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I’ve talked about it in the past, and I’m sure that it’s something that I’ll continue to wrestle with: 
change is difficult for me. I’m a fan of habits: repeated actions over a long period of time, which ulti-
mately shape and form a person. I live and die by the calendar that I have on my phone: if it’s not on 
my calendar, I most likely will forget about it. I love creating lists and being able to check things off 
lists, and the feeling of accomplishment that accompanies the completion of the task.  
 
Now, as most of you know, we are expecting our firstborn child on August 15. And as any of you 
know, who have children, or know of others who’ve had children, babies don’t always come “on 
time.” Many of you have shared stories about babies coming earlier and later than expected, and as 
I’ve come to find out through them all, each child is different, and each will come in their time. So, at 
some point here in the next month, if you don’t see 
me here on a Sunday morning, you can be quite 
certain that either we are traveling to, at the hospi-
tal, or at home with our child. And for that reason, 
whenever our child does come, it’ll be a few weeks 
(two weeks to be exact) before you see me again. 
Ashley and I are excited and looking forward to 
(I’m also a little bit scared, as well, just for the rec-
ord) beginning the next chapter of our lives as a 
family here with you all. But it’s going to take 
some time for us to figure out a new schedule, rou-
tine, rhythm, and learn the habits (cries, screams, 
wiggles, and smells) of our child. And to fully engaged in that, you simply won’t see me around here 
at St. Paul.  
 
But that does not mean that you will be left without a Pastor, Shepherd, or Leader. Pastor Joel Newton 
and His family will be joining us here at the beginning of August (if you haven’t dropped off a card for 
them yet, you still can). Sunday, August 7 at 3:30pm Rev. Newton will be installed as our Associate 
Pastor. And yes, it’ll take some time for him and his family to settle into their own home (if you’d like 
to help them move in, join us at their home 313 NW Waterview Court, Ankeny, on Friday, August 5 at 
5:30pm), but they are excited to become a part of our family and community at St. Paul. I’m certainly 
excited to see all that the Lord God has in store for our ministry here as a congregation to our commu-
nity, and all that Pastor Newton has to share with us, as we look to fulfill the mission that God has giv-
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en to us as a congregation of being Rooted in 
Christ, Growing in Grace, and Reaching the 
Lost. 
 
As some of you may remember, though, our 
staffing is still yet complete! Over the next 
few months, we will be establishing a Call 
Committee in order fulfill the open position 
that we have for a Director of Christian Educa-
tion (DCE) to focus specifically on Youth 
Ministry here in our congregation. And as I 
was over this past year, as we went through 
the process to find our Associate Pastor, so 
also as we begin the process to find a DCE, 
I’m excited to see whom the Lord God already 
knows He is going to bring to our congrega-
tion.  
 
But in the midst of all of the change that I’m 
personally going through, and that we’re going 
through together as a congregation (and the 
fear and anxiousness that it may bring) there’s 
one truth from God’s Word that I keep coming 
back to. We hear the Lord Jesus say to the 
Apostle Paul (2 Corinthians 12:9), “My grace 
is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness.” Our God is the one who 
meets us where we are at, whether it’s dead in 
our trespasses and sins or alive to Him in 
Christ Jesus. Our God doesn’t just see or know 
our need, but He chooses to come and do 
something about it. And because He’s done 
something about that which eternally separat-
ed us from Him (our sin, nailing it to the cross, 
as Paul says in Colossians 2:14), we can be 
certain and confident that our God will pro-
vide for us in any and every situation. And 
Luther says, this is what faith actually is, in his 
commentary on Romans, he states, “Faith is a 
living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so 
sure and certain that a man would stake his 
life on it a thousand times.” May we then, as 
God’s people, even in the midst of change in 
our lives and the world around us, by faith.   
 
In Christ,  
Pastor Andrew 

We would like to thank each and everyone of 
you for helping make it possible for us to at-
tend the 2022 LCMS Youth Gathering in Hou-
ston. To show our appreciation and say thank 
you, the youth will be serving an omelet 
breakfast on Sunday, August 14 between  
services. 
 
