
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   

Big moves in mission… 
 

At the start of March, we are going to enjoy our Annual Mission’s Conference. It’s an exciting opportunity to hear from 
one of our global mission partners – Yannick and Erin Imbert, currently serving the Lord Jesus in France. We’ll get to hear 
from them at Sunday School, Yannick is our guest preacher, and we will interview him on Sunday evening (after a church 
family meal in the style of French cuisine – ooh la la!). It will be a great time. But there is a danger that we think that 
‘mission’ is something that stays ‘out there’ rather than something that we are all involved in if we are followers of Jesus 
Christ. 
 

God’s word clearly teaches us otherwise. We are involved in God’s mission to his world. If we are followers of Jesus 
Christ, we are intrinsically tied into this purpose. We can see that from Psalm 67. This may be ‘old news’ to some of us, 
but it’s worth considering again. The central prayer at the heart of the Psalm speaks to the yearnings of our needy 
world: 
 

“Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon the earth.” 
(Psalm 67:4) The Psalmist recognizes that God rules the world justly, and the psalm is a prayer that people from across 
the globe believe that. So twice the Psalmist prays “Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you!” 
(Psalm 67:3, 5) 
 

This side of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we can make this our prayer. As we do that, let me highlight a 
couple of ‘moves’ this Psalm makes or anticipates, if we are going to understand how ‘mission’ applies to you and me.  
 

Understand the move from ‘you’ to ‘us’. 
In Numbers 6, God instructs Moses that his brother Aaron and the Levitical priests are to say this blessing over God’s 
people: 
 

“The LORD bless you and keep you; 
the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.” (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 

In Psalm 67, the writer is mulling on this blessing and praying it for the people of God – so instead of ‘you’ as in – ‘you 
Israelites’ the prayer is for ‘us’ together as God’s people:  
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“May God be gracious to us and bless us 
    and make his face to shine upon us,  
 that your way may be known on earth, 
    your saving power among all nations.”  (Psalm 67:1-2) 
 

It’s a wonderful illustration of how to prayerfully apply Scripture to our lives. Moreover, it is a prayer that God would 
bless the corporate people of God, in which the writer is included. The writer sees the importance of ‘us’ – together, so 
that God’s power is seen by the nations. 
 

In the New Testament, Paul outlines how the church of Jesus Christ, is the instrument through which not only the 
nations, but the entire universe (including those spiritual forces opposed to God) see God’s ‘manifold wisdom’ 
(Ephesians 3:10). Paul goes on to explain, “This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.” (Ephesians 3:11) 
 

So, being part of Lansdale Presbyterian Church connects us to something that has been going on through the centuries. 
Far longer than the PCA has been in existence. Further back than the first century church. Further back than Moses and 
Aaron. Back into the eternal purposes of God, accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. As we pray this prayer, we begin to 
see how we fit into God’s purposes. 
 

Understand the move from ‘in’ to ‘out’. 
In Psalm 67 the writer realizes that as the people of God at the time- they have a collective responsibility to the world 
around them – to be an advert to them. 
 

What’s different now that Jesus has come for us – is that we (those are in ‘the nations’) are part of the answer to this 
prayer. On the day of Pentecost in Acts 2, the Holy Spirit falls on the disciples and they are able to share the good news 
about Jesus in languages that their hearers understand. It’s a pivotal moment. Instead of the nations in-gathering to 
meet at one central geographical place, the people of God are sent out into the nations. It’s the first step in the Great 
Commission the risen Jesus gives to his disciples.  
 

“And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end 
of the age.’” (Matthew 28:18-20) 

 

In his book, The Mission of God, Christopher Wright concludes: “Fundamentally, our mission (if it is biblically informed 
and validated) means our committed participation as God’s people, at God’s invitation and command, in God’s own 
mission within the history of God’s world for the redemption of God’s creation.”  
 

God is a missionary. The story of the Bible is the story of God’s mission. We are part of God’s story. Go figure.  
 

 ‘Mission’ isn’t for the select few. It is who we are as Christians. It is part of everything we do.   
 

