gracious and loving God, we pray for the family and friends of Faith… Merciful 
God, 

C: receive our prayer. 
 

A: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power 
revealed in Christ crucified. 

C:   Amen. 
 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING 
 

 
OFFERING RESPONSE                                                       Praise To the Lord the Almighty 
        please stand  
 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near, 
Praise Him in glad adoration. 

 
 
 



 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A:    Liberating God, 
        you break the bonds of injustice 
        and let the oppressed go free. 
        Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 
        for all your works of merciful power, 
        and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 
        You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 
C:    Amen. 
 

 
_____________________________________________ 
The Meal 
 

P:  The earth is the Lord's and everything in it, 
The trees of the field clap their hands, 
the birds of the air sing songs of praise. 
And so, we lift up our hearts, and we lift up our voices 
And we offer thanksgiving and adoration to the Lord the Creator of all. 
 

Blessed are you, Sovereign of the Universe, for from seeds sown into the 
earth you have given us the gift of bread to feed and nourish us. And at 
Jesus' last meal with his friends, before facing the cross, Our Lord took 
bread, blessed it and broke it. Then he passed it among them saying: 

 

This is my body, broken for you.  

Take and eat, and do this to remember me. 
 

Blessed are you, Sovereign of the Universe,  
for from grapes which grow ripe and sweet on the vine, 
you have given us the gift of wine to refresh and heal us. 
And at Jesus' last meal with his friends before facing the cross, 
Our Lord took the cup of wine and blessed it. 
Then he passed it among them saying: 

 

This is my blood shed for you.  
Take and drink, and do this to remember me. 

 



 

And now we come to your table again, Jesus, 
Mindful of how you laid your life down, 
so that we and creation could be born anew; 
Mindful of how you took your life up again, 
so that we and creation could be filled with your abundant life. 
May your Spirit work in these fruits of earth, 
so that they may become for us a sharing in Christ's body and blood. 
May your Spirit work in us, so that we may be transformed into Christ's 
body, carrying his life, his care, and his salvation to all creation. 

 

C: Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done,  
   on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread;  
 Forgive us our sins,  

   as we forgive those  
   who sin against us;  

  Save us from the time of trial,  
   and deliver us from evil.  
 For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  now and forever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO THE MEAL 
 

P:  Come and taste the joy of God! 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

DISTRIBUTION    
AN INVITATION 
      We invite you to share in Holy Communion this morning, regardless of your church background or lack thereof.   
      We believe that God is present in the bread and wine as it becomes the body and blood of Jesus Christ and that  
      this presence is a gift of grace in the lives of those who receive it.  All are welcomed to the table enjoy this gift of 
      God’s love and mercy.  Apple/Grape juice is in the center of the communion tray. Gluten free wafers available at      
      usher stand. 

 
COMMUNION BLESSING    please stand 

 

P:     The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  
            His grace. 

C:     Amen. 

 
______________________________________________ 
The Sending 
 

SENDING PRAYER 
A:   Holy One, 
       we thank you for the healing 
       that springs forth abundantly from this table. 
       Renew our strength to do justice, 
       love kindness, 
       and journey humbly with you. 
C: Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CLOSING SONG                                                                  Doxology – God Be Praised 
Praise God  From Whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him   All creatures here below 
Praise Him above   Ye heav'nly host 
Praise Father   Son and Holy Ghost 
 

Chorus      Praise the Father      Praise the Son 
                    Praise the Spirit        Now with us 
                    Every moment all our days     God be praised 
                    Oh God be praised 
 

Praise God     With morning's breaking light 
Praise Him      Through darkness of the night 
Praise Him      With every breath of life 
Praise Him my soul     With all your might   (Chorus) 
 

Praise God     In face to face we see 
The One who died      To set us free 
The One       Who rose in victory 
Praise now forever      Christ our King   (Chorus) (Chorus) 
 

God be praised 
Oh God be praised 
Praise God  From Whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him   All creatures here below 
Praise Him above   Ye heav'nly host 
Praise Father   Son and Holy Ghost 
  

 
DISMISSAL 
L:   Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 
C:   Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 



 

_______________________________________________ 
NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Welcome to Faith! 
We are so glad that you have chosen to worship with us today!  Have questions about Faith? 
Wondering how to get connected or get more involved? We'd love to help. No matter where 
you are in life or how many times you've visited, we're here to guide you towards your next 
best step. Stop by the welcome center located near the main entrance. If this is your first 
time at Faith, let us know, we’ve got a special gift just for you! 
 

WELCOME MARIAH KELLEY!                      
Mariah is our new childcare attendant during Sunday worship. Please welcome her to Faith! 
Hello my name is Mariah Kelley, I grew up in Aurora , And went to College of Dupage. I have two 
amazing teenage daughters, Destiney and Serenity. And a wonderful fiancé. We love to spend 
time as a family. Our perfect weekend is cooking a big meal together and watching movies, but 
if it's a nice day we enjoy going for a walk in Downtown Naperville.   

