
In this Issue: 

Pastor’s  Letter 1 

Vicars’ View 2 

Serving the Lord 3 

Lenten News 4 

Church News 5-8 

Financial Secretary Report 10 

Treasurer Report 11 

Calendar 12 

From Pastor’s Pen:      

Special Points of Interest: 

Letters from church staff. 

March Birthdays. 

All upcoming events and 
activities that you won’t 

want to miss! 

St. John’s Lutheran Church of East Moline, IL March 2021 Volume 62 Issue 7 

www.stjohnsem.org 

“See, we are going up to Jerusalem.  And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and 
scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and 
flogged and crucified, and he will be raised on the third day.”   (Matthew 20:18-19) 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
      In these verses our Lord Jesus invites His disciples to go with Him to Jerusalem where they will 
witness His beautiful, saving work and experience a crazy ride on the emotional roller coaster on the 
most holy week the world has ever known.  In Christ’s name I encourage you to come with us this year 
to Jerusalem and experience this emotional ride for yourselves.  Especially through our Holy Week 
services you will be able to participate in the passion and victory of your Savior.   
     No other week on the Church calendar is as rich in devotion as this.  The eight days from Palm 
Sunday to Easter saturates us in the awesome mystery of God’s saving work in Christ.  Attendance at 
each service enhances the spiritual impact of the others.  To get the most out of Easter, plan on 
following Christ through the entire week.  Historically, the week begins on Palm or Passion Sunday 
with the shouts of children welcoming Jesus into Jerusalem.  They welcome Him with the plea, 
“Hosanna [Lord, please save us], Son of David!”  From there we will witness the people’s affections 
begin to turn away from Christ.  As our penitential season of Lent reaches its climax, this serves as a 
fitting symbol of our own lives of disaffection toward our Lord.  From Passion Sunday up to Maundy 
Thursday we complete our time of preparation with repentance.   
     The holy communion of Maundy Thursday marks the beginning of the three holy days.  The 
services of these days are not really distinct and disconnected, but are a continuous remembrance and 
celebration of Christ’s death and resurrection, His Pasche or Passover.   
    It begins on Holy Thursday when Christ reveals Himself as the true Paschal Lamb of sacrifice and 
institutes the New Testament in His body and blood.  
     It continues with the liturgy of the Cross on Good Friday.  This is when His blood is shed and His 
body torn for us; completing the sacrifice that covers the sins of the world.   
     From there we move to the Vigil of Easter, the New Testament equivalent of the night when the 
angel of death passed over those in Egypt who had been marked by the blood of the lamb.  For us it 
marks the time when death passes over us because the seal of Christ’s tomb is broken.  Christ rises 
from the dead to deliver us from our bondage to sin, death and the devil.  In this service we pass from 
darkness into light with lighting of the Paschal Candle.   We also remember, as the Israelites who left 
Egypt following the Passover, that we have been delivered out of our slavery to sin.  We have crossed 
over to a new life through the waters in which our enemies are drowned.   
     The celebration continues with the festival of the resurrection in our Easter Day services.  At this 
time the Alleluias again ring throughout the church to proclaim the victory we have in our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  It is a time for unrestrained expressions of joy.  The battle is over, the victory is won!  Our 
Easter celebration is the chief service of the year, and the pattern for every Lord’s day service through 
the year.   
      Come, join your family in Christ at all of the Holy Week services.  Come to see and feel the sorrow.  
Come to taste and witness the passion.  Come to share and rejoice in the victory!   
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Vicar’s View 

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; 
 I will make him a helper fit for him.” Genesis 2:18 

Some of you participated in our Bible study over the last month and a half or so where we talked 
about community and not being alone. This is an incredibly important part of our lives, not only as 
Christians, but as people. Humans were created to be in relation with one another. This is clear from 
the opening verse that I chose from Genesis chapter 2. While this is a verse that normally has a 
marriage and wedding connotation to it, the same can be said of us as members of the body of 
Christ. Paul affirms this for us as he writes, “we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or 
Greeks, whether slaves or free.” This verse speaks of the vertical component of this “body” 
relationship that we share with one another. Through our common baptism, we are all joined 
together as one in Christ and are sustained by this in the sacrament. However, there are some of us 
who are unable to receive it. This is a tragedy and changing that reality should be one of our highest 
priorities. Encourage your brothers and sisters to join us, bring them back to the altar whereby they 
may receive the soul-strengthening body and blood of our Lord. 
 
