ESTABLISHED 1795

First Presbyterian Church

Lord’s Day, February 8, 2026
6:00 p.M.

1324 Marion Street, Columbia, SC



EVENING WORSHIP

6:00 .M.

He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

MICAH 6:8, ESV

(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE “God So Loved the World” from 7#%e Crucifixion John Stainer
Arranged by Todd Marchand
The Brass Ensemble
Capers Beach and Bruce Easterling, trumpet;
Holly Beeson, horn; Russ Rhodes, trombone;
& Roger Keane, director and tuba.

CALL TO WORSHIP Mr. Joel Semwezi

+HYMN 53 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty LOBE DEN HERREN
Please find the music on page 4 of your bulletin.

+ PRAYER OF INVOCATION

+ CHILDREN'’S HYMN 254 Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed (Stanzas 1 & 2) MARTYRDOM

Alas! and did my Savior bleed,
And did my Sovereign die!
Would He devote that sacred head

For such a worm as I!

Was it for crimes that I have done,
He groaned upon the tree!
Amazing pity! Grace unknown!

And love beyond degree!



CHILDREN’S SERMON
Children’s Catechism #137
Q. What sign is used in the Lord’s Supper?
A. Eating bread and drinking wine to remember the suffering and death of Jesus.

Children may leave for Club and Cherub Chour at this time.

+ CHILDREN'S HYMN 254 Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed (Stanzas 3 & 4) MARTYRDOM

Well might the sun in darkness hide,
And shut his glories in,
When Christ, the mighty Maker, died

For man the creature’s sin.

Thus might I hide my blushing face
While His dear cross appears;
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness,
And melt mine eyes in tears.

EVENING PRAYER Elder Craig Hess
RECEIVING OF THE LORD’S TITHE AND OUR OFFERINGS
OFFERTORY B¢ Thou My Vision Arranged by Todd Marchand

+ DOXOLOGY TALLIS’ CANON

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON Proverbs 11:1; 14:31; 17:15; 21:3; 22:22—23; 31:8-9

(Pew Bible page 534; Children’s Bible page 687)
SERMON “Fairness” Dr. Neil C. Stewart
PRAYER



+ HYMN Psalm 82 AURELIA

God stands amid His people to judge their rulers all:

How long will they oppress those who on His favor call?

How long will they the wicked show partiality,

And treat with scorn the meek who their proper care should be?

Behold the weak and orphaned in need of loving care;
The destitute and smitten are with you everywhere.

Do justice, then, you rulers, to all God’s needy lambs.
Redeem, revive, retrieve them from wicked, sinful hands.

Rise up, O God, in splendor according to Your worth!
Rise up in pow’r to judge all the nations of the earth!
Rise up, O God our Savior, and hear our fervent call,
For You possess and rule o’er the nations one and all.

Paraphrase of verses 1-4; 8; T.M. Moore.
Used with permission of the author.

+ BENEDICTION

+ CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
May the Peace (Benediction) Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

May the peace of God our heav’nly Father,

And the grace of Christ the risen Son,

And the fellowship of God the Spirit

Keep our hearts and minds within his love.

And to ham be praise for his glorious reign,

From the depths of earth to the heights of heav’n;

We declare the name of the Lamb once slain,

Christ eternal, the King of kings. coLINo. 393170

POSTLUDE Variation on “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty™ LOBE DEN HERREN

Mr. Thomas Russell, organist



Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Praise the LORD, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. Praise
the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits. Ps. 103:1,2
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Based on Psalm 103
Joachim Neander, 1680

Tr. by Catherine Winkworth, 1863; alt. 1990

LOBE DEN HERREN 14.14.4.7.8.
Stralsund Gesangbuch, 1665
Arr.in Praxis Pietatis Melica,1668



SERMON NOTES

“Fairness”

Proverbs 11:1; 14:31; 17:15; 21:3; 22:22-23; 31:8-9 | Dr. Neil C. Stewart



FEATURED GLOBAL WORKER

Sally Cathcart (First Presbyterian Church member) is a newly-approved candidate with
Mission to the World. She will be working with a church plant called Christ Church Central
in Leeds, England, discipling young women, working with the Music Ministry in the church,
and helping with children’s Sunday School.



WORSHIP AT FIRST
Thank you for turning off cell phones during the worship service.

The Family Life Center is equipped with a hearing assistance system. Please ask a deacon for
a receiver.

Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the Education Building. A quiet
room with a live video feed of the service is available in the Education Building, Room 113.
There, mothers may attend to the needs of their children.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Church Nominating Committee has begun its work and requests that members of the
congregation pray for the committee and prayerfully consider their recommendations for
nomination to the offices of ruling Elder, Deacon, Elder Emeritus, and Deacon Emeritus/Emerita.
Officer nomination forms are available on the church app or website at firstprescolumbia.org/
officers, or you may email nominatingcommittee@firstprescolumbia.org with your nominations.
We are most grateful for your prayers and for your participation in this very important work in
our church.

The flowers that grace our worship services today are given to the
glory of God and in honor of Emuly Metzger by George Hallman.



ESTABLISHED 1795

First Presbyterian
Church

LORD'S DAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2026
6:00 p.m.

1324 Marion Street, Columbia, SC



EVENING WORSHIP

6:00 p.M.

