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In this issue: 

From Pastor’s Pen:  

St. John’s Lutheran Church May 2021 Volume 62 Issue 9 

    In this month’s article I will depart from the church’s calendar and defer 
to the card, candy and flower retailer’s calendar in celebration of Mother’s 
Day.  I pray that we will all take time this year to demonstrate our 
appreciation for the mothers who have shaped our lives and formed our 
faith.   While God may choose to bless and work through women in 
various ways, motherhood remains the highest calling.   
     The contributions of faithful mothers to the Christian faith should never be 
underestimated.  Because of a mother’s love and steadfast prayer St. Augustine 
was turned from a party going, womanizing, smarty-pants socialite into one of 
the greatest theologians of western Christianity.  Consider, also, the mother of 
Emperor Constantine whose gentle witness led her son to take up arms in 
defense of persecuted Christians.  Eventually he even granted Christianity a 
favored status.  He also contributed generously to the building of churches and 
the preservation and spread of the Gospel.   Then, of course, there was Mary, the 
mother of our Lord, who humbly received and executed her calling to carry in her 
womb, give birth to, and nurture in love, the very Son of God.   
 
      Still today, because of the failure of fathers to fulfill their calling, it is often 
mothers who must take on the task of raising their children in the reverence and 
knowledge of God.   Their love and steadfast prayers continue to turn unruly 
children into faithful confessors.  Their gentle witness still brings about favorable 
attitudes and generosity from their children toward the church.  Their humble 
reception and execution of their calling to bear children and nurture them in love 
continues to result in the formation of sons and daughters of God.   
 
      So let us show our gratitude to God and to our mothers for all that they have 
done to shape our lives, to form our faith, and to influence the world for the 
good of our salvation.   
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Vicar’s View 

To the Confirmation Class of 2021, 
You’ve finally made it. This has been a long time coming. For the last three years you have been  
attending classes every week to learn the stories, the doctrine, and the “rules” of being Lutheran. 
This month, you finally get the chance to stand up and say, “This faith is mine!”  
 
This is a moment of joy and celebration in your Christian walk. You have made it to a moment 
where you stand up for yourself and give voice to the confession that was made on your behalf at 
your baptism. This faith was yours then, but now you get the chance to publicly say that in front of 
your friends, family, and church family. But don’t think that this is the end of the journey. 
All too often we treat confirmation as if it is graduation from the church. When you finish the  
classes and the memory work and the service projects and the questioning and the exams you 
think that it is your chance to be done with this stuff. But in reality, this is just another step on a 
lifelong journey. Sure you have finished one thing, but our Christian life is one that is never com-
plete. Paul says in Ephesians chapter 4, “we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, 
into Christ.” This growth is a process. It is a process that every person sitting behind you in the ser-
vice is still going through. It is a process that we won’t see completed. It is a process that only ends 
when we are called out of our graves to join Jesus in the new heaven and the new earth, that is un-
less he comes back first. 
 
On confirmation Sunday, you make a promise that relates to this last thing I said. You make a 
promise to undergo everything, even death, rather than forsake the faith you have been trained in. 
This isn’t meant to be a threat- in fact, we hope that you never have to make good on that promise. 
But pastor and I both want you to know that this promise is real. Think back to your year of Old 
Testament Bible Stories. Do you remember the one about the 3 men in the furnace? Those guys 
got it. They understood what you promised. They wouldn’t bow to the statue even if it meant their 
life. They told the king point blank, even if God doesn’t save us, we won’t bow down, so do your 
worst. 
 
I hope that you realize the gravity of the promise 
that you will make. It is a big deal, but it is a special 
deal too. Your baptism started you on a path that 
your confirmation continues. This is the first rest stop 
on a path that leads to eternal life. Rejoice, celebrate, 
but also remember the words you spoke before God 
and this congregation. We will be praying for you 
constantly, but we will also keep you  
accountable. 
 

