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From Pastor’s Pen: 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 

 
My brothers and sisters in Christ, it is that time, again.  It is time to say farewell to the past 
year and to welcome a new one that is filled with promise and hope.  Each time you find 
yourself concentrating to write 2023, instead of 2022, on your checks and paperwork I 
hope you will remember that the LORD has given you a wonderful opportunity to make a 
fresh start.  As you consider this I encourage you to give attention to the admonition of 
God through the apostle:  put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful 
desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and put on the new self, created 
to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.” (Eph. 4)    
 
Many of us will certainly make New Year’s resolutions to turn our lives around in some 
way.  What kind of turn will it be, though?  I remember one young man telling me that he 
was committing himself to turn his life around 360 degrees in the coming year.  I think 
that he meant 180 degrees, but he actually held true to his original statement.  That is right, 
his lifestyle did not change one, little bit.   
 
What about you in relationship to Christ?  When you commit yourself to changing your 
life for Him, and adopting the resolution to put off the old, corrupt self, do you follow 
through?  Most often we are guilty of a quick pause and then making a 360 degree turn.  
Unchanged, we continue down the same path.  This is not what the LORD wants, nor 
expects, from us.  He wants us to remember that we are His people, redeemed by the blood 
of Christ, and recreated in Him to have new attitudes, and to live in true righteousness and 
holiness.   
  
If you want a better, grace-filled life in the coming year then I encourage you to first 
remember last year.  Consider your misdirection in 2022.  Were you unfaithful in 
worship?  Did you neglect the study of God’s Word?  Did you allow it to guide you in the 
decisions you made and in how you lived?  Did you allow the old self, with all of its evil 
desires, to have its way with you?  Did you make that 360 degree turn that left you no 
better off at the end of the year than you were at the beginning?  If you are troubled by 
your answers, then I encourage you to repent, put off the old self and receive Christ’s 
forgiveness. 
 
Then, after remembering with repentance, put on the new self.  By the power of the Holy 
Spirit and according to God’s Word, let your life take a 180 degree turn.  Through 
worship, Bible study and personal devotions this can be the year that your heart and mind 
are renewed.  This could be the year in which your light will shine before others to the 
glory of God.   
 
Blessings to you in 2023 under the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ! 
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The festival of Epiphany, which we celebrate on January 6, has always had a special place in my heart (not least 
because it happens to be my birthday!), but it’s harder than you might think to say exactly what Epiphany is “about.” The 
Treasury of Daily Prayer helpfully points out that the festival does not commemorate any particular event, but rather an 
idea: the idea that Jesus is revealed to the world as God. “Epiphany” is a Greek word that means “appearance,” so the 
feast of Epiphany is a celebration of God appearing to the world in Jesus Christ.  
With that said, there are a couple of events from the story of Jesus that are most associated with Epiphany: The visit of 
the magi and the baptism of Christ. The magi represent God revealing the birth of Christ to Gentiles through signs in the 
stars and the fact that those Gentiles recognized him as a king worthy of adoration. In the baptism of Christ, all three 
persons of the Trinity appear in a physical way to humans at the same time: God the Father in the voice that declared 
Jesus to be the beloved Son of God, God the Son of course was there in the person of Jesus, and the Holy Spirit in the 
appearance of a dove. At various times in history, the church has also associated Epiphany with the wedding at Cana, 
when Christ “first manifested his glory,” and even with the birth of Christ itself. In short, Epiphany celebrates anything that 
has to do with the “beginning” of Christ revealing his identity to the world. 

The fact that Epiphany is such a broad celebration means that there are many ways to celebrate!  
Might I suggest just a couple: 

A great way to celebrate would be to read Matthew chapters 2 and 3 on January 6.  
You’ll get the story of the visit of the magi, and the story of Christ’s baptism.  

Just as God used extraordinary means to make Christ known to the magi, you can ponder all the things  
God has done to make his salvation known to you.  

As Christ hears the voice from heaven and sees the Spirit descend, think of your own Baptism  
where you hear God the Father call you his child and receive the Holy Spirit as well. 