 
NEXT                                                                                                     Today     | 9:00 & 10:30 AM 
If you've ever wondered how to get involved at Faith, or how to take the next step, don't 
worry. We've created a simple next step for you. It's a small gathering called NEXT. This 
informal gathering lasts only about 20 minutes after services and will provide you an 
overview of our mission, strategy, and environments to help you determine your best next 
step for continuing your faith journey.  Meets fireside 

 
ADULT ONLINE STUDY GROUP: COLOSSIANS                                 Tuesdays | 7:00 PM 
Back in the first century the church was dealing a massive challenge that has never gone 
away...the problem of division. Throughout history, and in every part of the world, people 
can be divided because of ethnicity, gender, social class, religion, and a long list of other 
things. The world might be divided over these things, but Christians should not be. 
Join us for our 6-part online study group that meets Tuesdays from 7:00 – 8:15pm.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE                                                        Wed 2/22  | Noon & 7:00 PM 
During the Christian church year, there are two major celebrations.  One is Christmas where 
we celebrate Jesus’ birth, and the other is Easter, when we celebrate His death and 
resurrection. There is a time before Easter where we often prepare ourselves for Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. This time is known as Lent.  
Lent consists of the 40 days before Easter, not counting Sundays— because they are always 
celebrations of Jesus’ resurrection. Thus, the first day of Lent is always a Wednesday. In 
ancient times, people marked times of fasting, prayer, and repentance by placing ashes on 
their foreheads. Today we do it as a reminder of who we are and what we are—forgiven 
sinners. 

 
MIDWEEK WORSHIP – The Power to Become                                 Wednesdays | 7:15 PM 

     Begins 3/1/23 

Few things in life are more frustrating than knowing you need to change, trying to change, 
but not actually changing. It’s possible to find the power to become so you can start living 
the life you want. We’ll discover together how to master the habits that matter the most so 
that we can become all that God has made us to be.  Don’t miss this inspiring journey! 
 

Each Lenten season we provide a fellowship opportunity for people of faith to gather around 
a table and share a meal at 6:30PM.  This meal is intended to be simple and provide some 
time for us to slow down and care for one another. Everyone who attends shares in the 
responsibility of providing different components for the meal.  Volunteers sign up each week 
to provide a gallon of soup for the evening.  The remainder of the attendees provide either 
bread or cookies.  Beverages and table service will be provided. The Lenten Meal will be 
offered at 6:30 PM on Wednesdays: 3/1, 3/8, 3/15, 3/22, and 3/29.   Our worship series begins 
after this fellowship time at 7:15PM.  
You may sign up at the welcome center or online at www.discoveringfaith.com 

 
KIDWERKS                                                                                                         Sundays at 9:30 AM 
Kidwerks~in person AND online! 
Join us as we dive into learning about new virtues each month through stories from the bible 
so that we can grow in our understanding and relationship with God.  To register go to  
discoveringfaith.com  or for more information please contact jenn@discoveringfaith.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jenn@discoveringfaith.com


 

REVOLUTION                                     Sundays | 5:00 PM 
 

On Sunday Nights at Faith, we’ve created an event that attracts middle & high school 
students just like you. After all, we figure you want to be wherever your friends are. We 
make this time as fun and relevant as we possibly can. The goal is for you to leave feeling 
energized to go out there and tackle another week!  
Register online-  discoveringfaith.com 
 

UPCOMING REVOLUTION DATES 

Sunday 2/19 – Groups 
Sunday 2/26 – Gathering 
Sunday 3/5 – Groups 
 
CHIME IN CHOIR  
Hand chimers needed.  Come make a joyful noise with us on the first three Saturdays of the 
month at 11am to 12 noon.  No musical experience needed.  Inquire at the welcome desk 
about this fun and uplifting group! 
 
BRIGHT BEGINNINGS REGISTRATION 
 Registration is now open for preschool classes which will begin Fall 2023. There is a 5% tuition 
discount for church members. Information and forms for registration are available on the 
church website discoveringfaith.com/bright-beginnings. Feel free to call the church (630) 
862-3500 and leave a message for Jenn at extension 103 or 
email jenn@discoveringfaith.com.  

 
 
 
Giving at Faith!  As Easy as Click & Give 

As followers of Jesus Christ, we embrace irrational generosity.  We know it 
changes lives—ours and the people we’re reaching. At Faith, taking action 
on your generosity is simple.  Just scan the QR code with your camera and 

give.  Simple, safe, and secure.   
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Prayers 
If you would like to add someone to our prayer list and have the prayer team pray for them, 
please contact the church office at (630) 862-3500 or send an e-
mail  prayerteam@discoveringfaith.com 
Prayer concerns will be listed for four weeks unless otherwise noted. 
  
Care 
If you know of someone who is in need of emotional, physical, or spiritual support, please 
contact our care team at: careteam@discoveringfaith.com 
  
Pastoral Emergency 
In the case of an emergency that requires immediate Pastoral Care, please contact Pastor 
Rob directly on his cell phone at (630) 248-5515. 
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