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Intro.:  The courage of the first Lutherans who were willing to lose all, even their lives, for the sake of the Gospel is much 

like the heroism of the early Christians who suffered martyrdom.  It is difficult for us to imagine such sacrifice for the 

sake of what we believe.  Today, the attitude toward truth is more one of compromise at all cost, rather than steadfast 

confession no matter the cost.   I guess that is what makes the strength of the early Christians and the reformers so awe-

inspiring.  But what gives a person such courage and conviction in the face of hatred and violence?  The answer is: “The 

Forceful Kingdom of Heaven”  

     Because the Greek word that you heard translated as “violence” in our Gospel can also be translated as “forceful.”  

Another translation puts it this way:  “the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of 

it.”  While it is true that the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, on this celebration of the reformation we confess 

even more-so that it is a kingdom that comes with great force.  

I.  It Comes With Force.  (vv.12-14) 

    Unlike the spread of Islam, accomplished through acts of violence, the true kingdom of heaven in Christ forcefully 

advances even while it suffers violence.  And it does so armed only with the Word of God.   

A.  We, Lutheran Christians, know the power of God’s Word.  It is a power to change empires, to conquer human hearts, 

and to even strike down Satan, himself.  We understand that the kingdom of heaven does not come by the sword, nor 

by any power, might or wisdom of our own.  It comes through a forceful message.  

    Although that forceful message was declared through the prophets of old, it was given an even more powerful 

expression through John the Baptist.  He proclaimed God’s law in such a way that no one could escape its 

condemnation, and the Holy Spirit’s calling to repentance and faith.  After convicting them of their sin John then pointed 

them to Jesus Christ as the Lamb of God who takes away that sin.  For those who had ears to hear his message came 

with great force to bring them kicking and screaming into the kingdom of heaven. 

    Today, we celebrate that John’s message that had been all but lost was restored by God’s gracious working through 

the reformation.  The unyielding message of the reformation that we are saved only by God’s grace through faith in 

Jesus Christ, is what led the kingdom of heaven to advance again with great power.  No indulgences, no sacrifices, no 

works of contrition, no pilgrimages, holy relics, nor monastic vows could accomplish what the message of God’s Son who 

lived, died and rose again can do for this world and for us.  That Gospel message, alone, is the very power of God unto 

salvation.   

    Still today, the Gospel is the forceful message that brings the kingdom to us.  The message that Jesus lived a holy life 

of obedience for us, died an innocent death as our substitute, and rose again to give us life and salvation is the only 

message we need to bring us into the kingdom of heaven.  Through the Gospel, even in the face of violence and 

persecution, the kingdom of heaven continues to advance with great force as we baptize in the name of the Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit and teach all that our Lord has commended to us.   

B.  This forceful message of the Gospel is what changed the world.  It is what changed men and women like the early 

Christians and the first Lutherans.  And know this for certain it continues to be the message that has the power to 

change each and every one of you.   

   After our Lord declared that the kingdom of heaven had been advancing forcefully, he went on to say, “and forceful 

men lay hold of it.”  With these words Jesus is telling us that the energy and force with which the kingdom of heaven 

comes can make us forceful people.  When we consider the awe-inspiring bravery and courage of the saints and martyrs 

it is important to remember that they were not necessarily extraordinary people.  It was the forceful message of the 

Gospel with all its gifts, treasures, and blessings that gave them the power and courage to “lay hold of” and “snatch up” 

God’s kingdom.  It enabled them to commit their lives even unto death for it.  

     Filled with the Holy Spirit, John became a forceful man who was able to lay hold of the kingdom of heaven.  In the 

spirit and power of Elijah he declared the fulfillment of all that the prophets had foretold.  He was a man whom God had 

appointed for his time to bring forth the kingdom of heaven forcefully.  And so He did.      



     Luther and the reformers were ordinary men, but they had received God’s power to take their stand. Taken captive 

into the kingdom of heaven, they were willing to offer their necks to the sword and their bodies to the flames for the 

sake of the Gospel.  They were men whom God had appointed for their time to again forcefully bring forth His kingdom.  

And so they did.   

     Still today, we are made strong even in our weaknesses by God’s Word.  Because we know that we are citizens of the 

kingdom of heaven we can live recklessly without regard for what the world may do to us.  In the face of violence and 

persecution we can boldly declare with Luther "Unless I am convicted by Scripture and plain reason--- I cannot and I will 

not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe.  Here I stand, I cannot do otherwise.  God help 

me, Amen."  Consider what is going on in the world around you today.  Certainly we are living in extraordinary times, 

and God has taken us, ordinary people, and has appointed and empowered us by the Gospel to be brave and 

courageous.  He sends us to forcefully advance His kingdom here and throughout the world.  The question is:  Will we do 

it? 

