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From Pastor’s Pen:  

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 
own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light.”  (1 Peter 2:9) 
 
     Those of you who recently attended worship are aware that we have just 
concluded a series on communication.  The last sermon in that series echoed the 
words above.  I fear that many have forgotten that all other vocations we have 
are intended to serve our calling to proclaim the excellencies of God to others.   
All our activities are to facilitate the sharing of our faith in Christ to a world still 
living in darkness without him.  Look, again, at what Peter says.  This is our 
life’s purpose, and why we are still here.  This is why we have been called into 
the light of Christ, so that we may be a light that brings others to him.   
 
     God has made it so easy:  “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved.”  (Romans 10:13)  The only problem [and it is a big one] is that 
the ability of many to call on him depends us.  “How then will they call on him 
in whom they have not believed?  And how are they to believe in him of whom 
they have never heard?”  (Romans 10: 14)    
 
     It saddens me how few of our members are coming to hear of the one in 
whom they are to believe.  It breaks my heart to see the marvelous light being 
snuffed out by parents who neither bring their children to worship and Sunday 
school, nor witness their faith in word and deed at home.  If we who were 
chosen and called are returning to darkness, how deep and long will the 
darkness be for those to whom we have been sent?   
 
    I appeal to you, in the name of the Lord, repent and return to Him.  Confess 
your sins against your friends and family who you have led into darkness, and 
turn again to the light of Christ.  Call upon His name and be saved.   Then, go 
and proclaim what he has done for you.  He is waiting for you.  The whole 
world is waiting to hear from you about the one in whom they are to believe.  
Get back to worship and Bible study.  Tell your friends and family who have 
wandered away to come back with you.  Come, let us work while it is still day, 
before the night comes when no one can work.   
 
    Remember who you are and the purpose of your life:  “You are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that 
you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into 
his marvelous light.” 
       In Christ’s Service, 
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Vicar’s View 

Hello, everyone at St. John’s! I’m your new vicar, Jonathan Lackey. I’m married to Molly, and we are 

so very excited to be with you this year! To begin, a little bit about me. I originally hail from Alabama, 

specifically a little town called Hartselle. You may have driven by it if you were ever going to Gulf Shores on 

I-65. I am a lifelong Boy Scout, from Tiger Cubs in 1st grade all the way to the rank of Eagle Scout in 2014. 

For six summers I worked for the Greater Alabama Council as a camp staff member at the Hugh M. Comer 

Scout Reservation in Mentone, Alabama. Mentone is a small town in the mountains of East Alabama that sits 

not ten minutes from the Georgia state line, very similar to how East Moline is in relation to Iowa. I worked in 

the shooting sports program area, teaching the rifle shooting merit badge for three years, the shotgun shooting 

merit badge for three years, and was the slingshot range master for Webelos Resident Camp my last year 

there. I still try to help out Camp Comer when I am in Alabama.  

An interesting fact about me is that I was not born Lutheran. I am a convert from Roman Catholicism. 

What a blessing it is to hear the Gospel freely proclaimed and see the sacraments rightly administered! This is 

a major part of why I entered seminary. Frankly, I want other people to hear the same things I heard, to see 

the same things I saw. The Lutheran church is in a unique position within Christendom, and I want to bring it 

to people, especially in areas that do not have a heavy Lutheran presence (like my home state of Alabama!)  

I am so excited to learn under Pastor Umbarger this year, and to minister to you, the people of           

St. John’s. Thank you for calling me as your vicar, and I look forward to meeting each and every one of you 

as I proclaim Christ crucified for you.  

In the Trinity, 

Vicar Jonathan Lackey 
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Ushers 

8:00am: OPEN 
10:30am: Chuck Brokaw 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Greeters  
Aug 1, 8:00am: Susan Bowman and  
 Nancy Davis 
           10:30am: Lee Copeland 
 
Aug 8, 8:00am: Bill & Donna Green 
          10:30am: Lee Copeland  
 
Aug 15, 8:00am: Ruby Pancrazio and 
                      LouAnn DeRammelaere 
            10:30am: Kristine McAnally  
  
Aug 22, 8:00am: Carol Krouth and  
                            Lucille Perley  
          10:30am: Amber Mattly 
 
Aug 29, 8:00am: Carol Krouth and 
                            Lucille Perley 
 10:30am: Amber Mattly 

 

 

Serving the Lord This Month: 
 

Acolytes 

Aug 1, 8:00am: Easton Antolik 
          10:30am: Gavin Johnson 
Aug 8, 8:00am: Kinzlee Antolik   
          10:30am: Brooke Medinger 
Aug 15, 8:00am: Payton Braddy 
            10:30am: Jackson Merritt 
Aug 22, 8:00am: Demetrius Williams 
            10:30am: Jaydin Medina 
Aug 29, 8:00am: Easton Antolik 
            10:30am: Stratton Churchill
  