Another interesting tradition you might try is called “chalking the door.”  
Christians all over the world mark the lintel or top of their doors in chalk with  

the year, crosses, and the supposed initials of the 3 magi, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar, like so: 
20 + C + M + B + 23 

Of course, the names of the wise men are just legend, but the initials also stand for the Latin phrase “Christus 
mansionem benedicat,” (“may Christ bless this house”). If you feel like it, try marking your door and say a prayer for Christ 
to bless your home and everyone in it during this year. If you live near other people, it might be a good conversation 
starter and an opportunity to share your faith! 

However you choose to celebrate, may Christ bless your home and reveal himself to you in this new year. 

In Christ, 

Vicar Moellenhoff 

The Informer 

 
Vicar’s View 
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Serving the Lord this Month 

Eternal Candle  
Jan 1: In honor of Stratton 
 Churchill’s 13th birthday 
Jan 8: OPEN 
Jan 15: Greg Burke, in memory of 
 John’s passing 

Jan 22: OPEN 

Jan 29: Norm & Orene Antolik, in 
 honor of their Anniversary 

Flower Chart 
Jan 1:  Karen Schmidt, in thanks for God’s 
 blessings 
Jan 8:  OPEN 
Jan 15:  OPEN 
Jan 22: OPEN 
Jan 29: Norm & Orene Antolik, in honor of 
 their Anniversary 

 
 

Ushers 
Sun, Jan 1: Kevin & Wendy Rossmiller, 
Brian Rossmiller, and Troy & Binky 
McDonald 
Sat, Jan 7: Greg Burke, Chuck Brokaw, 
Rick Newlon, Larry Ripka, and Todd Miller 
Sun, Jan 8: Kevin & Wendy Rossmiller, 
Brian Rossmiller, and Troy & Binky 
McDonald 
Sat, Jan 14:Greg Burke, Chuck Brokaw, 
Rick Newlon, Larry Ripka, and Todd Miller 
Sun, Jan 15: Kevin & Wendy Rossmiller, 
Brian Rossmiller, and Troy & Binky 
McDonald 
Sat, Jan 21:Greg Burke, Chuck Brokaw, 
Rick Newlon, Larry Ripka, and Todd Miller 
Sun, Jan 22: Kevin & Wendy Rossmiller, 
Brian Rossmiller, and Troy & Binky 
McDonald 
Sat, Jan 28:Greg Burke, Chuck Brokaw, 
Rick Newlon, Larry Ripka, and Todd Miller 
Sun, Jan 29:  Kevin & Wendy Rossmiller, 
Brian Rossmiller, and Troy & Binky 
McDonald 
 

Communion Assistants 
Sun, Jan 1:  Glen McMillin 
 
Sun, Jan 15:  Dennis Boarts 
 
Sun, Jan 29:  Brian Kern 
 

Greeters 
Sun, Jan 1: John & Kay Iwen 
 
Sat, Jan 7: Sharon DeWulf & Joyce 
 Hoffman 
Sun, Jan 8:  Tim & Tamee Stone 
 
Sat, Jan 14: Sharon DeWulf & Joyce 
 Hoffman 
Sun, Jan 15:  George & Penny 
 Aukee 
 
Sat, Jan 21: George & Marlene  
 Fellows 
Sun, Jan 22: Steve & Rose Sullivan 
 
Sat, Jan 28: Marlene Fellows and 
 Jim & Donna Moews 
Sun, Jan 29: Steve & Rose Sullivan 
 

Acolytes 
(Sundays only) 

Sun, Jan 1: Payton Braddy 
Sun, Jan 8: Aubree Medinger 
Sun, Jan 15: Easton Antolik 
Sun, Jan 22: Stratton Churchill  
Sun, Jan 29: Bentley Orton  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Altar Guild 
Kathy Ahrens 

Rebecca Hinman 
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Jan. 2– Heather Nelson 

