
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Songs of the Season 
 

There is something about a song that can grip our souls – especially when it’s one we all know.  
 

One of the most moving things I have ever heard was a group of Malawian students singing together, 
unaccompanied, and in perfect harmony. It was profoundly simple, yet deeply stirring. Ella Fitzgerald said “The 
only thing better than singing, is more singing.” The Malawian Christians I met would agree!  
 

One of the many striking features of the gospel accounts outlining the birth of Jesus, is the number of words 
said in praise to the Lord, that have become songs. Mary, in Luke 1:46-55 praises the Lord in the words 
commonly called ‘The Magnificat’ – “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my Spirit rejoices in God my Savior” 
(Luke 1:46).  
 

Similarly, Zechariah praises the Lord after his son, John is born, “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has 
visited and redeemed his people” (Luke 1:68). Then in the next chapter we hear the angels praising God “Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” (Luke 2:14). The shepherds, 
we are told glorify and praise God. Simeon blesses God for allowing him to see the baby Jesus in the temple. 
He describes Jesus as “your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel” (Luke 2:30-32). Likewise Anna, also in the temple 
gives thanks to the Lord, and speaks to everyone ‘who were waiting for the redemption of Israel’ about the birth 
of Jesus (Luke 2:38). It’s plain to see that ‘salvation’ and ‘redemption’ are huge themes connected to the birth 
of Jesus. So many different people from different backgrounds, at varying ages and stages in life, yet all 
celebrating the arrival of Jesus. 
 

We each have our favorite Carols and songs we like to sing at this time of year. One of mine is “Joy to the 
World” – which we will consider on Christmas Day as we think about the line “let earth receive her king.” The 
idea is profound - Jesus is the long-promised leader we need. That of course is reflected in Carols such as 
“Once in Royal David’s City.” The point being that Jesus is from the same lineage as David - or at least his 
adopted father Joseph is. Jesus is the leader that God’s people need. He’s the long-promised savior, and 
redeemer who makes things right between us and God.   
 

This is the good news of Christianity. God has come!  
 

Over this Advent season, we’re thinking about some of the most familiar songs that we sing every year. My 
prayer is that as we listen to them, God would touch our souls and will change each of us. You’ll find a program 
of events listed on the church website https://www.lansdalepres.org/christmas-events.  
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And do make sure to invite friends and family to our various Advent and Christmas events. Jubilant Brass will 
be our guest musicians on December 11 and we have our atmospheric Christmas Eve service on the evening 
of December 24. Then on Christmas Day we will gather for an all-age Christmas Day service at 10.30am. This 
entire service will be for people of all ages (there will be no junior church or Sunday school), and will include 
Carols, Bible reading, a talk, and some prayers. 
 

One of my prayers for these services is that God helps us explain how Jesus is Savior and redeemer that we 
all need, and to encourage people to believe and follow Him. A follow-up which will be offered is to join a 
Christianity Explored  course which will start in January 2023. This is an opportunity for people to find out more 
about the Christian faith for themselves. No one is going to put people on the spot, or to pray or to sing or 
make someone feel stupid. People can ask as many questions as they like, or simply listen to others discuss 
and ask questions.  
 

Also, we have a free short book written by Rico Tice The Ultimate Christmas Wishlist to read and/or give away. 
You can pick up a copy at the Welcome desk in the lobby at any church service.  
 

Please can I encourage you to pray for the church family over this Advent season? It has been a long year and 
this season brings its own specific pressures. It can be a wonderful, or a very painful, or daunting time.  
 

For many in the UK and Ireland, the Service of Lessons and Carols from King’s College Cambridge 
broadcasted live on Christmas Eve, marks the start of Christmas proper. Millions tune in to listen or watch it on 
TV. Traditionally, the first verse is sung, unaccompanied, by a chorister. Apparently, that chorister does not 
know that they have been chosen to sing it until the choir master points to him seconds before the broadcast. 
Just the thought of that terrifies me! But the words that are sung remind us that Jesus is the long-promised 
leader that we need. Will you let him be your leader this Christmas? 
 

The Irish song writer Bono once said “Music can change the world, because it can change people.”  The Bible 
makes it clear, that Jesus Christ is the one who changes everything. What is it about good songs that can 
move us so deeply? The tune? The words? How it’s sung? For many we link a special song with a special 
person, a memory, a moment long gone, but still fresh in our minds. You know. And God knows too.  
 

May the Lord touch your heart as you trust in his Son this Christmas - and sing about him. 
 