He has told you, O man, what 1s good; and what does the Lord requare of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

MICAH 6:8, ESV

(+ Congregation, please stand if able.)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE

“God So Loved the World” from T%e Crucifixion ~ John Stainer
Arr. Todd Marchand
The Brass Ensemble
Capers Beach and Bruce Fasterling, trumpet;
Holly Beeson, horn; Russ Rhodes, trombone;
& Roger Keane, director and tuba.

CALL TO WORSHIP Mr. Joel Semwezi

+ HYMN 53 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty LOBE DEN HERREN

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear,

Now to his temple draw near,

Join me in glad adoration.

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth,
Shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth!

Hast thou not seen

How thy desires e’er have been

granted in what he ordaineth?



Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee!
Surely his goodness and mercy here daily attend thee;
Ponder anew

What the Almighty will do,
If with his love he befriend thee.

Praise to the Lord, who with marvelous wisdom hath made thee,
Decked thee with health, and with loving hand guided and
stayed thee.

How oft in grief

Hath not he brought thee relief,

Spreading his wings to o’ershade thee!

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him!

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the amen

Sound from his people again;

Gladly fore’er we adore him.

+ PRAYER OF INVOCATION

+ CHILDREN'’S HYMN 254
Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed (Stanzas 1 & 2) MARTYRDOM

Alas! and did my Savior bleed,
And did my Sovereign die!
Would He devote that sacred head

For such a worm as I!

Was it for crimes that I have done,
He groaned upon the tree!
Amazing pity! Grace unknown!

And love beyond degree!



CHILDREN’'S SERMON
Children’s Catechism #137
Q. What sign is used in the Lord’s Supper?

A. Eating bread and drinking wine to remember the suffering

and death of Jesus.
Children may leave for Club and Cherub Chouwr at this time.

+ CHILDREN'S HYMN 254
Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed (Stanzas 3 & 4) MARTYRDOM

Well might the sun in darkness hide,

And shut his glories in,
When Christ, the mighty Maker, died

For man the creature’s sin.

Thus might I hide my blushing face
While His dear cross appears;
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness,
And melt mine eyes 1n tears.

EVENING PRAYER Elder Craig Hess

RECEIVING OF THE LORD’S TITHE AND
OUR OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY B¢ Thou My Vision Arr. Todd Marchand
+ DOXOLOGY TALLIS’ CANON

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE LESSON Proverbs 11:1; 14:31; 17:15; 21:3;
22:22-23; 31:8-9
(Pew Bible page 534, Children’s Bible page 687)

I'A false balance 1s an abomination to the Lord,
but a just weight 1s his delight

' Whoever oppresses a poor man insults his Maker,
but he who is generous to the needy honors him.

> He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns the righteous
are both alike an abomination to the Lord.

? To do righteousness and justice
1s more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice.

2 Do not rob the poor, because he is poor,
or crush the afllicted at the gate,

# for the Lord will plead their cause
and rob of life those who rob them.

® Open your mouth for the mute,
for the rights of all who are destitute.

? Open your mouth, judge righteously,
defend the rights of the poor and needy.

SERMON Dr. Neil C. Stewart
“Fairness”
PRAYER
+ HYMN Psalm 82 AURELIA

God stands amid His people to judge their rulers all:

How long will they oppress those who on His favor call?

How long will they the wicked show partiality,

And treat with scorn the meek who their proper care should be?



Behold the weak and orphaned in need of loving care;
The destitute and smitten are with you everywhere.

Do justice, then, you rulers, to all God’s needy lambs.
Redeem, revive, retrieve them from wicked, sinful hands.

Rise up, O God, in splendor according to Your worth!
Rise up in pow’r to judge all the nations of the earth!
Rise up, O God our Savior, and hear our fervent call,
For You possess and rule o’er the nations one and all.

Paraphrase of verses 1—4; 8; '1.M. Moore.
Used with permission of the author.

+ BENEDICTION

+ CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE

May the Peace (Benediction) Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

May the peace of God our heav’nly Father,

And the grace of Christ the risen Son,

And the fellowship of God the Spirit

Keep our hearts and minds within his love.

And to him be praise for hus glorious reign,

From the depths of earth to the heights of heav’n;

We declare the name of the Lamb once slain,

Christ eternal, the Ring of kings. CCLI NO. 393170

POSTLUDE
Variation on “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” LOBE DEN HERREN

Mr. Thomas Russell, organist



FEATURED GLOBAL WORKER

Sally Cathcart (First Presbyterian Church member) is a newly-approved
candidate with Mission to the World. She will be working with a church
plant called Christ Church Central in Leeds, England, discipling young
women, working with the Music Ministry in the church, and helping
with children’s Sunday School.



WORSHIP AT FIRST
Thank you for turning off cell phones during the worship service.

The Famuly Life Center is equipped with a hearing assistance system.
Please ask a deacon for a receiver.

Nurseries for children to the age of four are provided in the Education
Building. A quiet room with a live video feed of the service 1s available
in the Education Building, Room 113. There, mothers may attend
to the needs of their children.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Church Nominating Committee has begun its work and
requests that members of the congregation pray for the committee
and prayerfully consider their recommendations for nomination to
the offices of ruling Elder, Deacon, Elder Emeritus, and Deacon
Emeritus/Emerita. Officer nomination forms are available on the
church app or website at firstprescolumbia.org/officers, or you may
email nominatingcommittee@firstprescolumbia.org with your
nominations. We are most grateful for your prayers and for your
participation in this very important work in our church.

1 he flowers that grace our worship services today are given to the

glory of God and in honor of Emuly Metzger by George Hallman.
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