Jan. 3 - Judy Dugan 

Jan. 4 - Donna Green & Leona Flaugh 

Jan. 6 - James Hinman, John Iwen, & 

 Vicar Moellenhoff 

Jan. 7– Stratton Churchill 

Jan. 8– Evan Kahle 

Jan. 10– Renee Kahle 

Jan. 11 - Ann Marie McCollum, Bonnie 

 McManus, & Jerry Hill 

Jan. 12 - Jason Cass, Shane Parvin, 
 Aubree Medinger, & Chelsea 

 Oakes 

Jan. 13 - Kaytlyn Hill & Donna Ratliff 

Jan. 14 - Duane Little, Clark Stojan, 
 Lynne Suess & Stephanie 

 VanRycke 

Jan. 15 - Chloe Hewitt   

Jan. 16 - Brent Antolik   

Jan. 18 - David Cashion &                

 Angie VanRycke  

Jan. 20 - Lori Borkgren &  

 Melissa Nickens  

Jan. 21 - Marissa Keogh, Matthew 

 Ryan, & Gordon Wulf   

Jan. 22- Rebecca Hinman  

Jan. 23-  Lee Weathers 

Jan. 24 - Tyler Belan, Carl Blaser,   
 Amber Mattly, William 

 Schlotfeldt, & Alivia Voelkers 

Jan. 25 - Joanie Bull, Jennifer        

 Johnson, Erin Walker,  

Jan. 26 - Liz Cockerill, Adam Homann 

 & Karen Newlon 

Jan. 27– Pam Sims 

Jan. 29– Clara Aiello 

 

Membership Report  
New Address:   _________ 
Barbara Honert  Lois Deal 
New Perspectives Bickford of Moline 
1900 10th St. #340 3650 41st. St. #506  
Silvis, IL 61282  Moline, IL 61265   

Weekly Attendance & Offerings 

Date  This Year       Last Year 

  

11/20/22      179     170          

11/24/22       59       44 

11/27/22      140     146  

12/04/22      142     119  

12/11/22      140     95 

12/18/22                  137     97

 Christmas Eve 2022: 143 

 Christmas Day 2022: 60           

      

   

Birthdays 

Let the favor of the Lord our God 
be upon us, and establish the 
work of our hands upon us; 

    yes, establish the work of our 
hands!  

Psalm 90:17 
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Church News 

Offering Envelopes 
The 2023 offering envelopes are available in the concourse.  Please pick up your envelopes, but DO NOT use them until 
January 1, 2023.  On January 1, discard any 2022 envelopes that you have left over and start to use the new 2023 
envelopes.    
 
Note that your envelope number may not be the same next year as it was this year.  Therefore, it is important to use the 
proper envelopes in order to get credit for your offering.  Those who did not pick up their envelopes for 2022 will not be 
assigned envelopes for 2023 unless you request them.  A sheet will be on the table for you to request envelopes if you 
do not find yours in the boxes.    
 
We encourage youth and teens to tithe also and will gladly give them envelopes upon request.   

 
 
*Note to all Snowbirds—if you would like your year-end offering statements mailed to 
you at your winter residence, please contact the Financial Secretary or church office 
with the address you want the statement sent. 

Transferring God’s Blessings to the Ones You Love                                                                            
An Informative Presentation about a Lifetime Plan For Giving  

 At your baptism the Lord gave you the gift of life. He also placed in your heart the desire to be generous with the 
earthly blessings He shares with you.  The Lifetime Plan for Giving is a process offered by the Lutheran Church— Mis-
souri Synod Foundation to assist you in transferring the blessings that God has given to you on to your family and favor-
ite ministries in the most efficient manner.           
 Whether you have a will or trust in place currently, or if you would like to have these documents prepared, the 
LCMS Foundation can assist you in reviewing or preparing them to ensure your estate is being transferred in a tax-wise   
manner, and in a manner in which you intended.           
 Plan to attend this informative presentation to learn more about how to  begin the process of planning your    
Lifetime Plan for Giving. Find out what  important documents everyone should have before going to heaven. Whether  
you are 18 or 98, the presentation will help you to begin discovering the extent of God’s blessings to you and how you 
can share those with those you love.   

No one will try to sell you any kind of investment and 

 no one receives a commission. 

Join us for this presentation on: 

Sunday, January 15th  

during the Bible study hour 

 in the Janssen Rooms. 
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Church News 

WANTED:  

Chili Cooks & Bakers 
CHILI COOK OFF FUNDRAISER  

for St John’s Food Pantry  

Sunday, February 26, 2023  

Set-up 4:00pm   Doors Open 5:00pm  

Do you have a great chili recipe that everyone loves, or are you a baker?                                
If so, we need you to help us raise funds for the food pantry.  