Blessings be yours in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
Vicar Wilke  
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Acolytes 

May 2 - 8:00am: 

 10:30am: 

May 9 - 8:00am: 

 10:30am: 

May 16 - 8:00am 

 10:30am 

May 23 - 8:00:am: 

 10:30am: 

May 30 - 8:00am: 

         10:30am: 

Serving the Lord This Month: 

Ushers 

May Usher 8:00am: Evan Antolik 

May Ushers 10:30am: The Mattly  

   Family 

Communion Assistants: 

May 2: Ed Wachs 

May 16: Jonathan Schmidt 

May 30: Ralph Grotelueschen 

 

 

Altar Guild 
 

Flo Moore 
Margie Schaefer 
Jennifer Schmidt 

 

Flowers  
May 2: Bill & Donna Green in honor of their 

Wedding Anniversary 

May 9: Arlene French In Memory of 

Andy Hemminghaus 

May 16: Karen Schmidt in Memory of 

Jim 

May 23: Susan Bowman and Nancy 

Davis, in memory of Don Davis 

May 30: OPEN 

Eternal Candle 
May 2: John & Rhea Oakes, in honor of their 

Wedding Anniversary 

May 9:  Karen Schmidt   

May 16:  In honor of Zachary 

Antolik’s Baptismal Birthday 

May 23:  Barbara Honert, in 

thanks for many blessings 

May 30:  OPEN 
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May 1 – Sharron Ripka   
May 2 - Hans VanRycke 
May 3 - NikkiAna Johnson 
May 4 – Nancy Bonow  
May 6– Brandon Busch, Brett Busch, & 
 Alex Verschoore 
May 7– John Davis, Timothy Krack,    
 & Jamie Whipple 
 
 

May 9 – Donna Hakeman & Sharon 
 Kays 
May 11- Rose Porter 
May 12 – Pastor Umbarger  
May 13 – Rachel Duffy 
 

May 14 – Mark Grotelueschen 
 

May 16 -  Bob Scheer 
May 17– Craig Mueller 
May 18 – Kristian Umbarger 
May 19 – Kathy Herron &  
 Barbara Honert 
May 21 – Lindsey Rowe 
May 22 – Phillip Graham 
 
 

May 23– Grant McManus 
May 25 – Kris McAnally & Patsy Mills 
May 26– Brandon Descamps 
May 28 – Steven Bailey, David Busch,
  Keith Foehrkolb, & Kimberly 
 Medina 
May 30 – Katherine Aeillo, Bill Johnson 
 Jr., & Melissa Terronez 

May 31– Adam Hess   

 

Church News 

Weekly Attendance & Offerings 

DATE  THIS YEAR  LAST YEAR  SUN. SCHOOL   RECEIVED  

3/28/21  148   0– Closed  NS   $ 

4/04/21  Easter– 258  Drive In   NS   $ 

4/11/21  119   Drive In   10   $ 

4/28/21  150   Drive In   7   $ 

 

Simply Giving April 2021:  $5625               Average monthly attendance of St. John’s membership:    25.6% 

Membership Report 
 

New Address: 
Shari Hess 
113 1st Ave 
Carbon Cliff, IL 61239 
 
Transferred Out: 
Michelle Bowser, and Mikhael (04/08) 
To Holy Cross, Moline 
 
Deaths: 
Joanne Wilson (04/16) 
 
Elaine Newman (04/21) 
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A prayer for peace in our nation 
O Lord Christ, Hope of the World, Savior of the Nations: 

In Your blessed incarnation, You took upon Yourself human flesh (John 1:14), flesh like that of every 

child born in the history of the world (Gal. 4:4–5), that You might bear the sins of all humanity on a 

cross (John 1:29). 

In Your earthly ministry, You served humankind without regard to race, even contrary to prevailing 

racial views of the day (Matt. 15:21–28; John 4); 

From the first days of Your Church, it pleased You to gather together people without regard to race or 

origin (Acts 2); 

Through the centuries, Your Holy Word, the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, have borne and 

continue to bear witness to the truths of both reason and divine revelation—that all people are created 

by God, that all are equally accountable to God, and that all are equally beloved by God and redeemed 

by Christ (Romans 5). 

