
Philippians
A Study of Joy

September 14 ~ Philippians 2:9-16



To Keep In Mind…

1. Our Theology Matters
• Right Belief leads to Right Behavior

2. God Initiates à We Respond

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of 
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” 

-Romans 12:1



So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my joy 
by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and 
of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not 
only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 Have this 
mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born 
in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly 
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 
every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.
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John 13:1-5
Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew 
that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the 
Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already 
put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray 
him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into 
his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back 
to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, 
and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to 
wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 
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Matthew 4:8-11

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and 
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 
glory. 9 And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you 
will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, 
“Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship the 
Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’”
11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were 
ministering to him. 
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Philippians 2:1-2

-being of the same mind, 
-having the same love, 
-being in full accord and 
-of one mind.

-encouragement in Christ, 
-any comfort from love, 
-any participation in the Spirit, 
-any affection and sympathy, 

God Initiates We Respond
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Genesis 11:1-4 

Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 
2 And as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the 
land of Shinar and settled there. 3 And they said to one another, 
“Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they 
had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4 Then they said, 
“Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in 
the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be 
dispersed over the face of the whole earth.”



Applying God’s Word

•What?
•So What?
•Now What?