With continued love and prayers, 
 

Pastor Chris 
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Offering Envelopes for 2023  
 

The envelope system is the method used 
by which the Deacons keep a record of 
church giving. Yearly statements are 
printed for income tax purposes, based on 
the envelope system. You can pick up 
your envelopes in the church lobby (or in 
your mailbox) starting on December 4th.  
 

If you have never received offering 
envelopes and would like to have them for 
2023, please contact Amber in the  
church office (amber@lansdalepres.org).  
 

 
                 Deacons’ Angel Tree 
 

 

Lansdale Presbyterian Church Angel Tree 
2022 shall once again be directed toward 
meeting the expressed needs of several 
anonymous clients of The Pregnancy 
Resource Clinic/North Care in Lansdale. Look 
for the Angel Tree in the lobby; gift tags for gift 
cards for Walmart and Amazon are displayed 
on the tree.  
 
Please place purchased gift cards in the 
offering basket at church by December 11th.  
 
Prayerfully consider our partnership with The 
Pregnancy Resource Clinic/North Care clients 
as you long for His coming to change lives 
within our community. 

 

 

Christmas Flowers 
 

 Orders are now being taken for Christmas  
 flowers to be used to help decorate the  
 Worship Center and lobby for Christmas.        
 There are a limited number of poinsettias  
  available to purchase. Sign up in the  
  lobby to purchase.  
   

              Flowers can be given in memory of or in  
              honor of a loved one. They may be taken     
              home following the Christmas Eve Service.  
 

 
    

 

Sunday Sermon Series 
Christmas 2022 

“Songs of the Season” 

12/4   As the Darkness Clears Away 
12/11    Pleased as Man with Men to Dwell 
12/18   Come and Behold Him 
12/25   Let Earth Receive Her King 
 

Join us on Sundays 
 at 10:30 am 

 
 

 
 

Sacrificial Offering 
 

  On Sunday, December 11th, we will  
  receive our annual sacrificial offering. 
  This year’s offering has been designated 
  for the continuing support of Rachel 
  Hart’s mission internship and also 
  towards supporting future internships, 
  including but not limited to potential 
  PCA pastors, at LPC. 
 

  If you have offering envelopes, please 
  use the one designated for the 
  Sacrificial Offering or you may use a 
  plain envelope and designate 
  “Sacrificial Offering” on the outside. If 
  giving online, please designate on the  
  memo line. Gifts can be given through  
  the end of the month. 
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LPC Meal Train Ministry 
 

What is a meal train? 
A meal train is comprised of a group of people 
providing meals to someone who has a need. The 
church uses this on-line tool to coordinate providing 
meals for families or individuals within the 
congregation who need assistance at different 
times. Needs can range from a birth in the family to 
illnesses or recovering from surgery. 
 

Meal Train is easy to use. Whenever a need arises, 
an email is sent out with calendar dates to choose 
from. Simply select a date and fill in your meal 
details. This helps those on the meal train know 
what others are bringing and allows for a variety of 
meals. If you are unable to provide a meal for a 
particular meal train, that’s okay, you can just wait 
for the next one and jump onboard.  
 

How can you be a part of this important ministry? 
Email the church office (info@lansdalepres.org) 
and we will add you to the meal train distribution list. 
The more names on the list, the more opportunities 
we have to provide for others. 
 

“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of 

these my brothers, you did it to me.”  

Matthew 25:40 (ESV) 

 

Winter Weather Alert System 
 

The church has an automated system to contact 
members and friends about weather related 
schedule changes. There are two ways to sign 
up:  

1. Simply text the word: snow to (215) 631-
3144. You will receive a link to provide 
your name, email, and mobile number.  
 

2. Sign up on your connection card - just 
write the words: Weather Alert and make 
sure your name, email, and mobile 
number are on the card. You will 
automatically receive text and email 
alerts with the relevant details for any 
weather-related schedule changes.  
 
 

 

 
 

Cancellations 
In case of inclement weather and there is 
question as to whether services will be 
cancelled or modified, announcements will be 
sent by text and email, (see above for sign up 
information) OR you can call the church at 
#(215) 368-1119 and listen for updates. 

 
 

NOTE: If you have signed up in a 
previous year, you do not need to sign 
up again. 
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DEACONS’ HARVEST HOME  
 

The deacons would like to thank the congregation 
for their generous donations to this year’s 
Harvest Home ministry event. Thank you also to 
those who shopped, coordinated, delivered food 
baskets, and baked pies. This year 30 families 
were recipients of Harvest Home baskets and 

monetary gifts.   

