
Mark 1:1, 14-15
“The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God… After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God.  The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!”



Sometimes, it feels like everything in the world is building up to a specific moment. It is that feeling you get when you’re waiting to ask someone to prom for months, you have just been trying to find the words; or you’re in the playoffs, again, and you are just hoping and praying you make it to the championship game; or the feeling you get when you are nervous checking your phone all day waiting for that one text to come through. It can feel like everything has been leading to this moment.

This is what is happening in Mark 1:1. It says, “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” This short line is what everything in the world had been leading up too. Everything before this in the Bible (aka the Old Testament) was prep work for Jesus’s arrival. The story had been epic. All creation had been created perfect by God. Then humans sinned and got separated from God only to have God launch a rescue plan: Jesus. The story goes with every twist and turn making it more and more clear that humankind needs more than an influential person trying to solve their problems. Instead, they need God. So God comes in the most special way. God comes as fully human and fully God in Jesus Christ, God’s son. Jesus has arrived and he has work to do. Everyone had been waiting for it to happen. 

And when Jesus gets to work, he starts in the most basic way. Basic things are good, they help create expectation for everything coming up. It is like the countdown timer before a battle royale begins. It is basic, but you know something crazy is about to happen. Jesus is saying the countdown timer is on its last moments. Jesus steps out in Mark 1:15 and says, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” This is a big deal. Jesus is saying the time for preparation for what God is going to do to save the world is over. It is about to happen. Jesus was calling the people to do two things. First, people were called to repent, to turn from sin and to turn to God and when they turn to God they were called to believe in the gospel. This is a big call to the Jewish people. They had every distraction going on around them. Their world was changing. Culture was changing. The rules were changing. And in the middle of this Jesus says turn back to God because everything is about to change. Then Jesus follows it up: it is going to change because the gospel is being lived out. The good news of God’s pursuit of every single person in the world is about to take place. God has come to live with you, to die for you, to come back to life for you, and to return one day for you.

The moment has arrived. The gospel is being proclaimed. God has come.

Questions for processing:
1. What does it mean to repent? 
2. Why would Jesus’s coming matter to the Jewish people? Why does it matter to us?
3. What is the gospel? Why does it matter and why should we believe it? 
4. What does it mean to have God with us? How does that change how we think about how we pray and live our life’s?