Transition:  Understand, as our Lord teaches in today’s Gospel, that although his kingdom advances forcefully and 

forceful people lay hold of it … 

II.  It Is Confronted By Fickle People.  (vv.14-19) 

A.  To illustrate this point Jesus talked about children playing in the marketplace.  In His day the spacious market areas 

were convenient playgrounds for the children of the neighborhood.  Jesus shares what any of us could observe for 

ourselves by watching children play.  There are always those who pass from one game to another as their mood and 

fancies suit them.  Yet, they are never satisfied.  They say they want to play one thing, but quickly get bored and move 

on to something else or decide that they don’t want to play by the rules and so leave in a huff.  In the market the 

children would first say that they wanted to play a happy game of wedding in which they would imitate the flute playing 

and the dancing.  Then they would switch to the sad game of funeral in which they would mimic the wailing women and 

beat their chests in grief.  The children in charge of the games did not know what they wanted.  They jumped from one 

game to another, and then complained that they were not getting their way.  It is easy to see that the problem was not 

with the game but with the children.   

B.  In our Gospel Jesus tells us that people can often be like that. They say they want one thing and then another.  They 

try to dictate the game of life and the rules of religion to suit their own moods or fancies, and then when the kingdom of 

heaven advances on them forcefully they complain and reject it.   

     The people to whom John and Jesus came rejected them both.  John came to them living by the strict code of a 

Nazarite.  He lived in isolation and denied his body all creature comforts and the people accused him of having a demon.  

Jesus came to them associating with all sorts of people, eating and drinking at dinners, and they accused him of being a 

drunken glutton and a friend of sinners.  The problem was not with John or Jesus or the kingdom they brought; the 

problem was with the people.  They were fickle and childish.  They complained because God and His messengers were 

not accommodating themselves to their whims.  They wanted to play with God, but not let His kingdom exert its power 

over them.   

      People are still just as fickle when it comes to the kingdom of heaven.  They want the church, the kingdom of heaven, 

to “get with the times”, to accommodate itself to the moods and fancies of the people.  They would have us dispense 

with the forceful Gospel message for something more “appealing, meaningful or relevant”.  The world, even the visible 

church today, is full of people who want to play the religious game by their own rules, but do not want to be forcefully 

conquered for the kingdom of heaven.  They respond to the reformation call “Here I stand!” by saying, “Well, then, if 

you won’t give me what I want then there I go!”    

     The problem is still not with the message or the messenger.  It is with the people.  It is high time that the Church of 

the Reformation wake up and realize that we need to stop trying to entertain the goats and start feeding the sheep 

again.  Compromising the truth, catering to the fickle whims of people, and exchanging the forceful Gospel for a 

different message, will never advance the kingdom of heaven.  It will destroy it. 



    But thanks be to God, despite the fickle nature of the people to whom the kingdom of heaven comes wherever the 

Gospel is preached and the sacraments are administered according to Christ’s command…      

III.  The Kingdom Still Stands Strong.  (v.19) 

A.  No matter what people’s reaction, no matter how violently they resist it, the forceful kingdom will always stand and 

continue to advance.  After pointing out the childish games of the people who rejected Him, Jesus ends our Gospel by 

saying, “Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.”    

    The foolish and fickle cannot stop the Gospel and the kingdom of heaven from having their way in this world.  No 

matter how many times the devil and his agents have tried to stomp it out the kingdom of heaven continues to advance 

forcefully, sometimes using the blood of the martyrs as its seed.  Jewish leaders, Roman Emperors, Muslim hoards, 

Communist Dictators, Academic Atheists, and how many other enemies of God have attempted and failed to stop its 

advance.  But they cannot and will not, because as Christ promised even the gates of hell will not prevail against His 

Church.  

B.  The wisdom of God and the power of His kingdom is proven right by its action. 

    The works of John in baptizing and teaching his disciples to follow Jesus as the Lamb of God were proven right when 

Jesus died on the altar of the cross to take away the sins of the world.  The wisdom of God was proved right when after 

dying on the cross for our sins Jesus rose again in glory to assure us of our salvation and resurrection to glory. 

    God’s powerful work through the reformers proved God’s wisdom right as the Gospel forcefully took hold of the world 

and the kingdom advanced against all opposition.  It was proven right as people turned to the Holy Scriptures and 

discovered for themselves that they are saved not by their own works, but by God’s grace, through faith in God’s Son, 

alone.  

    Still, today, the Church stands and God proves His wisdom right through His actions.  Here God acts on our behalf as 

He speaks to us in His Word, Washes us and gives us a new birth in Holy Baptism, and feeds us with His body and blood 

from the altar.  His wisdom is proved right as the kingdom of heaven continues to advance here among us and through 

us to others.   

Concl.:  My beloved in Christ, we are and can be the brave, courageous, and heroic men and women for our day.  God 

has given us a powerful Gospel message to share with an often weak and fickle generation.  With this message our Lord 

will lead us to take hold of and forcefully advance His kingdom.  Here we stand!  May God help us!  Amen!       