Just like everyone else, our costs have gone up as well.  

                Sign up on the library counter to bring a pot of chili or baked goods by Jan 30.                                

Chili Cooks Needed  

• Make a fresh, from scratch pot of chili (at least 4 qts).  

 • Bring chili in a crockpot with a ladle or serving spoon to St John’s at 4pm on Sun., Feb 26.   

   o Style of chili can be traditional red, white chili, or vegetarian.  

 o Feel free to name your chili, decorate your table and dress the part! Have fun with this!             
• We will provide a table with electricity, serving gloves, cups, spoons, napkins, toppings (cheese,  sour cream, 
 oyster crackers, etc), & beverages.                                                                                                              
• There will be a Judges Choice and People’s Choice.                                                                                                     
  o Judges are to be determined. If you know of a chili-loving pastor or vicar, let us know!   
  o Fun prizes included!  

Bakers Needed  
• All baked items will be packaged for sale  

    o For the immediate delight of the chili diners (corn muffins and desserts)  
 o Or for the purpose of a bake sale – items to be purchased and taken home  
 o Cookies, bars, whole pies, cupcakes, snack mixes, caramel corn, etc.   

• More information to come regarding this, but for now we want to know if we will have enough  volunteer bakers for 
the event.   
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Thank you to everyone that purchased a poinsettia this year!  
The sanctuary looked beautiful! 

 
Flo Moore           Thankful for God's Blessings                      
Belan Family       In Memory of Ed Belan           
Theresa Roberson    In Memory of Norman Duncan Jr          
Mary Whipple            In Memory of David Whipple                                                   
Ruby Pancrazio         In Memory of Jim Pancrazio                                                    
LouAnn DeRammelaere       In Memory of Loved ones                                                      
Judy Dugan         In Memory of Terry Dugan, Jack Passman and Tayler Rusk               
                            In Memory of loved ones                                                                   
Dennis & Marsha Boarts    In Memory of Jim, Fern, Mark, Chuck, Robyn Hanna       
                                           In Memory of Frank & Martha Boarts                               
Lynne Suess        In Memory of Roy Suess 
                             In Memory of Chase Weeks (grandson)                   
Sandra Young       In Memory of Loved ones                                           
Karen Schmidt          In Memory of Marlin Schmidt                                   
Susan Bowman        In Memory of My Grandmothers                                
Larry & Sharon Ripka     In Memory of Parents & Jeffie                           
Joyce Hoffman          In Memory of Paul Hoffman & Edith Sanders          
Glen & Lori McMillin   Thankful for our Blessings                                      
Pastor & Carla Umbarger   In Memory of Judi Umbarger  
JoAnn Sager  In Memory of Gary           
Dennis & Lois Kelly                                                                                                        
Dennis & Margie Schaefer     
Lucille Perley                                                    
Bill and Donna Green                                        
Charles and Beverly Brokaw                             
Norm and Orene Antolik                                    
Nancy Davis                                                                                            
                                                                                                    

Church News 

LWML 
 
Mark your calendars for our first meeting of 2023 on Thursday, January 26th at 1:00 pm.  
Watch the bulletins for more information!   

Eternal Candle and Altar Flower Sign Up 
The sign-up sheets for the Eternal candle and Altar flowers have been moved. They are now on the wall under the tv in 
the Narthex. We did this partly for safety. If you hadn’t ever noticed, one of the mirrors that we used to attach the sign up 
sheets to is cracked. Those mirrors will be getting replaced with something else in the near future. 
With that being said, there are many dates available for you to sign up! 
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2023 Approved Budget 
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Notes from the Balcony 