Looking for a way to get involved at St. Paul? 
Please prayerfully consider joining the youth 
board. If you would like more information 
about what the youth board does please con-
tact me at malisadavies@gmail.com or call 
515-240-3687  
 
Mark Your Calendar 
Sunday, August 28      Youth Group Kick Off 
Junior youth grades 6-8 and senior youth 
grades 9-12. 
 
Youth group will meet the first and third  
Wednesdays starting in September.  
 
In His Service, 
Malisa Davies 
Youth Board Chairperson 

Youth Serving 
Omelet Breakfast 
August 14 

mailto:malisadavies@gmail.com


BASIC Bible Study 
BASIC Bible study will continue to meet in the summer at their regular day and 
time. Join them on Thursday, August 11 and Thursday, August 25 at 9:30am. 
They are using the ten-week study entitled The Engagement Project by Dr. Del 
Tackett. In The Engagement Project, Dr. Tackett answers two important questions; 
Why did Jesus leave? And why does God send? The answers to these questions may 
turn your world right-side up. You’ll discover God’s world-changing mission for 
you and family. Jesus has told us exactly what He wants us to do in our community. 
In this study, you’ll learn why and how this will change everything.  
 

Men’s Fellowship and Bible Study 
Thursdays at 7:00pm join other Christian men for fellowship and Bible study. Be-
ginning in May they will begin going through the book Lutheranism 101.  It’s a per-
fect chance to brush up on your Lutheran basics, especially if you’re new to St. Paul. 
Lutheranism 101 examines Lutheran beliefs and heritage in a fresh way. If you are a 
lifelong Lutheran searching for more information or new to Lutheranism looking to 
understand what we believe, this book will be your guide.  
 
Sunday Morning Adult Bible Class 
Grab your coffee and join in this weekly adult Bible class at 9:30am in the FLC. They will continue 
going through the book 52 Weeks with Jesus: Fall in Love with the One Who Changed Everything.  
 
Thursday Morning Ladies Bible Study 
Begins Thursday, September 1 at 9:30am. They’ll be using the study The Gospel 
on the Ground. Come along with biblical culturalist Kristi McLelland as she un-
packs the life of the early church in the book of Acts and shows us that the kingdom 
of God is always on the move, always looking outward to bring meaning and joy to 
a world searching for true fulfillment and hope. Explore the call of Jesus to His dis-
ciples then and to us today. See how God's Word can sustain us even in the most 
difficult of times and embrace the transformative grace we experience as children 
of God in His kingdom of celebration.  
To order a book see the sign-up sheet in the Narthex. Books are $25 each. 

Bible Studies Available at St. Paul 

Members of St. Paul are invited 
to the installation service for Rev. 
Paul Rieger as the new lead  
Pastor at Christ Lutheran Church 
(formerly The Gate). The  
installation service is Saturday, August 6 at 
11:00am with lunch to follow. Christ Lutheran 
is located at 2325 SW State Street, Suite C in 
Ankeny.    

Christ Lutheran to Install Pastor 



District Convention 
In June Nancy Medick and I attended the 
LWML District Convention in Okoboji with 
300 wonderful LWMLers. There was a mis-
sion walk around the camp and 106 ladies 
participated, raising around $5,000 for mites. 
Total mites for the weekend were over 
$23,000. Praise to our Lord! The silent auc-
tion raised 
over $3,000. 
We would like 
to thank Nan-
cy Harvey for 
making the 
beautiful quilt 
for  
convention.  
 
Mission  
Project 
Along with 
Evangelism, 
LWML is collecting school supplies for Mad-
ison Elementary in Des Moines. You can find 
a detailed list of needed items on the LWML 
table. 
 
The new LWML officers for the upcoming 
year are: Julie Stokke, president; Julie Hodg-
es, vice president; Rachel Kruse, secre-
tary; and Donna Stoelk, treasurer. We are 
working on the agenda, so more news on that 
next month. Please reach out and invite some-
one new to our monthly fellowship gather-
ings! We meet next on Tuesday, September 
13. 
 
Enjoy the rest of your summer! 
 
In Christ,  
Julie Stokke 

LWML President 

LWML Updates 



Remaining summer camps will be the weeks of 
July 25-28, and August 1-4. Camps are availa-
ble to church families and to the public. We’ve 
had 135 campers so far! 
 