Altar Guild 
Gail Massey 
Kathy Herron 

 

Flower Chart 
Aug 1: Lucille Perley in thanks for God’s blessings  
Aug 8:  In honor of Judy Jennings’ birthday  
Aug 15: Rod & Noreen Hopkins– 34th Wedding Anniversary  
Aug 22: In memory of Andy Hemminghaus 
Aug 29: Karen Schmidt 

Eternal Candle  
Aug 1: Lucille Perley in thanks for God’s blessings 
Aug 8: In honor of Judy Jennings’ birthday 
Aug 15: Karen Schmidt 
Aug 22: Chuck and Beverly Brokaw 
Aug 29: Evan & Dawn Antolik– Allison’s Birthday 
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August 1  - Susan Parvin 

August 2 - Brett Brashears &  

 Rebekah Weber 

August 4 - Sandy Dosch & Ron  

 Heitzman 

August 5  - Allison Antolik & Linda 

 Sharp 

 

 

August 6  - Betty Bell, Marlene  

 Fellows, Heather Hartvigsen, 

 Paul Sellers & Vernon Sletten 

August 7 -  Debbie VanRycke 

August 9 - Lori McMillin  

August 10 - Mary McGee,  Jill 

 Schofield & Jonathan Weakley 

August 11 - Duane Gosa  & Jennifer 

 Schmidt 

August 12 - Judy Jennings &  

 Terry Tipsword 

August 13 - Todd Miller & Jacob Pena 

August 15 - Sarah Schofield  

August 18 - Karen Hatfield & 

 Mildred VanRycke   

August 19- Gavin Johnson   

August 21 - Kinzlee Antolik & Jordan 

 Johanson 

 

 

August 23– Ken Cobb, Brian  

 Engebrecht,  Laura 

 Frankowski & Jacob 

 Rossmiller  

August 27– Joyce Hoffman, Lydia 

 Merritt & Theresa Roberson 

August 28–  William Girard, Robert 

 Lilly, Bill Park, Paula Pratt & 

 Margie Schaefer 

August 29 -  Don Hakeman,  Gail 

 Massey &  Michele Rogers  

August 30-Norma Johnson, Kelly 

 Sanders &  Anne Williams 

 

Church News 

Birthdays 
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DATE  THIS YEAR  LAST YEAR  SUN. SCHOOL    

7/04/21  141   56   n/a     

7/11/21   133   38   n/a       

7/18/21  131   117   n/a     

 

 June Simply Giving Totals  $4,405.00 Attendance– 21%   

 

Weekly Attendance  

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 

Deaths:_____________________________________New Addresses:___________________________________________ 
LaVera Bull (07-18-21)    Gabriel and Katie Aiello  John & Dawn Johnson and family 
      720 W. Ashland Ave  613 N Russell Ave 
      Muncie, IN 47303-3818  Geneseo, IL 61254-1062 
 
      Robert Lilly   Michael Parvin 
      545 Ave of the Cities #1002 401 14th St 
      E. Moline, IL 61244  Silvis, IL 61282 
 
      Isaac & Erica Stone and family 
      13818 McNair St. Apt. C 
      Houston, TX 77015-4849 
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Church News 

     Notes From the Balcony 

 

Morning Psalms 
About a year and a half ago, I started a new morning devotion routine. My morning devotions had 
sadly been somewhat hit or miss and often rushed depending on how long I slept. The quarantine 
months brought on by the pandemic cleared my morning schedule and all of a sudden I had time 
for morning devotions every day. I found ideas on the computer and followed the outline on the 
CPH prayer card for MORNING which consisted of psalm verses, hymns, Bible readings, study, 
and prayer. Eventually, I decided to search for some opening verses in addition to those mentioned 
on the card which refer to the morning. I have found the recitation of these verses at the beginning 
of the day to be very helpful because they remind me daily of God’s love and care, something my 
sinful self finds easy to forget or even to question. Maybe they will be helpful to others too. 
 
His servant, 
Christine Engebrecht 
  
Psalm 5:3 

O Lord, in the morning you hear my voice; in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for 

you and watch. 

