EXPLORING GOD’S WORD
LESSON 2

[Assigned Reading: Genesis Chapters 6-11]
[Themes to Teach: Obedience]

(Read Genesis 6:5-18)

After the Fall, mankind was left without a clear revelation of God.  Mankind simply did that which seemed right to them.  Sin abounded, and mankind became excessively wicked.  God decided to purge the earth and judge their wickedness.  But the Scriptures tell us that Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. 

I. NOAH WAS SAVED BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH:

1. Noah was saved by Grace:
Genesis 6:8 (NKJV) 
8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. 

Grace is what God does! God’s grace is seen in the fact that God: 
a. Came to Noah
b. Revealed the danger of the impending judgment
c. Revealed His desire to save Noah
d. Provided a way of salvation – the plan

2. Noah was saved by Faith: 
Hebrews 11:7 (NKJV) 
7 By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith. 

Faith is what we do in response to God! Noah’s faith is seen in the fact that Noah:
a. Responded to the message from God
b. Built the Ark according to the specifications given by God
c. Stayed committed to the message he had received

3. We are also saved by grace through faith. 
Ephesians 2:8 (NKJV) 
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 

We are saved because God reaches for us in love, and we respond to him in obedience. 

II. GOD’S PLAN WAS SPECIFIC:

Genesis 6:13–16 (NKJV) 
13 And God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 
14 Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch. 
15 And this is how you shall make it: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. 
16 You shall make a window for the ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit from above; and set the door of the ark in its side. You shall make it with lower, second, and third decks. 

God did not simply ask Noah to build an ark; He gave him a very specific plan:  
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If Noah would have chosen to deviate from the plan of God, it would have certainly affected his salvation.  

Application:  God demonstrated His grace through the coming of Jesus Christ.  Jesus revealed both God’s desire and plan to save us.  However, we must apply that plan to our lives in faith, repentance, water baptism, and the infilling of His Spirit.  

III. NOAH WAS SAVED BY WATER:

1 Peter 3:20–21 (NIV) 
20 …when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 
21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

In his letter, Peter clearly draws a parallel between the water that saved Noah and New Testament baptism.  Baptism is our response to His grace.  

IV. JESUS REFERENCED NOAH AS AN EXAMPLE OF HOW IT WOULD BE IN THE ENDTIME:

Matthew 24:37–39 (NIV) 
37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 
38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 
39 and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 

1. Eating, drinking, and marrying – Matthew 24:38-39 
2. Buying, selling, planting, and building – Luke 17:26-30 

In the last days, many people will be ignorant of the coming judgment. Not because they are without witness, but because they are pre-occupied with life.  
