Colossians 3:1-4
“Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.”



"If you pulled out your wallet, right now, and opened it up, most of us would have some form of an identification card. Maybe it’s a school ID, driving permit or photo ID to a local rec center. The purpose of that identification card is to identify and verify who you are aka your identity. Your identity could be a first and last name, height, weight, eye color, etc... These things identify WHO you are. 


In the same way, we have “spiritual ID cards”. Before knowing Jesus, we are sinners and we are identified by our own desires and sinful ways. Before knowing our Savior, our list of sinful identifiers is very long: anger, greed, lust, jealousy, sexual immorality...and the list goes on and on. Even as I write this, I can remember back to the time leading up to surrendering to Jesus, my life was a mess and that’s what makes this next part so amazing. 


The moment we surrender our will to Jesus Christ and make him the Lord of our lives, something mind-blowing happens. You and I are handed new “spiritual ID cards” that are so clearly different from our previous identity and identifiers. Colossians 3:3 says that our old identity has died and our new identity is in Jesus. We can shred the old ID card and he will hand us a new form of identification.  The new identity card says that God loved me enough to make me His child. It says that all the old identifiers and areas of failure are no longer who I am. My new ID card shouts about how I am chosen by the Creator of our universe, and how He has a purpose for me. 


My old self is dead and I am now a new creation that is protected and covered by the blood of Jesus. My EVERYTHING (MY ALL) is in Him. But the initial point of new creation is not where it ends, it goes so much further. Look quickly with me at the first two verses of Colossians 3.

“If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.”

Now that your identity has changed, your desires will begin to change as well. Begin to seek out God’s best for you. Begin to love what is close to God’s heart. He will show you during your time with Him all that He has planned for YOU. God says this is in Jeremiah 29:11, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  Your old self is dead, your new identity is fully in Jesus, and he has the most amazing plans for YOU. So walk, talk, act and embrace your new identity and identifiers in Christ."

Questions for processing:
1. What are your new identifiers in Christ?
2. What old areas of your life do you feel Jesus would want you to change?

