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Intro.:  Many people are surprised by how many books pastors have.  Many of them we acquired while studying at the 
seminary.  Some of them offer detailed explanations of theology, some help us work with the original languages, and 
others provide background information and commentary on the bible.  Then there are those that explain the 
movements, theologies and characters of church history, while others offer insights into church work.  But what are we 
supposed to do with these massive libraries after we graduate and enter the ministry?  Should we sell them, throw them 
away, pack them up in boxes and forget about them?   Of course not, seminary teaches us to utilize them as vital tools 
for a lifetime of ministry.  It is only after we enter parish life that we understand, appreciate and properly apply the 
treasures we have received. 
     The people who witnessed the clash between Jesus and the legalistic Pharisees faced a similar situation.  For 
generations they had been searching the Law and Prophets to find the way to eternal life, but Christ offered them 
eternal life as a gift through faith.   So, what were they supposed to do with the Old Testament?   And for us, when Paul 
preaches about Gospel freedom and salvation by grace what are we then expected to do with the law?  If he encourages 
us to know nothing except Christ and Him crucified, then where does the law fit into our lives?       

I.  It Is Not Relaxed Or Abolished.  (vv.17-19) 
A.  Some people would like to relax or abolish what God says.  There are those who outright deny the truth of certain 
teachings of the Bible.  They say, “Creation didn’t happen in six days, Adam and Eve were not real people, the Red Sea 
did not actually part, and Jesus wasn’t really born of a virgin.”  There are others who are more subtle and deny that 
certain teachings of scripture still apply today.  They say, “God’s word regarding the exclusion of women from the 
pastoral office was relevant for first the century but not for the twenty-first, or Paul’s warnings about avoiding those 
who believe and teach falsely is just impractical for our post-denomination age.”  More often, people like to relax God’s 
Word by ignoring those passages that seem a little too tough when temptation strikes:  They say, “Those words about 
adultery and sex before marriage and divorce don’t apply to me.  Everybody else is doing it, besides we are in love and 
plan to get married.”  Or they say, “There is just no romance in our marriage anymore, my spouse doesn’t make me 
happy, so why stay together.”  We can all come up with some reason why we think at least part of the law should be 
relaxed or abolished for us and our circumstances.  Perhaps our greatest excuse is that it is all going to be forgiven, 
anyway.  According to this way of thinking the law actually has no place at all in our Christian lives.                 
B.  But Jesus upholds every letter of this Word and of the law.  “Do not think,” He says, “that I have come to abolish the 
Law or the Prophets…truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the 
Law until all is accomplished.  Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others 
to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven..”  Anything that lowers God’s standards won’t work.  
Keeping 20% of the law won’t work and even 99% is not enough.   The same Christ, who offers eternal life as a free gift 
also said “Unless your righteousness exceeds that of the Pharisees [who were very good keepers of the law], you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven.” He also told us, “be perfect as your Father in heaven is perfect.”  And what about 
Paul, who said that he claimed to know nothing but Christ and Him crucified.  Didn’t He also warn us not to use our 
Gospel freedom as an opportunity for the flesh?  The way in which Jesus explains various aspects of the law in the verses 
that follow our Gospel reveals that He did not come to relax the commandments or abolish the Law and Prophets so 
that we can do anything we please, live however we want, or deny any part of the Bible we choose.   
Transition:  Jesus and the Gospel do not relax or abolish the Law but fulfill it.   