You, O Lord, teach us to “love your neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:31), and that my neighbor includes 

everyone I meet in my daily vocations, and specifically without regard to race (Luke 10:25–37); 

Forgive me, O Lord, for my many sins of commission and omission where I have failed my neighbor in 

thought, word or deed, especially where I have begrudged another Your compassion and love based 

upon race or anything else (Romans 7:19f.); 

Strengthen Your Church, O Lord, that she may be a beacon of joyous unity in the Gospel and a light of 

blessed forgiveness and grace, calling all to repentance and to trust in Jesus as the only Savior from 

sin (Acts 2:38–41); 

Let Your Gospel flow forth into every crooked, corrupt and hardened heart, to bring repentance, faith 

in Your Gospel and joy in the manifold uniqueness of Your created peoples—a very foretaste of 

heaven itself (Rev. 7:9); 

O Lord, grant justice in Your left-hand kingdom, especially in the governments of this nation and of all 

the earth. Correct wrong. Punish and thwart evil, and especially racist 

evil. Grant peace that Your Gospel may flow all the more freely, 

especially to those most blinded by evil. Remind us, O Lord, of Your 

own prayer for those who crucified You, “Father, forgive them, for they 

know not what they do” (Luke 23:24). Let us not be overcome with 

anger, but overcome hatred with love. 

Finally, O Lord, grant faith, peace and hope to the bereaved. 

Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. Amen. 

 

Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison 

President, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
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Thank you to everyone that purchased an Easter Lily 

Member:      In Memory of: 
Dennis & Marsha Boarts (2)   Loved Ones  

Don & Donna Hakeman     Loved Ones  

Flo Moore (2)      Loved Ones  

Troy & Valerie McDonald     Loved Ones  

Theresa Roberson      Norman Duncan Jr.  

James & Brenda Hanerhoff    Eugene McDaniels  

Ruby Pancrazio (2) 

Dennis & Margie Schaefer     In the Glory of God  

Schmidt Family 

Lucille Perley (2) 

Karen Schmidt      In Memory of Marlin & Jim  

Joyce Hoffman 

Charles and Joan Britton 

Steve and Dianna Lackey  (2)    In Memory of our parents  &  

       In Memory of sisters Barbara & Belve  

Judy Dugan (3)     In Memory of Terry Dugan , In Memory of Jack 
       Passman , & In Memory of Loved ones  

Rod Hopkins (5)     Maxine Hopkins & Vince & Kay Kuchen  

Nancy Williams 



Page 7 May 2021 

Youth News 

Vacation Bible School 
VBS is scheduled for June 21-25, from 9-11:30am. 

 
We will stay outside as much as possible and observe  

distancing guidelines.  
 

Registration forms will be on the Information Table soon. 
 

Our theme this year is Rainforest Explorers. 
 

WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE! 

We have fun and games!!! 
 

 

 
NikkiAna Johnson 
Gavin Johnson 
Demetrius Williams 

 
 

   Dawsyn McDonald 
   Jaydin Medina 
   Brooke Medinger 

Rite of Confirmation 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2021 

Youth Lock In 
Vicar is planning a lock in for the youths aged 5th grade on up.  This 
will take place in June.  More information to come. 
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You are cordially invited to a  
Hymn Festival! 

 
Join us on Sunday, May 23rd at 3pm 

 at St. John’s  
 

With special guest Dr. James Marriott 
(Kreft Chair for the Music Arts, and  

Assistant Dean of Chapel) 
 

Singing Our Faith: Great Hymns of the 
Church Year 
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      Congregational Service Project Weekend 
        Fri, May 14 – Sun May 16 

 
            Camp Cilca north of Springfield, IL  

       (2 ½ hours from St. John’s) 
 

Since 2012 members of St. John’s have been serving together every third summer on a short-
term mission trip. Based on all that we are faced with today, we thought being closer to home 
might be appreciated.  We are starting to plan congregational weekend service project to 
Camp Cilca that will be open to servants of all ages. Why Camp Cilca? 
 
 Close Proximity – Each servant can serve for the whole weekend or just for a day. 
 Housing is varied & inexpensive -  There are a variety of housing options (hotel-style 
rooms, cabins, tent and camper spots) from $10-$65 per night.  Each family group can choose 
their own. 
 Variety of projects for a variety of skill levels – Projects will be available for all ages and 
could include: basic cleaning & painting, landscaping, and light construction work as well. 
 Fun Activities Available After our Service Work 

 Kitchen facilities and meal plans are available 

And last but not least…Outdoor worship services are the BEST!! 
 