The great joy of coming to a church like LPC is that we don’t necessarily need to go to the nations (though the Lord 
might be nudging you that way – if so, please speak to Dan McBride and the Missions Committee) but the nations come 
to us. People from Korea, Jordan, Cameroon, India, China, and Ireland worshipping alongside those who have grown up 
in the US. And we each only have to go back a few generations to trace our ancestors from all over the globe. We are 
part of the ‘nations’ that the Psalmist prays for!  
 

As followers of Jesus, our current place of mission is where he has us now – in our homes, neighborhood, school, work, 
wherever we meet people we know and love and care for. The great reassurance is that as we rub shoulders with them, 
the Lord Jesus is closer still, helping us introduce them to him. Today why not read Psalm 67 and make that your prayer 
for LPC?  
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“Your music is nice, but only mine can make me cry.” 

These words were spoken to a Western missionary by an indigenous Christian woman, and we can all relate to her 
thoughts: while we can appreciate music styles other than what we prefer, only music that “speaks our language” 
communicates with us at the deepest level of both our minds and our emotions. 

Many Christians in minority cultures cannot sing to the Lord with music that “speaks their language” because that music 
simply does not exist; they sing songs in worship that have been imported from other cultures even though their own 
cultural music abounds outside the church. 

Our mission is to work with such brothers and sisters and encourage them to compose music that can connect their 
hearts with their minds in worship and discipleship. God has given us many opportunities to help Christians in 
Cameroon, Peru, and The Gambia to compose new songs to the Lord in their own familiar musical languages. This year 
he has again opened the door for us to do that in Cameroon (June 10–29) and Henry in Nepal (July 3–7). 

We’ll be taking four recent college graduates in music along with us as interns to help lead workshops among the Esimbi 
and the Baka peoples in Cameroon. Each five-day workshop examines music (song and instruments) in the Bible and 
their own culture and how their own music can be used for to glorify the God of the Bible. Our prayer is that composers 
will be present and new songs will be created, taught to the rest of the group, and recorded for distribution. Henry will 
then go on to Kathmandu to work with musicians from all over Nepal. 

Comments from past workshops include “We don’t have the opportunity to get much teaching, so this has been like a 
seminary class for us” and “[This workshop] has opened our eyes to develop our culture. We should go ahead to use our 
own language and indigenous music style, and God will be glorified.” 

We are looking for teammates to pray with us for spiritual fruit and help with the costs (Cameroon, $4000; Nepal, 
$1700). If this is something you’d like to be a part of, please talk to us at church or email us at hgwhitney@comcast.net. 

 

 

The Whitneys  
are going to  

Cameroon and Nepal this 
summer! 
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Don’t forget to move your 
clocks ahead one hour on 

Sunday, March 12th, at      
2:00 am. 

 

   April  7    7:00 pm Good Friday Service at LPC 

                         Combined service with Covenant  
                               Presbyterian Church of Harleysville 

  April  9    Easter Sunday 
                9:15 am Breakfast (LPC Gym) 

                              No Sunday School Classes 
            10:30 am Worship Service 

- Rev. Chris Kennedy preaching 

                         No evening groups 

He is Risen! 

 
  

 

Easter Flowers 
There is an opportunity for you 
to help decorate the church 
for Easter by purchasing 
flowers in memory or in honor 
of loved ones. There will be a 
sign-up sheet in the lobby 
beginning March 19th. Flowers 
can be taken home after the 
Easter Worship Service. 
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Over recent months, the elders have discussed the specific language we use in the prayer that Jesus teaches his disciples 
(commonly referred to as ‘the Lord’s Prayer’) during Sunday Morning Worship Service. It has been agreed that we use 
more up-to-date language in the corporate saying of the Lord’s Prayer. This is the suggested update: 

     Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name;  
your kingdom come;  
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For yours is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever. Amen. (taken from Be Thou My Vision devotional by Jonny Gibson)  

 

It is important to understand that this change to up-to-date language in no way alters the content of the prayer the Lord 
Jesus taught. ‘You’, ‘you’ and ‘yours’ have replaced the older pronouns of ‘thee’ ‘thy’ and ‘thine.’ ‘Who art’ in the first 
line, now reads ‘Our Father in heaven,’ and ‘Forever and ever’ at the end of the prayer is simply ‘forever.’  
 