While we spoke about the vertical aspect of the “body” relationship we have, there is also a 
horizontal component as well. As members of the body of Christ, we are made to live together. This 
is not just a simple saying ‘hi’ in the parking lot before or after service, this is an intimate knowing of 
each other, sharing each other’s spiritual loads, and working as one to accomplish God’s mission in 
this world. This has been hard over the last year or so as we have been in the midst of a global 
pandemic, but there has been a streak of hope looming on the horizon for some time now. Thanks 
to the work of our political leaders, both the previous administration and the current, and leaders 
within the FDA, we have been provided a vaccine much more quickly than would normally have 
been the case. This vaccine, coupled with the numbers of people who have already had the virus, 
has allowed our transmission and positivity numbers to drop rapidly. What a blessing this is! 
 
But now, as we see these changes occurring, we need to look back at how we have been practicing 
community over the past year or so. Due to circumstances, we have had to create division to ensure 
the safety of our flock. We have been forced to shatter the community that our Lord had planned for 
us to prevent the rampant spread of disease and possible death. But now that things are returning to 
a state of normal we must give heed to Paul as he writes, “so that there may be no division in the 
body.” He is speaking more about the superficial divisions that were created over issues within the 
church, but the same could be said of our practice. It is time for us to get back to worshiping as one, 
to join together and celebrate this paschal season together in unity. 
 
While this may scare some of us, Paul goes on to say in that verse I just referenced that, “if one 
member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice 
with it.” This could go on to say that if one is scared, we all support them and reassure them. This 
may take the form of additional protections or safeguards, but our priority now needs to shift towards 
unity and worship together. Let us move towards the cross this Lenten season as one, with 
everyone together celebrating his supper as a church, unified around our concern and care for one 
another. 

 



Page 3 March 2021 

Ushers 

Glen McMillin, Rod Hopkins, and  
Stratton Churchill 

 

Acolytes 

Mar 7: 8am: Easton Antolik 

         : 10:30am: Aubree Medinger 

Mar 14: 8am: Kinzlee Antolik 

         :  10:30am: Gavin Johnson 

Mar 21: 8am: Demetrius Williams 

         : 10:30am: Brooke Medinger 

Mar 28: 8am: Payton Braddy 

         : 10:30am: Grace Schmidt 

Serving the Lord This Month: 

Altar Guild 
Dawn Antolik 
Stevee Antolik 

Eternal Candle  

Mar 7: In honor of Dalton Oakes’ Birthday 

  

Mar 14: Lucille Perley  

  Thankful for God’s Blessings 

Mar 21: Ed & Janet Wachs 

        In Honor of their Anniversary 

Mar 28: In honor of Elizabeth Antolik’s  

 Baptismal Birthday  

Flower Chart 
    Since Ash Wednesday until Easter is a 

solemn time of contemplation and not a time of 
celebration, we will refrain from decorating the 

Chancel until Easter,  
at which time it will be decorated  

with Easter lilies. 
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Church News 

March  2021 

March 3rd- “Thyatira: Immorality, Highway to the Grave” 
  Vicar Wilke 
March 10th – “Sardis: Lethargy– Slow Death”  

  Vicar Wilke 

March 17th – “Philadelphia: Neglect– Locked Out in Death’s Night” 

  Vicar Wilke  

March 24th – “Laodicea: Complacency– Death by Indifference”  

  Vicar Wilke  
 

Lenten Suppers 
Due to COVID-19, we will not be serving Lenten Suppers this year. 

Easter Lilies 
ORDER YOUR EASTER LILY TODAY-  We WILL be purchasing Lilies to 
adorn the altar at Easter this year.  The cost is yet unknown, so please watch 
the Bulletin for more information. 
We need a total of 44 plants to fill our crosses.   
Thank you!! 