II.  It Is Fulfilled In Christ.  (v.17b, 18b, 20) 
A.  Jesus is the fulfiller of every letter of the law, the perfect keeper of the commandments, and the One to whom 
everything written through Moses and the Prophets pointed.  As He proclaimed with His dying breath from the cross it 
has all been accomplished.   
     Knowing Christ and Him crucified actually proclaims the whole Law.  It shows us how serious and binding that Law 
really is.  Think about it, that is the Son of God hanging up there!  That is God the Father turning his beloved Son over to 
torture, because of one piece of fruit eaten in a garden thousands of years ago, turning Him over to death because of 
even one of my selfish thoughts or one of your unkind acts yesterday, turning Him over to hell because of one 
thoughtless word spoken or one Word about Jesus left unspoken to someone else.  That cross shows us that God’s 
standard can never be lowered.  Absolute perfection, that’s it!  No excuses, no loopholes, no relaxing of the law.  In 
Christ and Him crucified we see that every transgression of ever letter of the Law must and will be punished.     
B.  But, thankfully, knowing Christ and Him crucified also proclaims the whole Gospel.  There we see that the whole law 
has been fulfilled, everything has been accomplished, and that we have been given a righteousness that exceeds that of 



the Pharisees.  Christ offered the perfect obedience that none of us can, received the entire punishment that we could 
never endure, and won the absolute victory over sin, death and the power of the devil that we were powerless to 
overcome.  All the demands of the law, every iota and dot, have been met in Him.  Not by us, but for us, so that through 
faith we may receive the full credit of His perfect righteousness and enter the kingdom of heaven.  That is where the law 
fits into our lives, fulfilled in Christ so that it can be lived and taught by us for God’s glory.  

III.  It is Lived And Taught For God’s Glory.  (vv.13-16) 
A.  Clinging to Christ as the fulfillment of the whole law for us, and claiming to know nothing but Him as our 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, gives the law a new and more glorious place in our lives.  We do not and 
cannot diminish its importance and necessity, but neither do we live under its curse.   Saved by grace through faith we 
are a new creation in Christ Jesus to do the good works that God always intended for us.  There in the waters of Holy 
Baptism we were given the Holy Spirit and here in Word and Sacrament He continues to be poured into us so that God’s 
law will continue to be fulfilled in us.  
B.  Empowered by the Gospel of what Christ has accomplished and guided by God’s immutable law, our Lord has made 
us salt and light in this world for all those who seem to know everything except Christ and Him crucified.  If God’s law is 
not allowed to guide our lives where is our saltiness?  If His commandments are relaxed won’t our light be hidden?  God 
does not need our good works, but our neighbor does.   They are served by them and taught by them to give glory to 
God our Father.    
C.  While our entrance into the kingdom of heaven is secured only by Jesus’ righteousness, in our Gospel reading He has 
one more thing to say about where the law fits into our lives.  He says, “Whoever relaxes one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does 
them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”    
     An important point to remember here is that whether you stumble or stand firm in the law, whether you are least in 
the kingdom or greatest, you are still in if you know Christ and Him crucified.  I know that it is difficult for those of you 
have been working long hours in the Lord’s vineyard under the heat of the day to accept that those who are doing so 
little work are receiving the same reward of grace.  I also know that the older brothers among you who have watched 
others squander away your Father’s blessings don’t like to hear that a feast is prepared for them.   But remember, both 
you and they are in the kingdom because of God’s generosity.  Both you and they are going to heaven because of the 
Father’s love.  Is that any reason to stop working?  Should that diminish how you feel about your Heavenly Father and 
His blessings? 
     Of course not, but remember the beatitudes from last week.  You are so blessed!  You who serve in Christ’s name, 
you who do and teach, you who seek to be salt and light to bring glory to your Heavenly Father, great is your place in the 
kingdom of heaven, now, and great is your reward in heaven.                       
Concl.:  So, where does the law fit into the life of a Christian?  Like the seminary graduate with his books should we sell 
it, throw it away, or pack it up in a cross-shaped box and forget about it?  No, like the pastor, we have been called to 
faith and a life of service to Christ and His Church.  The Law and the Prophets and even the least of God’s 
commandments are a treasure from God and vital tools to use in our service to Him and others.  And only now, seeing 
them fulfilled in Christ and Him crucified, can we fully understand, genuinely appreciate and properly apply them to our 
lives.  So my brothers and sisters, in the Spirit’s power, go and do so.  Amen  
 