 

Highlights from November’s dinner: 
 

  Cook: Rich Frattarelli 
  Speaker: Will Liegel 
  Menu: Homemade turkey soup, tossed salad, 
             roll and butter, turkey with gravy,  
             mashed potatoes, stuffing, corn, 
             cranberry sauce, and apple pie. 
  Guests served: 38 
 

Join us at 1:00 pm on December 18th! 
 

  Help can always be used in the kitchen, 
  serving our guests, cleaning up, sitting and 
  fellowshipping with our guests. Questions? 
  See Rob Hand or Joy H. 

Coffee Fellowship 
Join the Coffee Ministry Team for 

2023! 
 

This team works on a rotating basis and 
is responsible for providing the hot 
coffee/tea, fruit and snacks in the café on 
Sunday mornings between Sunday 
School and the 10:30 am Worship 
Service. 
 

The fellowship time not only provides 
nourishment, but it is also a time of 
fellowship and an opportunity to welcome 
visitors, get to meet someone new, and 
connect with LPC friends. 
 

If you would like to serve on this 
committee, contact Rich Frattarelli 
(#215.353.9992 or 
frattarellir@gmail.com). 
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Men’s Retreat 2022 

 
 

Various delays and a move from March to November meant this was the first men’s retreat in over three and a half 
years. The growth of our congregation in that time led to about 1/3 of the group being first-timers at Spruce Lake! But 
the tried-and-true recipe remains a good one:  

1. Add men of various ages and stages of life to large mountain home. 
2. Stir in copious amounts of good food. 
3. Heat over large fire. Make it a little bigger than seems necessary. It’s a good idea to have an unlimited supply of 

firewood. Having a few firefighters on hand can’t hurt. 
4. Don’t over schedule, you want to allow time for your mixture to blend. 
5. Season to taste with opportunities to discuss the gospel, faith, family, etc. 
6. Pray. Pray especially everyone makes it back from the hike up the mountain. 

Note: no need to poke with a toothpick. You’ll know it’s done when the men are encouraged, when new connections are 
forming and old ones are deepening. 
 

Thanks to our families for sending us and those who picked up the slack while we were gone. Thanks also to all who 
came- for sharing your stories and engaging with the discussion topics, for pitching in to cook and clean up, and for the 
reminder of what a privilege it is to go on a men’s retreat. 
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 1    7:00 pm Women’s Bible study in-person *  
       7:00 pm Session meeting  
 2    10:30 am Community Group * 
 4    Advent Sunday Week #2 
       8:00 am Band Rehearsal *        
       9:15 am Sunday School for all ages * 
       10:30 am Worship Service:* Rev. Chris Kennedy 

preaching; Communion 
       4:30 pm Communicant Membership Class * 
       5:00 pm Community Group online * 
       5:30 pm Youth Group * 
       5:30 pm Community Group (library) * 
       5:30 pm Community Group (North Wales) * 
5     7:00 pm Deacons’ Executive Committee meeting   
6     6:30 – 8:15 pm ESL* 
7     6:00 am Men’s Ministry * 
       9:30 am Women’s Bible Study * 
       6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal * 
       6:30 pm Communicant Membership Class  
11   Advent Sunday Week #3 
       10:30 am Worship Service: * Rev. Chris Kennedy     
           preaching; Sacrificial Offering, Jubilant Brass  
       6:30 pm Lessons & Carols Christmas Program 
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12   7:00 pm Moms Together meeting  
15    11:45 am Seniors Living in Christ Christmas 

Lunch 
       7:00 pm Session meeting  
16   7:00 pm Moms Together Cookie Exchange 
17    7:30 am Men’s Prayer and Breakfast at LPC  
18   Advent Sunday Week #4 
   10:30 am Worship Service:* Rev. Brian Hand  
            preaching 
        1:00 pm Food From the Heart Dinner 
        5:00 pm Youth Group Progressive Christmas 

party 
        5:30 pm Kingdom Kids 

19    7:00 pm Deacons’ Mercy Ministry Committee 
24   7:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service:* 

Rev. 
           Chris Kennedy preaching  
25    Christmas Day: 
           No Sunday School             
           10:30 am Family Worship Service  
              (No Nursery or Jr. Church) 
           No evening groups 
26    7:00 pm Elders’ wives meeting 

       * Meets Weekly 


