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Intro.:  To whom are we to listen?  Who should we believe?  Whose message should we follow?  These days everyone 
seems to be throwing accusations of lies and conspiracy theory, misinformation and disinformation.  Should we blindly 
accept right or left wing news outlets?  Trust politicians who seem to be in a competition to spin the wildest yarn or 
invent the greatest false story?  Who should we listen to?  Well from the Mount of Transfiguration we hear the answer 
straight from the mouth of God:  Only Jesus.  We should listen to God’s beloved Son, in whom He is well pleased.  Let’s 
take a look at the three great messengers of God who appeared to the disciples on the mountain that day.   

 
I.  Only Jesus Who Shines Brighter Than Moses. 

A.    First there was Moses.  In today’s Old Testament reading we heard how Moses went up on Mt. Sinai which was 
covered by the cloud of God’s presence, and how just as on the Mount of Transfiguration God called out to him.  What 
was not reported in our reading, but is later revealed, is what happened to Moses there.  One time after Moses saw the 
glory of the LORD that was like a devouring fire, he came down from the holy mountain and his own face shined with 
light.  It reflected the brilliance of the Lord’s glory.  As a result of that, Moses had to put a veil over his face so that the 
people of Israel would not be frightened.  He kept the veil on a long time while the glory gradually faded. 
     In the same way our Lord Jesus Christ hid the glory of His face, didn’t He?  He first concealed it when He became Man, 
conceived in the womb of Mary and born in a lowly stable.  He continued to hide it most of the days of His earthly 
ministry.  But on this day, and on the Mount of Transfiguration, He let that glory be seen.  He removed the veil, so to 
speak, and allowed His face to shine forth like the sun, and His clothes to gleam a pure white such as no bleach could 
ever make them. 
    This is a much greater brilliance than Moses had.  As the sun is brighter than the moon, so the light of Jesus’ face was 
greater than that of Moses.  What Moses reflected came from the same divine majesty that gleamed from the face of 
Christ on the Mountain, but Christ’s glory was more than reflected; it was the very glory of God, Himself. 
     The brightness of Christ’s face was also greater, because it was one that would never fade.  He has been the exact 
image of the Father’s glory from before the creation of the world, and He will remain the same exalted Son of God for all 
eternity.  Although usually He hid the beams of heavenly glory, they were only hidden.  
B.   But it was not just the appearance and permanent nature of glory of Christ that was superior to that of Moses.  The 
very person of Christ is infinitely greater than the person of Moses.  And the ministry of Christ is so much better than 
that of Moses.  Moses came to be the prophet of God, to bring the people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt, and to give 
them the Law and the sacrificial system which God revealed to Him, in order to point His people to the coming Messiah.  
Christ, though, came to release the people of all nations from slavery to sin, death, and the devil, and to give them 
eternal life in the Promised Land of the new heaven and new earth.  Christ became the sacrificial Lamb that made all 
other lambs obsolete.  He was the fulfillment of the Law and the Source of all righteousness.  

 
II.  Only Jesus Whose Message Is Greater Than That Of Elijah. 

A.   The second of the great three who appeared to the disciples on the mount was Elijah, who as the mighty prophet of 
God represented all the prophets who pointed forward to the coming of God’s Son, the Savior of the world.  You all 
know about Elijah, and how he offered a bull on Mount Carmel in the face of God’s enemies.  There on that mountain 
He demonstrated that the Lord, not Baal nor anyone else, is God.  By Elijah’s prayer, heavenly fire came down and 
consumed the sacrifice that God had told him to prepare.   
     But Christ came to Mount Calvary to actually call down the fire of the Lord’s judgment upon Himself.  Hebrews 10 
tells us that, “When Christ came into the world, he said, ‘Sacrifices and offering you have not desired but a body have 
you prepared for me; in burnt offerings you have taken no pleasure.  Then I said, Behold, I have come to do your will, 
O God, as it written of me in the scroll of the book…”  The writer to the Hebrews goes on to state, “And by that will we 
have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”  (Heb. 10:5-7, 10)   So you see, Christ 
became the sacrifice to absorb the full wrath of God.  Now we know that Christ is the Lord.  He, and no one else, is the 
way to the Father. 
B.   Just as the sacrifice that Christ prepared and offered to be consumed by God’s judgement is better than that of 
Elijah, so also Christ is a much greater Prophet than Elijah or anyone else.  In fact, Christ is the eternal Word made flesh.  
When He speaks, we hear truth the divine truth from our heavenly Father.   That is why the Father called out from the 
bright cloud, “This is My beloved Son.  Listen to Him!” 



 
III.  Only Jesus Is The One To Whom We Claim To Listen. 

A.   To which we say, “Of course we always listen to Him!  And only Him.”  But do we, really?  Christ is the mighty 
Prophet, greater than Elijah and more glorious than Moses.  It would be utter foolishness to put anyone or anything 
above listening to Him.  Yet, what would we be willing to do to be in His presence, to feel His touch and to hear Him say 
to us, “Rise, and have no fear?”  What would we sacrifice in order to hear His voice? 
     Would we come to worship every Sunday?  Maybe, unless there was something else important going on, or we were 
not on vacation, or not hunting, or there were no important sports events, or no family events, or we had not gotten 
much sleep, or ... Well, I think you get the picture.  We often do not treat this voice of Christ as if it is really the voice of 
the glorious Son of the Father. 
B.   Today, the Son of God reminded you of the words He said to you:  “I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” And then you said, “Amen,” which is to say, these words are dependable and most true 
beyond a doubt.  Do we really mean that?  Do we really believe that this was the voice of Christ Jesus, the Son of God, 
not just the voice of some hired ring-master in funny robes? 
     In a few minutes Christ is going to say, “This is My Body. … This is My Blood.” And we will kneel before this altar as if 
what we receive along with the bread and wine really is the Body and Blood of the Son of God.  Do we really mean that?  
Do we really believe that this is not just ordinary food and drink, but His most sacred meal being offered to us for 
forgiveness, life and salvation? 
    Even, right now, He is preaching to you.  Do you believe that?  Or are you thinking, “Well, that’s your opinion, 
preacher man.” But Christ promised, “Whoever hears you, hears Me.” This is not the voice of a mere man in the pulpit, 
and a sinful, pathetic man, at that.  No, it is the voice of the glorious One, the One Moses saw, the one who sent fire 
down from heaven upon Mount Carmel, speaking through this sinful, pathetic man.  Do you believe He is speaking now? 
C.  If you do, then what is more important than coming and hearing this voice of Jesus?  What could ever be more 
important than to be touched by Him, to hear Him tell you to rise and have you fear, to lift up your eyes in every place 
and under every circumstance and see only Jesus?  I hope that your answer is, nothing!  Nothing is more important in all 
of life than to listen to Jesus.   Nothing is of greater value and nothing brings as many blessings to my life here and my 
life eternal, than listening to the Son of God, in whom He is so well pleased.   
Concl.:   So I encourage you to turn away from all those other voices that are trying to deceive you and lead you astray.  
Put a filter on that inner voice that seeks to convince you that there are better and more important things to do, that 
this.  Here the Father calling out to you, as He did to the disciples on the Mount,  Listen to Christ.  Give Him your full 
attention.  Treat His voice as sacred.  Confess your failure to listen to Him, and repent of your sinful neglect of that 
beautiful, healing and life giving voice.  Listen to Him, and in listening, remember that through Him you have also 
become the beloved Child of God, in whom He is now well pleased.  Amen. 