The elders see the wisdom in using more up-to-date language for several reasons. It is more in keeping with the Bible 
translation that we use – the English Standard Version. Coupled with that, the use of language that was ‘current’ when 
the Bible was first translated into English and made available (the King James Version) is at odds with the contemporary 
spoken words we use throughout the rest of the service. The Westminster Confession talks of the need to ensure that 
prayer, if vocal is “in a known tongue” (Chapter 21:3). In other words, comprehensible and current language specific to 
the given context. In LPC we converse in English hence the suggested change.  
 

I appreciate that some of us may struggle with this, particularly if it’s changing something we have said for years. (I grew 
up praying ‘Thine is the kingdom’ and ‘trespasses’ instead of ‘debts’, etc.) It may well be that we hear voices on a Sunday 
say the older form of the Lord’s Prayer because that is what they are used to. That’s okay. But our authority is God’s 
word, not our tradition, hard though that might be to let go of at times. The update may help us see more clearly the 
truth of God’s word along with new-comers, and those for whom English is not their first language. We want to ensure 
that people understand God’s words as clearly as possible, so that they and we together, deepen in our relationship with 
the Lord Jesus.   
 

If you have any concerns or comments, please feel free to get in touch.  
 

With continued love and prayers in Christ,  
Pastor Chris 

 
 

 

 

FOOD FROM THE HEART 
 

Highlights from February’s dinner: 
   Cook: Patricia Sovocool 
   Speaker: Harold Schepian – personal testimony 
   Menu: Italian wedding soup, salad, rolls/butter, baked chicken 
     breast, mixed vegetables, roasted potatoes, fruit cup, ice 
     cream and cookie  
   Guests served: 40 
 

  This month’s dinner: March 26th ~ Join us at 1:00 pm  
 

  Help can always be used in the kitchen, serving our guests, 
  cleaning up and sitting and fellowshipping with our guests. 
  Questions?  See Rob Hand or Joy H.  
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  1 6:00 am Men’s Ministry * 
 9:15 am Women’s Bible study * 
 2 – 7 pm Red Cross Blood Drive (LPC Gym)  
        6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal * 
 2 7:00 pm Session meeting  
       7:00 pm Women’s Bible study online *   
3   10:30 am Community Group *  

  4-9 pm Café Reserved 
 5  8:00 am Band Rehearsal * 
      9:15 am Sunday School for all ages * 
             -  Combined class for Grade 6 - adult 
        10:30 am Worship Service * 

- Dr. Yannick Imbert preaching; Communion 
5-7:30 pm Missions Conference Dinner and  
     Presentation 

              - Nursery and Childcare during program 
 7      6:30 – 8:15 pm ESL * 
         7:00 pm Grief Share begins * 
  9 7:00 pm Secular Creed book discussion 
12 Daylight Saving Time begins 
10 7:00 pm Moms Together event 
 10:30 am Worship Service * 

- Rev. Chris Kennedy preaching 
- Deacons’ Report/Offering 

         12:15 Lunch with the Pastors 
         12:30 – 4:30 pm Café Reserved 
         5:00 pm Community Group online * 
         5:30 pm Community Groups (library/N,Wales) * 
         5:30 pm Youth Group * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
13     7:00 pm Moms Together  
16     11:30 am Seniors Living in Christ birthday party 

7:00 pm Session meeting 
 7:00 pm Women’s Bible study in person 
18 9 am – 6:00 pm Café/kitchen reserved 
19 10:30 am Worship Service * 

- Rev. Chris Kennedy preaching 
         4:30 pm WV Missions Team meeting 
       5:30 pm Youth Group at the Beck’s 
20 7:00 pm Deacons’ Mercy Ministry meeting  
24-25 Elders and Wives Retreat 
  8:00 am Church Work Day 
26 10:30 am Worship Service * 
         1:00 pm Food From the Heart Dinner 
         5:30 pm Kingdom Kids 
         5:30 pm Youth Group at the McDermott’s 
27 7:00 pm Elders’ wives meeting 
28 7:00 pm Service of Prayer and Preparation 
29 7:00 pm Moms Together Committee meeting 
          
 
 * meets weekly 
 

  