Lenten Midweek Service Schedule 
Midweek services are at 6:30pm  

Holy Week Schedule: 

 
Sunday, March 31st– Palm Sunday 
  8am & 10:30am 
Thursday, April 1st– Maundy Thursday 
  12noon & 6:30pm 
Friday, April 2nd– Good Friday 
  12noon & 6:30pm 
Saturday, April 3rd– Easter Vigil 
  6:30pm 
Sunday, April 4th– Easter 
  6:30am– Easter Sunrise 
  8:00am– Easter Festival 
  10:30am– Easter Festival 
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LCMS Life Ministry Conference March 19-20 

LCMS Life Ministry will host its first-ever virtual life conference March 19–20, under the theme “Making 

Disciples: Valuing Life.” Registration is open now. 

“This conference is for everyone,” explains Life Ministry Director Deaconess Tiffany Manor. “The pandemic 

constraints have given us an opportunity to share presentations by many experts with students of all ages, 

missionaries, church workers and congregation members who couldn’t make it to previous in-person events.” 

And that includes you! 

Conference sessions will help you explore a distinctly Lutheran understanding of the sanctity of human life, 

specifically as it pertains to: 

 Speaking for life in the public square; 

 Caring for life in your community; and 

 Teaching about human life. 

Hear from theologians and human care advocates, including LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, 

Focus on the Family Vice President of External and Government Relations Timothy Goeglein, and 

Deaconess Manor. 

Explore a variety of life topics for participants of all ages, with your family, congregation or on your own. A 

Spanish track — with sessions offered in the language — will be available as well. 

“More than ever we need to be focused on the truth of our triune God’s value of all human life no matter a 

person’s stage of development or abilities,” Manor notes. 

Join in: 

 Access the conference by livestreaming, watching on-demand videos and engaging with speakers 

through question-and-answer opportunities. 

 Register individually, or as groups of 10 for a group registration discount. (Consider gathering a group at 

a local congregation to stream the conference together.) 
To register for the conference or learn more information, visit lcms-life.org. 

Church News 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lcms.org%2Fpage.redir%3Ftarget%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fwww.lcms-life.org%26srcid%3D135819%26srctid%3D1%26erid%3D3ebeceb1-92f0-440c-b7c9-f631b5c0dec8%26trid%3D3ebeceb1-92f0-440c-b7c9-f631b5c0d
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lcms.org%2Fpage.redir%3Ftarget%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fwww.lcms-life.org%252f%26srcid%3D135819%26srctid%3D1%26erid%3D3ebeceb1-92f0-440c-b7c9-f631b5c0dec8%26trid%3D3ebeceb1-92f0-440c-b7c9-f631
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March 2   Gabrielle May  

March 3   Ruth Poole-Mayerhofer &  

    Earl Schaefer 

March 6    Colin Scheer 

March 7    Elizabeth Antolik 

March 9    Robert Coon  

March 10  Nikki Chellew  

March 14   June Sutton 

March 15   Keri Pena 

March 16   Kevin Rossmiller 

March 17    Brian Kelly 

March 19   Stacey Reed & Elaine       

      Newman 

 

March 21    Carmae Kern & Jaxon  

      McKay 

March 22    Chris Caldwell & Savanna  

       Kern 

March 23    Susan Bowman  & Janet  

       Wachs 

March 25    Jackson Merritt  

March 26    Jeff Belan    

March 28    Ronda Little & Nancy  

       Williams 

March 29     Mary Ann Eckert 

March 30     George Fellows, Cassandra    

      Johnson & Ruby Pancrazio 

 

 

 

DATE  THIS YEAR  LAST YEAR  SUN. SCHOOL   RECEIVED 

1/31/21     83       284    NA            

2/07/21     72       182       NA        

2/14/21     106       170        NA        

2/17/21     131       168        NA        

Simply Giving January 2021:  $5,430  Average monthly attendance of St. John’s Membership: 14.8% 

  

Weekly Attendance & Offerings 

Church News 

Blood Drive 
For many years, Marsha Boarts has planned a Blood Drive to take place 
in March. The time has come for her to pass on the reins to someone 
new.  If anyone is interested in taking over this event, please contact 
Marsha, or the office for information. 