Decided to do same fundraiser again. Will be 
contacting stewardship and youth to see if they 
would like to help. We’re thinking in April 
2023 after Easter. 
 

No change with enrollment for the 2022-2023 
school year. Monday, August 1, preschool fam-
ilies will be invited to come fill out forms and 
learn how to do online payments. 
 

A Family Fun Carnival is being planned for 
Friday, October 28 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm.  
 

Thank you all for supporting the preschool! It 
was wonderful to see the overwhelming  
support from the voters. 

 
Please help us spread the word that we have 
open spots in preschool for the upcoming 
school year! Next board meeting is Monday, 
August 15. 
 

Alyssa Wendzel 
Preschool Board Chairperson 

We received a thank you note from Concordia 
Seminary for the $500 donation for the adopt-a
-student program. We are planning on sending 
another donation this fall. 
 
We were happy to provide lunch for the youth 
for their off-site servant event while in Hou-
ston. No word yet about an opening for the 
pool party. We are working with LWML to 
gather school supply donations that will go to 
Madison Elementary School in Des Moines. 
We have been working on cleaning up our area 
in the storage room upstairs.  
 
With the installation of Pastor Newton in Au-
gust, we will be having name tag Sundays for 
the entire month to give Pastor Newton and his 
wife a name with a face.  
 
Members of the evangelism board are going to 
visit the Ankeny Service Center that just 
opened up to see if there is anything we can 
assist them in our community. It appears to be 
an excellent outreach program.  
 
Lynn Hanselman 
Evangelism Board Chairperson 

Evangelism Updates 
from July Meeting 

It is hard to believe, but in one month our 2022 fall choir season will be in full swing! Anyone high 
school age and up who enjoys singing is welcome and encouraged to join us. We have a wonderful 
group of people who love to serve and are always looking to include more of God’s people. The first 
choir rehearsal of the season is Wednesday, September 7 at 6:30pm in the choir loft. Rehearsals will 
then continue on Wednesdays, same time and place. If you have any 
questions or would like to get more involved with music here at St. 
Paul, please contact me at arkay@stpaulankeny.org or through the 
church office (515) 964-1250. 
 

Arkay Brown 
Music Director 

Choir to Begin Rehearsals September 7 



Use gift cards for all you back to school shop-
ping needs! You can purchase gift cards to 
use at WalMart, Target, Menards, Home De-
pot, Kohls,  
Starbucks, Fleet 
Farm, Kum & 
Go and Casey’s 
(plus many 
more).  
 
Place orders 
with payment in 
the box near the 
church office. Orders placed on a Sunday are 
usually available the following Sunday. 
Please contact me with any questions.    
 
Thank you to all of our St. Paul members sup-
porting the St. Paul education programs by 
purchasing gift cards through the SCRIP  
program.  
 

Dorothy Marvin 

Buy Gift Cards Here 

The St. Paul cancer support 
group will meet on Monday, 

August 29 at 5:00pm at 
Perkins in Ankeny.  

 

Contact Mary Stratmann for more 
information at 515-964-8271. 

Lady diners will meet at 6:00pm on Tuesday,  
August 2 at 6:00pm at B Fabulous Barbecue 
in Slater. If you’d like to carpool meet at 
church at 5:30pm. 
 
Lady Diners is for all single ladies of St. Paul, 
regardless of your age or why you are single! 
We hope you’ll join us for a fun evening of 
food and fellowship! 

GriefShare is a 13-week, Christ-centered  
support group seminar for people who have 
lost a spouse, child, family member, or friend 
through death. Each session features a video 
presentation on topics like comfort, answers 
and hope.  
 
GriefShare support groups are led by people 
who understand what you are going through 
and want to help. You’ll gain access to valua-
ble GriefShare 
resources to help 
you recover from 
your loss.  
 
The next session of GriefShare begins  
Thursday, August 25 at 6:30pm in the Youth 
Room. The session runs Thursdays through 
November 17. Registration fee is $20. 
 
If you or someone you know are interested in 
attending, please contact Nancy Medick at  
515-371-4639 or Betty Berlau at 515-249-
9968.  

GriefShare Session  
Begins August 25 

Cancer Support Group 



Christmas With The Chosen special will be shown in the 
FLC on Sunday, August 14 at 6:30pm. The Chosen is a 
Bible based television series showing the life of Jesus 
Christ. The Christmas special is a 40 minute drama of the 
birth of Jesus from Mary and Joseph’s perspective. 
  
