Galatians 2:20
“My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me.”



What if I told you that many Christians today live as if Christ died, but He did not raise back to life.  Now let me explain. I am not telling you that Christians do not believe that Jesus rose again - because that confession and decision of faith is what qualifies us as a follower of Jesus. However, I am telling you that while we believe that Jesus died and rose again, the lives that we live often do not reflect that. 

So now the question is “Does my life reflect that I believe the WHOLE GOSPEL and Jesus has my heart?”

We see that the call of Jesus for anyone who wishes to follow Him is to, “give up our own way, take up our cross and follow Him.” (Matthew 16:24). And yet, many times in our own lives, we struggle to give up what we want to do. Have you felt that struggle?  Galatians tells us, that our “old self has been crucified with Christ.” And it is no longer us who lives, “but Christ living in me.” Youth convention aside…all the high moments of a midweek service, summer camp, or conference… Who are you during the rest of the week? Do your actions and interactions, thoughts and beliefs reflect that Christ lives in you? 

Please understand this, the aim is not to cause guilt or shame in you. But to help you see that what Christ died for was for you to step into the fullness of who He created you to be! This is the good news of the gospel! That our goodness does not get you and I in, but our badness does not keep us out… solely because of Jesus! The Bible tells us that, “anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!” (2 Corinthians 5:17).  Here is the good news for all of us today. It is no longer just you. Which is good because that means you are not alone in trying to grow and make your way towards healing. You are not alone in your suffering. It is no longer just about you, but Christ in you. It is no longer me, myself, and I, but it is “Christ who lives in me.”

Knowing that the creator of the universe saw you, loved you, and gave himself for you… how will you choose to live?