Birthdays this Month: 



Page 7 The Informer 

Church News 

From the Seminary 
Dr. Thomas J. Egger, the Gustav and Sophie Butterbach Professor of Exegetical Theology and 
chairman of the Department of Exegetical Theology at Concordia Seminary, has accepted the call 
to serve as the 11th president of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. Egger announced his formal 
acceptance of the call after chapel service today.  
“It is with a lot of joy and anticipation, and also with some trembling and prayers to God for grace 
and wisdom, that I announce today the acceptance of this call,” he said. “The Lord has been so 
kind to me, in calling a poor, miserable sinner to speak in His name, and to serve His bride, His 
dear church, first as a parish pastor at Zion Lutheran Church in Storm Lake, Iowa. Those were 
wonderful years that I will never forget. For the last 16 years as an Old Testament professor here, 
studying the sacred Scriptures with many of you — also wonderful years that I will never forget. 
And now, He has called me to serve His dear church as Seminary president, and to lead this 
renowned Seminary into the heart of the 21st century.”  
Egger will transition to his new role in mid-March, and his formal installation is expected to be in 
August.  

Grief Workshop 
“Grief 101: How can we help?” 
Tuesday, March 23, 6:30pm (In-person and streamed online) 
 
We all face loss daily on some level...loss of health, a job, moving, a pet, or death of a loved one.   
Loss equals change, but at times change is very difficult to face.  As Christians who live in the 
certain and glorious hope of the resurrection and reunion to come we are blessed with a wonderful 
perspective to share with those who struggle with grief.   
 
We all also have family, friends, co-workers, and neighbors who will face grief sometime in their 
lives.  What do we say?  What should we not say?  How can we care for the grieving?   
 
Come learn about the grieving process and how to help others through their difficult time.   
 
Pastor Umbarger along with Lisa Levy, BSN, RN, hospice nurse and grief counselor, will share their 
gifts with us to give us a little more confidence to be servants of the Lord for our grieving brothers 
and sisters.   
 
IN PERSON ATTENDANCE - This workshop will be held in the sanctuary with recommended 
spacing and using masks.   
 
ONLINE STREAMING – This workshop will be streamed to our YouTube page, St John’s Lutheran 
Church East Moline.   
 
Please let us know you are coming to the in-person workshop in one of the following ways: 

By signing up on the sheet on the library counter 
Calling the church office, 792-0755 
Emailing Carrie Homann, carrie.homann@gmail.com 

https://www.csl.edu/directory/thomas-egger/
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Church News 

Reminder– All boards will meet on  
Thursday, March 4th at 6:30pm.   
Please plan to attend.   
 
Parish Planning will meet on March 11th at 6:30pm. 
 
There is a Voter’s Meeting scheduled for Sunday, 
March 14th at 9:15am. 

Ladies Luncheon 
The Ladies of St. John’s invite you to lunch on Thursday, March 18th at 11:30am at the Deerfield 
Restaurant.  We hope you will join us! 
    

Altar Guild 
There will be a cleaning day on Saturday, March 20  
beginning at 8am for the Altar Guild.  We will stay  
until our work is done– and many hands make light work!  
There is a checklist of duties located behind the Altar.  
We did not get to do this last year because of COVID, so 
it is extra dirty and really in need of cleaning.  

Sunday School 
Sunday School will resume on Sunday, April 11th! (The week after Easter). Pre-K—4th grade will 
be with Mrs. Merritt, and the 5-12th graders will be with Jim Homann.  



Financial Secretary’s Report 

Page 9 The Informer 
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Calendar 



Worship Times   
Sunday 8am 
Sunday 10:30am 
  
Sunday School and  
Bible Study  9:15     

Inside our Sanctuary: 

Office Hours 
Mon– Thurs 8:30am-12noon 

1450 30th Avenue 

East Moline, IL 61244 

Walking in the Light of Christ! 

Phone (309)792-0755 
Fax (309)792- 0776 
Email:  office@stjohnsem.org 

St. John’s Lutheran    

Church 

We’re on the Web! 
www.stjohnsem.org 