Season three is currently being filmed and we will view 
one episode per week when it is available later this year. If 
you haven’t watched The Chosen yet, seasons one and two can be watched online and are available 
from Amazon Prime video. The Church also has a DVD of each season to check out. Contact Betty 
Berlau or Dan Drefke with any questions. 

Christmas in July  August 

Greetings from the board of education! We 
hope you are enjoying these final weeks of 
summer. 
 
We are looking for Sunday school teachers, 
for all ages. If you are interested in teaching, 
please contact a board of education member.  
 
We will kick off fall Sunday school on  
Sunday, September 11 with Rally Day! Look 
for more information on this event coming 
soon. 
 
Parents of sixth, seventh and eighth graders 
are encouraged to attend an important confir-
mation meeting with Pastor Coop and Pastor 
Newton on Sunday, August 14 at Noon. 
 
God’s Blessings, 
Amber Giese 
Board of Education Chairperson 

July 22-24, the stewardship board sponsored a 
camping weekend at the Saylorville Prairie 
Flower camping site. Eleven of the 14 availa-
ble camper spots were filled (and two tent 
spots). A cookout was held at 5:30pm on Sat-
urday where hot dogs and hamburgers were 
served, as well as a potluck. Despite the high 
temperatures, there was a light breeze and it 
was comfortable in the shade. 
 

The stewardship board will provide the main 
course (Whatcha Smokin’ BBQ) for the re-
ception and dinner after the installation ser-
vice of Pastor Joel Newton on August 7. We 
are asking for volunteers from the congrega-
tion to help with setup/take down, cleanup, 
and meal service. We ask the congregation to 
bring a side dish or dessert. Please help us to 
make this a memorable day for Pastor Newton 
and his family. 
 

In the month of September, we will assist the 
board of education with Rally Day on Sunday, 
September 11.  
 

The donuts and coffee for the month of July 
was served by the church council leadership. 
For the month of August, the property board 
will provide donuts and coffee.  
 

Ken Kise 
Stewardship Board Chairperson 

Stewardship Report 



The Council meeting was called to order by Dan Drefke at 6:32 pm. Attendees: Cassie Nessa, Dan Drefke, 
Duane Suhr, Ken Kise, Pastor Andrew Coop, Ron Behrens, Alyssa Wendzel, Amber Giese, Mike Giese, 
Malisa Davies, Lynn Hanselman, Gary Hauge. Lynn Hanselman made a motion to approve the minutes 
from the May Council meeting. The motion was seconded by Alyssa Wendzel. The motion carried unani-
mously. 
 
Staff Report — Pastor Andrew Coop 
Pastor Coop extended gratitude to Amber Giese, the Board of Education and all who volunteered and do-
nated to Vacation Bible School this year. He also extended a special thanks to the Council members who 
are transitioning off of the Council or who are taking up new roles on the Council after this month. LeAnn 
Hilchen was installed last Sunday as our Director of Children’s Ministry. In this role, she will focus on min-
istry for children from infant through 5th grade, as well as serving as the Director of the Preschool. Pastor 
Coop will be on vacation from June 29 – July 5. Pastor Kleckner will be preaching on July 3. Pastor Coop 
asks that we keep all of the youth and chaperones will be attending the national youth gathering in Houston 
(July 9 – 15) in our prayers. 
Call Process — Pastor Newton and his family visited our church last week on Tuesday and Wednesday. He 
was able to meet with our Elders on Tuesday night and ask some questions of them. Pastor conveyed that it 
was a positive and beneficial time for the Newton family. They hope to make a decision by the end of the 
month. 
Board of Elders — No one has stepped up to be Head Elder for the coming church year. In lieu of having a 
Head Elder, Pastor Coop will be working with Kathy Olson to make the agenda, make the cottage lists for 
this next year, and have a rotation of Elders to serve for the week. One of the agenda items each meeting 
will be who will be willing to attend the Council Meeting as the Elder Representative, to bring the Elder’s 
Report. 
 