If you are interested in joining us please sign up on the library counter.  A planning meeting 
will be coming. 
 

Questions see:  
Vicar Wilke, 832-257-8691, wilkem@csl.edu  

Carrie Homann, 523-3330, carrie.homann@gmail.com 
 

mailto:carrie.homann@gmail.com


 
March 14, 2021- Voters Meeting 
 
1. Devotion:  Pastor Umbarger 
2. Acceptance of new voting members- None  
3. Approval of last Voter’s meeting minutes as printed in the informer – Motion made by Ed Wachs; 2nd by Charlie 
 Britton.  
4. Old Business- No old business to report. 
5.  Board Reports 
 Executive- Kevin McAnally 
 

Treasurer’s report- See attached financial statement.   
 

 1st two months of member offerings has been excellent, there is not much to report financially.  The PPP loan 
the church received has been forgiven as expected. 

 
Special Voter’s meeting to delay the 2022 Synod Convention to determine:  
 
Shall the Synod add a year to the current 2019-2022 triennium, allowing districts to hold their conventions in 

either 2021 or 2022, and moving the upcoming national Synod Convention from 2022 to 2023.  
(Thereafter, the triennium cycle will continue forward from 2023 in three-year increments, as before 
(i.e., with district conventions held in 2025, 2028, etc. and Synod Conventions held in 2026, 2029, 
etc.). 

ANSWER: YES, extend the present triennium by one year (districts meet in 2021 or 2022; Synod meets 
in 2023.) 

 
 Board of Elders- Jim Homann – see attached scanned report.  
 Board of Youth and Family Ministry- Ann Cobb’s report given by Vicar Wilke- see attached scanned report. 
 Board of Outreach Ministry- Charlie Britton- see attached scanned report.  
 Board of Human Care Ministry- Carrie Homann- see attached scanned report.  
 Board of Trustees- Evan Antolik-  
  Upcoming projects that need to be addressed – biggest project (winter) was a water main break- repairs were 

 done immediately, $1200 to fix broken pipe. 
  Parking lot will need to be striped and sealed. 
  Bricks on church need sealed. 
  Roof in gym needs looked at some time. 
  Still replacing some lights with LED. 
  Furnace work has been completed, the boiler need a little more work still.  

 6.  Pastor’s Report- Pastor Umbarger- See attached scanned document.   
  Average attendance 178 (2019 Pre Covid); 109 (2020 During Covid) Baptized 661; communicants 538  
 7.  New Business- No new business to report. 
 8.  Move to Adjourn- Jim Homann made motion.  Evan Antolik- 2nd.    
    9.  End with Lord’s Prayer 

 
Respectively submitted by Val McDonald 29 March 2021 
 
Members in Attendance: 
Kevin McAnally  Judy Dugan 
Kris McAnally   Ed Wachs 
Valerie McDonald  Janet Wachs 
Even Antolik   Dennis Schaefer 
Orene Antolik   Margie Schaefer 
Norm Antolik   Larry Dodge 
Dave Sountris   Carrie Homann 
Candace Sountris  Jim Homann 
Karen Schmidt   Steven Lackey 
Barbara Honert   Diana Lackey 
Dennis Boarts   Tanner McAnally 
Marsha Boarts 
Charlie Britton 
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Church News 
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Financial Secretary’s Report 



Treasurer’s Report 
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Calendar 



Inside our Sanctuary. 

1450-30th Avenue 

East Moline, IL 61244 

Tel: 309-792-0755 

Fax: 309-792-0776 

E-mail: office@stjohnsem.org 

St. John’s 

Lutheran 

Church 

Walking in the Light of Christ! 

We’re On the Web!! 
www.stjohnsem.org 

Office Hours: 
Monday – Thursday 8:30 am– 12 noon 
  

Worship Schedule: 
Sunday 8am- Worship 
  9:15am– Sunday School  
  & Bible Study 
 10:30am– Worship 
 
 
 


