LEVITICUS

1. Introduction to Leviticus:

Placement within the Torah: No specific verse, but Leviticus is the third book of
the Torah or Pentateuch.

Authorship: Traditionally attributed to Moses (Leviticus does not explicitly state
its author).

Historical context: Leviticus 1:1 (God calls to Moses out of the tent of meeting).

2. Holiness:

Theme of holiness: Leviticus 11:44-45 (God calls His people to be holy as He is
holy).

3. Sacrificial System:

Burnt offerings: Leviticus 1:3-17 (laws concerning burnt offerings).
Grain offerings: Leviticus 2:1-16 (laws concerning grain offerings).
Peace offerings: Leviticus 3:1-17 (laws concerning peace offerings).
Sin offerings: Leviticus 4:1-35 (laws concerning sin offerings).

Guilt offerings: Leviticus 5:14-6:7 (laws concerning guilt offerings).

4. Priesthood:

Role of Aaron and his sons: Leviticus 8:1-36 (ordination of Aaron and his sons).

Responsibilities: Leviticus 9:1-24 (the priests begin their ministry).

5. Purity Laws:

Clean and unclean foods: Leviticus 11:1-47 (dietary laws).

Purification after childbirth: Leviticus 12:1-8 (laws on childbirth and
purification).

Skin diseases and mold: Leviticus 13:1-59 (laws on skin diseases); Leviticus
14:33-57 (laws on mold).

6. Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur):

Rituals and meaning: Leviticus 16:1-34 (rituals of the Day of Atonement).

7. Holiness in Daily Life:

Ethical living, care for neighbors: Leviticus 19:1-18 (various laws on ethical
living and treating neighbors).



8. The Sabbatical Year and Jubilee:
o Sabbatical year: Leviticus 25:1-7 (laws on the Sabbatical year).
o Year of Jubilee: Leviticus 25:8-55 (laws on the Year of Jubilee).
9. Blessings and Curses:
o Blessings for obedience: Leviticus 26:1-13 (blessings for following God’s laws).

o Curses for disobedience: Leviticus 26:14-46 (punishments for not following
God’s laws).

10. Conclusion:

o Jesus’ fulfillment of the law: This concept is not found in Leviticus but in the
New Testament, such as Matthew 5:17.

o Christian narrative of redemption and sanctification: This is a New Testament
theme not directly covered in Leviticus.

These references offer a structured guide to exploring the key themes and instructions found in
the Book of Leviticus.

The terms "Torah" and "Pentateuch" both refer to the first five books of the Hebrew Bible but have
different origins and connotations:

1. Torah

e Origin: The word "Torah" comes from the Hebrew root m' (Y-R-H), which means "to
guide" or "to teach."

e Meaning: In its narrowest sense, "Torah" refers to the Five Books of Moses: Genesis,
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. More broadly, it can refer to the entire
spectrum of Jewish teaching, culture, and practice. Traditionally, it represents divine
instruction to the people of Israel, encompassing both the written law (the Five Books)
and the Oral Torah (interpretations and teachings that explain and expand upon the
written text).

e Usage: It is a central concept in Judaism and often denotes the embodiment of God's
will transmitted through Moses to the people.

2. Pentateuch

e Origin: The term "Pentateuch" is derived from two Greek words: "pente" meaning "five"
and "teuchos" meaning "scroll" or "book."

e Meaning: It refers specifically to the first five books of the Hebrew Bible (the same as the
Torah) but is a term more commonly used in academic and interfaith contexts.