Treasurer’s Report — Cassie Nessa 
A year-to-date financial report was shared with the Council. The detailed report is in drop box. A motion to 
approve the financial report was made by Lynn Hanselman and seconded by Gary Hauge. The motion car-
ried unanimously. 
 
Elders Report — Ron Behrens 
Official acts for May 2022: One Baptism (Quinn Isabelle Jacobs), 11 Confirmed (Edward Bell, Rylyn 
Boeding, McKenna Byers, Magnus Potratz, Ayden Sloan, Meryn Smith, Emily Stave, Kyra Swenson, Har-
rison Teggatz, Sienna Townsend, Alexandria Wendzel). Transfers-In: (Nicholas Parker from St. Thomas 
Lutheran, Panora, IA; Duane and Judy Reinke from Immanuel Lutheran Church, Spirit Lake, IA). Peaceful 
Release: Angela Heldt. One Profession of Faith: Joyce Voss. 10 Transfers-Out: Weathers Family, to Christ 
Lutheran, Ankeny, IA; Troy and Susan Marshall to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church. Funeral for Kay Mueller. 
Average worship attendance for May 2022 was 275 (compared to 266 during May 2021). Average worship 
attendance YTD for May 2022 was 318 (compared to 299 as of YTD May 2021). Total baptized members 
758, total confirmed members 621, total households 312. 
The Board visited with Pastor Newton when he and his family were in town. The Board of Elders will con-
tinue to assist with adult bible classes, confirmation classes and BASIC bible study throughout June and 
July. 
  
Stewardship — Ken Kise 
Stewardship assisted with the VBS Kickoff BBQ on June 12. The event was a success with in excess of 200 
in attendance. Stewardship will be serving coffee & donuts between worship services during the month of 
July. July 22 – 24 camping weekend. Location: Prairie Flower Loop – 14 camper sites and 14 tent sites 

June 21 Council Meeting Minutes 



have been reserved. There will be a devotional that evening. The entire congregation is invited to join for 
the devotional even if they aren’t camping. Cost is $50 per camper and $10 per tent. RSVP’s for this should 
go through the Stewardship Board. 
 
Evangelism — Lynn Hanselman 
The Board provided coffee and donuts between worship services during the month of May. Evangelism 
extends a “thanks” to the Stewardship Board for the Casey’s gift cards which helped to facilitate this. The 
Board is once again participating on the Adopt-A-Student program with Concordia Seminary. Evangelism 
will be sending a $500 check to the Seminary for this. The Board will be providing $625 to help support 25 
youth for the upcoming National Youth Gathering. Upcoming Events: 
Evangelism is planning to host a private pool party, however, there is currently a shortage of lifeguards. We 
are on a waiting list for an opening. Trunk or Treat will be hosted in October. The Big Rake is tentatively 
scheduled for October / November 2022. 
 
Education — Amber Giese 
Vacation Bible School — VBS started with a Kickoff BBQ on Sunday evening, June 12. The Education 
and Stewardship Boards collaborated to execute this event. VBS programming continued each day through 
Thursday, June 16. The event was a success with enrollment exceeding 150 children / youth and significant 
amounts of positive feedback. Enrollment was up from approximately 130 last year. 
Summer Sunday School — There will be no Sunday School on June 19 or July 3. The Board is seeking 
volunteers to teach Sunday School on a rotational basis through the summer months. All ages will be com-
bined into one class during the summer months. 
 
Youth — Malisa Davies 
National Youth Gathering — 21 youth and 4 chaperones will be attending the national youth gathering in 
Houston this summer. The entire party will depart on July 8, returning on July 13. 
Upcoming Events — Sailing trip at Big Creek on July 30 at 12:00 noon (back-up dates for this will be June 
31, August 6 or August 7). Youth Group Kick-Off on August 28. Invitations will be sent out to our incom-
ing 6th and 9th graders, inviting them to join Junior and Senior Youth group, respectively. 
Upcoming Fundraisers —  Omelet Breakfast - June 26, Rummage Sale - September 30 – October 1 
Butter Braids – January 2023. 
 
Preschool — Alyssa Wendzel 
Summer Camps began the week of June 6-9. Remaining camps will be June 20-23, June 27-30, July 11-14, 
July 18-21, and August 1-4. These camps are available to church families as well as the public and there are 
still openings for enrollment. The Board extends a sincere “thank you” to the St. Paul congregation for its 
support of the preschool, both financially and spiritually. The Preschool Board asks that members spread 
the word that the Preschool has openings for enrollment for the coming 2022-2023 school year.  
 