Answer Key: 
1.Jingle Bells 
2. Walking in a Winter Wonderland 
3. Santa Claus is Coming to Town 
4. first Noel 
5. Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer 
6. Little Drummer Boy 
7. I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas 
8. I Saw Three Ships 
9. What Child Is This? 
10. We Three Kings of Orient Are 
11. Deck the Halls 
12 Holy Night 
13. Feliz Navidad 
14. Baby It’s Cold Outside 
15. Silver Bells 
16. Santa Looked a lot Like Daddy 
17. Away in the Manger 
18. Twelve Days of Christmas 
19. Rocking Around the Christmas Tree 
20. Frosty the Snowman 
21. Let It Snow 
22. Go Tell it on the Mountain 
23. Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire 
24. It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
25. I Saw Mama Kissing Santa 
26. O, Come All Ye Faithful 
27. Silent Night 
28. Little Town of Bethlehem 
29. Meet Me Under the Mistletoe 
30. Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

The second item is a reading about music by Martin Luther that I came across during December. He has a high opinion of music which is backed 

up by Biblical references. Music certainly is a gift from God. May God bless you in 2023. —Christine Engebrecht 

“I would certainly like to praise music with all my heart as the excellent gift of God which it is and to comment it to everyone…Next to the Word of God, 
music deserves the highest praise. She is a mistress and governess of those human emotions-to pass over the animals-which as masters govern men 
or more often overwhelm them. No greater commendation than this can be found-at least not by us. For whether you wish to comfort the sad, to terrify 
the happy, to encourage the despairing, to humble the proud, to calm the passionate, or to appease those full of hate-and who could number all these 
masters of the human heart, namely, the emotions, inclinations, and affections that impel men to evil or good?-what more effective means than music 
could you find? The Holy Ghost himself honors her as an instrument for his proper work when in his Holy Scriptures he asserts that through her his 
gifts were instilled in the prophets, namely, the inclination to all virtues, as can be seen in Elisha [II Kings 3:15]. On the other hand, she serves to cast 

out Satan, the instigator of all sins, as is shown in Saul, the king of Israel [I Sam. 16:23]. 

Thus it was not without reason that the fathers and prophets wanted nothing else to be associated as closely with the Word of God as music. There-
fore, we have so many hymns and Psalms where message and music join to move the listener’s soul, while in other living beings and [sounding] bod-
ies music remains a language without words. After all, the gift of language combined with the gift of song was only given to man to let him know that he 
should praise God with both word and music, namely, by proclaiming [the Word of God] through music and by providing sweet melodies with words.” –

Martin Luther 

 

In this first month of 2023, I would like to share two items with you. First, the answers to the puzzle in the December newsletter: 
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2023 Elected Officers 

Executive Board 
President: Rod Hopkins 
Vice President: Brian Engebrecht 
Secretary: 
Treasurer: Norm Antolik 
Asst Treasurer: David Sountris 
Asst Treasurer: Val McDonald 
Financial Secretary: John Iwen 
Asst Financial Sec: Brenda Roggendorf 
 
Board of Human Care  Board of Elders   Board of Trustees 
Carrie Homann   Jim Homann    Evan Antolik 
Janet Hill    Ralph Grotelueschen  Hank VanDamme 
Janet Newlon   Dennis Boarts   Brent Antolik 
Greg Burke    Glen McMillin   Ken Hill 
Stacey Roman   Jonathan Schmidt   Larry Hipple 
Shannon Brand   Brian Kern    Flo Moore 
Tamee Stone   Kevin McAnally   Chuck Brokaw 
Kathy McDowell        Bill Girard 
 
 
Board of Youth   Board of Outreach 
Kris McAnally   Charlie Britton 
Rebecca Hinman   Joan Britton 
Holly Belan    Larry Dodge 
Cris Braddy    Cora Whipple 
Amber Mattly    Steve Sullivan 
     Rose Sullivan 
     Carl Blaser 

ALL BOARDS WILL MEET ON JANUARY 5TH AT 6:30PM.  This is your 
first meeting with your 2023 line-ups, so please plan to attend! 





St. John’s in Winter Snow 

Office Hours  
Monday– Thursday:  

8:30am-2:00pm 

Closed 12-1pm for lunch 

Worship Times 
Saturday 5:00pm 

Sunday 9:00am 

Sunday School/ Bible Study 10:15am 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

1450 30th Ave. 

East Moline, IL 61244 

 

Phone: (309)792-0755 

Email: office@stjohnsem.org 

Web: www.stjohnsem.org 