Psalm 50:23 Honor to me is a sacrifice of thanksgiving, to the upright I will show God’s 

salvation. 
Psalm 143:8 

Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love, for in you I trust. Make me know 

the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul. 
Isaiah 33:2 
O Lord, be gracious to us; we wait for you. Be our arm every morning, our salvation 
in the time of trouble. 
Psalm 90:14 

Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, that we may rejoice and be glad 

all our days. 
Lamentations 3:22-23  

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they 

are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 
Psalm 51:15 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
Psalm 92:2 
to declare your steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by night  
  
Psalm 69  
30 I will praise God's name in song, I will extol him by thanksgiving, 
31 for this will please Yahweh more than an ox, than a bullock horned and hoofed. 
Psalm 59:16 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+5:3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+143:8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2033%3A2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+90:14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Lamentations+3%3A22-23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+92:2&version=ESV
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6291
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+59:16&version=ESV
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Church News 

Another school year is upon us.  We are also getting ready to begin another 
year of confirmation instruction!   It is a joy to serve the Lord in partnership 
with parents, assisting young people to grow in their knowledge and faith in 
our Savior. 
A registration packet will be mailed out in the next few weeks to all families we 
have on file with students in grades 5th-7th. If you do not receive one, please 
contact the office so we can get you one. 
 
There will be a preconfirmation meeting on August 11th at 6:30pm. 
The first class will be on August 25th at 6:30pm. 

Confirmation 

 
 
Gabriel and Katie Aiello have settled into their vicarage in Indiana.   
If you would like send correspondence or well wishes,  
their new address is: 

720 W. Ashland Ave 
Muncie, IN 47303-3818 

LWML 
The Lutheran Women's Missionary League will be meeting August 26th at 6:30 pm in the Janssen 
Rooms. The program will be "Getting to Know the Vicar".  All ladies are welcome to attend. Any 
questions please contact Diana Lackey 309-792-8992. 

Save the Date! 
The annual St. John’s golf outing is going to take place this year!!! 
Details are still being worked out, but the date we are planning is 
September 12th.  Keep an eye on the bulletin and the September 
Informer for more information. 
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The Fellowship Committee at St. John’s needs your help! 
We are in need of members who want to: 

 
Promote attendance and involvement of the congregation's parents, children and youth in 
worship and in all activities and congregational functions.  
 
Plan and carry out a year-round spiritual, social, and recreational program for the members 
of the congregation, i.e. children, youth, adults, families, etc... 
 
Promote and provide opportunities for activities and events to build relationships among 
the members of the congregation, i.e. small or specialized groups, congregational dinners, 
supper clubs, etc.  
 
Usual Annual Events: 
July – Vicar Farewell Potluck 
July – Vicar Welcome Cake and Coffee Reception 
November – Thanksgiving Potluck 
December – New Year’s Eve Party 

 

This is a very fun group to be a part of.  If you are interested, please contact the church  

office at 309-792-0755 

 

The events we plan can only be as fun as YOU make them!!! 
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From the LCMS 

What does it take to be a faithful church amid a turbulent culture? This is the central question that 
will be discussed at the Making Disciples for Life (MDFL) fall conference, set for Oct. 11–13, 2021. 
The conference theme is “The Rock in Shifting Sands.” 

The conference will feature three tracks focusing on: 

 Church and state, Christian citizenship, religious liberty 

 Critical theory, its manifestations and how the church should respond 

 Discipleship, Christian education, lifelong catechesis 

  
The conference’s plenary sessions, break-out sessions, roundtable discussions, focus groups and 
LCMS Office of National Mission exhibits will be offered in a mix of virtual and in-person formats to 
accommodate as many attendees as possible. Those who participate in the focus groups will help 
identify needs and set the agenda for the next MDFL conference. 

More information will be available soon.  

Check Out Our New Website! 
It is still under construction, but take time to navigate through our website.  You can watch 
previously recorded services and soon watch the live stream of the service right on the home page.  
You will be able to see announcements and upcoming events, to take surveys and sigh-up for 
events, and to follow links to interesting places.  Soon you will be able to use the website to chat 
with fellow members, to receive updates on prayer needs, and even to give your offering online. 
There is so much to explore and it is only going to get better!  In addition we will soon be rolling out 
the other component, a church app.  With the app on your smart phone or tablet you will receive 
instant notifications of important news from St. John’s and enjoy access to communication that has 
never been available before.  Go ahead and check it out! Enjoy! 



Page 9 The Informer 

August Calendar 



Worship Times 

St. John’s  in the Summer Sun.. 

1450-30th Avenue 

East Moline, IL 61244 

Tel: 309-792-0755 

Fax: 309-792-0776 

E-mail: office@stjohnsem.org 

St. John’s 

Lutheran Church 

of East Moline 

Walking in the Light of Christ! 

We’re On the Web!! 
www.stjohnsem.org 

Summer Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday 8:30am-12noon 

 

Worship Services: Sunday: 8:00am & 10:30am 

Bible Study and Sunday School: 9:15am 