Property — Gary Hauge 
Fire Alarm panel —  The update from 3G to 4G technology is now complete. The cost for this was origi-
nally estimated at $4,000, however, we were invoiced for in excess of $12,000. Bob Peters has been in con-
tact with Johnson Controls and we received a reduction of approximately $2,000.  
Electric candles for the sanctuary have been purchased, however, they need to be adapted to the holders.The 
Board is working in conjunction with other boards to clean up the various storage areas around the church 
facility. There are various upcoming activities regarding the sidewalks, outside vegetation, sanctuary, kitch-
en, nursery, education / preschool and old garage. The detailed report is in drop box. Long-term projects 
remain roof repairs for the Sanctuary and Family Life Center, caulking, landscaping, repairs to the parking 
lot and replacing the roof on the old garage. 

Continued on next page 
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Gary Hauge made a motion to accept the updat-
ed Board reports. The motion was seconded by 
Lynn Hanselman and was passed unanimously.  
 
Old Business: 
Facilities Planning Committee – this has been on 
hold until after VBS. 
 
New Business: 
Rally Day was discussed, but not finalized. Ten-
tative dates are August 28 or September 11.  
 
A “Dumpster Day,” related to the Property 
Board’s clean-out of storage areas was dis-
cussed. Gary will bring this to the next Property 
Board meeting and a date for this will be estab-
lished at that time. 
Officers and board chairs will be installed on 
Sunday, July 10. 
 
Lynn Hanselman moved that we appoint Cassie 
Nessa as Treasurer beginning July 1, 2022. The 
motion was seconded by Malisa Davies. The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Selection of officers for bank signatories. Lynn 
Hanselman moved that we appoint Dan Drefke, 
Duane Suhr and Cassie Nessa as official bank 
signatories and remove Ben Piepho and Mike 
Hayden from the same positions. The motion 
was seconded by Malisa Davies and carried with 
a unanimous vote. 
 
Distribution of keys and information to newly 
elected positions. Dan Drefke will provide a list 
of individuals who require keys to Gary Hauge. 
 
The next Council Meeting will be on Tuesday 
July 19 at 6:30 pm. 
 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by 

Cassie Nessa and seconded by Lynn Hanselman. 

The motion carried unanimously and the meet-

ing was adjourned at 8:11 pm.  

 

The Council closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

At the Church Council meeting on July 19 Greg 
Crawford was appointed head elder. The 
monthly elder’s meeting was held on July 12. 
The following is a summary of the discussions 
and decisions that were made. 
 
Pastor Coop lead our devotion. We will read the 
book Lead, 12 Gospel Principles for Leader-
ship in the Church. This will be our devotion 
for the year. 
 
Discussion on acolytes moving forward, as 
brought up by a church member to an elder. Do 
we get youth involved during services? We plan 
to come back with ideas to the next meeting 
regarding what else youth might be able to 
help/assist with during worship. Proposed that 
youth are welcome to serve as acolytes as they 
wish, but not making it a scheduled duty. 
 
We talked about bring the offering plates up to 
the altar during services as opposed to leaving 
them in the Narthex as currently practiced. It 
was agreed that moving forward the elder of the 
week can coordinate with the ushers on duty to 
bring forward the offering plates during either 
the offertory, or while coming up for commun-
ion.  
 
Discussion was again held regarding a proposed 
“contemporary” worship service modification 
for both services on Sunday. After much dis-
cussion and insight, it was decided that the el-
ders make no formal motion in regard to a 
change. 
 
Elder cottage (household) lists were handed out 
by Pastor Coop as prepared by Kathy Olson. 
Reminder for all elders to please reach out in 
some capacity (letter, email, etc.). We have a 
total of 12 elders.  
 
Official Acts:  One funeral, Ceone Anderson, 
on June 29, 2022. Average worship attendance 
for June was 248 and year-to-date 307.  St. Paul 
has a total of 762 baptized members, total con-
firmed members 625, and a total number of 
households 316.  

Elders Meeting July 12 






